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BEST KNOWN NAMES | 


LA Olympiad Cornered as Dailies 





‘And Cops Clamp Lid im Bitter Feud 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Is the '32 Olympiad destined for a 
purefire flop? 
That’s the popular fear and gen- 


@ral expression because of fanatical 
manner in which the newspapers 
are forcing the cops to dry up and 
clean up the town. 

Basically provincial as lh. A. is, 
What few joy spots left are coming 
under a concerted newspaper bar- 
rage, not because the local dailies 
aren't liberal in their attitude to- 
wards a gay town (which L. A. 
isn’t), but because of the papers’ 
antipathy to local Chief of Police 
Roy E, Steckel. 

Vice Crusade 


As a result of their harping on 
Bteckel’s official police blunders, 
the dailies are dragging out every- 


(Continued on page 34) 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS IS 
GOING INTO SHOW BIZ 


Geneva, Oct. 12. 
League of Nations has decided on 


another show project, which puts it 
pretty much in the limelight of 
show business in Europe currently. 

Latest is a huge International 
Festival for next February. Fore- 
most actors and artists from every 
part of Europe and America will 
participate in the Festival which 
will go to emphasize the Interna- 
tional Disarmament Conference. 

Only a week ago the League de- 
cided to participate with the Inter- 
national Red Cross in a film show- 
ing the brutality of war. 











Jackie Cooper’s Payroll 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

According to the legal guardian- 
Ship papers filed by Mrs. Mabel 

per, mother of Jackie Cooper, 

picture star, the youngster is 
allowed $400 a week out of his sal- 
*ry of $1,300. Difference of $900 
is held in trust until he attains his 
majority. 

Mrs. Cooper gets a salary of $75 
Weekly as the boy’s guardian. His 
&randmother is also on his payroll 
at $75 weekly. One century weekly 
B0es to his household expenses and 
$100 to an emergency savings ac- 
count, 

For his education there is a 
budget of $50 weekly. 








BUT WHAT AIR 
Denver, Oct. 12. 
Mrs. Bertha McDonald, 40, form- 
*tly Eertha Byers, trapeze per- 
With Sells-Floto, will marry 
ries T. Crull, old time plains- 
man, next month. 
Claim they'll live in a grove north 
town in a tent and cook their 
Meals in the open, being fed up on 
modern way of living. 


FROM RUSSIA TO STRAND 


Russian Royal Choir of 12 Even 
Lose Boat in Seattle 








Seattle, Oct. 12. 

After a long and arduous trip 
from Russia, ths Russian Royal 
Choir of 12 is stranded here. Also 
lost is the boat that brought them 
down from Alaska, after the troupe 
had gone across Siberia. The boat 
was attached and sold to meet some 
local debts. 

The mixed voices appeared last 
week at the Plymouth Church, 
drawing fair money. Two years ago 
the same Choir toured this country 
to okay returns. 


SOCIAL DAMES 
MAY FALL FOR 
AIR SPIELS 


With commercials suddenly evinc- 
ing a strong inclination to use so- 
ciety women on their broadcasts, 
CBS is compiling a list of social 
femmes who are radio possibilities. 

Request for society women for 
radio took CBS by surprise. Ac- 
cording to report, about five adver- 


tisers asked CBS if it could secure 
social lights for programs, 

Commercials requesting the 
swank femmes want them for a 
short talk on the air. Whether or 
not they want them to verbally 
indorse the product of the advertiser 
isn’t stated, nor how much the so- 
cial dames will want for the ether 
piugging. They will be paid for 
each spiel. 

In printed recommendations 
which the prestiged uppitiupps have 
stood for of late, the gals got their 
maps in the ads. 

With television so far missing on 
three of its last four cylinders, the 
girls from 6th can expect their 
names only to waft into the night. 


A Colored Lindbergh 


Harlem is collecting funds to get 
a Lindbergh. They want Edison 
McVeigh to be the first man of his 
race to make the ocean fiight. 

Accordingly the Flushing airfield 
people made arrangements for a big 
reception Sunday (11) at which 15,- 
000 colored people were expected to 
attend. 

Platforms were erected all over 
the field. In one of the hangars a 
stage was built for a night club 
show in the afternoon, Cotton Club 
belles promising to do their bit 




















CHICAGO CENSUS 
PROVES AMAZING 


Legit Actors and Radio Tal- 
ent Far Down in List of 
Recognition—Some Think 
Kaiser Still Rules Ger- 
many — All Know Al 
Capone — Gangsters Sec- 
ond, Athletes Third 








FILM PLAYERS FIRST 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Taking a cross-section of Chi- 
cago’s population as reasonably 
typical the American public ap- 


pears to be familiar with names in 
the following order of importance 
or familiarity: 

Film actors, 

Gangsters. 

Athletes. 

Politicians. 

Musicians, 

Big business executives. 

Legit actors. 

Radio. 

Journalists. 

Film Directors. 

‘Variety’ submitted a list of 125 
‘names’ from all professions and 
walks of life. Those asked to fill 
out the quiz included housewives, 
stenographers, doctors, lawyers, 
chambermaids, insurance agents, 
elevator operators, musicians, race- 

(Continued on page 47) 


CENSORING BUG 
MAKES THE FUN 


Harrisburg, Oct. 12. 
Horizontal kissing, always more 
or less frowned upon by censor 
boards, is officially out in Pennsyl- 
vania. Mrs. John Davenport, one of 
the newly appointed board, says 
that if the boys and girls cannot 
osculate with their heads pointed to 
the zenith it will be just too bad. 
Ten degrees of the perpendicular 

and she will reach for the shears. 
Most censors ride some particular 
bug. Vertical kissing appears to be 
Mrs. Davenport's bete noir. So long 
ag the Commonwealth of Pennsyli- 


(Continued on page 63) 


They Get That Way 














During the recent accelerated 
plunge of the market, a Times 
Square lamb staggered into an 
elevator mechanically croak- 
ing: 

‘Let me off at eight—or bet- 
ter.’ 
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GOING FOR ROYALTY 


Fairbanks Doing Over Hollywood 
Shack for Visitors 








Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
For the benefit of titled guests 
Douglas Fairbanks met in Europe 
and who will shortly visit him, he 


-}and Mary Pickford are elaborating 


Pickfair, their coast home. Fixing 
cost will be $100,000. 

Royalty mob will arrive in small 
batches during the next four months 
and will get the limit in party 
splurges. 

Among other Pickfair improve- 
ments will be more guest rooms and 
two additional badminton courts. 


FEET OF CLAY 
IRE AIMEE’S 
FOLLOWERS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Inside murmurs from the Angelus 
Temple indicate that Aimee Semple 


McPherson's dynasty is a bit shaky. 
Reports are that Aimee and the 
Temple Elders have come to an im- 
passe, mostly over the evangelist’s 
marriage to David Hutton. 

Aimee and the Elders have 
clashed before with Aimee usually 
victorious, but the elopement ap- 
parently took some of the glamor 
away from the idol. 

Hutton Steps In 

Hutton is now heading many 
Temple committees formerly ruled 
by Aimee, with resentment all 
around, 

Another blow to the evangelist 
was the failure of her daughter, 
Roberta Semple, to take an interest 
in Temple affairs following the 
girl's marriage. Aimee had counted 
on the girl stepping into her place 
in a few years. Evangelist has been 
attempting to groom several young 
women to become leaders of the 
flock, but so far hasn’t found one 
who's satisfactory. 

Publicity following Aimee’s mar- 
riage, when the dailies dug up every 
girl Hutton had gone with. It did 
much to turn Temple followers 
against Hutton, 


Where Beauts Go 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Lois Delander of Joliet, ‘Miss 
America’ in 1928, has just enrolled 
at the Mooser Business College to 
become a stenographer. She played 
a number of theatrical engagements 
after winning the title. 

Which may answer the question 

















as to what becomes of prize beauts. 


Barkeeps Positive 4% Beer Coming, 
But Hard Liquor Speaks Remaining 





Light wines and 4% beer are cere 
tain to be legalized before another 
year is up if the prophecies of old 


time barkeeps, now tending shop 
in drip joints, mean anything. 

Where a year ago these same foam 
purveyors feit they were set for life 
and that the quiet door places were 
as solid, from the standpoint of in- 
dustry, as steel, the change of heart 
is becoming widespread -in and 
around Manhattan, 

What's going to happen to the 
business if the predictions come 
true? 

How can the speaks carry on? 
What are their plans, future, if any? 

Any bartender will talk voluably 
on any of these points. The old 
timers have the best answers. Here 
is a summation of talks with over 
a dozen, including several who were 
cocktail shakers at Sherry’s, Rec- 


(Continued on page 34) 








NO. 1 AND 2 LIGHTS NOW 
IN USE FOR BURLESQUE 


Burlesque of all kinds around 
New York and perhaps elsewhere 


has brought back into use the sige 
nal lights. They are known as Nos. 
1 and 2. 

The lights are customarily con- 
nected between the front of the 
house and near the orchestra lead- 
er’s stand. They guide the per- 
formance. 

While the No. 2 stage perform- 
ance is going along and a suspicious 
looking individual or more might 
walk past the ticket taker, the No, 
1 light is switched on. Then the 
performance goes Quaker, 

It's that simple. 


Stage Pep Talks 


Kankakee, Oct. 12. 

Using an idea that did well for 
him last season at Wheaton, Gil 
Brown, of the Paramount, has are 
ranged with the athletic coaches to 
hold a pep meeting at the last night 
show the evening before all games, 

Coaches go out on the stage and 
talk to the audiences, figuring that 
better than the usual school rally, 














Prison Inmates Rebel 
Over No Amos-Andy 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 

Federal prison inmates at Leave 
enworth staged a near riot last 
week when they were deprived from 
hearing the Amos an’ Andy broad- 
cast, 

Under daylight saving time Amos 
an’ Andy came to the prison at 9 
o’clock but when the clock changed 
the radio pair did not hit the air 
here until 10 p. m. Under the pris- 





on rules lights are out and radios 
off at 9—and the trouble started 
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Casting Directors, 


with Must Orders 


From Execs, Claim Chief Patsy Title 


+ 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Studio casting directors, as of one 
accord, deny that the title of film 
patsy belongs to the much abused 
supervisor, or to the lowly assistant 
director. 

They are the prize fall guys of 
them all, they chirp, and when all 
the blame for bad pictures is passed 
down the line they are the last to 
get it. and have no one further down 
to pass the buck to. 

Execs blame the director; megger 
blames the supervisor; supervisor 
blames the writer and the last 
named says that the picture wasn’t 
properly cast. It’s a round robin 
all the way, with the casting direc- 
tor doing a solo outside the circle 
and eventually getting all the sour 
looks. 

Little White Lists 


But the casting director answers 
back that he’s casting director in 
name only, that everyone on the lot 
does his job for him, yet none is 
willing to take the fall. Top offi- 
cials, supervisors and directors tell 
him, it is protested, who shall be 
cast, leaving nothing for him to do 
but to ostensibly pick the bit parts 
and the extras. 

But there’s a joker even in that, 
the caster weeps, and this is in the 
shape of those white lists of ‘musts’ 
that are the nightmare of every 
studio caster. 

On the white lists are the favored 
ones who must have jobs ahead of 
others. One major lot has 189 on 
its list, put there by its top exec. 
They are relatives, friends of 
friends, distant relatives of 22nd 
cousins, fellow church attendants, 
lodge brothers under the skin and 
what have you. 

All of which leaves the casting 
director nothing whatever to do but 
to take the blame for everything 
that goes wrong in a picture, he 
says. 





Par Wants Roberti 


Paramount will ship Lyda Ro- 
berti to Hollywood in two weeks to 
finally exercise its one picture con- 
tract with the dialect girl. 

Miss Roberti was engaged for one 
talker last season, while in ‘You 
Said It,’ musical. The show closed 
in Chicago last week. 

The one-time contract negotiated 
by the Morris office carries options. 





SHERMAN BACK AT RADIO 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Lowell Sherman is back on his 
home lot, Radio, following loan to 
United Artists to direct ‘Greeks 
Had A Word for It.’ 

First assignment will be to meg 
‘Ladies of the Jury,’ starring Edna 
May Oliver. He will not be in the 
cast. 





PARAMOUNT RENEWALS 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Paramount has handed a new 
contract to Dudley Murphy, direc- 
tor, and option renewals to Walde- 
mar Young, writer, and John Bree- 
den, player. 





Loy at Metro 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Myrna Loy, recently a Fox con- 
tract player, has gone wit’ Metro on 
a term contract. 
First role is lead in ‘Fr aks.’ 





Lawrence Back on Coast 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Vincent Lawrence is back on his 
writing job at Paramount following 
his trip east to assist in the produc- 
tion of his stage play, ‘Washington 
Heights.’ 





Ruskin Arrives 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Harry Ruskin, playwright, arrived 
here yesterday (Sunday) under con- 
tract to Fox. 





Pathe Nitery Story 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Wilson Misner is working on a 
night club story for Pathe. No 
title yet. 














NOTHING IS TOO GOOD 
TO BE TRUE 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 





Small Dog Days 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Picture names’ pets have 
changed in size since the de- 
pression. 

Dogs following the stars are 
now Scotties, Dachshunds, 
Sealyhams or terriers. 

Wolf hounds and police dogs, 
former favored pets, are out. 
They eat too much. 











Agents Contracts 
No Good, Opines 


Labor Attorney 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Hundreds of managerial contracts 
signed by Hollywood agents with 
picture people can be voided at any 
time, according to Charles F. Lowy, 
attorney in Los Angeles for the 
State Labor Commission 


Vulnerable point is the lack of 
a clause in which the agent agrees 
to submit any controversy with his 
client to the Commissioner of Labor 
for adjustment. Contracts lacking 
this provision are illegal in Cali- 
fornia. 

Agent Relinquishes 


One agent, questioned last week 
when a group of clients complained 
he was doing nothing for them, re- 
linquished his exclusive contracts 
with three minors, and promised to 
insert the clause in contracts with 
two other players when this pro- 
vision of the law was brought to 
his atiention. 

In Lowy’s opinion, any artist can 
obtain rescission of an exclusive 
managerial contract if it fails to 
include the arbitration clause. 
Excessive commission is also 
grounds on which an artist can sue 
for rescission of an agency con- 
tract, although there are no federal 
or state laws restricting the per- 
centage an employment agent can 
take for his services. 

While the practice is to take 10%, 
there is no legal restriction against 
higher commissions, and the agent 
ean set the figure as high as his 
client will stand for. One contract 
giving an agent 25% came to the 
attention of the labor bureau re- 
cently. 





WANGER’S MOTHER DIES 

The mother of Walter Wanger 
died at her home in New York Sun- 
day night (11). 





SAILINGS 


Oct. 23 (London to New York): 
Keith Wilbur (American Banker). 

Oct. 17 (Berlin to New York): 
Siezgmund Moos, Claire Dux (Bre- 
men). 

Oct. 16 (London to New York): 
Jay Whidden (Ile de France). 

Oct. 14 (New York to Paris) Paul 
Palmer, Dita Parlo, Mrs. B. P. 
Schulberg, Mrs. Louis Weitzenkorn 
(Europa). 

Oct. 14 (London to New York) 
Edith Evans (Majestic). 

Oct. 10 (London to New York): 
Percy Burton (Carinthia). 

Oct. 9 (Capetown to London) 
Jenny Dean, the Buckleys, Billy 
O’Connor, Julian Schlesinger (Win- 
chester Castle). 

Oct. 9 (New York to Paris): J. P. 
McEvoy, Mr. and Mrs. Holden 
White, Mrs. Robert Ames (Paris). 

Oct. 8 (Bremen to New York): 
Max Altglass (Berlin). 

Oct. 8 (New York to London) Sir 
Oswald and Lady Stoll (Bremen). 

Oct. 7. (New Yerk to London) 
Julian Wylie (Benengaria). 

Oct. 7 (New York to London). 
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Wylie (Beren- 
garia). 

Oct 7 (London to New York): 
Adelaide Hall (De Grasse). 

Oct. 7 (London to New York): 
H. G. Wells, Mrs. Somerset Maugh- 
an, E. H. Sothern, Sol Newman 
(Aquitania). 

Oct. 2 (Capetown to London) Klit- 














gaard and Scott (Edinburgh Castle). 





WILL MAHONEY 
in ‘Earl Carroll Vanities’ 

The London ‘Evening News’ said: 
‘Mr. Will Mahoney is the most 
enormously energetic, clean-shaven, 
beaming, billycock-hatted, | bright- 
eyed comedian American has ever 
sent to London. Great stuff, this 
Mahoney.’ 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


CRITIC-EXHIB 


Bland Johanneson Declares Her 
Home Town Shall Have Talkers 





Newark, Oct. 12. 

Crying nightly for weeks over 
what is the matter with her home 
town, Clinton, N, J., Bland Johanne- 
son stopped the weeps when finding 
it is talking pictures. As the most 
noted citizen of Clinton and prob- 
ably its only cash taxpayer, the film 
critic felt the town had its eye on 
her as a shirker. 

Conferring only with her husband, 
Hugh Kent, Miss Johanneson 
stealthily laid out her campaign. She 
rented the opera house ror $108 a 
year, payable when and if; got a 
portable sound projector on her sex 
appeal; promised a film exchange 
near here to deal exclusively, with 
smiles as the pay off, and now, after 
the opera house is swept out, the 
business of screen exhibition will! 
start. 

Miss Johaneson will be owner, 
ticket seller and taker; Kent will 
count up, and a native who once 
owned a steropticon wil! be the 
booth man. 

325 Capacity 

The opera house, dusted off, seats 
around 325. A Saturday night show 
will be given every week or so, ac- 
cording to trade, and a double fea- 
ture bill will draw the populace. 
To cinch the draw the girl-exhib 
intends putting in a couple of two- 
reel comikers and running the show 
into Sunday. 

There’s not a talker house within 
20 miles of Clinton. The Kents lived 
in the town two years before know- 
ing it. They have a farm within 
the village limits. Population is 520 
on Saturday nights, including tran- 
sients. 

Despite the extra work cheerfully 
hopped upon by Miss Johanneson, 
she will continue to criticize the 
talking pictures shown on Broad- 
way every day in the New York 
‘Mirror.’ 

As a professional film critic the 
people of Clinton know that every 
picture booked by the ‘Mirror’s’ ex- 
pert into the opera house will be 
the hit of the week, and Miss 
Johanneson says her hoke town 
companions will get the best pic- 
tures if the best pictures don’t cost 
her over $3 double. 

Clinton had the first public motion. 
picture projection in America, being 
selected by Jean A. Le Roy for his 
first show Feb. 22, 1905. Nothing 
since then. 


Similarity to Its ‘Dove’ 
Stalls Radio’s ‘Marcheta’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Similarity in locale to ‘The Dove’ 
caused postponing of ‘Marcheta’ at 
Radio. With release dates close to- 
gether, studio was afraid the Span- 
ish pictures would be opposition to 
each other. 

‘Marcheta,’ a musical, is now 
scheduled to follow ‘Lost Squadron’ 
and then ‘Frontier’ as Richard Dix 
pictures. The Spanish story will 
not be made until late spring. 

‘Lost Squadron’ will be a Radio 
special. Eric Von Stroheim is in 
the cast, on loan from Fox. Paul 
Sloane will direct. 

Victor Schertzinger, who was to 
direct ‘Marcheta,’ may get another 
assignment, his contract running to 








December. 





Precedent 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

A man who does a mail order 
business in building biceps by 
metaphysical culture dropped 
in to the local Hays office to 
propose that the picture in- 
dustry send vut a  talkir 
short of him in action. 

The gent, with one of these 
Indian names and wearing a 
turban, was informed the pic- 
ture industry doesn't plug peo- 
ple in other lines. 

‘You ought to give me half 
an hour, anyhow,’ he insisted. 
‘You gave it to Shaw.’ 











LITTLE POLLY 
HAS NO GAMS 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
While studios are currently goinz 
through a Pollyanna period, with 
sex stuff getting a soft pedal, there 
are moans from the fan mags which 
are getting hard up for gam stills. 
Slamming down on dirt, which 
comes periodically in production, al- 
ways starts inside the studio with 
first orders being to clean up the 
stills. This phase sticks, although 
on the sets it gradually gets more 
liberal. ar 
Shooting hectic stills used to be a 
daily stint for the studio p. a.’s, with 
sure placing for all the gam photos 
they could turn out, 
One of the national fan mags, 
which has been going heavy for the 
attractive underpinnings, has found 
gam collecting so hard that it is 
going back into its files and re- 
publishing stuff taken three years 
ago. 





Perelman Hops to Par, 
Result of Contract Rule 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

S. J. Perelman is eastbound to- 
morrow (13) for the Paramount, 
lL. I., studio to start dialoging for 
the Marx Bros. on their next. He 
finished his stint at Warners today 
(Monday). WB wouldn't give Perel- 
man the six month contract prom- 
ised following ‘his initial six week 
stretch, although agreeable to con- 
tinuing him week-to-week. 

This is in line with Warners’ and 
other studios’ concerted policy 
against committing themselves to 
any contractual obligations, prefer- 
ring week-to-week arrangements 
for writers and cutting down on the 
contract thing. 

Perelman came west for the 
Winnie ‘Lightner picture for six 
weeks, completing it ahead of 
schedule and tackling a little extra 
dialoging until his guaranteed six 
weeks were up. 





Carey’s Hunch 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Harry Carey is going back to his 
ranch which was virtually washed 
away in the St. Francis dam dis- 
aster of four years ago. Two rea- 
sons take him back; one that he 
wants the wide open life again and, 
second, to cash in on the mob com- 
ing for the Olympic Games. 
Picture actor will restock his 
ranch and rebuild his trading post 
and import another flock of Indians 
from a reservation. Latter feature 
is the intended attraction for the 
Olympic visitors. 





Long Distance Dates 


‘Cloudy With Showers,’ the Pat- 
terson McNutt comedy at the Mo- 
rosco, New York, bought by Para- 
mount for filming in the fall of 
1932, is for Claudette Colbert and 
Frederic March. 

If Miss Colbert isn’t then avail- 
able, then second choice will be 
Miriam Hopkins. 





Wellman Gets ‘Wong’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
William Wellman replaces Alfred 
Green as director for ‘The Honor- 
able Mr. Wong’ (WB). 
Green has been assigned to ‘Union 
Depot.’ 





—— 


Haines Not Wild Over In Person 
Thing—Bill and Greta Garbo 


William Haines, famous for the 
superb nonchalahce with which he 
overcomes entanglements, mishaps 
and difficulties in his screen 
can’t quite cope with similar 
rences in his private life. Claa as 
he might be for one of his pi tures 
in flowered dressing gown with 
socks and garters plainly Visible, 
Haines. was throwing fits at the 
Capitol theatre over this matter of 
his personal appearances, 

In the midst of it all Haines ex- 
pressed an a‘ ntion of walking back 
to Hollywv, f needs be. Because 
after all, if personal appearancésd 
don’t go smoothly, what is the use 
of them? said William, 

Haines has had his hands full 
with his act. It is Haines’ first aps 
pearance on the stage. A mad- 
house dressing room and five showg 
a day don’t suit his picture tempera. 
ment. If anyone asks him if he wiil 
ever think of the légit stage, he 
can now answer, no. 

As to the pleasanter side of his 
life, his picture career; Haines igs 
satisfied with his new Metro con- 
tract, which is not a starring one. 
Because, says Haines, the talkers 
have left the screen so a star can- 
not possibly live up to the public's 
expectations of him, or to carry the 
whole film by himself. 

A star is only aS good as his last 
picture, says Haines, and if, as 
often happens, it isn’t a good one 
the public blames the star for every- 
thing. 


roleg 


nceny,r 
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No Use 


And what’s the use of being a 
star, anyway, when feature players 
who more often get good roles are 
practically starred by the public, 
talked about and praised, and can 
steal the picture because they have 
been able to show what they could 
do, he adds. 

Therefore, Haines hails the Metro 
plan of breaking down or building 
up if you will, its starring system 
by combining big names in pictures. 
Garbo and Gable are to be bally- 
hooed together in ‘Susan Lenox,’ 
Shearer and Montgomery are to 
combine, Wally Beery and Jackie 
Cooper have been slung together, 
Garbo, Novarro and Lewis Stone and 
Lionel Barrymore are slated for 
a joint picture, while it is rumored 
Garbo, Crawford, Gilbert and Gable 
will all be in ‘Grand Hotel.’ 

This will give the stars a break 
and should be done, says Haines. 


A Little Dirt 


Aside from his personal affairs, 
Haines has some Hollywood scandal 
to relate. He always breaks in 
Garbo’s bedroom slippers for her, 
he says. They both wear the sams 
size, 11. And though Garbo doesn't 
speak to any actors in Hollywood, 
he always says: ail 
‘Hello, Gret,’ and when she turns 
her head away he answers for her, 
saying, ‘Hello, Billy. How are you? 
You’re looking well today.’ 4a 
In fact, he often holds long ccf} 
versations with Garbo in this many 
ner, Haines states, when he meets 
Garbo on the street. 

You have to be cunning in the 
picture business, according 
Haines. A man has to be particyys 
larly cautious with all the feminine 
beauty grabbing the limelight. One 
time at an opening when a picture 
was to be taken of various ceels 
he found himself flanked by Joan 
Crawford and Marlene Dietrich. 
Knowing his mug didn't have 4 
chance with these beauts hogging 
the camera, Haines exclaimed, just 
as the picture was to be taken, ‘MY 
God, my pants are slipping.’ Both 
the gals looked down in horror aiid 
Billy grinned into the camera. ‘“ 
So Haines thinks he can get along 
in Hollywood, but not in personal 
appearances. 


WB Bid Not High Enough 
Doris Kenyon Tries Tour 


Hollywood, Oct. 1% 

Her contract with Warners 
closed, and refusing to re-sign at the 
price offered, Doris Kenyon will do 
a concert tour before listening t#@ 
any other picture offers. 

Tour opens here Oct. 26 alt the 
Town House. It is routed east- 
ward to close Dec. 7 in New York. 
There is also a possibility she will 
be spotted in an operetta on Broad+ 
way after that, with negotiat) ns 
now on. 

Miss Kenyon returned this wees 
from Europe, where she s2@ne at 





several private concerts. 
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V-P’s Are the Big No-Men 





One V-P as Defender—They’re Build-Ups 


for Presidents 


The biggest yes men in higher 
executive circles of picture and 
radio companies are the presidents. 
The vice-presidents are the real no- 
men. When the president wants to 
no but knows that he will yes if 
he grants the interview, the second- 
ary president is finally given the 
job of firmly recording the nega- 
tive. 

So says one v-p in defense of the 
68 other v.p.’s in picture and radio 
companies. 

‘I've been a v.p. for over five years,’ 
gays he, ‘and I’ve used my v-pship 
to build up a rep as a strong, silent 
man.’ 

This one vice-president 
himself in the 100% class of v-p 
no-ers. ‘I’ve no-ed everything. I 
have all the fun’ of saying no and 
none of the responsibility for what 
happens, good or bad.’ 

Declaring that he would rather 
be a v-p than a pres any day, this 
vV.p. continues: 

Secret Obligation 

‘I am free to make damfool sug- 
gestions willy-nilly, but principally 
nilly. If they are good the presi- 
dent gets the credit, and he is se- 
eretly under obligation to me. If 
they are bad, generally the case, 
the president gets the hell and he 
can’t blame me because he put them 
forth to the public as his own.’ 

In that one respect this v.p. claims 
the v.p. job is the best job in any 
company in any industry. About 
their need, he observes: 

‘Eevery company needs a v.p., not 
to act when the prexy is ill or out 
of town, but to act all of the time 
In fact, the v.p. is needed mor2 
when the president is active than 
when he is ill or out of town. Som2 
one must say No. Someone has 
to say this is a needless expense or 
that is a piece of cheese as enter- 
tainment.’ 

What do vice-presidents do in ad- 
dition to no-ing, and how much are 
they paid? 

To this the v.p., under fire of his 
own volition, responds: 

Earn His Dough 


‘A good vice-president has more 
to do with the building up of. a 
g00d personnel than a good presi- 
dent has, because he is in closer 
contact with the gang. A good v.p. 
also earns his pay by consenting to 
do the disagreeable things which 
have to be done. As to pay. most 
vice-presidents are pretty well pail 
considering they take no public re- 
8ponsibility. When they are right 
they justify their pay.’ 

In conclusion this v.p. passes unto 
himself and the other 68 this bene- 
diction: 

‘Pax vobiscum (to the presidents). 
God bless the vice-presidents. They 
don’t have any time for vice, but 
they give a hell of a lot toward 
building up the president.’ 


M-G Wants 125 Midgets 
And Beatty’s 38 ‘Cats’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Metro is scouting for 125 midgets 
and such other human curios as 
may be in the market for Tod 
Browning’s next directorial assign- 
ment, ‘Freaks All.’ 

Same studio is also negotiating 
with Clyde Beatty for his 38 ‘cats’ 
to use in ‘Tarzan.’ Beatty has been 
with the Hagenbach-Wallace circus. 


Sweet for Mobs 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Extras were called out in droves 

St week, daily average of 994 be- 
ing exceeded only once previously 
this year, 

Outstanding crowds on four suc- 
cessive days were used by Paul 
Stein, directing ‘A Woman Com- 
mands’ for Pathe . Top was 546 
extras ina military review. 

Thirty-six pictures last week, and 


at least as many indicated for this 
week, 


places 
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Slain 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Champ burn-up of the week 
was the repartee between two 
not so famous picture girls. 
One asked the other, ‘Pardon 
me, but are you in pictures?’ 

Actress No. 2: ‘Yes, my 
name is So-and-So’. 

A. No. 1: ‘Oh yes, but what 
name do you work under pro- 
fessionally ?’ 


FAN MAGS GET 
NASTY FOR 
SALES 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Major studios are into a huddle 
to try and curb the malicious in- 
terviews appearing in the fan mags 
of late. Studios figure the sensa- 
tional yarns are an attempt to boost 
the circulation at the expense of 
picture players. 

Several press departments now 
insist that one of the studio p. a's 
accompany all chatterer writers on 
their interviews. An exception is 
made for about half a dozen recog- 
nized scribblers. 

Most of the fan mags have taken 
on the general aspect of tabloid 
journals in the past three months 
from the studio viewpoint. 

Dirt From Kid 


Worst example of the dirt digging 
was done by a femme chatterer. 
The divorced husband of a picture 
star remarried two weeks ago. By 
his former marriage he has a five- 
year-old son. Actor and his bride 
stepped out of town for a few days 
following the wedding, so the chat- 
terer made a trip to the home,, took 
the five-year-old son out in the 
back yard and tried to get a story 
from him. 

When the nurse found them the 
chatterer was asking the youngster 
if he had seen his new mamma 
around the house much before the 
marriage and if her new mamma 
had ever stayed there all night, 

Nurse got a load of some other 
questions, then took a sock at the 
chatterer. 


Reno Stories Out 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Warners has permanently shelved 
‘Merry Wives of Reno,’ and indi- 
cations are that other studios are 
following the example. 
Many are tossing aside proposed 
divorce yarns. 


Tallulah West 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Paramount is bringing Talullah 
Bankhead to Hollywood for her next 
picture. 
John Cromwell will direct, but no 
story picked so far. It will be the 
actress's initial film on the Coast. 




















Robinson Back on Film : 
Edward G. Robinson and his per- 
sonal rep., Leonard Goldstein, have 
left for the coast. 

Robinson starts on his new War- 
ner picture, ‘Hon. Mr. Wong,’ Nov. 2. 
Vicki Baum’s Termer 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Vicki Baum has been given a 
term contract by Metro to work o1 
her play, ‘Grand Hotel,’ with Hans 
‘artos, 


Pathe Drops Garrick 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
John Garrick, taken from Fox by 
Pathe to play in ‘Bad 
dropped from the Pathe payroll, 


a 


Company,’ | 


a0 SAYS MENJOU 
AFTER 18 YEARS 


In Films on Both Sides of 
Atlantic, Actor Condemns 
Contracts and Freak Star 
Salaries as Cause of In- 
ferior Pictures — Advo- 
cates Tieups Only for 
Studio Protection 


FAVORS $5,000 TOP 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

‘Do away with the contract sys- 
tem. Cut out contracts for all 
writers, directors and players, with 
the exception possibly of the really 
big stars, and it’ll work out best 
for the product. The stars should 
be protected for private benefit of 
the studio, but otherwise eliminate 
the contract system and we'll have 
better pictures in no time.’ 

That’s Adolphe Menjou’s observa- 
tions from 18 years of experience in 
the picture business as an actor. 

As a veteran, with stardom on 
both sides of the Atlantic, Menjou’s 
observations on the business side of 
the picture business are away from 
the usual actor’s opinions. 

Menjou, as spokesman of this 
opinion at one of those Malibu Sun- 
day nite gatherings where the pic- 
ture business is .written and re- 
written every weekend, was sec- 
onded by a mixed group of directors, 
writers and execs. 

That a picture starts plenty in 
the red before going into produc- 
tion is generally ascribed to the 
contract system. 


Booking Talent 


Why not plot pictures on sched- 
ule in advance and then book the 
talent, director, et al., on a sched- 
ule, just lika the average indepen- 
dent picture is made? argues Men- 
jou. Only have a few cheap people 
and the $5,000 stars (top salary) 
under contract. The rest could and 
should be recruited from freelance 
sources, 

Menjou cites instances of his di- 
recter-friends who are ‘dying to 
make’ such-and-such story, because 
they feel they’re best suited for that 
directorial berth. Instead, just be- 
cause a director is under contract 
and his services must be utilized, 
what usually happens is that he’s 
given something not especially sym- 
pathetic with his peculiar talents. 
If the contract system didn’t obtain, 
this wouldn’t be necessary. 


Card-Index Faults 


Menjou disputes the argument 
that the card-index system of hav- 
ing certais supporting people al- 
ways on tap is an asset to the 
studio’s efficiency, by pointing out 
that even with this tabulation of 
contract talent, said talent must 
wait its turn owing to the sched- 
uled. number of productions. And 
since the producers must wait, re- 
gardless, until a certain player for a 
certain part is available, what does 
it matter whether he or she is un- 
der contract or not? 

Menjou cites himself as an ex- 
ample. Now freelancing since he 
and Metro couldn’t agree on terms, 
he has four pictures mapped out on 
schedule. Same thing would happen 
if he were under M-G-M contract; 
the same four pictures in advance 
would have to be mapped out in ad- 
vance, 

Stars Necessary 

The stars are necessary, he con- 
cedes, in order to hang the box- 
office angle on to him or her. And 
the stars should be kept within the 
$5,000 salary as in the old silent 
days; not the new inflated figures. 

Menjou has been 
the three great 
pictures. One 





cycles of motion 
| was when the so- 
ciety-drama was the big thing. Sec- 
| ond cycle was that dating from the 
| Germans-Lubitsch, Von Sternberg, 
j £2. A. Dupont (‘Variety’), the Pola 
; Negri-UFA pictures, ‘Cabinet of Dr. 
Caligari,’ and the third cycle came 
; with sound, which has also worn off. 


TEM FATAL 





active through | Monica boulevard July 26. 
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Swan Song 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Studio requested suggestions 
for the title of a falling star's 
picture. One submitted was: 
‘Farewell to Marquees.’ 


GERMAN FILMS 
OWN CRITIC 
ON ‘TRIB? 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Probability that local dailies may 
appoint a German picture-goer to 
review the Teutonic flickers at the 
three German film spots in town. 
‘Tribune’ has already taken the 
matter under serious consideration 
following the complaint of Louis 
Machat, of the Cinema theatre, 
against Mae Tinee (Frances Kur- 
ner), claiming that Miss Tinee, be- 
ing Irish, had not the proper Ger- 
man understanding to properly pass 
on Berlin product for the estimated 
500,000 Germans in Cook County. 

Triple fight for German patronage 
has already developed in town be- 
tween the Cinema with Ufa pic- 
tures, the Monroe with Tobis, and 
the Punch and Judy with its var- 
ious sources of foreign product. 
Feeling is that there’s not enough 
trade to support the trio, and that 
a product merger on distribution 
here between Ufa and Tobis is 
likely. 











Pretzels, Too 


Cinema is signed for Ufa prod- 
uct for three years exclusively. 
House started its first (Ufa) film 
under the contract last week. The- 
atre will go completely German and 
remove all vestiges of its Green- 
wich Village atmosphere, even con- 
verting the usherettes to Teutonic 
dress and speech and spotting free 
beer and pretzels in the lounge. 

Machat, manager of the theatre, 
is at present in the American hos- 
pital mending a broken hip, the 
result of an auto accident while 
on his way to New York. 


Chevalier in ‘Duchess’: 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Remake of ‘Grand Duchess And 
the Waiter’ will be next at Par- 
amount for Chevalier after ‘One 
Hour With You.’ 

Story was made. silent with 
Adolphe Menjou and Florence Vidor 
by Par. 

Popularity of Jeanette MacDon- 
ald in France caused Paramount to 
cast the actress in the French, as 
well as the domestic, versions of 
‘One Hour With You.’ George 
Cukor will direct both versions of 
this Maurice Chevalier picture, 

Studio is expected to keep Miss 
MacDonald on ‘Grand Duchess And 
the Waiter,’ which is also to get a 
Gallic version. Leo Marchand ar- 
rives from France this week to 
write the adaptation. M. Horney is 
with him for lyrics. 





Suing Oakie 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Jack Oakie and John 
ied for $10,250 damages 

erta Dunlap. 

She alleges she was 
the corner of Vine 
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Voight on Fan Mag 

Holl 

Hubert Voight, 
self out as head of Warner stu 

publicity, has joined the staff of 


Oct. 12 
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'!! Radio Reports 


A. P’s 6,500 Words Daily on Pictures, 
Fear Publicity Too Early for Film Aid 


—_— -—— 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

With the Associated Press estabe 
lishing a twice daily wire service 
out of Hollywood on film news as 
reported in ‘Variety’ several months 
ago, an average of 6,500 words a 
day will go from here over wires 
with picture news items which a 
year or so back would have reached 
the papers by mail. 

Urge to give lay readers spot 
studio news as soon, and before, it 
happens has been gaining steadily 
for a year. 

While studios are co-operating 
with these daily wire news gather- 
ers, the top execs are not so enthu- 
siastic for it as with the past 
method of news dissimination be- 
cause there’s now a wide time 
period between printing of such 
news in an eastern paper and the 
showing of the pictures involved. 
Producers figure that very little of 
the news sent on wires helps in a 
publicity way, as it kills the blurbs 
later sent from the studios and 
home offices nearer to release dates 
of pictures. 

The average of 6,500 words a day 
is exclusive of the dirt news and 
the hot stuff that becomes front 
page whenever a picture name is 
involved. 

A. P. plans two wires a day, aver- 
aging 350 words each. Some of the 
other big daily averages are: Uni- 
versal, 1,200; Consolidated Press, 
500; Chicago ‘Tribune,’ 300; United 
Press, 500 to 700; I. N. S., 300 to 
500; N. A. N. A., 500; New York 
Daily News, 500; Paul Block, 600; 
Premier Syndicate, 1,000. 





Weismuller as ‘Tarzan’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

After testing more than a dozen 
picture players and athletes, Metro 
has finally decided to spot Johnnie 
Weismuller, champ swimmer, in 
the part of ‘Tarzan.’ 

tudio, buying only the right to 

use the title ‘Tarzan,’ is writing a 
story entirely different from any of 
the Burroughs’ yarns for the new 
edition. M-G is also restrained from 
using any of the character names 
in the books, 

W. S. Van Dyke, who handled 
‘Trader Horn,’ will direct. 





McHugh as Souse 
Hollywood, Oct, 12. 
Warners has given Frank Mc- 
Hugh a two picture contract. First 
will be ‘High Pressure,’ followed by 
‘Union Depot.’ 
He'll play a stew in both. 





Daphne Pollard’s Dates 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Daphne Pollard opens for RKO 
Nov. 7 in St. Lwuis. . 
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Foreign Market Loss of $400,000 


Yearly to Am. Cos. May Bring More 
Economy Cuts in N. Y. Home Offices 








Weekly losses throughout. the 
world to American film companies 
of between $70,000 and $100,000, due 
to recent deflations in money 
values abroad, may be responsible, 
it is officially declared, for another 
cutting wave in U. S. picture 
plants. . 

The 25% decline of the English 
pound is figuring the largest. This 
was unexpected even a few weeks 
ago; so much so that Universal 
rescinded its wage cut action. 

With apvroximately $10,000 week- 
ly is now being lost by Universal in 
British territory alone, it is ad- 
mitted that the difference will have 
to be made up. The cut from indi- 
cations late last ‘week may be re- 
vived at U very shortly. 

At the same time other com- 
panies which have had reduced sal- 
aries in effect for months are con- 
sidering means of further economy. 

Paramount home office is buzzing 
with reports thet before the first 
of the year the five-day-a-week 
plan will materialize, at least for 
eastern employees. All during the 
summer Paramount has been ob- 
serving a cut ranging from 5 to 
25%, depending upon income. 

Weekly Losses 

Executives close to the figures 
on the foreign end figure that 
throughout the world the following 
companies are weekly losing $15,- 
000 each: Paramount, Universal, 
Warner-First National, Metro- 
Goldwyn and Radio Pictures. Fox, 
it is calculated, is losing around 
$10,000. 

Taking the lowest total figure, 
which is conceded to be ultra con- 
servative, American companies in a 
year’s time at the present money 
rate will lose a round $4,000,000. 
These millions are in addition to 
losses taken the previous year be- 
fore the foreign money decline. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Dropping of foreign exchange has 
hit Universal's finances to the ex- 
tent that the Carl Laemmle, Sr., 
order to restore all salaries that 
were cut up to 25% in April has 
been rescinded and checks are be- 
ing shrunk again from 10 to 25%. 
Number of employes is also being 
reduced. 

U hit harder than any other stu- 
dio, due to getting a bigger per- 
centage of its revenue from the 
foreign market, especially the 
British and colonial field. 

Although it is hinted that other 
studios will follow suit for the same 
reason, rumor of Metro lot slash has 
been denied in New York by 
J. Robert Rubin. 


Fox’s Loew Stock May 
Go to Schenck, Mayer 
And Others—$72 Per 


A report denied by some of those 
named in itis of a group headed 
by Nick Schenck, Louis B. Mayer 
and the Loew boys, about to pur- 
chase at $72 a share the 666,000 
shares of Loew’s common. stock 
held on behalf of Fox Films. If that 
amount were paid for the full quan- 
tity, the total would be around $48,- 
000,000. 

The original buy by William Fox 
of the Loew stock included 400,000 
shares from Mrs. Marcus Loew at 
$125 each. This sale was directed 
by Nick Schenck, Fox bought the 
remainder of its Loew holdings at 
prices not stated. 

At present the Fox-held Loew 
stock which amounts to control of 
the company is with a federal court- 
appointed committee, having re- 
ceived the stock in escrow from the 
Film Securities Company of Dela- 
ware. The latter as a holding com- 
pany received the large block of 
Loew stock from the Fox company 
at the direction of the federal court, 
as the adjustment of a government 
procedure against Fox Films in the 
Loew stock matter, the action de- 
manding that Fox divest itself of 
the Loew block. 


Mrs. Schulberg to Paris 


Mrs. Ben Schulberg is sailing on 
the ‘Europa’ tomerrow (14) from 
New York for Paris. With her is 











Basil Dean Drops In 


3asil Dean, head of Associated 
Talking Pictures, RKO production 
subsidiary in London, is in New 
York for conferences with RKO 
homes office execs. 

Dean will remain a few days, re- 
turning to London in time to open 
the new RKO studios there toward 
the end of the month. 


JOBS OPEN FOR 
CENSOR-WISE 
MEGGERS 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
advance what 





Knowing in cen- 
sors will fie on is now recognized 
as an asset in Hollywood. 

Directors and writers who can 
call the plays before the censor are 
finding it easy to get jobs on pic- 
tures in which crime or sex is 
prominent. By being able to elimi- 
nate the stuff before it gets round 
to the moral umpires, such men can 
save their studios thousands of dol- 
lars. This represents loss at the 
box office through over-knifed pic- 
tures, or money spent on retakes. 


Producers Uncertain 


General uncertainty among pro- 
ducers regarding what is illegal in 
certain spots causes the studio heads 
to lean on anyone who is believed 
to understand blue-nose psychology. 
Every studio has its Hays office 
man, but these men are on duty to 
eliminate only, without suggesting 
what is to take the place of the 
cut-out scenes. Advantage of hav- 
ing a censor-wise man _ working on 
a script or on the set is apparent. 
The varying censor regulations in 
the United States alone are a puzzle 
to the average writer and director. 
They only know the rudiments, such 
as no horizontal kisses or bedroom 
stuff, no pinching in the clinches 
and no baby clothes. 





Every world series 
new hero in bascball. 


uncovers a 
This series 
it is “Pepper” Martin of the St. 
Louis team. Each theatrical season 
will find a new sensation. We are 
still a sensation, both internation- 
ally and nationally, having been to 
Europe four or five times. 


YORK and KING 


Direction 
JENIE JACOBS 
REEVES & LAMPORT 





AGENTS’ INSIDE 
DEALS GET 
NY. EYE 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Agents are due for some harc- 
boiled handling when eastern execs 
get their studio cleaning under way. 
Among other things, the business 
heads want to know why salaries 
tilt up just as contracts are about 
to expire, and why so much talent 
comes through certain 

regularly and almost exclusively. 
Producers care nothing about 
associations and will use 
the agent only as far as studio pur- 
poses are furthered. Example last 
week in the bottling up of news 
sources, with co-operation asked of 
agents. Latter responded with alac- 


rity as it was the closest they’ve 
come yet to ‘recognition.’ 


agencies 


agents’ 








Not Much Done at 


Fox Board Meet: 


Some Rumors, but Clarke in Control 





General routine business was 


passed upon at the Fox Film board 
meeting held downtown New York, 
Thursday (8). The directors who 
convened at the belated session 
heard a report submitted by Harley 
L. Clarke, Fox pres., and ratified 
it. Inside info current was noth- 
ing of great trade moment had been 
brought up. The board took no ac- 
tion on the Fox dividend with the 
outside presumption tert that there 
may not be any on Fox stock. 

So far as can be gleaned from 
those who should know, dividend 
action by the board was deemed un- 
necessary in the face of conditions 
and the financial Fox Film state- 
ment, which report had been issued 
only last week. It showed a net of 
$120,152 for the half year ended June 
27, 1931. That may indicate that 
the financial patronage behind Fox 
Film may have decided to pass the 
dividend currently. 

While continuous rumors prevail 
of possible changes in the personnel 
setup of Fox Film, checkup from 
authoritative sources 
credence to them. 

Reports of possible personne! 
changes in the ox Film setup con- 
tinue from various sources, none 
iconsidered reliable, That these per- 
sist may be laid to certain outside 
machinations of individuals who 
would like to set in on the Fox 
ground or are desirous otherwise 
of having some Fox Film connec- 
tion. One of these is a _ realty 
broker who most usually is found 
to have some certain connection 
with existing reports. 


gives no 





Mrs. Louis Weitzerkorn. 





The latest rumor concerns Louis 


B, Mayer who is reported or has 
been as negotiating with Fox bank- 
ers for participation as an executive 
in the Fox Film line up. The sup- 
posed understanding was_ that 
Mayer, either alone or in combine 
with Nicholas Schenck and others, 
might purchase control of Fox or 
otherwise arrange to take over the 
Fox helm. 

Checkup of sources that should 
know say nothing to these reports. 
While some admit the probability 
of a merger of Fox and Loew’s 
sometime, even that isn’t positive. 
Harley L. Clarke looks to remain 
as head of Fox Film so far as 
financial say-so goes from now on. 


While for a period there may have 
been the possibility of Clarke 
stepping down in favor of some 
proper individual to be _ selected, 
none has so far been found to fill 
the chief Fox spot. Nick Schenck 
and Sid Kent having declined the 
post, the bankers were figuring on 
one or twoindustrial chiefs, neither 
of whom was consdered proper for 
the film biz post by Clarke, ac- 
cording to info, and thus both were 
declared out. 


Clarke Is Boss 


That Clarke is the boss of the 
situation so far as operating and 
| directing Fox goes, is indicated by 
the Fox board situation wherein the 
iull Clarke report as submitted was 
ratified. The report required around 
an hour to read, the entire meeting 
lasting 90 minutes. Present among 
others were Gen. Cornelius Van- 
derbilt, Frank O. Watts, Edward 
R. Tinker and Matthew Brush, di- 
rectors. 





Schedule Jams and Exalted 
Salary Ideas Finally Kill 


Studio 








MORALS 


So Many Swiped Story Synopses 
Par Cuts 130 off List 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Swiping of confidential story 
bulletins at Paramount studios, 
both east and west, has necessitated 
a reduction in number of the bulle- 
tins from around 150 to 20. Snip- 
ing agents, as well as other studios, 
were responsible for the cutdown 
order. With only 20 around, the 
story department can keep track of 
the weekly sheets. 


In pamphlet form, the bulletins 
contained synopses of stories that 





Paramount was considering for 
purchase, Agents would discover 


-in what the studio was interested 


and then grab an option, a partner- 
ship, or else buy the story outright. 
Then the price would go up. 

Other studios would get a copy 
and then jump in ahead of Par on 
stories they wanted. Bull was a 
dead giveaway to them. 

Originated by Edward Montague 
at Par, this pamphlet story idea has 
been taken up by Metro, Fox and 
Radio. It offers an easy way for 
all execs to look at new story ma- 
terial, without waiting for the 
scripts to be handed from one to 
another. 


ALL ITEMS BUT 
PHILA. STREET 
IN SO. CALIF. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Thanks to pictures and not the 
climate, Southern California has 
about the entire world, in atmos- 
phere, concentrated within a short 
distance of Los Angeles. 

The location map of any studio 
lists hundreds of nearby spots that 
will duplicate the scenery necessary 
for motion picture background. 

About the only tough assignment 
is to locate a New England village. 
For years, Kearnville went without 
paving its main street in order to 
preserve the N. E. atmosphere, but 
a state road put an end to that. 


Local Alps 


Lake Tahoe and_ surroundings 
double for the French Alps, Swit- 
zerland, Siberia and the far north, 

San Francisco Bay makes a good 
New York if the Statue of Liberty 
is processed in. California Street. 
’Frisco, is a typical N. Y. business 
street, 

Catalina Island does duty as most 
any South Sea Island. It also is 
used as Long Island. The Sacra- 
mento river has been known on the 
screen by every name from Amazon 
to Nile, but it’s still a sleeper jump 
from Hollywood. 

The chalk cliffs of Wales, barren 
coast of Ireland and the New Eng- 
land coast are all near Santa Bar- 
bara. But you have to go to Mon- 
terey to get anything that looks like 
Maine. 

Convenient Desert 


The Sahara desert is found a few 
miles north of Santa Barbara. 
Spanish towns are located on the 
outskirts of San Diego. The Ken- 
tucky Mountains are within walk- 
ing distance of San Bernardino, 

South Africa’s veldt is on the shores 
of the Salton+Sea. Yosemite Park 
doubles for most any European or 
American mountain location. 

About everything necessary to the 
production of pictures in the way 
of scenery is present in California. 
Everything but a é Philadelphia 
street. 


FREELANCING AGAIN 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Lois Wilson fades from the 
Universal payroll Oct. 17, having 


done nothing on that lot since 
‘Seed.’ Miss Wilson was loaned t« 
Caddo for one picture, ‘Age of 
Love.’ 
Following her 
freelance. 


release she will 


Talent Interchange 


+ 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Manner in which the loaning sys. 
tem ties up matters on the home lot 
has almost every studio now op- 
posed to interchange of people. 
Star-lending come 
pletely, and goes for im- 
portant supporting people. 


thing is out 


same 


Warners is particularly opposed 
to it. Studio had its bitter lesson 
with ‘Taxi’ (nee ‘The Blind Spot’) 
which was to have teamed James 
Cagney with Joan Blondell. Loretta 
Young is now in it and Miss Blon- 
dell has just finished on the VU. A, 
lot in ‘The Greeks Had a Word For 
It,’ although scheduled to be ready 
for her own WB lot weeks ago. 

When WB lent Miss FPlondell to 
Goldwyn for four weeks it was be- 
iieved she’d be through Sept. 1, in- 
stead of which Goldwyn had tough 
luck with illnesses among the cast, 
accident, etc., and production was 
delayed, thus necessitating the 
switch of Loretta Young opposite 
Cagney when WE counted on the 
Cagney-Blondell team as a natural 
for continuation. 

Can’t Recall 

Warners can’t recall its loan tal- 

ent under an Academy ruling that 
la loan artist must remain on loan 
until his services are completed. 

Loan contracts call for four 
weeks’ minimum whether a player 
is wanted for only two weeks or 
the entire four, plus a three weeks’ 
carrying .charge which represents 
seven weeks’ salary paid by one 
studio to the original contract-own- 
ing studio. Latter rarely makes 
money on its loan arrangements, 2s 
a loan inevitably jazzes up produc- 


Loans 


tion matters on the home lot 
through unforseen circumstances. 
These usually arise when a pre- 


scheduled picture can’t be cast im- 
mediately, or a certain director is 
required, thus shoving a later film 
ahead for earlier production. People 
' who had been farmed out meantime 
are not available to their own 
studios. 
Harding Incident 

Where ae star was formerly 
loaned, as Ann Harding was loaned 
to Fox for ‘East Lynne’ by Pathe, 
the $25,000 bonus was not kept by 
the Pathe studio, although it could 
technically do so. But when, as has 
arisen, Pathe turns that 25 grand 
bonus over to Miss Harding, the 
star usually starts thinking, ‘If Im 
worth that much extra to another 
lot why shouldn’t I be worth it to 


(Continued on page 60) 


SKOURAS AFTER FOX’S 
28 UPSTATE HOUSES 


Fox’s upstate New York houses, 
numbering around 28, may go to the 
Skouras Brothers under pending 
negotiations. There are other bide 
ders among whom are Warners. 
These are the houses formerly 
sought by the Comerfords. 

If the Skourases get these Fox 
spots it will give them an operat- 
ing circuit of some 96 houses. This 
takes in the 47 eastern Fox houses 
already acquired and 21 theatres 
which they are jointly operating 
with Paramount. 

Among the bidders for the upstate 
Fox sites are interests represented 
by Saul Rogers, former Fox general 
counsel, 


COHEN’S OWN SLANI 
ON NEW PAR DUTIES 


Hollywood, Oct. 1-. 

IEmanuel Cohen, here to survey 
the Paramount production layout, 
denies he will reduce the personnel, 
or cut. salaries or production 
budgets. He wants to reduce the 
general operating cost, and hopes 
to accomplish it by having each de- 
partment familiarize itself with the 
problems of others. 

Cohen will visit the coast 
quent intervals, bringing recom- 
mendations from the sales and the- 
atre operating angles. In return 
BR. P. Schulberg will be the studios 
delegate to the home office. 

Cohen expects to be here (we 
weeks. 
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OMINOUS BUYING 





Depression Kills Off Solo Star 
System and Brings Down Cost of 


Talkers to All-Time Rock Bottom 





Depression has established two 
important precedents for the picture 
industry. It has overthrown al- 
most 100% the solo star system. 
It has gotten the cost of sound pro- 
duction on an all-time rock bottom 
basis. 

The status of sound costs has 
within the past two years declined, 
in comparison to average feature 
costs in the silent days, from an 
extra 100% to 25%. For the first 
time it is officially revealed that the 
average sound feature will always 
exceed the minimum of a silent pic- 
ture budget by 25%. 

Economic pressure is’ credited 
with doing as much to relieve the 
comparatively enormous overhead 
caused by sound as the progress of 
sound scientists and _ inventors, 
since the industry took hold seri- 
ously of dialog. 

In entertainment value, sound is 
not figured by production experts 
as costing the industry a cent over 
silent days. These now place as 
permanent an additional box office 
value of 25% contributed by sound. 

Contrary to an uneasiness man- 
ifest in certain home offices that the 
industry is due for an innovation 
to bolster its box office, executives 
recer.tly arrived from Hollywood 
declare that from the production 
point of view the industry needs no 
added stimulant. 


The Right Job 


Like D. W. Griffith brought in the 
feature length at a time when all- 
short programs were commencing to 
die in the nickelodeons, and like 
sound was introduced when silent 
production was on the slide, pro- 
duction overseers are certain that 
right now the industry needs no 
novelty; that it has reached the 
stage where it is an entity, satisfac- 
tory as such to the buying public, 
when the job is done right. 

Quality is regarded as the answer 
to the box office problem from now 
on. It was specifically for that 
quality and strength that producers 
commenced what is now admitted 
to have practically shelved the sin- 
gle star name for any one picture. 

Within the past eight months the 
old star system has been revolu- 
tionized, until now some of the lead- 
ing producing companies are enter- 
ing the new season with the word 
‘vehicle’ practically banned in 
schedule language. 

Paramount, for example, will go 
through 1932 with only one player 
actually starred. That is in the 
case of Harold Lloyd, who is in a 
class by himself with his own unit 
and the company literally nothing 
more than a distributor. 


U’S 9-DAY STOCK SHOT 
FEATURES AT $40,000 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
An entire series of economy pic- 





tures, budgeted at under $40,000, 
will be made by Universal using 
Stock scenes for the action back- 


ground. Production schedules for 

these films will be nine days each. 
Stories being lined up to build 

around the laboratory clips include 


dog, airplane and boxing subjects. 
An auto story is now in production. 

U is looking for directors who 
ae vy the trick of shaving dollars 


production costs. 


Free Headaches 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

How deeply women’s clubs have 
terested themselves in pictures, 
oth producing and exhibiting, is 
Lic ited by the fact that practi- 
illy every one of the femme groups 

as a film chairman, 
1.adies’ organizations now rank 
1 one of their most impor- 
tant topies of discussion. 
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SHORTS WITH ATHLETES 


Will 





Be Hook-in With American 





Olympia 
Under a special tie-up with the 
American Olympic Committee and 


the Amateur Athletic Union a series 
of ‘Olympic Events’ shorts will be 
released for Hal Roach through 
Metro, starting in the spring. Dis- 
tribution is timed in advance of the 
Olympic Games to be played in Los 
Angeles next year (1932). 

Series from Roach so far includes 
set-up of four with amateur champs 
in various fields, by special arrange- 
ment with the A.O.C. and A.A.U., 
since amateurs cannot accept sal- 
ary, taking part. 

Release will begin 


Mar. 5. 


GIANNINI BANK 
OFF PICTURES 





At the same time Dr. A. H. Gia 
nini was elected chairman of th. 
executive committee of the Bank of 
America on the Pacific Coast, it was 


also decided that that bank, on 
either coast, shall not hereafter 
make loans to or finance picture 


producers. Particularly on the west 
coast has the former Giannini bank, 
Sank of Italy, now Bank of Amer- 
ica, dealt liberally with the inde- 
pendent film producers. Several out 


there just now, with one or two 
quite prominent, have financing 
deals with the Bank of America, 


the bank furnishing the production 
money. 

Since Dr. Giannini became inter- 
ested with New York banking in- 
stitutions many of the Broadway 
picture people have become depos- 
itors in his banks, which later 
merged with the Bank of America 
in the Transamerica deals. Any 
number of the New York film people 
also have borrowed through the 
doctor. 

Dr. Giannini personally is very 
popular with the show crowd. 


H. ARTHUR WEST TO 
DECENTRALIZE FOX-WC 


Harry Arthur has been appointed 
general manager of Fox West Coast 
by Harley L. Clarke, Fox president, 
and leaves for the Coast in about 
three weeks. This follows confabs 
in New York between Oscar Old- 
know and Clarke. 

It is likely that decentralization 
of FWC will start with Arthur's ar- 
rival in Los Angeles. Arthur will 
operate on the Coast under Old- 
know, who is executive v. p. 

Oldknow has already reached the 
Coast after a week's stay in the 
East. He left by plane Sunday (11). 
He arrived east unannounced on a 
summons to Seattle by Clarke. 

It is improbable that the entire 
FWC group is to be split up but 
certain sections will be grouped off 
under localized operation. Among 
such will be the Kansas City and 
St. Louis districts, which may be 
separated and as local corporations, 
but with FWC affiliation and some 
overhead supervision. Another an- 
gle is that FWC may also sell these 
spots to bidders now angling for 








| the houses. 





Whatever change of manpower, if 
any, to be caused by decentraliza- 
tion plans will be minor. 


JUNIOR LAYS OFF 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., out of his of- 
fice for three days last week with 
a bad cold. 
Expected on the job today (Mon- 
day). 
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5 OVER-BOOKING 
CIN OF FAMINE? 


Exhibs Nervous Over Loom- 
ing Problems of Spring 
and Summer—Long Runs 
Would Jam Books, Bring 
Cancellations—May Mean 
Boom for Indie Product 


QUESTION DELIVERY 


Extreme nervousness among the- 
atre operators and distributors is 
manifesting itself over worry about 
is feared, are 
only around the corner and like 
the proverbial cat may jump out 
of the bag when least expected. Not 
only what is being done now but 
what will happen next spring and 
beginning to unnerve 


problems which, ft 


summer is 
some quarters. 


There are a iot of if’s, and’s and 
but’s expressed, with opinion divid- 
ed on what seems likely to occur. 
In effect it all simmers down to: 

1. With all chains overbuying this 
does that mean some of the 
are going to sacrifice 


ear, 
uistributors 
playdates? 

2. Does heavy’ chain 
mean a product shortage will have 
to be faced next spring and sum- 


| mer”? 

3. Did chains overload with that 
fear in mind? 

4. Will producers deliver the 
product officially announced for 
"31-32 and sold? 

5. Is the independent producer 


and exchange-man to get the big- 
gest break in history during this 
season? 

All these and concomitant ques- 
tions have the industry in its dis- 
tributing and exhibition ends a lit- 
tle up in the air, even though there 
seems no immediate reason for 
worry. 

When the spring and summer ar- 
rives, the story will be told. Mean- 
while pictures are being bought 
right and left by chains and inde- 
pendent accounts, many theatres 
taking so much product it is doubt- 
ed in some quarters if it can be 
played out unless a bad dearth 1s 
brought about by shorter play 
dates. 

Over- Selling 

Distributors meanwhile are sell- 
ing accounts even if it appears they 
are loading up too heavily, turning 
around later to wonder whether by 
the end of the film year they will 
be the ones to get stuck by having 
product cancelled out. 

If that occurs, the distrib has 
lost just so much business he might 
have sold to less-overbought opposi- 
tion houses. If business conditions 
should improve to the point where 
playdates are lengthened or prod- 
uct is strong enough to hold longer 
on runs, then someone is going to 
get hurt from that alone. 

One belief cherished by the dis- 
tribs is that chains which have 
taken many brands of product this 
year for the first time have done sc 


with the thought that none of the 
producers would deliver full pro- 
grams. It is feared some of the 


producers may not be able to make 
the number of pictures previously 


|} announced. 


The spread of double-billing and 
the narrowing down of playdates 
makes a heavily increased number 
of pictures imperative this season. 
Exhibitors are finding that they do 
good busness the first two days but 


not the third, so cut out the third. 
Scores of split week theatres have 
come down to three and “four 


changes weekly, eating up twice as 
much product on a given year than 
before. 
Running Time Cut 

Run houses around the country 
which formerly held pictures for 
five and six weeks, now are lucky 
to get off the nut for half that time, 
nearly bunching that type of op- 
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3-4 Reelers Displacing 2-Reelers 
As Solution of Double Featuring 
By Harassed Producers of Shorts 





Who Drove? 


Record for a film executive's 
coast-to-coast time in his own 
auto is claimed by Col. Jason 5S. 
Joy of the Hays Organization. 
The colonel covered the trans- 
tinental course from Hollywood 
to New Yerk in five days at an 
average speed of 40 miles the 
hour. 

First day out Col. Joy aver- 
aged between 65 and 70 miles 
an hour, covering a lap of 921 


miles, he says. Second day 60 
miles and coverage 648 miles. 


poo 


Remaining daily mileage 
and f06, with the worst setback 
in time from Newark to New 
York. 


TELEVISION IF 
AND WHEN 
ALL AT&T 


And Not Before 3 Yrs. 
in Theatres, If at All 











When Television is successfully 


debuted in America it will be intro- 
duced and maintained by American 
Telephone and Telegraph and some 
of the AT&T subsidiaries. There 


is now and will be, according to 
highest inside indications, no agree- 
ments entering into crossing of 
patents with other Television inter- 
ests here or abroad. AT&T will be 
its own television entity. 


Meantime all Television methods 
have been (and are being) investi- 
gated by the American electrics. 
Not one of them, according to in- 
side, concerns the electrics on the 
patent issue. 

From the angle of Television in 
the American theatre AT&T, 
through General Electric and RCA, 
admits that if today it had perfec- 
ted a devise for theatre reception, 
two things would delay its show- 
ing. 

Novelty Acts 

First the depression, and second 
that it takes on an average of three 
years after a state of scientific per- 
fection has been reached for such 
perfection to materialize into the 
marketing stage. 

Television that gets into the the- 
atre before AT&T places it there 
will be regarded by the electrics as 
‘just novelty vaudeville acts.’ 





Eileen Creelman West 
Eileen Creelman, the writer, 
leaves for Hollywood tomorrow. 








regular first runs and 

like New York, De- 
and Chicago, bringing about 
serious operating problems, 

The independent producer made 
the greatest headway of his career 
last spring and summer, indie ex- 
changes all over the country find- 


eration with 
in ‘hot spots’ 


troit 


ing it impossible to fill orders, it 
is claimed. Even chains were so 
pinched in some situations they 
contacted all independents looking 


over everything available for minor 


+ 


| 
| 
| 


houses and in many cases taking 
contracts. 

Encouraged by dearth of prod- 
uct and calls from chains, inde 
pendent producers and exchanges! 


31-'32 will be the 


ire hopeful that 








Solution of double-featuring for 
shorts producers who have lost up- 
ward of $1,000,000 the past year in 
distribution from this source alone, 
may be in the puffing of briefs to 


three and four reels. If double bill- 


ing cannot be wiped out, belief is 
becoming strong a compromise be- 
tween present length of shorts and 


the average length of features is 
the only salvation for the short 
makers, 

Sales strength will be exerted in 


marketing picture as second half 
of double-feature programs to ac- 
counts which play twin bills. Excep- 
tions, of course, are where 
picture already has been sold as a 
short. 

With most propaganda against 
continuance of dual-billing ineffec- 
tive, the shorts makers are finding 
that a way to meet the situation 
by playing into its hands is inevit- 
able. 


spots 


That ‘2d Feature’ 

There are strong arguments in 
favor of three and four reel shorts, 
preferably the four-reeler which on 
an average would run 40 to 45 min- 
utes. Consuming that time, it is be- 
lieved they would stand a chance 
of supplanting that ‘second. feature’ 
with the dual-billers. Many west- 
erns and independents bought as 


‘seconds’ run under 60 minutes. 
Many others are above, entirely 
squeezing shorts from _ programs, 


even small half-reel fillers. 

Were the four-reeler to substi- 
tute for ‘second features,’ it is 
pointed out some additional room 
would be left for one-reel material, 
the entire move protecting more of 
the filler than now. At the same 
time, it is thought a sales argument 
would be derived from the fact that 
a theatre would be giving greater 
diversity of entertainment. 


K. C. ‘Shoot to Kill’ 
Order Due to 3 
House Bombings 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 

A ‘shoot to kill’ order was issued 
last week by Police Chief Siegfried 
following the bombing of three pic- 
ture theatres. Chier said the order 
was directed at all bombers and 
came after several attempts to con- 
vict confessed bombers had failed 
in the criminal courts. 

Theatres bombed, all in one 
night, were the Bijou, Admiral, and 
the National, residentals, affiliated 
with the independents and the Fox 
houses which have declined to ac- 
cede to two men being employed in 
the booths, None of the explosions 
caused extensive damage, loss to 
the Admiral of about $2,500 being 
the largest. 

The independent managers have 
Started a newspaper ad campaign 
to advise the public of the situa- 
tion. Some 22 houses are closed 
and those open are running with 
one man in the booth. 


Clarke to Coast? 


Harley L. Clarke, Fox president, 
looks to be headed for the Coast 
soon on his second trip west to the 
lox studios since he med con- 
trol of the company. 

Glenn Griswold, head of Fox pub- 
lic relations, may accompany 
Clarke. Date of trip not known. 








assu 


PULLARD IN AGAIN 


Culver City, Oct. 12. 


Having done nothing since June, 
when his last effort, ‘Boarding 
School Girl.” was stopped during 
production, Harry Pollard gets the 
issignment to pilot ‘Limpy,’ for 


biggest season for them ever. Na Metro. 
tional distribs agree that the indies | Film, based on the story by Wil- 
have a good chance ot that hope} liam Johnston, will be a starrer for 


being fulfilled, 


jackie Cooper, 
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With Shorts Market a Dud, 
Producers Using Two-Reel 


Oct. 12. 
comedy- 
report 
their 
feature 


Holly wood, 
Hollywood is currently 
conscio¥s. All producers 
from exhibitors and 
branch offices for more 
Jength laugh-provokers. 
Demand for comedies is consid- 
ered here a reaction to the blood 
and thunder of the recent gang 
cycle and the gradual dropping 
from programs of the feature rib- 
ticklers which used to go out on 
a ratio of at least one to three. 
Increase of comedy pictures is 
seen for every major program. 


Roach On Shorts 


Hail Roach, who a week ago told 
his stockholders that two-reel com- 
edies are dying on their feet, due to 
double feature programs, this week 
started a hunt for material which 
will stretch into four and more 
reels for Laurel and Hardy. 

Universal and Sennett intend a 
stretching process for their short- 
length stars. Former will make fea- 
tures with Slim Summerville and 
the latter will elongate Andy Clyde 
material. 

Only set comics currently are the 
Joe E. Brown pictures from War- 


calls 


ners; Wheeler and Woolsey from 
Radio, and Dressler and Moran’s 
trom Metro. Producers, looking 


back over recent business, feel that 
these comedy players are not suffi- 
cient to take care of the theatre 
Jaugh seekers. 

Chaplin comes around about once 
in two years and a Lloyd about 
every 18 months. 


Two New RKO’s for 
23rd and 42nd Due 
To Open Next Sept. 


With preliminaries to building 
practically complete for new the- 
atres on Eighth avenue at 23d and 
42d streets, RKO is also consider- 
ing two other sites along new sub- 
way routes. One is the heavily 
populated Grand Concourse zone, 
the otther a section of Brooklyn 
considered not over-theatred. This 
site is at the corner of Fulton and 
Nostrand avenues. 

Reports that Loew might build 
at Eighth avenue‘and 42d street 
are denied. 

During the past week RKO has 
completed financing for both its 
Kighth avenue houses, which will 
play vaudfilm. Both houses get un- 
der way this fall, with opening set 
for next September. 

It will be a 3,006 seater on 42d 
street and a hous® seating slightly 
less than that on Grand Opera 
House site at 23d street. 


EASTMAN BUYS PATHE 
N. J. LAB FOR $314,000 


Eastman’s has’ purchased the 
Pathe laboratory in New Jersey. 
Price paid was $314,000, It’s the ex- 
act amount the lab was inventoried 
at wheh the old Pithe company 
sold it to RKO in January last. 

The original Pathe company in 
America, branch of its French pa- 
rent concern, had its first head- 
quarters over here on the Jersey 
side, 

The combined printing of Radio, 
RKO-Pathe and Pathe News hence- 
forth will be concentrated in one 
Jaboratory through a contract with 
Consolidated, 








Hughes’ Arctic Stuff 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Glenn Kerschner, cameraman and 
Charles Rocheville, pilot have re- 
turned here with several thousand 
feet of film shot in Multicolor of 
the Donald MacMillan expedition 
into the Arctic. Plane flight was fi- 
nanced by Howard Hughes. 

Material will be edited and sound 
and a Jecture dubbed in, to be re- 
leased either as a feature or shorts. 


Knoblock’s Play Sold 


Edward Knoblock’s play, ‘If a 
Body,’ has been purchased by Uni- 
versal. 

It will be released under the pic- 
ture title of ‘Apartment Hotel.’ 





Stars for Laff Feature Rush 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week Oct. 16 


Paramount—‘Beloved Bach- 
elor’ (Par). 

Roxy—‘Heartbreak’ 

Capitol — ‘Susan 
(Metro). 

Rivoli—‘Monkey 
(Par) (2nd week). 

Strand—‘Honor of 
(FN). 


(Fox). 
Lennon’ 


Business’ 


Family’ 


Mayfair—‘Spirit of Notre 
Dame’ (VU). 
Winter Garden—‘Tive Star 


Final’ (WRB) (6th week). 
Hollywood—‘Alexander Ham- 
ilton’ (WB) (5th week). 
Rialto—‘Palmy Days’ 
(4th week). 
Hippodrome —‘Homicide 
Squad’ (U). 


(CA) 


Week Oct. 23 


Roxy — ‘The Cisco Kid’ 
(Fox). 

Capitol — ‘Susan Lennox’ 
(Metro) (2nd week). 

Rivoli—‘ Monkey Business’ 
(Par) (38rd week). 

Mayfair—‘Spirit of Notre 


Dame’ (U) (2nd week). 
Winter Garden—‘Five Star 


Final’ (WB) (7th week). 
Hollywood—‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB). 
Rialto—‘Palmy Days (VU) 


(5th week). 


$2 Pictures 


Guardsman’ 
(6th week). 


‘The (Metro) 


(Astor) 


Foreign Films 
Rhein’ 
(Eu- 


‘Lindenwirtin vom 
(Superfilm) (German) 
ropa) (4th week). 

‘Die Grosse Sehnsucht’ 
(Cicero) (German) (Tobis- 
Vanderbilt) (2nd week). 

‘Susanna Macht Ordnung’ 
(Tofag) (German) (Belmont) 
(2nd week). 

‘Das Lied von Leben’ (Tohis) 
(German) (Cameo) (16). 

‘Rafle du Soir (French) 
(Little Carnegie) (15). 

‘Floetenconcert von Sans- 
souci’ (Ufa) (German) (Cos- 
mopolitan) (16). 

‘Flying Fool’ (BIP) and 
‘Love Storm’ (BIP) (British) 
(Warner's) (16). 














Plunkett East 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

RKO’s theatre operator, Joe 
Plunkett, is eastbound and due in 
New York the middle of this week. 

Spent an intensive fortnight at 
Radio and RKO-Pathe studios. He 
looked over the product and made 
suggestions with an eye to the box- 
office. 





McComas’ Salary 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Hal Roach’s contract with Kendall 
McComas, 14-year-old boy who 
plays six-year-old parts, is up for 
court approval, Five-year gamut 
runs from $75 to $300 for the 24 
guaranteed working weeks yearly. 
Lay-off weeks a flat $25. 

Any time the kid is solo featured 
his salary trebles. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Edward G. Robinson. 
Leonard Goldstein, 
Jack Gordine. 
Milton Schwartz. 
Charles Feldman, 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Joseph M. Schenck. 
John Gilbert. 

Hal Phyfe. 

Joseph E. Plunkett. 
Bernie Prager. 
2ella Cohen. 

Sam Spewack. 
Chas. Rosenzweig. 
S. J. Perelman. 


SOL LESSER LEAVES U 


Announces Company to Produce 
Pictures on Royalty Basis 





His. resignation from Universal 
and a new company formation are 
simultaneously announced by Sol 
Lesser. 

The Motion Picture Guild of 
America, a Delaware corporation, 
with Nathan Burkan, attorney, is 
the company, to make pictures on 
a royalty basis for the principal 
talent engaged. 

Lesser has been acting as assist. 
to the president, Carl Laemmle, Sr., 
of U. Lesser is at present in Calif. 


NEW CONTRACTS 
TIE UP STAGE 
DATES 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Studios are all revising and 
amending their contracts uniformly 
and by special clauses to restrict 
as much as possible in their favor. 
Television already has been in all 





clauses for several months, Ditto 
commercial advertising. 
Personal appearances are now 


coming to attention, especially on 
the Warner lot, with Joe E. Brown 
and Edward G. Robinson lately 
playing for other circuits, which 
benefit on what WB considers is its 
exploitation. 

Own Theatre Outlets 


Studios which have theatre out- 
lets are making sure that all con- 
tracts call for personal appearances 
in their own theatres at the studio 
salary plus the usual hotel expenses, 
same as when a player goes on lo- 
cation. William Haines, now out 
for Loew-Metro, is an example 
thereof, Publix-Par have always 
worked along these lines. 


Studio, when and if collecting 
more for its player is privileged to 
keep the difference so long as it 
pays off the actor’s studio contract 
salary. 

Studios are reserving all rights 
in favor of themselves, leaving the 
option on bonus or compensation 
readjustment strictly with them. 
Same goes for talent-lending, al- 
though there have been instances 
where the bonuses received for 
lending players were turned over to 
the player. Harry Cohn did that 
for Stanwyck on the Warner deal 
and Pathe for Ann Harding when 
Fox borrowed her for ‘East Lynne.’ 





Now ‘Lover’ for Comic 


‘Her Cardboard Lover,’ done on 
the stage by Jeanne Eagels and as 
a silent for Metro by Marion Davies, 
is going lowbrow. 

It has been picked by Metro for 
Buster Keaton. Edward Sedgwick, 
Keaton’s director for years, will 
again give orders on the set. 





——— | 
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Hollywood 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, print 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and piaced as a wrapper upon the oul 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department. 





Janet Gaynor, off to Europe with 
her husband and mother when ‘De- 
licious’ finishes, gives some other 
Fox femme a chance in ‘Salomy 
Jane.’ 

Latter film will probably start 
before Miss Gaynor returns. 

Lupita Tovar has gone to Mex- 
ico City to work in a picture made 
by the government-subsidized Na- 
tional Mexican Productions. Suc- 
ceeds the Empire Co., also a gov- 
ernment outfit. Columbia will 
handle releases. 

Evalyn Knapp, back at Warners 
after being laid up with a broken 
vertabra, goes into ‘High Pressure,’ 
the next William Powell feature, 

Sylvia, Hollywood masseuse, who 
tipped about the stars in a weekly 
mag, left for New York to talk 
over the production of BDdith Ellis’ 
new play, ‘They Who Get Slapped,’ 
a story of Hollywood stars on the 
reducing table. 

Edward Hillman, husband of 
Marian Nixon and son of the Chi- 
eago dept. store family, is going 
into the beauty book publishing 
biz. 





Rogers’ Ziegfeld Spot 

Charles (Buddy) Rogers’ contract 
with Paramount, up early next 
month will not be renewed. Rogers 
will head an orchestra in the Hotel 
New Yorker, N. Y. He is dicker- 
ing with Florenz Ziegfeld for a part 
in a musical, 


Trem Carr’s location ranch will 
be used as a pig farm when not in 
pictures, Carr, Joe Phillips and 
Ernest Hickson have gone in for 
pork production. 

Allons Productions, indie, has 
been organized to make six west- 
erns featuring Franklin Farnum. 
Cliff Smith directs. 








U. S. C.’s Grosses 
Despite the weekend scrambles 
for desirable football tickets and 
the 24-sheeting of the games on 
about 100 stands, the 110,000 ca- 
pacity of the Coliseum has not been 
half taxed so far. 





Foy for Ruth 
Babe Ruth due here Oct. 18 and 
starts Oct. 25 in the shorts Bryan 
Foy will produce for Universal. 


Hawks Back at WB 

Howard Hawks returns to War- 
ners-FN for a _ picture, probably 
directing a motorboat race story of 
his own, and then goes back to 
Howard Hughes. Boat story may 
have Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and 
James Cagney. 


Dead Wire Suit 

Associated Managers (Lily Sha- 
dur agency) is suing Southern Cali- 
fornia Telephone Co. for $10,000 
damages alleged caused by discon- 
tinuance of her ’phone service with- 
out reason, since all bills were paid. 
Phone company claims it was in- 





| structed to discontinue service. 





Most Versatile Film Buyer on 
His 18,000-Mile Ride Back Home 





Joe Fisher, head of Capital The- 
atres of the Far East, started off on 
his 18,000 mile trek back home 
Thursday (8) after three months 
of looking over talkers in New 
York. If he doesn’t miss any trains 
or boats, he hopes to be back in his 
own office by Dec. 6. But that in- 
cludes playing around Hollywood 
about 10 days— and in Hollywood! 

Fisher is probably the world’s 


most versatile buyer. In New York 
he confined himserf to pictures, buy- 
ing about 120 of them, plus equal 
number of shorts. That’s out of 480 
he and his sister, Fanny Fisher 
looked at. He picked up some pro- 
duct in France and Germany before 
he got to New York. But in France 
and Germany Fisher found time 
enough to do some buying outside 
of films. In Germany he bought beer 
and in France wine. 

Even in New York, Fisher did 
some buying of objects variously 
aligned between those two poles of 
beer and films. One thing he bought 
was a couple of radio sets( Warn- 
er’s gave him a special price) which 





are good enough for him to listen 


in on New York stations, though 
18,000 miles away. 
Censor Headaches 

But Fisher’s main interests lie 
along picture lines. He reached sev- 
eral important decisions while in 
New York this time. Most impor- 
tant is that he’ll be back regularly 
about once a year, despite the 
length of the trip involved. That’s 
in order to save himself censor 
headaches, Of the films he’s shipped 
back to Singapore since here, all 
have been passed by the censors. 
Previously, when picked here for 
him, by others about 40% were 
turned down after they arrived. 

Fisher not too much _ worried 
about conditions, he says. According 
to cables from his home office, 
grosses in Singapore, the Straits 
Settlements, and other sections of 
the world covered by his theatre 
circuit dropped 40% during Septem- 
ber. But he feels certain, he says, 
that it’s only momientary and will 
pick up nicely again, very soon. 

Beer and wines bought by the 
Far East operator are also for the 
Fisher houses, Theatres over in that 
niche of the earth have their own 
bars, as an important side line en- 





tertainment. 





‘N. D.’ Rush Release 
Universal jumped up release on 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ to Oct. 10, 
releasing in 50 spots simultaneouly, 
to coincide with the Northwestern. 
Notre Dame game. ‘Heaven on 

Earth’ now goes out Oct. 29, 


Par Options ‘Pickup’ 


Paramount has optioned Vina 
Delmar’s ‘Pickup,’ from her book 
of short stories, ‘Loose Ladies’ 


Title ‘Pickup’ on a Louis Weitzen- 
korn original has been dropped by 
Radio for ‘Exposed.’ 


Club Personal 

New route for personal appeare 
ances is womens’ clubs. Three 
such dates, involving taiking. filled 
by Marguerite Churchill last week 
for Fox-West Coast. F-WC is 
looking for other pliyers with 
straight lecture ability as goodwill 
builders. 





Jimmie Gleason and Bob Arm- 
strong records, used on KFWB and 
other coast stations as a Union Oil 
plug, are being withheld temporar- 
ily to test fan response. 


Green’s Two 


Mitzi 
Joe Keno and Rosie Green, 
parents of Mitzi Green are in 


a huddle with Paramount about 
Mitzi’s contract, which is not op- 
tioned until Nov. 26. An offer from 
RKO for vaude at $3,500 weekly 
occasioned the early conference, 
New term for the youngster at Par 
calls for $1,250 weekly, 100% ine- 
crease over her present salary. 





Paramount is considering produc- 
tion of ‘Tale of Two Cities’ with 
Gary Cooper. Picture was made in 
1917 with William Farnum. 


Sam Coslow, Paramount lyricist, 
plays the pianist in ‘Jazz King,’ 
headlining Buddy Rogers and 
Miriam Hopkins. 


Paramount has loaned Adrienne 
Ames to the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse for ‘The Play’s the 


Thing.’ Figures she'll gain experi- 
ence, 
More Grifts 
Grifters are making the rounds 


with another biography gag. Also 
gathering autographs to sell in book 
form. Producers Assn has issued 
orders to keep the boys off the lots. 


Treacy’s Play Break-In 
‘Mr. Sara Sawyer,’ play by Emere 
son Treacy, gets its initial showing 
with the Savoy Players, San Diego, 
week of Oct. 12, with Treacy and 
Gay Seabrook in the leads. L. Ae 
showing to follow. 


New Pathe Writers 
Two new writers on the Pathe 
payroll: Bradley King with an 


(Continued on page 62) 


Stand-In Ticket Duo 
Given Jail Terms and 
Fined Amount Stolen 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 
A couple of the stiffest sentences 
ever meted out locally for such 
an offence was handed John Mul- 
karin and Mabel Daughterty here 





last week for their resell ticket 
racket at the Fulton theatre. They 
had relieved the house of $4,000 
over a period of time. 

Mulkarin, formerly asst. M&Ty 
was given from 1% to 3 years in 
the county workhouse. Miss 
Daughterty, ex-ticket seller, was 


given 6 months to 3 years in thé 
county jail. Both entered pleas of 


guilty. 
Robert Weiland, doorman and 
also accused in the racket, was 


paroled for two years when it was 
learned that he was the fall guy 
for the guilty duo. Mulkarin 


caught Weiland giving six tickets 
to friends some time ago, it was 


exe 
goe 


brought out, and threatened 
posure unless he served as a 
between in the scheme between the 


asst. and the girl ticket-seller.— 
At the end of their resp culy® 
sentences, Mulkarin and Miss 


Daugherty will have two years to 


make full restitution to the Fulton 
in the sum of $4,000, If, at the end 
of that time, they are not able to 


pay in full, they must serve addi- 
tional terms at the rate of 63 cents 
a day. 


Mulkarin at one time was asst. at 
the Stanley, WB site. ; 

He left there to go to Calift rniay 
later returning to Pittsbursh and 


connecting with the Fulton. 
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One Million Cost Arbitration 
So Far in WB-WE Contested Claim 


More expensive than if they had 
gone into open court and had the 
duration of trial officially s2t are 
Warners and Western’ Electric 


findin,; their star chamber proceed- 
ings. It is estimated by insiders 
that the costs, extending in spor- 
adic bursts over the past three 
years, already are arounc $1,000- 
000. 


One item alone, the fee of former 
Governor Nathan Miller, will reach 
a large sum if the case drags on 
much longer. This lawyer gets $200 
for every hour spent in trial, it is 
said. He has been one of the ar- 
biters since the proceedings started. 


Another of the higher priced 
counsel is reported to be Frank Ho- 
gan. He, it is understood, stepped 
in when Samuel Untermeyer stepped 
out about a year ago. 


Although it was the intention of 
the contestants to complete the rec- 
ord at the sitting commenced three 
weeks ago, the hearings have again 
been indefinitely adjourned. During 
the past week Gov. Miller took a 
trip out to the Warner studio in 
Brooklyn. He inspected certain of 
the sound apparatus. The purpose 
of this will not be revealed until 
the hearings are resumed. 


WB Expect 20 Millions 


Warners, according to inside, are 
askihg $40,000,000 and are con- 
fident that the board of arbitration 
will award them at least half of 
that sum. 


Western, according to another 
part of the inside, is as certain 
that Warners will not coliect a 
centime, except a pay-out on some 
of the bills. 

Witnesses who have testified at 
the hearings are as doubtful about 
the outcome as outsiders. Recently, 
it is learned, the subject of how 
much sound has added to the box 
office value of a picture was agi- 
tated. Western is credited with 
maintaining the talker contributions 
amounts to about 25%. Warners 
are reported to have contended that 
sound today is 100%. 


COL’S ‘MICKEY’ REFUSAL 
HAS DISNEY IN COURT 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Walt Disney Productions is ap- 


pealng to the court to compel Co- 
lumbia to accept delivery of the last 
four Silly Symphonies and the last 
10 Mickey Mouse cartoons on the 
current contract as soon as they 
are completed. 

Columbia threatens to refuse ac- 
ceptance except at intervals of four 
weeks, under the contract clause 
specifying delivery shall be ‘not 
more than approximately four 
weeks apart.’ 

Disney claims that so interpreted 
his production force will be com- 
pelled to operate on half time after 
the Symphonies are completed, and 
no cartoons on the new United 
Artists contract can be delivered 
before next August. 

Following statement is attributed 
to Joe Brandt of Columbia in an af- 





fidavit: ‘You thought you had me 
Over a barrel here recently and 
made demands on us through 


United Artists thinking we would 
have to comply or keep our Krazy 
Kat and Scrappy Cartoons out of 
our United Artists deal for England. 
We won't have to take the last car- 
toon from you until August or Sep- 
tember and before then we will have 
completed delivering Krazy Kat and 
Scrappy Cartoons to United 
Artists.’ 

Loss of the ‘Mickey Mouse’ car- 
toon, which goes to United Artists 
for release in April, is causing Co- 
lumbia to start stressing its other 
short product. 

_Col will attempt to build ‘Krazy 
Kat,’ its other cartoon, to replace 
the spot vacaated by ‘Mickey.’ All 
Short product, though, is due for a 
Seneral buildup by the company, 


+ 








PICTURE FOR MORMONS 


On Salt 





Lake City—Cruze 
Make It 


May 


James Cruze, according to reports 
in New York will make a ‘Covered 
Wagon’ for the Mormons, feature is 
to be titled ‘The Pearl of Great 
Price,’ based on Salt Lake City. 


An estrangement with Tiffany 
Pictures with which his contract 
calls for several more productions, 
is reported to be the reason for 
Cruze considering the Salt Lake 
City proposition. 

Pictures may be made for Tiff 
by another director, but with Cruze 
getting titular credit, according to 
informants who say that this is 
agreeable with Cruze. 


BIG STAGE SHOWS FOR 
PARAMOUNT ON COAST 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Spectacular stage shows is the 
new policy for the Paramount un- 
der Hughes-Franklin operation. 
First week of this starts Thursday 
with a 55-piece orchestra directed 
by David Mendoza, on loan from 
Warners’ studio. Second stanza 
ushers in Maurice Chevalier in on 
for $10,000 with percentages that 
may nét the Par star $15,000. 


Lou McDermott takes over the 
stage end, opening his first produc- 
tion this week. House is being re- 
novated. United Artists remains 
as is. 

H-F board of directors will de- 
cide this week whether Franklin 
will operate the two houses for 
himself or the company, with the 
board against the deal, reasoning 
that deluxe neighborhooders' will 
kill downtowners eventually. In- 
dications are that the houses will 
be a personal operation for Frank- 
lin. 








Hughes’ ‘Love’ Ready 


United Artists is setting release of 
‘Corsair’ back to make way for ‘Age 
for Love,’ Billie Dove’s first starrer 
for Howard Hughes. The print has 
just reached New York. 


‘Age’ is on national release im- 
mediately. It will go into either 
Rivoli or Rialto, on Broadway, 
whichever house breaks first. 





Keaton’s Redemption for 
Kids No Like by Censors 


Difference of point of view be- 
tween censors and Metro has held 
up release of ‘Sidewalks of New 
York,’ Buster Keaton starrer, scis- 
soring board feeling Metro should 
tighten up on scenes dealing with 
children who are being taught to 
steal, With minor changes made, 
picture will be ready this week. 


Its general release date was Sept. 
26. In other parts of the country, 
minus censor resistance, it is al- 
ready getting distribution. 

M-G held that it was essential 
to show kids stéaling to bring out 
important angles of plot and re- 
demption of child later by Keaton 
as a wealthy charity mugg. 

After a preview tomorrow night 
(14), New York dates will be set. 
Capitol’s schedule up to Oct. 30 so 
far does not include picture. 





Royer’s First 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

‘Gangway,’ first Fanchon Royer 
production for Ggorge Weeks, went 
into production today, Wallace Fox 
taking the troupe to sea for four 
days’ shipboard work. 

Script is by Bernard McConville. 





teed Howes, Mollie O’Day, Wheeler 
Oakman, June Marlowe, Rolfe Se- 
dan, Kenneth Treseder and Harold | 


Berquist in the cast. 


| WEEK EAGH 4 
FOR NEXT & MOS, 


Truman Talley’s Solution 
for Forced Economy—En- 
tire Six Weeks Consecu- 
tively Is Optional—$700,- 
000 Saving 





NOW SURE OF JOBS 





of four layoff without pay or about 
an actual salary cut of 23%, is ap- 


proved for the Fox-Hearst News- 
reel. 

Saving approximately $700,000 by 
the plan, tMmtroduced by Truman 
Talley, editor, and endorsed by 
Harley Clarke, president of Fox, 
there are 100 newsreel people af- 
fected by it in the U. S. and an- 
other 50 throughout the world. 


It means a week off without pay 
every month for the next six 
months. The time off can be taken 
consecutively or as the employee 
desires, 


Because practically all of those 
affected are making a minimum of 
$100 weekly and because many have 
plans for utilizing the extra time in 
travel and story writing there is no 
strong murmur of discontent so far 
reported. 

Those With Money 


Vivian Doner, the Fox reel’s so- 
ciety editor, is making arrange- 
ments for a trip to Russia which 
she has been talking about for 
years. Similar vacations are being 
looked forward to by people who 
have money in the bank. Most of 
these are taking the time off all at 
one time. 

Others who have not such heavy 
bankrolls but have cherished the 
playwrighting ambition now see a 
chance to realize it. Dan Daugher- 
ty, who has been an important part 
of the reel for the past decade, is 
among these. 

Employees say jobs are now as- 
sured and the week-to-week fear of 
the axe falling is declared elimi- 
nated. 

Executives whose time is re- 
quired for all issues of the reel are 
excluded from the part-time lay- 
off. Certain of the title writers and 
cutters will not be included, Con- 
tact and cameramen are numbered 
largely among the 100 included, 

Limited 

The move is a Fox retrenchment 
confined to the newsreel end. It 
would not be practical in the gen- 
eral organization where the Clarke 
‘Five Friends Plan’ is under way 
and where, at the studios, anyhow, 
there are lay-offs always automatic 
with the completion of each picture. 

The Fox-Hearst coverage of news 
is always greater than the release 
demand, it is alleged. This means, 
it is admitted, that greater care in 
assigning cameramen and less in- 
discriminate coverage of news dur- 
ing the winter will also fit into the 
new scheme. 

Talley for a long time has op- 
posed cutting his payroll or letting 
men out of their jobs to lower the 
general budget. When finally 
pressed for an economy move he 
put the matter squarely up to his 
men. It was that numbers drawn 
from a hat would indicate who were 
to remain or to go, or the alterna- 
tive of all remaining on the part 
time off basis. 


Graham Heads New U Div. 

Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Universal carves out another dis- 
tributing district, making a division 
of the Kansas City, St. Louis, Okla- 
homa City and San Antonio ex- 
changes. To be headed by Harry 
Graham, who gets a promote from 

the K. C. exchange manager post. 
This relieves some of the pres- 
sure on Peck Gommersoll, who has 
been supervising 10 midwest Uni- 
versal exchanges. 


down to eight distributing points. 





PAY LAYOFF 





Cuts his district | 


+ 


Benefit Shows in 





DRIVE ON ‘MASHERS’ 


Boys Getting Too Fresh With Girls 
in House—Nail 7 in an Hour 


Following numerous complaints 
by women patrons, Loew's Penn 
last week opened war on male 
mashers and rounded up seven of 
them in one day. A couple were 
fairly prominent locally. 

The boys have been pretty brazen 
of late going in for all sorts cf 
stuff, mostly at matinees. 

Mike Cullen, house manager, went 
to the detective bureau which dis- 
patched two plainclothes women to 
the theatre. Within an hour seven 
men were under arrest. Police- 
women were Ida M. Rickenbrode 
and Nellie McDonald. 

Hailed before a magistrate, the 
mashers were fined $10 each. A 
couple denied the charges but most 
readily admitted their guilt. 


Par’s Studio Schedule 
Has 15 Releases in Ist 
12 Wks.—Substitution 


While it remains doubtful on in- 
side information that Paramount 
will deliver its full 70 pictures with- 
in the current film year (Aug. 1 to 
Aug. 1), so far the company is 
maintaining a fast release schedule. 
Starting on the line Aug. 1 with its 
first 31-32 picture whereas most 
other companies were a little be- 
hind on delivery, Par to and in- 
cluding the current week has re- 
leased 15 pictures in 12 weeks. 

If maintaining this average each 
quarter, without further speed-up, 
total on film year would be 64. Last 
year Par announced 65 features and 
delivered 62, with previous seasons 
presenting similar drop-under and 
extra pictures sold but not deliv- 
ered, cancelled out in most cases. 

Of 14 pictures on current season 
delivered, there has been but 
one substitution, ‘Stepdaughters of 
War,’ sold as a Ruth Chatterton. 
In its place Paramount delivered 
‘Mad Parade,’ made by Liberty 
(indie) and bought by Par for re- 
lease. 








Mrs. Finkelstein Passes, 
Shortly After Husband 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 

Surviving her husband only a 
short time, Mrs. M. L. Finkelstein, 
59, widow of the late northwest 
theatre man and philanthropist, 
died in St. Paul after a short ill- 
ness. She was born in St. Paul and 
had been active in Twin City 
philanthropic work, 

Deceased is survived by three 
sons, two of whom, Harold and 
Daniel, are the head of the Harold 
Finkelstein theatre circuit. 





Coast Agencies Split 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Agency resplittings current. Mil- 
ton Bren and Frank Orsatti are 
quitting their combination of a few 
months with Harry Weber, figuring 
his vaude activities conflict. 

Eleanor O’Reily, formerly a Fox 
caster, will probably get back in 
studio work. She has been teamed 
with Jesse Wadsworth in an agency 
for nearly two years. 





INDIE ‘SUPPOSE’ REMAKE 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Next for the Emil Jensen Walter 


Camp independent Patrician Pictures 


will be ‘Just Suppose,’ done as a si- 
lent by Richard Parthelmess for In- 





spiration several years azo. 

Story is supposed to be written 
around the Prince of Wales. Alan 
| Crosland will direct. 











| director 


$2,000,000 at Least Expected from 


Film Houses All 


Over U.S. for the Jobless Nov. 18-25 


The film industry is meeting its 
obligation to aid the Government 
lighten the national unemployment 
condition on a cash basis. At the 
lowest $2,000,000 is expected to be 
raised for the general fund by a 
donation show to be given by every 
picture theatre in the country be- 
tween Nov. 18-25. 

In the 
ployed, members of the Academy of 


care of its own unem- 


Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
taking in all departments of pro- 
duction, are being called upon to 
donate % of 1% of their salaries. 
From this it is figured the industry 
will have at least $50,000 weekly to 
disburse to its own needy. 

In addition to raising money, film- 
dom is also preparing messages of 
encouragement dissemination 
through newsreels and special trail- 
ers. These will bring out the cur- 
rent buying power of the dollar as 
greater than it has been in the past 
15 years. 

Press departments of all com- 
panies are at work on special bally- 
hoo campaigns for the show for the 
unemployed. Press sheets, 24-sheets 
and all of the paraphernalia going 
with a campaign are being gotten 
out for the donation performances. 

Just 10,000 of the country’s best 
theatres are counted to turn in their 
proceeds of_one show. If but half 
of this number respond, $2,000,000 
will be garnered. This is exception- 
ally conservative,,the average for 
the 5,000 being placed at $400. 

That the total should be much 
greater is believed by those most 
active on the more important of the 
Hays committees. 


100% Donation 


for 


Proceeds from each show will 


represent 100% gross since every- 
thing is to be donated. The film 
will be given free by the distributor 
to the exhibitor. The exhibitor will 
discount his own overhead for that 
one performance. Even union ope- 
rators will be asked to forget a few 
hours on the clock. 

The money will not be turned 
into the national committee. It will 
be handed over to the unit in charge 
of the employment work in the com- 
munity where the theatre is located, 
thus reacting to the benefit of un- 
employed who may have been pre- 
vious patrons of the same house. 

Midnight Shows 

In metropolitan centers, houses 
participating in the drive will stage 
their shows at midnight. Most of 
the pictures to be shown will be 
new, many pre-releases, just for the 
one projection as an added induce- 
ment for a sell-out. 

In lesser cities and smail towns 
the projections can be made at 
morning matinees. 

Idea in designating a week rather 
than any particular day or night 
for the benefit shows is so that the 
most can be obtained from the 
drive. Theatres in congested cen- 
ters will work up their own sched- 
ule so that the shows will not con- 
flict or be run off at the same time. 





Sync ‘7th Heaven’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
‘Seventh Heaven,’ Fox’s ace silent 
of 1927, will be re-issued with a 
synchronized score. 
Studio puts the picture out as a 
feeler. If it goes over, other pi 


'tures that were silent successes W 1 
| cet a synced treatment for revivals. 


Sommes at Par 
Hollywood, Oct. 12, 
George Sommes, Broadway stage 
who last piloted ‘Ladies of 
Creation,’ is here under contract te 


Paramount. 


No assignment yet 
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Naborhood Bargains Ruin Loop: 


Oriental Goes Down to $21,000: 
‘Notre Dame’ Expects $26,000 





a “— 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Deep indigo for the Oriental at a 
house where blues have been resi- 
dent for a number of months. Jim 
Londos, the champ wrestler, is flat 
on the canvas and indicates that 
he’s going to give the house a 
champ low. They’re praying that 
something will happen so that he’ll 
be able to total $21,000, a so low 
figure. 


Loop is beginning to feel terrific 

pressure due to the double featur- 
ing throughout the neighborhoods. 
Publix-B. & K. is admittedly stran- 
gling its own deluxers, which have 
been their great money-makers in 
the past. Firm is doing this merely 
to boost the grosses of such neigh- 
borhooders as the Marbro and Gran- 
ada. Double-features are clicking 
for the present with spots like the 
Riviera, Tower, Maryland, Avalon, 
Capitol, turning in their best figures 
of the year. But the smarter show- 
men decry the policy as shortsight- 
ed. 
» For instance the Tivoli, on the 
southside, always considered by 
Publix-B. & K. as the ace coin 
winner of the circuit, has dropped 
approximately 30% from its average 
gross since B. & K. forced the south- 
side pre-release houses into two fea- 
tures. 

But it’s in the loop that the great- 
est decline has been felt. Even the 
best pictures can’t hit decent fig- 
ures, wih the run houses lucky if 
they can keep a picture two weeks. 
‘Monkey Business,’ regarded as a 
natural, is out this Saturday; the 
Chicago, with the pick of product, 
has been wobbling; the Oriental is 
drowning and so is the State-Lake; 
the Roosevelt hasn’t had a real 
winner in months. And all blamed 
directly on the neighborhood two 
features. People are learning to 
wait a couple of weeks in order to 
see two pictures at half the loop 
prices for one. 

Only one house in the loop has 
held up, that’s the Palace, with 
vaude. Continually increasing 
steady patronage for the spot. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85)—‘24 Hours’ (Par) and 
stage show. Picture accounted 
strong, but doing nothing nights; 
will manage only a fair week at 
$39,000. Last week ‘Road to Singa- 
pore’ (WB) wobbled at $37,200. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85)—‘Money Business’ 
(Par). Out this Saturday (17) after 
stay that hurt badly by a stench 
bomb early in the run; got $22,200 
for its second week, and indicates a 
full drop to $13,000 for its current 
and final session. Replaced by 
‘Hamilton’ (WB). 


Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
5J-75-85)—‘Honor of Family’ (WB) 
and stage show. Jim Londos, wres- 
tler, not drawing, with register tak- 
ing the suicide route to probable 
$21,000, near record low. Last week 
‘Sidewalks of New York’ (M-G) only 
fair, $27,100, 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 50-75-85)— 
‘Skyline’ (Fox) and vaude. Amaz- 
ing vitality to hold up with weak 
pictures and tough competition; ac- 
countable only to stage end; this 
week another profit maker at $25,- 
000. Last week ‘Smart Woman’ 
(Radio) off somewhat at $23,200. 


Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,500- 
50-75-85) —‘Pardon Us’ (M-G). Will 
stick two weeks, first session ex- 
pected to hold, but evident that sec- 
ond half will go into the cellar; 
currently to $18,000. Last week 
‘Squaw Man’ (M-G) finished fort- 
night to $10,200. ‘Mad Genius’ (WB) 
groomed to follow. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85)—Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U). 
Looks like the first real money 
maker for spot in moons; opened 
Friday night previous to Notre 
Dame-Northwestern game and town 
hot for the Ramblers; indicates fine 
$26,000. Last week ‘Bad Company’ 
(Radio), for five days, $9,900. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85)—‘Palmy Days’ (UA). 
After a sizzling opener at $30,100 
continuing at steady clip; likely 
$23,000 for current week; easily best 
in town for gross and pace. ‘Unholy 
Garden’ (UA) next. 


Woods (Jones) (1,200; 50-75-85)— 
Looks like 
just a filler and not likely to gather 
‘Murder at Mid- 
after its 
‘Leftover 


‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN). 


more than $5,500. 
night’ (Tiff) decamped 
week portion to $4,700. 
Ladies’ (Tiff) in reserve. 


—_—_- 


FRISCO NABES’ BANDS 
San Francisco, Oct. 12. 
Louis Greenfield 
New Mission and New Fillmore, get 


living music when Herman Heller 


opens with 2 men. 


He will bicycle between the two 


theatres, the 


CAP’S H. 0’S HOLD UP, 
$18,500 FOR UNHOLY’ 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

Straight picture houses having 
their inning this week. Three of 
the four are getting better compar- 
ative grosses than the three combi- 
nation houses. 

‘Devotion,’ at Keith’s, is outdraw- 
ing the other straights with ‘Five 
Star Final,’ at the Met, and Marx 
Brothers, at the Columbia, trailing 
close. All of these three running in 
second weeks, 

But other houses doing nicely, 
too. 

Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35- 
50)—‘Monkey Business’ (Par), Will 
do $8,000. Last week same film 
$13,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Road to 
Singapore’ (WB). Heading for about 
$18,000, nice. Last week ‘My Sin’ 
(Par) near $17,000. 

Fox (Fox) (2,484; 25-35-50)—‘Sob 
Sister’ (Fox). Maybe $21,000, bet- 
ter than anything of late. Last week 
‘Skyline’ (Fox) not so good, around 
$19,000. 

Metropolitan—‘Five Star Final’ 
(WB). Second week will see $8,000. 
Last week $11,500. 

Palace—‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). 
Bordering $18,500, all right. Last 
week ‘Daughter of Dragon’ (Par) 
$17,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) 
‘Devotion’ (Pathe). 
doing very well, $8,000. 
$13,500, fine. 
Rialto—‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ 
(U).. May get $10,000, good. Last 
week ‘Pagan Lady’ (Col) sad at 
$7,000. 


(1,875; 35-50)— 
In second week 
Last week, 





‘Susan Lenox’ Hops 
P’land, U. A., $11,000; 
‘Sidewalks’ No Draw 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 12. 

(Drawing population, 400,000) 

Fox Paramount’s exploiting F. & 
M. jubilee month as fifth anniver- 
sary of first stage shows in the burg. 
Extra publicity but ‘Sidewalks of 
New York’ is not drawing. 
‘Phantom of Paris,’ Fox Broad- 
way, looks good and so does ‘Susan 
Lenox,’ at United Artists. Latter 
house is using the Garbo picture for 
heavy publicity in strong effort to 
check bad start made by that house 
during opening week. 
Patrons want them romance or 
nut comedy. That’s so for this burg. 
‘Monkey Business’ collected, but 
‘Street Scene’ got little support. 
Moral, problems and heavy battle 
stuff not getting over so strong. 
They want to laugh or get kissed by 
proxy. Figure that’s due to reaction 
from depression psychology. 

Heilig legit steck offering good 
opposish and getting over for good 
second week after a bumper opening 
week. Should help ail round, since 
legit stock is now on main stem and 
adding its exploitation to stimulate 
b. o. biz in general. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,500; 25-60) 
—‘Sidewalks of New York’ (M-G). 
F. & M. unit. Extra exploitation as 
fifth anniversary of live talent in 
town, but getting poor results on 
picture, $9,000. Last week ‘Personal 
Maid’ (Par) fair at $10,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60)—‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G). 
Registering fairly, $7,000. Last 
week second for ‘Monkey Business 
(Par), okay at $7,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-60)— 
‘Bad Company’ (Radio). Just pro- 
gram and so-so on $8,500. Last 
week ‘Rebound’ (Pathe) nicely at 
$10,500. House also has vaude. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60)—‘Susan Lenox’ (M- 
G). Clicking for high results and 
should pull house out of rut; $11,- 
000, big. Last week ‘My Sin’ (Par) 
failed to get started; only $4,500, 
bad. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35)—The Viking’ (Hurst). Just fair 
and worth about $3,500. Last week 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB) connected 
for good $4,700. 


Daily’s Title Chop 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Protest by Jack Alicoate, editor- 
publisher of ‘Film Daily,’ knocked 
the ‘film’ out of the title of Arthur 
Ungar’s proposed trade daily. Pro- 
jecter title, ‘Ungar’s Film Daily, 
was considered an infringement by 
Alicoate, 








houses, giving nightly concerts at 
each. Both theatres are nabes. 


As ‘Ungar’s Daily’ the sheet starts 
1 Oct. 19. 


IRISH DRAW YALE—$16,000 


Biz at Fox-Poli for ‘Notre Dame’— 
Town Sees Policy Changes Coming 


New Haven, Oct. 12. 

(Drawing Population, 300,000) 
Roger Sherman is swinging to 
double features for the temporary 
unloading of films and ‘Palmy Days’ 
is a holdover at the College. 

Shakeup looms in local Fox 
houses, due to labor troubles, which 
brought notice to Fox Poli crew and 
musicians, House planning on 
straight sound double feature pro- 
grams, and if notice goes through 
Fox College will probably close, 
thereby dumping some good releases 
into the Fox Poli, If Fox Poli goes 
straight sound it will leave the Par- 
amount sole stage show house in 
town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65)— 
‘Road to Reno’ Par) and unit. 
About $13,000. Last week ‘24 Hours’ 
near $15,000. 

Fox Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65)—‘Notre 
Dame’ (U) and unit. On way to big 
$16,000. Last week ‘Borneo’ (U). 
Fell to modest $10,200. 

Rogers Sherman (WB) (2,200; 50) 
‘Reckless Hour’ (FN) and ‘I Like 
Your Nerve’ (FN). Will be moder- 
ate around $5,000. Last week ‘Ham- 
ilton’ (WB) fair at $7,0000. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50)—‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA). On second week should 
get fair $4,300. Last week did heavy 
$8,100. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—‘Spider’ 
(Fox) and ‘Mother and Son’ looks 
like good $4,500 for six days. Last 
week ‘Homicide Squad’ (U) and 
‘Shanghaied Love’ nice at $4,800. 


‘NOTRE DAME’ IS FAIR 
IN NEWARK AT $13,000 


Newark, Oct. 12. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
There seems to be no half way 
about grosses this season. Pictures 
either clean up or die. Saturday 
mats are feeling football competi- 
tion but the Monday holiday this 
week will partly offset. 
All houses hit last 
warmth. 


Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
— Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U). In 
nine days mild at $13,000. Last 
week ‘Skyline’ (Fox) withdrawn 
after five days; $5,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U). Back to 
single features again but will doubt- 
less double the weak sisters; satis- 
fying with $5,000. Last week ‘I Like 
Your Nerve’ (FN) and ‘Mother’s 
Millions’ (U) $4,800. 

Carlton (Ufa) (473; 35-50)—Der 
rrosse Tenor’ (Ufa). 3uilding 
slowly and may reach $1,200. Last 
week ‘Die Drei von der Tankstalle’ 
(Ufa) weak at $800. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50)—‘Der Wahre Jakob’ (Trans- 
atlantic). Price cut of 15c. doubtful 
in effect;) may reach neat $1,700. 
Last week ‘Danton’ (Capitol) not 
strong at $1,100. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)—‘Free 
Soul’ (M-G) and vaude. Sure of 
and may top fine $20,000. Last week 
‘Modern Age’ (M-G) good but not 
what expected at nearly $17,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-35-50)— 
‘Road to Singapore’ (WB). Should 
reach fair $12,000. Last week ‘Wa- 
_—e Bridge’ (U) very poor on $6,- 





week by 


Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
35-50-60)—‘24 Hours’ (Par) and 
vaude. Al Mamaux on stage should 
make things hum for $16,000. sast 
week ‘American Tragedy’ (Par) fine 
at nearly $20,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200; 
60)——‘Rebound’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Okay over $14,000. Last week ‘50 
Fathoms Deep’ (Col) weak under 
$11,000. 

Terminal (Fox) (1,900; 
‘Smiling Lieutenant’ (Par), Maybe 
$4,500. Last week ‘Common Law’ 
(Pathe) n.s.g., $3,800. 


‘Devotion’ $8,000—Prov. 
‘Fanny Foley’ Light, $2,000 


Providence, Oct. 12. 

(Drawing Population, 315,000) 

Tossup between Loew's State and 
Majestic this week for the lead, 
both doing well over average. Films 
are ‘Wallingford’ and ‘Alexander 
Hamilton,’ latter on dual bill, ‘De- 
votion’ also good on $8,000. 

Estimates for the Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75)— 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G). Doing well 
and house aiming for big $18,000: 
swell ballyhoo helping. Last week 
‘Palmy Days’ (U), $21,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Hamilton’ (WB) and ‘Penrod and 
Sam’ (WB). Should easily reach 
$13,000. Last week ‘Secrets of a 
Secretary’ (Par) and ‘Bride for 
Sale’ (Standard) not up to the 
usual, $8,000, 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) — 
‘Daughter of Dragon’ (Par). Mov- 
ing along nicely; possibly $8,000. 
Last week ‘My Sin’ (Par), $8,800. 

Albee (RKO) (2,500; 15-50)—‘De- 
votion’ (Pathe). Ann Harding al- 


25-40-50- 


25-35)— 








ways good in this town; house get- 
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Philly Thoroughly Depressed 





Bank Closings Hurt All Theatres—‘Homi- 
cide’ May Do $15,000—Series No Help 





INDIANAPOLIS CLIMBS; 
‘WALLINGFORD’ $9,000 


Indianapolis, Ind., Oct. 12. 
(Drawing Population, 450,000) 

Excellent quality fare and cool 
weather, first in this vicinity, help- 
ing drive them in. 

Indiana is running ‘Five Star 
Final’ for eight days because Fan- 
chon & Marco units go into theatre 
next opening day. Even neighbor- 
hood biz is picking up. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—"“Wicked” (Fox) and vaude. 
Will reach good $10,000. 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Five Star Final’ WB). Good 
chance to build to $18,000; best here 
for some weeks. Last week ‘My 
Sin’ (Par) a good $16,500, 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (VU). 
May do good $7,000 because of ap- 
peal in this state; preview by invi- 
tation to all Notre Dame alumni in 
town, who created much word of 
mouth. Last week ‘Road to Singa- 
pore’ (WB) galloped in to about 
$6,500, 

Ohio (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
“Sweepstakes (U). A first run in 
this town for okay $1,200. Last 
week ‘Salvation Nell’ (Tiff) fair, 
$900. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50) Wallingford’ (M-G). Has 
chance for about splendid $9,000. 
Last week ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) good 
on $7,500, despite that critics rapped 
it plenty. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Woman of Experience’ (Radio). A 
fair $9,000, if that. Last week ‘Pen- 
rod and Sam’ (FN) about $10,000. 


‘Homicide Squad’ and 
‘Lenox’ Frisco’s Pips 


At $18,000—$46,000 


San Francisco, Oct. 12. 

Competition at razor edge this 
week. A modicum of superior pic- 
tures is boosting grosses to higher 
than usual levels, although a flock 
of Wednesday openings brought 
down first day grosses a bit. 

Garbo, Carrillo and Arliss share 
honors. ‘Susan Lenox’ is pulling a 
swell $46,000 for eight days at the 
Fox and Leo Carrillo’s ‘Homicide 
Squad’ is topping the usual Golden 
Gate intake by several grand with 
$18,000. ‘Alexander Hamilton’ is 
doing a strong $13,000 for War- 
ners. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-60)—-‘Susan Lenox’ 
(M-G) and stage show. Garbo a 
smash at $46,000 for eight days. 
Last week ‘Sidewalks of New York’ 
(M-G) yanked after six days; near 
$37,000, 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 
65) — ‘Homicide Squad’ (U) and 
vaude, Intake mighty sweet at 
$18,000, several thou over previous 
weeks. Last week ‘Reckless Hour’ 
(FN) did $14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) 
35-50) — ‘Devotion’ 
week). Too much competition from 
new pix, so $8,000 on holdover. 
Opening stanza was $12,500, good. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50)— 
‘24 Hours’ (Par) and half week of 
‘Tabu’ (Par). House still not in 
the dough at $14,500. Last week 
under $14,600 for ‘My Sin’ (Par) 
and half week of ‘Tabu.’ 

United Artists (1,200; 25-49-60)— 
‘Street Scene’ (UA) (3rd week). 
Fair at $8,000. Second week okay 
at $11,0000, 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60) 
—‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Good at $20,000. Last week 
‘Wicked’ (Fox) poor under $18,000. 

Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Tlamilton’ (WB). Drawing health- 
ly and $13,000 neat figure. Last 
week five days of ‘Bargain’ (WB) 
did but $5,000. 





(2,270; 25- 
(Pathe) (2nd 





ting first break in long while; should 
reach $8,000. Last week ‘Bad Com- 
pany’ was bad at $4,500. 

Victory (RKO) (1,600; 10-35)— 
‘Fanny Foley Herself’ (Radio). In 
doubtful state, but unlikely to go 
over $2,000. Last week ‘Pagan Lady’ 
(Col) best for house in weeks, 14,000. 

Modern (Ind) (1,400; 15-35)— 
‘Night Life in Reno’ and vaude. 
Show changes Wednesday; vaudfilm 
adopted by house last Saturday and 
doing okay; $1,500 at least for first 
half. Last week ‘First Aid’ (Wide- 
World) and ‘Maid to Order’; slightly 
under $700 for three days, not so 
good, 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—‘Side Show’ 
(FN) and vaude. Opening of new 
vaude house caused this one to plug 
show heavy; a cinch for $6,000. Last 
week ‘Wicked’ (Fox) depended on 
vaude to pull through at $5,200. 
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Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Philadelphia theatres have been 
taking so much punishment of late 
that they are punch drunk, but last 
week’s blow just about capped the 
climax. Legit and picture people 
were both hopeful of an upward 
trend due to world series crowds 
but on Monday (5) a bank closing 
epidemic started that just about 
knocked the props out of all busi- 
ness, 

Nor did the series games help 
very much. Rain during any one of 
the first three days of the week 
might have been responsible for 
some real trade, but as it was ate 
tendance was actually hurt rather 
than helped by the ball classic. One 
result was ‘The Big Gamble,’ at the 
Earle, being yanked after three 
days—an unprecedented occurrence 
for this house. No doubt but what 
the Earle has felt the loss of stage 
shows most of all. : 

Not much chance of a comeback 
this week, either. Banks are still 
being closed in and around the city, 
Losers are not trying to forget 
their grief by theatre-going. Boote- 
leggers maybe getting some benefit, 
but theatre men are certainly not. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) — 
‘Road to Singapore’ (WB). William 
Powell should ordinarily be good 
for close to $40,000, but under con- 
ditions will be lucky to get $34,000. 
Last week ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) not 
over that mark, 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—Hamil<« 
ton’ (WB). A little better than $12,- 
000 expected this week, Last week 
$16,500, not bad. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75) — ‘Wicked’ 
(Fox). Elissa Landi hardly good 
for more than $23,000. Last week 
‘Spider’ (Fox) about same. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—Dreyfus 
Case’ (Col). As good possibilities ag 
anything this week; likely $12,500. 
Last week ‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ 
(Col) painful at $7,000. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75)—‘Pajmy 
Days’ (UA). Not over $11,000 likely 
this week on holdover. Last week 
$16,500, all right. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65) — ‘Homicide 
Squad’ (U). Shoved in suddenly 
when ‘Big Gamble’ (Pathe) folded 
after three days; latter got only 
$5,000 in that time, while ‘Homicide’ 
got $7,500 in its three days, and fige 
ures around $15,000 this week. 

Kariton (1,000; 50)—‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe), May be $5,500 for second 
downtown showing of Ann Harding 
film. Last week ‘Mary Ann’, (lox) 
a little under $5,000. 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Street Scene? 
(UA). Probably $3,000. Last week 
‘Squaw Man’ (M-G), first showing, 
only $2,000. 


Brooklyn Quiets Down, 
‘Gamble’ $20,000 at Albee 


Brooklyn, Oct. 12. 

Just when grosses were looking 
rosy, a slump hits town for no ap- 
parent reason. Nothing exciting 
any place unless it be the popular 
price burlesque. <All downtown thee 
atres yelling big show but judging 
from this week’s response, it just 
doesn’t mean anything. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and stage 
show. Lukewarm reception from 
scribes; James Hall, heading fur 
show, may help; looks about $35,000 
below average for past few weeks. 
Last week Alice White on stage and. 
‘24 hours’ (Par) ended with okay 
$42,600. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘Sob 
ter’ (Fox). Doesn't seem to bé 
clicking despite New York exploita- 
tion; a calm $20,000. Last week. 
‘Purple Sage’ (FN) oniy $22,000, 


weak, : 
Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Big 





Gamble’ and vaude. Will get around: 
Last week ‘Tevotion 


$20,000, fair. 
(Pathe) fine on $28,000. ss 

Loew’s Met (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Free Soul’ (M-G) and vaude. With 
New York rep will do well around 
$24,000. Last week ‘Squaw Man 
(M-G) merely $18,000. 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-50)—‘Singa« 
pore’ (WB). Looks fair at $15,000. 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col) last week thia 
with $11,600. 





Sam Freedman Up 
Universal City, Oct. 12. 

Sam Freedman, former supervisor 
in Universal's short depariment, 18 
slated for the head job in that de- 
partment to succeed Stanley bere 
german, 

Bergerman has now taken ove? 
features, as well as handling shorts 
in a supervisorial capacity. Freed 
man is now running the short de 
partment under Bergerman, 45 well 
as taking over the duties of Ed 
Kaufman, who left Universal. 
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1. A. Ups to “Em: $25,000 for 
New Warner House— Cisco 


Kid’ $28 000 at Chi and Cr 
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Los Angeles Oct 12 

Town is commencing to stir. RKO 
with its new eight-act policy is up- 
ping. Opening of the new Warner's 
Western with ‘Alexander Hamilton’ 
will see $25,000, helped by the 
gtrong $3 premiere start, which 
spelled $5,000. ‘Cisco Kid’ day-and- 
dating the Chinese and Criterion is 
in for $28,000 between ’em and the 
other day-and-dater, ‘Road to Sing- 
apore’ at the Warners’ Downtown 
and Hollywood, will be better than 
that. 

‘Palmy Days’ started off big at 
the United Artists but somewhat 
disappointing at $18,000 pace, while 
Hughes-Franklin is commencing to 
do things with the Paramount, 
which came under its direction this 
week. ‘Smiling Lieutenant,’ on sec- 
ond run at the Par, is paced at $20,- 
060, while the forthcoming Cheva- 
lier in person at this house is added 
ballyhoo for H-F. 

Among the disappointers are 
‘Wallingford’ at the State under 
$22,000 after a terrific local campaign 
with much expected from the new 
Haines-Durante combo. The Pan 
with ‘Caught Plastered’ on second 
run is badly off at an $8,500 pace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; 50- 
$1.50) — ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) and 
stage show (4th-final week). Un- 
der $6,000 on blowoff. Last week 
under $7,500. ‘Consolation Mar- 
riage’ (Radio) opens Oct. 15. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-75)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) (1st week). No 
wow at under $10,000, but not bad 
these days. Final five days for 
‘Mary Ann’ (Fox) under $2,500. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65)— 
“Cisco Kid’ (Fox) (list week). Big 
on $18,000. Last five days of ‘Ann’ 
under $4,000. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50) — ‘Fifty 
Fathoms’ (Col). At $7,000 average 
take; ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U) 
mext. Last week ‘Bad Company’ 
eased off sharply to $6,300. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90) — ‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio) 
and stage show. Off at over $9,000. 
Last week ‘Modern Age’ (M-G 
plenty up to $11,400. 

Paramount (Hughes - Franklin) 
(8,595: 25-75)—‘Smiling Lieuten- 
ant’ (Par) and stage show. First 
week of H-F regime, $20,000. Last 
week ‘24 Hours’ (Par) under $19,- 
000. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65)—Big Gam- 
ble’ (Pathe) and vaude. Inaugura- 
tion of eight act policy zooming 
house to $12,000. Last week $10,100 
for ‘Woman Between.” 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1) 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Disappointing short of $22,- 
000. Last week ‘Squaw Man’ (M-G) 
Over $24,200, okay. 

United Artists (Hughes-Frank- 
lin) (2,100; 35-$1)—‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA) (Ist week). Strong at $18,000 
if less than anticipated. Final 
(third) week of ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par) under $9,000. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 35-60)— 
‘The Brat’ (Fox). At $3,000, bad. 
Last week ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) $6,300. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75)— 
‘Hamilton’ (WB) (ist week). New 
house opened big at $3 with over 
$5,000 for the premiere and paced 
at $25,000 on opening week; policy 
will be two and three-week runs. 
Five Star Final’ (WB) next. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-50)— 
‘Road to Singapore’ (WB). Powell's 
first for WB fair over $12,000. Last 
week ‘I Like Your Nerve’ (FN) they 
no like at $8,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-50)— 
*Road to Singapore’ (WB). Okay 
under $14,000. Last week ‘Nerve’ 
$8,000. ‘Penrod and Sam’ next 
week, breaking up the day-date 
Policy for this and the Downtown. 
Latter gets ‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). its 
first outside booking. 


K. C. SLOW—$17,000 FOR 
WK’S ONLY FEMME STAR 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 

Pictures away slowly this week. 
Too much World's Series in the aft- 
ernoons and free radio show at 
night. Ina Claire the only woman 
Star on the street this week in “Re- 
bound.” 

Last week was badly off. ‘Palmy 
Days,’ after a great ad campaign, 
failed to get over $20,000 at the 
Midland. 

With a number of the leading 
Nabes closed on account of union 
controversy, some downtown man- 
agers figured they would benefit, 
but last week's resuits failed to 
show’ it. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew's Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G). About $15,500, 
no hicks. Last week ‘Palmy Days’ 
(CA) $19,800, good, but expected 
More. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 








‘“GARDEN'S $9,500 BRIGHT 


At the Broad, Cclumbus—“Singa- 
pore’ $3,700 for the Grand 
Columbus, Oct. 12. 
College football and rain did 
heavy damage to start of the pres- 





ent session. Little in the way of 
smash films, and outlook is well 
under average all along the line. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace — ‘50 Fathoms’ (Col) and 
vaude. Headed for good $17,500. 


Last week ‘Devotion’ 
at $16,200. 
Ohio—‘The Spider’ (Fox) and unit. 


(Pathe) light 


Hardly better than $14,500. Last 
week ‘Sidewalks of New York’ (M- 
G). Good at $18,300. 

Broad— ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). 


Right at $9,500. Last week ‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA) off at close to $11.000. 
Grand—‘Road to Singapore’ (WB) 
Star draw worth $3,700. Last week 
‘Huckleberry Finn’ (Par), $3,400. 
Majestic—‘Murder by Clock’ (Par) 


and ‘Friends and Lovers.’ Near 
$2,300. Last week ‘Pagan Lady’ and 


‘Women Go on Forever.’ At $2,400. 


$10,000 for ‘Spirit,’ 
Nice, with ‘Garden’ 
Pursuing $22,000 


Baltimore, Oct. 12. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Trend toward Friday openings 
continues. Rivoli joined the pro- 
cession this week, and the Stanley 
and Parkway are expected to get 
in line. 

Legit season’s on with both the 
Maryland and Ford's relighted, but 
you wouldn't know it from receipts 
of the big pictures. But it is taking 
film fare of quality to assure busi- 
ness now, or stage stuff. Only the 
Century and Hipp go in for acts, 
however. Ted Lewts current at the 
Century and Baby Rose Marie at 
the Hipp. 

Looks like the Century out in 
front again this week, making it 
two straight. Stanley is pulling up, 
however, with ‘Unholy Garden,’ and 
Keith’s is okay with ‘Spirit of Notre 
Dame.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew) ‘Sidewalks of 
New York’ (M-G) and Stage Show 
(3,200; 25-60). House rolled up 
momentum last week and pace this 
week seems very satisfactory; Ted 
Lewis sharing billing with film; 
should do $25,000. Last week ‘Wal- 
lingford’ (M-G) with Haines’ per- 
sonal appearance, $29,600, fine. 

Stanley (Locw-Stanley-Crandall) 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) (3,600; 25- 
60). Should better a good $22,000. 
Last week ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) not 
so palmy but pretty good at $19,000. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) ‘Spirit of 
Notre Dame’ (U) (2,500; 25-50). 
Counted on to get pigskin fans and 
looks okay; maybe a good $10,000. 
Last week ‘Side Show’ (WB), just 
a pretty fair $7,000. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers) ‘Road 
to Singapore’ (WB) (1,500; 25-50). 
Looks satisfactory at say, $6,500. 
‘Voice of Israel,’ last week, five- 
day holdover for about $2,000. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amus. Co.) ‘High 
Stakes’ (2,000; 25-60). Won't set 
b. o. on fire, but should account for 
fair-to-better $6,500. Last week 
‘Traveling Husbands’ (Radio), only 
$5,600. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport ‘Gay 
Diplomat’ (Radio) and Vaude (2,- 
500; 25-50). House hitting good 
stride with vaude the reason; Ted 
Joyce holding over, making it 
three weeks in row; possibly $11,- 
000. ‘Graft’ last week, plus stage, 
accounted for okay $11,500. 

New (Mechanic) ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) 
(1,800; 25-50). QLooks like strong 
around $13,000. ‘Caught Plastered’ 
(Radio) last week, failed to bulge; 
comedies hard to put over here; a 
fair $7,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) ‘Five Star 
Final’ (WB) (1,500; 25-35). On 
strength of fine showing at Stanley 
should get an average $3,500. Last 
week ‘Monkey Biz’ (Par), a pretty 
fair $3,300. 








Parkway (Loew-UA) ‘Five Star 
Final’ (WB) (1,000; 25-35). Day- 
and-date here Zor okay $4,700. 


‘Monkey Biz’ (Par), 
week, 


neat $4,500 last 





‘Rebound’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Week looks like normal $17,000. Last 
week ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) $19,000. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—‘Sing- 
apore’ (WB). Town's own Powell, 
but only fair $8,000. Last week 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB) $11,000, fine 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘24 Hours’ 
(Par). A so-so $3,200. Last week 
‘The Spider’ (Fox) $3,800. 


‘24 HOURS’ $14,000 


in New Orleans—Penrod’s’ 
$3,500 Pleasant 


Fine 





New Orleans, Oct. 12. 

A dull week, with ‘24 Hours’ at 
Saenger leading the parade. Loew's 
State doing fairly with ‘Road to 
Singapore.’ 

Others running along light, al- 
though ‘Penrod and Sam’ is helping 
the Strand some. 

Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,600; 65)—‘24 Hours’ 
(Par). Doing very well and will 
get $14,000. Last week ‘Wicked’ 
(Fox) also $14,000. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Singa- 
pore’ (WB). Slowly and may only 
reach fair $10,000. Last week ‘Wall- 
ingford’ (M-G) same. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60)—“Bad Com- 
pany.’ Not much for this one at 
around $8,000. Last week ‘East of 
Borneo’ (U) $12,000, fine. 

Strand (1,800; 50)—‘Penrod and 
Sam’ (FN). Will get $3,500, good. 
Last week ‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G) 
$3,000. 

Tudor (800; 35)—‘The Bargain’ 
(FN). Around $1,800, bad. Last 
week ‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) $2,500, oke. 


MINN. SINKING, 
‘SPIDER’ BEST 
ON $4,000 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

The local rialto is in a slump at 
last. They call it a panic now and 
the gloom is pretty thick. Every- 
thing was going along very nicely 
up to a few weeks ago, and then 
the bottom fell out. For the first 
time even the outstanding pictures 
aren't delivering in a way to cause 
undue cheering. Mediocre product 
doesn’t seem to have a chance. In 
an effort to stem the tide special 
stress is being placed on support- 
ing programs of shorts and stage 
shows. 

Orpheum has gone in for a change 
in ad policy. Except in special in- 
stances, vaude will be played up 
equally with pictures. 

And at this unprofitatious time, 
United Artists enters the local field 
at the Pantages this Wednesday 
(14) with ‘Palmy Days.’ 

Leaders this week otherwise, from 
a comparative standpoint, are ‘De- 
votion,’ at the Orpheum, and ‘The 
Spider’ at the 35c. Lyric. Both do- 
ing very well all things considered. 

Estimates For This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75). 
‘My Sin’ (Par) and unit. Fredric 
March a fair card, but Tallulah 
Bankhead means nothing here yet; 
picture panned by critics but liked 
by audiences and may build; looks 
like around poor $20,000, but has 
chance to _ better. Last week 
‘Bought’ (WB) only $22,500, bad. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50). ‘De- 
votion’ (Pathe) and vaude. Ann 
Harding a magnet, picture scoring 
with critics and customers. Pictures 
of Minnesota-Stanford game help- 
ing; may hit $13,000, good. Last 
week ‘Bad Company’ (Pathe) around 
$10,600, mediocre. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—‘Secrets 
of Secretary’ (Par), Strongly play- 
ing up surrounding shorts, including 
football reel, latter meaning a lot 
in this hot grid town; about $6,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Star Witness’ 
(WB) around $8,900, good. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)—‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA). Opens Wed. and ex- 
pects to do well for two weeks. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘The 
Spider’ (Fox). Doing surprisingly 
well, helped, perhaps, by talk cre- 
ated by stage play here a season or 
so ago; should hit around $5,000, 
fine and best week in some time. 
Last week ‘Skyline’ (Fox), around 
$2,700, fair. 

Seventh Street (RKO) (1,400; 40) 
—‘Homicide Squad’ (U) first half; 
‘High Stakes’ (Radio), last half. 
About $2,700 expected, mediocre. 
Last week ‘Pagan Lady’ (Col) and 
‘Too Many Cooks’ (Radio), split, 
about $2,400, poor. 





Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘The 
Viking.’ First second run offering 
at this house; benefiting from 


strong exploitation given previous- 
ly; should hit close to $2,000, very 
good. 

Grand (Publix) 
‘Huckleberry Finn’ 
‘American Tragedy’ (Par), split 
Second loop runs. May be $1,600, 
ok. Last week ‘Modern Age’ (M-G) 
held over full week, second loop run, 
near $1,400, fair. 


25)— 
and 


(1,100; 
(Par) 


DENVER TROUBLE SETTLED 
Denver, Oct. 12. 

Row between local amusement 
unions and Fox West Coast, aris- 
ing over the discharge of a stage- 
hand at the Mayan, was settled in 
district court by stipulation. 

Settlement provides that oper- 





ators continue to work under the 
|terms of the contract signed some 
ltime ago. Both eldes paid their 
| own costs, 





LOUISVILLE PLUNGES 


Everything Down—‘Palmy’ Only| 
$8,500, Loew’s—Wicked’ $10,300 


Louisville, Oct. 12 
Every theatre in town showing a 
decline this week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60) 
‘Paimy Days’ (UA). Will do around 





$8,590. Last week ‘Wallingford’ 
(M-G) got $13,500. 

Rialto (4th Ave.) (2,940; 35-40- 
50)—‘Wicked’ (Fox) and vaude. 


Around $10,300, in spite of personal 
appearance of Trixie Friganza. Last 
week ‘Skyline’ (Fox) $10,750. 

Strand (4th Ave.) (1,865; 25-35- 
50-60)—‘American Tragedy’ (Par). 
Near $7,500, weak. Last week ‘Bad 
Girl’ (Fox) $11,200. 
Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 15-25-40) 
-My Sin’ (Par). May break even 
at $4,200. Last week ‘Monkey Busi- 
(Par) same, 

Brown— Reckless Hour’ (FN). 
Probably $4,500, light. Last week 
‘Common Law’ (Pathe) $6,500. 


ness’ 


Penn-Stan Reverse; 
Haines Big—$21,000, 
Powell Low—$17,000 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 

(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 

After hitting a new low last week 
with ‘Phantom of Paris,’ the Penn 
should climb again for current ses- 
sion with ‘Wallingford. May even 
top the rival Stanley for the first 
time since both houses went straight 
pictures due to the musicians’ strike 
a month ago. Haines film looks to 
touch $21,000. 

Stanley is sliding on ‘Road to 
Singapore,’ rapped soundly by the 
cricks, and will be lucky to pull out 
to a bad $17,000. This will repre- 
sent site’s worst showing in the 
same  stageless period. ‘Guilty 
Hands,’ following three weeks of 
‘Bad Girl’ at the Fulton, looks good 
for $6,000. 

Apparent since the strike that the 
regular straight picture houses have 
profited by the walkout in the de- 
luxers. Fulton has been pulling up 
steadily and the Warner surprised 
by getting close to $9,000 last week 
with ‘East of Borneo.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25-50)— 
‘Pagan Lady’ (Col). Will do well 
to amble to pretty ordinary $2,700. 
Last week ‘Secrets of Secretary’ 
(Par) okay at slightly above $3,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 10- 
15-25-35-50)—‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G). 
Satisfactory notices and Lionel 
Barrymore something of a pull since 
‘Free Soul’; should get nice $6,000. 
Last week, third and last, ‘Bad Girl’ 
(Fox) climaxed to better than $7,000 
and could have stayed longer; film 
close to $30,000 on run for best ever 
around here. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
—‘Shanghaied Love’ (Col). House 
single featuring temporarily after 
siege of doubles; probably due to 
shortage of product; this one looks 
like usual $1,800. Last week ‘Big 
Gamble’ (Pathe) slightly better. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50-60)—‘Wallingford’ (M-G). Papers 
all talked about Schnozzle Durante 
and film liked; indicates close to 
$21,000, best figure since musicians 
walked out. Last week ‘Phantom of 
Paris’ (M-G) a new low at $13,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 26-35-50)— 
‘Road to Singapore’ (WB). Powell 
film spanked badly by dailies and 
sliding to bad $17,000 if that; poor- 
est since strike and straight pic- 
tures. Last week ‘Five Star Final’ 
(WB) fine at just under $23,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Skyline’ (Fox). House capitalizing 
on Pitt names in cast, Thomas 
Meighan and Hardie Albright; civic 
pride may account for satisfactory 
$7,000. Last week ‘East of Borneo’ 
(U) trifle short of good $9,000. 








Foreigns in Texas 





Dallas, Oct. 12. 

First try at foreign film versions 
in Texas taken by Hugo Martini, 
Galveston indie. 

Martini is operating the Interna- 
tional on a straight foreign policy, 
featuring German and Spanish 
picts, 

Fact that the Gulf town predomi- 
nates in immigrant pop making it 
profitable. Similar attempts in 
other Texas foreign centers, how- 





ever, were n. @. 





Laugh Films Lead on B way; 
Wallingford’ $70,000—Capitol, 
And Marxes $45,000 at Rivoli 


—- 


broadway is oftering iaughs and 
it’s selling with cooler weather. 
Wallingford’ should edge over $70,- 
100 at the Capitol, while ‘Monkey 
Business’ will beat $45,000 at the 


Rivoli on its first week. 
At the Paramount George Jessel 
id Sophi Tucker doing a combo 


ippearance will lift ‘Road to 


Reno’ beyond an average pace for 
rbout $57,000, while the Roxy is just 
lukewarm with ‘Smart Woman’ at 
$65,000. 


Moss’ Broadway’s and ‘Murder at 
Midnight’, with vaude, is slipping to 
$16,000 this week after an opening 
stanza of $21,000, satisfactory. 
‘Palmy Days’ is finishing its third 
week at a fair $22,000 rate. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,120; $1-$2)—*The Guards- 
man’ (M-G) (6th week). Free list 
ban on this one indicates its selling. 


Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50)—‘Wal- 
lingford’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Durante back on Broadway and of 


interest to the mob; William Haines 
doing a personal and edging over 
$70,000 probable; very good but no 
holdover, Last week, second of 
‘Free Soul’ (M-G), $55,400. 
Hollywood (1,816; 50-65-$1)— 
‘Hamilton’ (WB) (5th week). Ready 


to bow out soon after nice run; 
current week $17,000, Last week 
$22,000. 


Mayfair (2,200; 40-$1)—‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe) (2d week). Pretty good at 
22,000 on holdover. Opening week 
$28,700; proving personal draw of 
Ann Harding. 


Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85-$1). 
‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and stage 
show. George Jessel and Sophie 


Tucker on rostrum; good for about 
$57,000 clip. Last week ‘24 Hours’ 
(Par), okay at $54,500. 

Rialto (2,000; 25-40) ‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA) (3rd week) Dipping 
for $22,000, fair for length. Last 
week $29,500. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1)—"Mon- 
key Business’ (Par) (ist week). 
Will better $45,000 on first week, 
swell total. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50)—Smart 
Woman’ (Radio) and stage show. 
Maybe $63,000, which is weak and 
must dig for that. Last week ‘Sob 
Sister’ (Fox) $62,000. 

Strand (2,900; 25-50-75) ‘Road to 
Singapore’ (WB) (2nd week). Sec- 
ond stanza fair at $22,000, with 
chance of third week. Last week 
$31,200 on first eight days. 

Warners (1,100; 650-75) ‘Gay Di- 
plomat’ (Radio). At $3,000, very 
poor. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-85-$1) 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB) (5th week). 
To be followed by ‘Ruling Voice’ 
(WB) but no date set; $22,000 oke 
at this time. Last week $28,000. 

Tobis-Vanderbilt (826; 50-75-$1) 
‘Die Grosse Sehnsucht’ (Cicero) (2a 
week). Opened well and should 
reach $6,000. Last week ‘Karama- 
oo (Terra) managed to draw $3,- 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 60-75- 
$1-$1.50-$2)—‘Ein Burschenlied von 


Heidelberg’ (Ufa) (5th week). Slip- 
ping to poor $2,500. Last week 
$3,000. 


Broadway (1,900; 35-85-$1)—‘Mur- 
der at Midnight’ (Tiff) and vaude 
(2d week). Near $16,000 this week, 
meagre. Last week $21,000; show 
includes Eddie Dowling, Ray Dooley, 
Ginger Rogers. 


‘Sin’ and Grid Film 
Are Battling in "Ham 


Birmingham, Oct. 12. 

(Drawing Population, 325,000) 

Tallulah Bankhead, home town 
gal, will have some competish this 
week, as football followers will go 
to the Ritz for “Notre Dame.” Cir- 
cus in town Wednesday, too. 

Estimates For This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
60) ‘My Sin’ (Par) and vaude. 
Hometown talent will draw but pic- 
ture not liked; dandy vaude, though, 





on $11,500, fair. “Bad Girl” (Fox) 
last week, only $11,000. 
Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40) ‘Notre 


Dame’ (U). With two colleges here 
wiil break recent records at Ritz, 
$5,300. Last week ‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe) and ‘Homicide Squad’ (U), 
split, did but little, $3,000. 


Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40). 
‘Murder by Clock’ (Par), Nice, 
$3,000. Last week ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA) good, $3,300. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25). 
‘Caught’ (Par). Headed for fair 
$900. Last week “Tabu’ (Par), did 


good first three days and held for 
week, $1,000 

Temple (Indie) (2,650; 15-20). 
‘Too Many Cooks’ (Radio) and ‘Sal- 
vation Nell’ (Tiff). Light week: 





discount tickets around town will 
help, $900. Last week ‘Iron Man’ 
(U) and ‘Resurrection’ (U), same 
figure, 
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Double Features on 


-Rums to 15-25¢ Seem Money Makers: 


_ Hurting Some Downtown’s Ist Runs 


Downtown 2d | 





a — “ 
Springfield, Mass., Oct. 12. 


Successive run films, mostly in 


double feature programs, steadily 


are encroaching upon the domain 


of first-run theatres in downtown 
sections of cities. With exhibitors 
paying low prices for pictures that 
in neighborhood 


have been played 


«< 


houses, the margin of profit for the 
downtown bargain theatres is such 
that it offsets the chances taken 
with higher priced and new release 
pictures. 

Business is good at the low- 
scaled houses, while some of the 


first-run higher admission film pal- 
aces are taking if on the chin. Ex- 


ploitation stunts and large adver-|ready had been shown in their 
tisements in newspapers are being | Cities. 

confined to the first run theatres. 

The other class of exhibitors us- In Canada 


ing advertisements only of from one 
to three inches, one column, merely 
announce the names of stars and 
title of pictures. No space is taken 
for descriptive lines as to the type 
of picture. Expense in other forms 
of publicity is kept at a minimum 
where, in only few cases, anything 
is used outside of the newspapers. 

Fronts of the successive run pop- 
ular priced houses display only 
stills from features and no money is 
being spent on sign nainting, 

Summing up the situation, it 
seems evident first-run houses are 
fighting for business while their 
competitors move along evenly 
without any ballyhoo and the 15ic- 
25c tickets unreel satisfactorily as 
people manifest a desire to spend as 
little as possible for screen enter- 
tainment. 


The class of patrons in the 
cheaper houses likewise is undergo- 
ing a change, Instead of the smelly, 
unkempt men or women and noisy 
juveniles formerly the bulk, there 
how is an air of refinement reflected 
in houses that certain other types 
‘of persons formerly were inclined 
to pass up. 
Examples 

Two recent instances of increas- 
ing competition from low-admission 
film theatres is in Springfield, where 
the State, former burlesque house, 
has reopened with a second-run 
double feature program at low 
prices, and the Goldstein Brothers 
have opened a new theatre with the 
same policy. Both are in the busi- 
ness section. 

In Providence less than a year 
ago the Bijou, which for years 
housed burlesque, went pop talker. 
Two weeks ago the Modern, another 
downtown house, formerly playing 
stock and burlesque, opened with 
double features at a top of 30c. 
Near them is the Capitol with 25c 
top. The Rialto, also downtown, is 
another. 

Hartford has at least 12 low-price 
houses all within close competition 
distance to the first runs. Down- 
town Portland, Me., has four pop- 
priced houses, Lawrence and Low- 
ell, Mass., have several such houses. 

In the Boston metropolitan area 
are over 100 theatres of the suc- 
cessive run low admission class, 
which benefit from the extensive 
newspaper and other advertising of 
the first-run downtown houses. 
There are less than 10 second-class 
houses in the Boston business area. 

The same situation prevails in 
cities elsewhere in New England. 
Scale Cuts in R. I. 
Undoubtedly the first instance 
anywhere in New England of estab- 
lished houses reducing prices in an 
effort to increase business was that 


last week at Riverpoint and Arctic, 
In an 
Thornton 
managers of 
reduction in 
prices has been made by the man- 
agement because of the general de- 
which natu- 
rally tightens the pursestrings. The 
is expected to 
induce persons to attend who could 


two Rhode Island towns. 
announcement, Owen B. 
and William Deitch, 
the houses, said ‘the 


pression in business, 
new rate, however, 
not afford the higher prices, which 


have been in effect for some time. 
The management of the two the- 


-atres are hopeful that the new rate 


will help to stimulate business and 
that more people will find it con- 


‘ Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40) 
yenient to attend the perform- ‘Holy Terror’ (Fox) and ‘Goldie’ 
ances. (Fox). Fair to middling and may- 


which earlier this year were being 


used widely in second-class theatres 


in an effort to bolster up business, 
have dwindled to the point where 
they now are the exception rather 
than the rule. Peopie having 15 or 
25 cents to spend for a show now 
are attracted by the quality of the 
show rather than the free gimmicks 
and amateur nights and other medi- 
ocre stage fare. 

The _ situation 

stage where the 


has reached the 
first-run higher 


admission houses are engaged in a Mag rgd mire ane aomnee 
real struggle for business in compe- | 9)... ‘Squaw Man’ (M-G)._ Points 
. ‘ tae * P to $7,500. Last week ‘Waterloo 


titicn with their lowly competitors, 
who formerly were in the position 
of having to resort to almost any 
device to make a profit because of 
having to present pictures that al- 





Montreal, Oct. 12. 
Dissatisfaction with the policy of 
distribution of second and third 
runs in this city has resulted in a 
growing inclination to show shorts 
to a greater extent than ever be- 
fore. This is more largely the case 
in the east end of the city where 
depression and closing down of 
plants has heavily hit the flickers. 
nother sections the old conservative 
policies are being adhered to. 

The Bourget theatre, which re- 
cently changed hands owing to fall- 
ing grosses, is putting in some 
weeks programs which depend on 
short two-reelers backed up by a 
semi-burlesque show. 

The example of many houses in 
western Canada where newsreels 
only are shown at low prices 
is likely to be _ followed _ to 
a considerable extent here 
this winter unless conditions 
improve. ya sections where 
houses are close to one another and 
a second run has been seen exten- 
sively, policy is increasingly to pass 
up third run and substitute shorts, 
newsreels and even old features. 
Companies operating a number of 
nabe houses are experimenting with 
the above idea and may adopt them 
largely or in part in the next few 
months until conditions get better. 


‘UNHOLY’ NEAR $16,000 
ON MONT’L FORTNIGHT 


Montreal, Oct. 12. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Extra film opposish comes in this 
week with Orpheum turning flicker 
and showing ‘Dreyfus Case’ for as 
long as it can hold up. Main stems 
have.~shows of big reputation but 
‘American Tragedy’ has had its 
share of censor scissoring, real and 
supposed, and much depends on 
word-of-mouth. 
Eastern Canada’s 
house, His Majesty’s, is striking 
hard times, picked up some last 
week, but is liable to dive again 
this week with ‘Beggars’ Opera.’ 
Nabes are badly down of late. 
Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 75- 
$2.50) (Legit). Prices liable to hit 
gross which cannot estimate be- 
yond $4,000. Last week ‘Elizabeth, 
the Queen’ picked up this house for 
around $7,500. 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 
can Tragedy’ (Par). Benefits by 
big ballyhoo, but is uncertain 
proposition; maybe around $12,000. 
Last week ‘Monkey Business’ (Par) 
faded late to $14,000, good. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Secrets 
of Secretary’ (Par) and ‘Huckle- 
berry Finn’ (Par). Youngsters be- 
ing barred will have some effect on 
gross, but show is good on this 
brace and may get $12,000. Last 
week ‘Pardon Us’ (MG) and ‘Easi- 
est Way’ (MG) realized $14,000, 
okay. 
Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60) ‘Pub- 
lic Defender’ (Radio) and Vaude. 
Should hold house to previous good 








only legit 


75) ‘Ameri- 


returns at $13,500. Last week 
‘Daughter of Dragon’ (Par) and 
much above average vaude gave 
theatre ranking position on street 


with $15,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) ‘Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA). Ronald Col- 
man the goods here and grossed 
$9,100 Jast week; repeat for current 
week about $7,000. 


For Alice White and ‘24 Hours’— 


autumn basis. 
better prevailing in all quarters both 
last week and current. 


—‘24 Hours’ (Par) and Alice White 


week ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) second week, 
over $11,900. 


Bridge’ (U), only $5,600. 


title for indicated $8,500. Last week’s 


$24,000 AT BUFFALO 





‘Sherlock Holmes’ $8,500 





Buffalo, Oct. 12. 
Takings settling down to regular 
Medium grosses and 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,500; 30-40-65) 


Drawing well with pic 
ture indifferent; probably around 
$24,000. Last week ‘Street Scene’ 
(UA) did well as solo attraction 
for $23,500. 

Hip (Publix)~ (2,400; 25-35-60)— 
‘Wicked’ (Fox) and Nick Lucas on 
stage. Probably over $14,000. Last 
week ‘High Stakes’ good $16,900. 
Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-35- 
50). ‘Monkey Business’ (Par). 
Should do around $17,000, good. Last 


on stage. 


Lafayette (Ind) 
‘Sherlock Holmes’. 


(3,400; 35). 
Doing neatly on 


‘Woman of Experience’ 
just over $8,000. 


Free Kid Mats for 
‘Spirit’ Will Evolve 
To $12,000—Denver 


Denver, Oct. 12. 

‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ is doing 
big business at the Tabor with skill- 
ful exploitation. Big free kids’ mat- 
inee Saturday filled Tabor, forcing 
showing at America also, and still 
2,000 were turned away. 

After big week at the Denver 
‘Palmy Days’ taken to Rialto where 


nicely to 








it looks like only a fair week. ‘Stars 
of Yesterday,’ stage show, holding 
Denver up to $18,000. 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘The Spider’ (Fox). Should 
glimpse $7,000, fair. Last week 


‘Hamilton’ (WB) $9,000, good figure 
for this house, 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
—‘24 Hours’ (Par) and unit. Stage 
end will help hold to pleasent $18,- 
000. Last week ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
also $18,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘Sidewalks of New York’ (M- 
G). ‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN) only 
$7,000 for six days, and yanked. 
Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-35-50) 
—‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Moved over 
from the Denver and $3,500 light. 
Last week ‘Murder at Midnight’ 
(Tiff) did well for $4,300. 

Huffman’s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U). Good, 
with $12,000 prospect. Last week 
‘East of Borneo’ (U) ran up an av- 
erage $10,000. 


‘LENOX’ $20,000 AND 
‘KID’ $12,000—SEATTLE 


Seattle, Oct. 12. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Better bids for public fav and 
coin this week. Garbo in ‘Susan 
Lenox’ at the Fifth, and ‘Cisco Kid’ 
at the Paramount are two outstand- 
ing spots. 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Fox) (3,106: 25-50)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox). Getting nice biz; 
looks to hit $12,000 for eight days. 
Last week ‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(M-G) $6,200 for six days when 
pulled. 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 25-60)— 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G). Hot spot of 
town; $20,000 great. Last week 
‘Sidewalks of New York’ (M-G) 
fair at $12,200. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35-50)—‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Fair 
for second week; yokels like the 
laughmakers; $4,000. Last week 
same film $6,500, swell. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 
35-50—‘Five Star Final) (WB). Due 
to reach good $6,500. Last week 
‘Pagan Lady’ (Col) a scant $4,000. 








25- 


Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
2,000; 15-30)—‘God’s Gift to 
Women’ (WB). Just fair with 
$6,000. Last week (Naughty Fiirt’ 


(FN) $6,200. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
‘Bad Company’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Not good at $9,000. Last week. 
‘East of Borneo’ (U) same total. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘Wicked’ (Fox). Not so hot, $2,500 
bad. Last week split, ‘Sky Line’ 
(Fox) and ‘Girl Habit’ (Fox), light 
at $2,600. 





(U) and ‘Hellbent for Frisco’ (Tiff), 
$2,800. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,000; 50) ‘Drey- 
fus Case’ (BIP). A gamble, house 
changing from stock to films; may 
get old clients goodwill, but $4,000 
seems best. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 50) 
‘Caprice de Pompadour’ (French). 
About as usual at $1,800. Last week 








Added attraction and gift nights 


be $3,000. Last week ‘Many a Slip’ 





Comparative Grosses for September 


Total of grosses during September for towns and houses listed as previe 










































































































































































































































































ously reported weekly. 
Sept. 5 Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26 
CAPITOL | Modern Age | Modern Age | Squaw Man | Free S,.)7 
High.$109,286| $73,900 $50.000 $46,600 a18.7e0e 
Low.. 30,000) (ist week) 2d week) ; 
Stage Show 
PAR- Personal Maid My Sin ‘Mad Parade | Am. Traced 
AMOU NT $55,000 $57,600 $46,700 "362 rt hl 
High. .$95,000) Stage Show ; 
Low... 41,000 
ROXY Spider "Mary Ann | Wicked | Purple Sage 
High.$173,658 $82,000 $380,600 $55,000 361,000" 
Low.. 45,000) Stage Show BM leet ; 
STRAND Bargain Your Nerve Side Show Penrod-Sam 
High. .$75,800 $16,200 $18,200 $20,000 $12,000 
Low... 11,000 Pee. ae (6 days) 
MAYFAIR Waterloo Plastered 50 Fathoms Borneo 
High. .$42,800 $32,000 $15,200 $22,900 $24,000 
Low... 10,500 Seadote eee | ros 
___ Sept. 5 Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26 
LOEW’S |Guilty Hands Brat Spider Pardon Us 
STATE $23,000 $18,700 $20,000 $25,000 
High. .$48,000, Stage Show 
Low... 15,600 se a 
PAR- Caught Personal Maid My Sin ‘Mad Parade 
AMOUNT $25,000 $16,600 $18,000 $14,000 
High. .$57,800| Stage Show 
Low... 10,000 
UNITED Street Scene | Street Scene Monkey Monkey 
ARTISTS $16,000 $11,500 Business Business 
High. .$38,700} (ist week) (2d week) $29,000 $16,000 
Low... 3,000 ’ _____ | _Cist_week) | _ (2d_ week) 
WARNER'S |Star Witness| Last Flight Bargain Side Show 
DOWN- $13,000 $13,500 $9,000 $8,500 
TOWN (2a week) 
High. .$38,800 
Low... 8,000 iN 
WARNER'S (Star Witness; Last Flight Bargain Side Show 
HOLLYW’D $12,000 $14,000 $9,300 $9,500 
High. .$37,300} (2d week) 
SESS Te ee ee . i a eal 
CHICAGO 
Sept. 5 __ Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26 
CHICAGO Silence Bought Last Flight My Sin 
High. .$71,300 $52,300 $42,300 $39,200 $37,900 
Low... 32,000} Stage Show ape 
McVICKER’S| Bad Girl Bad Girl Star Witness Monkey _ 
High. .$53,000 $20,600 $11,200 $22,200 Business 
Low... 10,100) (2a week) _(Gd_ week) (10 days) $38,800 
ORIENTAL | Daughter of Spider Confessions | Personal Maid 
High. .$52,500 Draron $30,200 of Co-Ed $25,700 
Low... 17,000 27,800 $28,200 
Stage Show - ae a ie 
ROOSEVELT) Modern Age | Modern Age Bought Squaw Man 
High..$36,500 $14,300 $9,200 $14,800 $18,200 
Low... 8,500) (2d week) (3d week) 
STATE- Waterloo Waterloo Plastered East of 
_ LAKE $24,200 $5,700 $19,900 Borneo 
High. .$45,300| (ist week) (4 days) (10 days) $18,500 
Low... 8,800 
UNITED Street Scene | Street Scene | Street Scene | Street Scene 
ARTISTS $33,300 $23,800 $16,200 $10,200 
High. .$49,100;} (ist week) (2d week) (3d week) (4th week) 
Low... 10, 5 See (New Low)_ 
Sept. 5 Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26 
PAR- Personal Maid My Sin Mad Parade |Am. Tragedy 
AMOUNT $36,200 $39,000 $42,700 $50,500 
Stage Show Bie: 
FOX Bad Girl Spider Mary Ann Mary Ann 
$30,700 $25,000 $32,000 $22,000 
(2d week) (1st week) (2a week) 
Vaude 
METRO- Sporting Guilty Hands| Modern Age | Squaw Man 
POLITAN Blood $18,000 $19,500 $18,300 
$18,000 
Vaude he 
ALBEE Waterloo Plastered 50 Fathoms East of 
$30,300 $22,400 $24,000 Borneo 
Vaude $22,600 
STRAND Bargain Your Nerve | Star Witness Bought 
! $11,000 | $12,700 | _ $19,700 $22,000 
Sept. 5 Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26 
PAR- Silence Persor.al Maid| Monkey Bus. My Sin 
AMOUNT $14,900 $14,200 $17,300 $14,500 
High. .$21,000) Stace Show 
Low... 9,000 
FOX-POLI | Modern Age Mary Ann Bad Girl Secrets Secs 
High. .$26,000} $14,500 $16,000 $16,500 $10,200 
Low... 7,500 Vaude 
SHERMAN | Bargain and Bought | Side Show | Star Final 
High. .$16,000} Plastered $8,500 $5,000 $8,000 
Low... 4,500 $7,000 | 
_ BIJOU Pardon Us Squaw Man | Travel. Hus- Bad Girl 
High. .$12,600' and Dragon and Brat bands and $4,800 
Low... 1,600 $5,500 $4,200 Honeymoon 
Lane 
es lS, AER Sees eee Tae , $3,000 _—___—_——=> 
NEWARK, N. J. 
en —_——— ercrcccccccccccclaly 
| Sept. 5 Sept. 12 Sext. 19 Sept. 26__ 
BRANFORD|. Bad Girl Last Flight | Mary Ann Spider 
High. .$30,500 $13,500 $11 600 $13.500 $11,000 
Low... 11,000} (9 days) | (Low) —_—--9 
STATE (Guilty Hands |Smiling Lieut.| Pardon Us | Huck. Finn 
High. .$32,000 $12,000 $16,000 $17,000 $11,500 
low... 11,500) Vaude _ (New Low). 
RKO Dirigible Common Law! Confessions | Bad Company 
PROCTOR’S $18,000 $18,000 $17,000 $19,000 
High. .$29,000 Vaude 
Low... 7,000 _ ——— 
TERMINAL | Honeymoon Young Feel | Bad Girl 
Lane $4,000 $4,500 
ee $4,000 onal a 
CAPITOL Star Witness Bargain Brat and Side Show 
$3,500 $4,000 Murder Clock| and Caught 
ht co i $4,700 | $5,500 




















‘Mephisto’ (French) lifted to $2,000. 





(Continued on page 25) 
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8 ST. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN FILA NEWS 
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Rebound London Holdover, Trade 


Betters with 


» 
+ 


Towns First Fog 





London, Oct. 12. 

The first fog of the year and a 
sharp drop in temperature brought 
the autumn swiftly to London. 
Week-end theatre trade was good 
among the picture houses, despite 
few new features. 

‘Merely Mary Ann’ (Fox), re- 
places ‘Bad Girl’ at the Tivoli and 
looks promising with good advance 
notices. 

‘A Free Soul’ held up nicely on its 
second week at the Empire, but 
will be replaced by ‘The Squaw 
Man,’ retitled ‘The White Man’ for 
ever here. 

The Plaza has ‘Silence’ (Par), and 
Jooks like a good week. 

‘Rebound’ (RKO) with Ina Claire 
built up well at the Leicester 
Square and may stay a fortnight. 

Holdover bills here and elsewhere 
are generally holding up. 


NATIVE TALKERS HURT 
U. S. PRODUCT IN INDIA 


London, Oct. 3. 

Hollywood is losing ground in the 
Indian market, according to a show- 
man just come to London from the 
East. 

Silent films were a success in In- 
dia, he remarked, but the talkers 
were a different proposition. Runs 
of nine and 10 weeks were scored 
with the big silents. 

The early talkers appealed ‘as 
novelties, and there jazz and comedy 
needed no translation, but the later 
drawing room lounges leave the na- 
tives cold. 

The first step to threaten Holly- 
wood in the Indian market happened 
this year, when the Madan manage- 
ment began making native silents 
of their own. They have now fol- 
lowed up with vocal films, syn- 
chronizing in the chief dialect of 
the country, thereby getting nearer 
@ general appeal than any foreign- 
ers. : 

Bombay is now carrying the first 
of the Indian talkers, and the pic- 
ture has already clicked to over 12 
weeks at record figures. 

There are now 40 production con- 
cerns in India, according to the 
showman, and they are all ready to 
follow the Madan lead, producing in 
the languages which cover the ter- 
ritory at which they aim. Whether 
they are to be profitable in view of 
the limited market is a point to be 
cleared up. 

The second factor to crash the 
Hollywood revenue in the East is 
the fact the two major film exhib- 
iting circuits have recently signed 
pi 120 features, practically all Brit- 

sh. 

Purchase of English films in such 
large quantities is curious, as the 
number of theatres in India where 
real profit can be made is only about 
100. 

But the future of entertainment 
in India is in the talkers, and the 
native producers and the English 
companies have already grabbed 
the pickings. 


Argentine May Reduce 
Tax to Make It Higher 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 12. 

Still heavier film taxation seems 
imminent here as the result of an 
investigtion just completed by the 
Revenue Department. Investigators 
advised the government to cancel 
the present 20% tax on net film 
earnings, calling it impractical, with 
the suggestion that a 10% tax of the 
gross be substituted. 

While government officials say the 
new way would bring in about the 
Same amount of money but do away 
with a lot of headaches, the film 
trade figures it will mean actually 
a doubling of the present tax, con- 
Sidered too high by many. 

That the tax is not applicable to 
local product doesn’t help much be- 
Cause there's so little of it. 

While filmers are pretty pes- 
Simistic about the new move, they 
Benerally feel it is inevitable as the 
Republic is short of money and the 
amusement industry always gets hit 
first at such 





times 





Cantor Film's London Date 
London, Oct. 12. 
om 
ine Unholy Garden’ opens Do- 


VEIDT TOURING ABROAD 


Bad Condition in Germany for 





Theatricals 
Belgrade, Oct. 12. 
Conrad Veidt, German screen star, 
is touring Jugoslavia with a the- 


atrical troupe. From here he'll go 
on to Hungary and Roumania., 
Tough times in Germany, it's 
said, are behind Veidt 
lying countries. 


S tour to out- 


SACHA OF AUSTRIA IN 
CREDITOR SETTLEMENT 


Vienna, Oct. 12. 
Sacha Film Co., Austria's biggest 
film producers, has been forced to 
make a composition with its cred- 
itors, 
Sacha’s deficit is figured at 
$100,000. 


about 





Fox Has Trouble Buying 
Off Its Spanish Crew 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Spanish talent at Fox is shying at 
the 40% settlement offered to buy 
off its contracts. Lot is making a 


follow with ‘Yellow Ticket’ and then 
fold the department for two months. 
Idea is to sluff off the European- 
born talent and recruit a troupe 
from Latin-America countries. John 
Stone, who did the scouting over- 
seas, will be sent to South America 
on the new quest. 

Players on hand, remembering 
Metro didn’t wash up its lingoists 
so easily, are inclined to hang on tiil 
option time. 





New Finance Deal on 
French Subject for U 


Paris, Oct. 1, 

How difficult the picture money 
market has become is instanced by 
the Consortium Cinematographique, 
who could not finance to its com- 
pletion the picture tentatively titled 
“Fils a Papa,” from the play “Little 
Accident,” it is doing for Universal. 
Latter’s guarantee and releasing 
arrangements had enabled financing 
to be arranged, but not in sufficient 
amount to complete the picture. 

To do this a new corporation has 
been formed called “Icfa,” headed 
by Carver and Welsch, which is 
taking over the financing, putting 
up Universal’s cash, Picture is be- 
ing made in the Eclair Studios in 
suburban Epinay, equipped Tobis 
Klangfilm, recording rates of which 
in France have been increased to 
practically equal the RCA prices. 

Film, directed by Bob Wyler, is 
dialoged by Yves Mirande, and 
stars Francoise Rosay. Approxi- 
mate cost will be between $60,000 
and $80,000. 





Jack Forrester Making 
French Versions for Col. 


French versions of all important 
Columbia features will be made in 
France in a deal just closed be- 
tween that organization and Jack 
Forrester, an independent. 

At the same time booking of these 
versions into French theatres will 
be established through a new dis- 
tributing agency headed by For- 
rester and backed by Columbia. 

‘Dirigible’ and ‘Flight’ will be two 
of the first Columbia films to be 
given the French treatment. 


ROBISON OUT 


Holly wocd, Oct. 12. 
Arthur Robison, Metro director 
import for German pictures and 
later used on domestics, left this 


week on expiration of nis contract. 

He is reading Columbia scripts 
and if he finds one he likes will go 
to that lot to pilot one of its regu- 


lar releases, 


Spanish version of ‘Bad Girl” will! 





Alone in London 


‘Variety’ has no association 
of any nature with the lately 
founded show weekly in Lon- 
don, referred to as ‘The Lon- 
don Variety.’ 


MEXICO ON WRONG END 
WITH NEW CENSOR LAW 


American producers are not going 
to do anything about the Mexican 
censor move except to give Mexico 

















censor-cameraman combo a 
and to be treated as such. 
The stand taken by Mexico gen- 
erally is an enigma to the American 
trade. Of all the countries crazy for 
tourist trade and the publicity that 
brings it, Mexico is counted by film 
people in the front ranks. Recently, 
it is reported by American picture 
executives in diplomatic posts, the 
Mexican government offered a New 
York press agent $200 a week and 
his expenses to publicize Mexico in 
this country. 

There will be fewer Mexican battle 
scenes in the reels and none of 
those Mexican dancing girls from 
now on, according to present in- 
dications. The news people, accord- 
ing to industry authorities, will 
probably confine their activities to 
presidential upsets and similarly 
important funerals until Mexico 
realizes the meaning of its new 
censor law. 


RKO-Pathe’s Foreign Hook 
With Continental Distribs 


An entirely new distribution set- 
up for Continental Europe is in 
prospect for the handling of RKO- 
Pathe product in that wide terri- 
tory, stretching all the way from the 
English channel to the Mediterra- 
nean. Thomas Delehanty, foreign 
department head from the New 
York. office, has arrived on Euro- 
pean ground to complete datstri- 
bution arrangements the prelimin- 
aries of which were begun on his 
last trip abroad two months ago. 

Instead of operating its own ex- 
changes in Paris, Berlin and other 
points, RKO-Pathe is contemplating 
deals with foreign distributors. 

Before taken over by RKO last 
winter, Pathe had its own branches 
in Europe. With the RKO-Pathe 
deal, these were practically elim- 
inated, with the company said to 
disfavor operation of its own 
branches on the other side in future 
excepting in London. 

Delehanty Is expected back within 
a month or so. 


U’s Indie Foreigns 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Universal is trying turning over 
production of foreigns to indie com- 
panies. 
Jose Bohr doing the first, title of 
which is Spanish, for ‘Hollywood, 
the City of Dreams.’ 


A Pittaluga’s for RKO 


‘Terra Madre’ (Mother Earth’), 
first of the new batch of Pittaluga 
Italian films, goes into the RKO- 
Cameo, New York, Oct. 23. It's a 
test booking, with RKO having an 
agreement to take all Pittaluga 
product for the house, if ‘Terra 
Madre’ makes good at the box office. 

RKO is anxious to do business 
with Pittaluga in New York, if 
feasible, as Pittaluga handles RKO- 
Pathe product in Italy, 


gag 

















Berlin Likes ‘Morocco’ 


Berlin, Oct. 12. 


| ‘Morocco’ (Par), with German 
dialog, had a highly successful 
opening here Friday (9), at the 


Gloria Palast. 

Picture praised by the critics who 
pronounce it a satisfying romantic 
thriller and praise both 
Dietrich and Gary Cooper. 


Arthur Jarratt Replaced 








Empire Remains Cpen 
London, Oct. 12. 
David Goldenberg denies that the 
Empire is undergoing some struc- 





Minion theatre Oct. 19 for run and 
is Succeeded by ‘Paimy 


announced in Variety. 


Days,’ as | 


tural alterations. 
Ifouse will continue as at present, 


jhe says. 


London, Oct. 12. 
1 Arthur Jarratt has been replaced 
by Gaumont British as the booker 
ifor six theatres in the West End 
| Job is described as supervisor of 
Gaumont British West End Cinemas. 
Jeffery Bernard, who replaces 
Jarratt, is a director of GC. B., as is 


the ice, according to some of the 
New York spokesmen. Others, in 
the newsreel end which is most af- | 
fected by the new law, regard the}; “° 


Marlenes 


Foreign Sales Must Increase 407, to 


Cover Exchange Loss for Am. Distribs 





REGAL GOES DELUXE 


London Spot Barely Pays Cost with 


Double Bills | 

—- | 

London, Oct. 12. | 

John Maxwell lessee of Regal 
Cinema, Marble Arch, has decided | 

to stage super pictures there 

Hiouse is one of the most beautiful 
and most modern in the West End. | 

but is slightly out of the cinema 
— | t 
System has been to run double] 
feature films of just above the | 


ordinary quality, and the place has 
barely paid, even after big reduction 


in overhead by abandoning stage 
shows and orchestra. 

First big production there under 
new system is ‘Street Scene” due 


end of November. 





‘BIG HOUSE’ BANNED BY 
CENSOR IN BUDAPEST 


Oct. 1. 
big returns from 
Gittern,’ German 
It was di- 
Paul 
Hungarian intro- 
made for it in 
Hungarian censor, 
however, banned the picture on the 
ground that in these  troublous 
times a picture about the mutiny of 
jailbirds might act in a too 
ing way. 

Censor also objected that the jail- 
birds were all nice chaps and the 
jailers brutes. Metro's local office 
used all possible influence to change 
the decision, but the only thing they 
could obtain was the promise that 
some day when the economic situa- 
tion is better and the spirits calmer, 
the ban would be withdrawn. 

New season started pretty well in 
pictures, but only for about a week. 
After that came government econ- 
omy restrictions; the pay of all gov- 
ernment was reduced 
10% and taxes raised. Amusement 
business in general felt the drop. 

‘Rango’ so far has been the most 
successful American picture of the 
season. It ran four weeks. Harold 
Lloyd's ‘Feet First’ went off mod- 
erately. Buster Keaton in ‘Dough- 
boy’ is middling. 

No real big success so far among 
German pictures, either. Two Ufa 
pictures, ‘Geheimdienst’ (‘Secret 
Service’) and ‘Ihre Hoheit Befiehlt,’ 
were well received and are still run- 
ning in third week. Universal's 
German, ‘Seitensprunge,’ wasn't 
much of a hit, and Geza Bolvary’s 
the Hungarian director, ‘The Theft 
of Mona Lisa’ was a downright fail- 


Budapest, 

M-G-M expected 
‘Menschen hinter 
‘Big House.’ 
rected by a Hungarian, 
and Metro had a 
duction specially 
Hollywood. The 


version of 


Fejos., 


excit- 


employees 


ure, Bolvary directed “Zwei Herzen 
in % Takt,’ biggest hit of all times 
here. The French picture, ‘David 


Golder,’ also failed utterly. 


Natan’s Biz Move 


Paris, Oct. 12. 

Interest is growing in education- 
als. 

Natan is backing a big national 
movement, figure-headed by the in- 
fluential politician Thomas. cur- 
rently representing labor at Geneva 
conference. 
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Gus Schlessinger Sues and 
Attaches WB in Newark 


Alleging breach of contract for 
which he asks $22,000, and another 
$5,000 for alleged salary arrears, 


Gus Schlessinger has commenced 
civil suit against Warner Brothers 


by securing a writ of attachment on 
all WB theatres in Newark. 
Bilder and Bilder, attorneys for 
Schlessinger, declared complete ser- 
vice of papers in the action had 
been made on Warner representa- 
tives in New Jersey in which State 
the suit will be confined. 
Schlessinger, associated with the 
original Warner company <in the 
silent days, lays his exodus as gen. 
mgr. from the Berlin office last 
spring to ‘organization politics.’ 
Schlessinger said he has a con- 
tract which is not up until Febru- 
1922. Unknown to him, George 
foreign head for the old 
First National, was named his su- 
perior abroad Schlessinger 
No one in the Warner home of- 


ary, 
Bandy 


states 


specialists 


Foreign sales must exceed the 
total of last year’s by 40%, and 
garner no more in gross, since 
world money has correspondingly 
shrunk in comparison to the Amer- 
ican dollar. Else American produc- 
ers must make a radical departure 
‘rom previous methods in supplying 
overseas with pictures since sound 


came ln. 
effected 
tically every- 


divided than 


Hiavs members. who have 
Ordination it prac 


ins © = are more 


eve iccording to inside, on what 
is conceded to be the knottiest 
problem confronting the interna- 


tional industry. Offcial excuse is 
that the handling foreign 
business like sales policies, etc., is of 
a competitive nature requiring in- 
dividual thought and treatment by 
the Hays member-companies. 

Superimposing original Ameri- 
can negatives is regarded by some 
of the American 
foreign market as 
the only way out. They point to the 
that such recon- 


‘ } © 
angie ot 


best informed 


on the 


difference in cost 


struction of the original can be 
made at such a tremenduous say- 


ing, compared to the straight for- 
eign version, that a net profit is as- 
sured. 

$1 Difference 
With money 
especially 


valuation declines, 
in Latin countries except 
Italy, covering the market on a ver- 
sion basis can only be done by in- 


creasing sales nearly 50% over 
what they were in 29-30. It is con- 
ceded rentals cannot be jacked up 


in proportion to the current value of 
the American dollar; that to the ex- 
hibitor in England the pound cur- 
rently is the same as last year al- 
though the difference is over a dol- 
lar the wrong way in exchange. 

Stick to the American version, 
Sell the American stars. For dialog 
substitute silent action that will be 
intelligible to any race. Work in 
musical scores and sound to differ- 
entiate the picture, from the old 
silent era, 

At this rate, proponents of super- 
imposing declare, American produc- 
ers can take the loss on the dollar 
viithout concern for extra sales 
Latter phase is conceded literally 
impossible, anyhow. 

The foreign public, 
Iinglish speaking countries and 
Germany and France, where the 
standard is the same as last year, 
may therefore do without dialog; at 
least during the height of hard 
times. 


ROUMANIAN PREMIER IN 
ROLE OF FILM DICTATOR 


Vienna, Oct. 1, 

Professor Jorga, Rumania‘s prime 
minister, whose original ideas of 
government are the constant joy of 
the public but the despair of the 
civil service, has now in his dual 
role as minister of education taken 
the film business in hand. Educa- 
tion department has issued a new 
regulation establishing a_ state 
‘Control and Censorship Commis- 
sion for Kinofilms’ which will view 
all pictures before exhibition and 
divide them into three classes. 

The first class will be educational 


exclusive of 





films; second, entertainment films 
which are harmless if not educae 
tional; finally, ‘bad’ films, those 


which ‘present criminal scenes in an 
undesirable way,’ ‘which show po- 
litical action directed against law 
or social order,’ which ‘offend honor 
of Rumanian or other nations. or 
incite to racial hate,’ ‘which dimin- 
ish the people's trust in themselves 
or their leaders,’ which ‘belittle 
church, school or army,’ or which 
are immoral. 

The Commission will have the 
right to forbid the showing of ‘bad’ 
films or parts of them and its de- 
cisions can be changed only by 
Premier Jorga himself. 


Clive Debating 


Hollywood, Oct. 12 

Colin Clive, brought here by 
Universal from England on a one 
picture contract for ‘Frankenstein,’ 
can't make up his mind whether to 
return to home or remain here for 
pictures, 

English actor has had offers from 
both Paramount and Metro and an 
additional bid from Universal, but 
has turned them all down. He 
won't say anything about going 





fice would odicially comment on 





also Jarratt 


the Schlessinger action, 





home until ‘Frankenstein’ is pre- 
viewed. 
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yard penalty. 
and is clearly explained, although 


not 


Talking Shorts 








few words from other well known 
coaches besides Jones. It’s the 
method the makers have been fol- 
lowing right along and is well con- 
ceived. Reel had no trouble hold- 
ing attention at this Broadway 
spot. 

Subjects taken up include legal 
and illegal blocking, hurdling, in- 
terference with the pass receiver, 
roughing the kicker, and clipping. 
The latter item, sometimes known 
as ‘ham stringing,’ has probably 
ended more football careers than 
any other phase of the game, often 
with permanent injury, which is the 
reason clipping now calls for a 25- 
It consists of tak- 
ing an opponent out from behind 


the full extent of its dangers are 
divulged. 

Besides Jones there are Madigan 
of St. Mary’s, Lieb of Loyola, and 
Meehan of N. Y. U. giving their 
versions of the subjects as pre- 
sented by Jones. The conversa- 
tiona! note which the director has 
been able to obtain between Jones 
and the other grid mentors, mostly 
through deft cutting, does much to 
retain attention. 

Reel carries color from the first 
flash in having the title back- 
grounded by sound via an Army 
‘Long Corps’ yell and thence finds 
its way to the technical phase via 
shots of various games in rain, 
snow, etc. 

Between the national interest in 
football, the action these reels hold 
and the workmanlike manner in 
which they are presented the Jones 
series shouldn’t be a hardship on 
patrons at any time. Sid. 


*‘MELODY OF THE WORLD’ 
Novelty 
34 Mins. 
Vanderbilt, N. Y. 
Tobis 

Fine subject for arty and foreign 
houses, although probably too long 
for general consumption even in 
such houses. Also tough to cut. 

It’s the cutting and music which 
makes.the film outstanding. Con- 
sists of a series of flashes from 
every country. Soldiers marching 
in Paris, Berlin, Tokio and New 
York. Various other items, such 
as swimming, canoeing, racing, etc. 
Airplanes are shown, then a flash 
of a horse race, human runners 
racing, dog races, auto races. Just 
a flash and each succeeding clip 
faster until practically the burst- 
ing point. And so well fitted to- 
gether as not to jar or jerk. Mu- 
sical score in the background is 
exceptionally fine. 

A laugh is international speakers 
mingled in the same way, from 
Germans to Japs and ending with 
Bernard Shaw talking to a friend. 
Idea back of it all, of course, is to 
show that people are the same the 
world over. 

No lecture or explanation. Not 
even a caption. Sound effects and 
music tell the story. Direction is 
by Walter Ruttman and the musi- 
cal score by Wolfgang Zeller. 

Kauf. 


‘SCARLET RUNNER’ 
Educational 
10 Mins. 
Stanley, N. Y. 
Pro Patria 
Title meaningless to any but the 
student of botany. It’s the life and 
death of a _ simple little bean. 
Hardly entertainment. 
British announcer gets laughs 
with his native twang in some of 
the American grinds. Subject is 
well handled for those who want to 
be educated in this direction. Waly 





‘IN OLD MEXICO’ 
Magic Carpet Series 


Travelog Songs 
Mins. Schoolroom Musical 
Embassy, N. Y. pL = 
Fox ivoli, N. Y. 


Staged and no particular value as 


entertainment. 


Otherwise not uninteresting, but 
too much dancing. Best shots are 
of the temples and a rural drawing 
home brew syrup from a native 
A bull fight is necessarily 


plant. 
cut, hence no excitement. Shan. 
“DUMBELLS IN DERBIES” 
DANE AND ARTHUR 
18 Mins, 
Stanley, N. Y. 

Radio 


A poor short. 


in this film straining at every lit- 
tle antiquated pun. 


Story chiefly to blame. Seems just 
slapped together as in the silent 


days. 
Burlesques gangsters shooting up 
a town, with the team as a couple 


Where Dane and 
Arthur used to shape up well to- 
gether, they go through the paces 


‘FOOTBALL FOR THE FAN’ ‘TWO A. M.’ 
‘PENALTIES’ TOM HOWARD 
11 Mins. Comedy 
Rivoli, N. Y. 8 Mins. 
Tiffany Loew’s New York 
In the Howard Jones series and Paramount 
ot pape ge got oe ggy wl - Tom Howard continues a familiar 


strain of comedy, playing the trav- 
esty burglar for a high total of 
laughs. 
As in other similar subjects (such 
as ‘My Wife’s Jewelry) the fun 
comes from the absurd angle of a 
burglar going about a midnight job 
and casually discussing the ethics 
of his business. This time it is 
with a fellow crook as they work 
on a luxurious apartment’s safe, 
holding arguments with an _ off 
stage woman’s voice about giving 
them the combination so they won't 
have to blow the safe and scratch 
up the furniture. 
A cop presently comes in through 
the window and joins the two 
cracksmen in academic arguments 
about burglary in the abstract and 
at length persuades them to ac- 
company him to the station where 
they can get more light on the 
question from the sergeant. 
Sketch recalls an old one of a 
score of years ago done by the team 
of Stacey and Hall, It’s first rate 
low comedy. 

Rush. 


—_— 


‘COLD TURKEY’ 
HELEN BRODERICK 
Comedy 

8 Mins. 

Warners, N. Y. 


Vitaphone No. 1215 


Helen Broderick in her usual 
hardboiled, wisecracking role that 
fits her faultlessly and yields a mine 
of smart lines neatly delivered. 
Starts in a taxi, where the girl is 
the object of the insulting proposol 
by a dizzy a.k. to go on atrip. She 
registers yawning indignation and 
agrees to go. 

Scene shifts to Turkey, where 
Miss Broderick is making a deal 
with a local guide to see the spicy 
thrills of the town. A bribe paves 
the way for her secret entrance into 
the harem. Another switch to the 
Sultan’s throne room, where it ap- 
pears he has rented the whole es- 
tablishment, wives and aii, to a for- 
eigner, while he goes away for his 
health. 

Blowoff when Miss Broderick is 
brought into the throne room to 
view the miracle man who can keep 
57 wives happy, only to be con- 
fronted with the new tenant, who 
turns out to be her own private a.k. 
Funny, thanks to the comedienne’s 
style of handling casual low com- 
edy. Rush. 


‘JUNGLE FESTIVAL’ 
Song Cartoon 

Mins. 

Rivoli, N. Y. 


Paramount 


Pip piece of synchronizing with 
a hot tune as warmly interpreted 
by off screen soloists, duos and 
trios. Strictly in the hot-cha and 
wa-wa vein using ‘You're Driving 
Me Crazy’ as the theme. The usual 
Fleisher bouncing ball and will en- 
tertain on all screens, 
Deviation from the regular route 
is a half shot of a girl introducing 
the lyrics and urging the audience 
to sing. Words and the bali are 
then double exposed in front of her 
as she leads the presumed vocal 
chorus. An idea, though it doesn’t 
seem. necessary with these cartoons 
as either a house will sing or it 
won't and no amount of persuasion 
can entice them into it if they're 
not so inclined, 
Rather a shame to break up the 
antics of the animals hére to in- 
sert the worded audience guide. 
It’s funny stuff and as hooked up 
to the torrid orchestration supplies 
amusement all the way. They 
didn’t sing at this house but they 
liked it. Sid, 


‘NO MORE HOOKEY’ 


Paramount 


School idea with a room full of 
children doing everything in song. 
Other than a duet, its fast and 
should be able to rate a spot in the 
best houses. It got applause at the 
Rivoli. 

The precociousness of stage in- 
clined children is pretty well 
brought down front by the prox- 
imity of the camera to the young- 
sters, but they'll register as cute 
with most viewers. A title credit 
line goes to the Merriel Abbott 
school as the source of the juvenile 
talent. 

Young femme teacher guides the 
tots through the various numbers 
all of which carry special lyrics and 
melodies. Tunes are in the modern 
dance tempo strata without being 
distinctive. 

Builds to a finale through the 
conventional bespectacled sissy be- 
ing won over to the fantastic seat 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Die Grosse Sehnsucht’ (To- 
Rich - Quick Wallingford’ 
(Metro). Laugh making com- 
edy, bringing William Haines 
forward in much better playing 


form than previously. Well 
supported, with a new low 
comedian, Jimmy Durante, 


new in all ways from methods 
to personality, and a certain 


screen success if properly 
handled, 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par). 


Nonsense of the Marx Broth- 
ers, surefire for laughs despite 
working along familiar lines. 
Although film runs 78 minutes, 
its tempo is fast and even furi- 
ous in spots. Thelma Todd for 
appearance and a strong com- 
edy release, 


‘Smart Woman’ (Radio). 
Mary Astor and Robert Ames 
topping a good cast which is 
buried under the story] A fair 
class ‘B’ entry. 


‘Road to Reno’ (Par). Doesn’t 
look so hot for the big spots. 
May be okay for ‘B’ spots and 
best in smaller sites. 


‘Die Gorsse Sehnsucht’ (To- 
bis). Thirty-three German pic- 
ture stars in this musical com- 
edy means a natural draw. 
Added to that is a nice little 
story, well acted and directed. 
Sure box office for German 
nabes, with a slight possibil- 
ity of attracting Americans 
because of the array of names. 


‘Gay Dirlomat’ (RKO). With- 


out form and void. Only for 
the small houses. 
‘Grief Street’ (Chesterfield). 


Despite some bad recording 
and overacting, picture should 
entertain in the quick change 
houses. In such places it stands 
a chance to solo. Barbara Kent 
a standout. 


‘First Aid’ (Worldwide). Far 
fetched crook film, but passable 
for the daily changes. 


‘Susanne Macht Ordnung’ 
(Tofag). Slow paced German 
farce with music. Okay for 
German nabes, but nowhere 
else. 

‘Man From Death Valley’ 
(Monogram). Small time west- 
ern with a lot of action. Oke 
for double feature houses. 











‘BALMY DAZE’ 
HARRY TIGHE 


Loew’s New York P 
Simple Simon Comedies 

A two-reeler with some good 
ideas but poor execution. They 
build a point and then leave it in 
the air. Just a filler. 

Much padding and no cohesion. 
Harry Tighe doesn’t seem to be 
sure whether he’s the patsy or the 
polite straight and the question is 
never settled. Has to do with con- 
fusion in a sleeping car, with some 
good ideas in washroom knock- 
about, using a group of a dozen 
midgets for this sequence. Only 
they never reach the actual blow- 
off for fun. Picture continuously 
promises more than it accom- 
plishes. Loses momentum on @ 
quiet finish. Rush. 


WALLINGFORD 


(‘New Adventures of Get-Rich- 
Quick Wallingford’) 


Metro production and release. Adapted 
with dialog by Charles MacArthur, from 
the George Randolph Chester ‘Wallingford’ 
series, William Haines starred; Jimmy 
Durante featured, with Lelia Hyams and 
Ernest Torrence sub-featured. Director, 
Sam Wood Cameraman, Oliver T. Marsh. 





At Capitol, New York, week Oct. 9. Run- 
ning time, 87 minutes. 
WOTIMRTOTS . cc cccccccceces William Haines 
BGMMOGEIO. ccccccccccesecess Jimmy Durante 
Blackie Daw....scccccccees Ernest Torrence 
DOFOUNY .ccccccccsccccctseessas Leila Hyams 
McGonigal......eceee eecccecees Guy Kibbee 
Charles Harper....esseeess: Hale Hamilton 
Bees BWRMe ac ccaceceesboce Robert McWade 
DEVO, LAR cc ccdcesedececes Clara Blandick 
BEM... TMP c cicvcccceteoce Walter Walker 
Another ‘Wallingford’ on _ the 


screen and another good film com- 
edy, this time a talker by Metro. 
‘The New Adventures of Get-Rich- 
Quick Wallingford’ may be as new 
as the title’ states. For that 


the unseen Charlie MacArthur 
bows, for the logical story carries 
along for the comedy as well as the 
unusually excellent type dialog here 
fitting at all moments. The rest is 
done by the actors, leaving this 
‘Wallingford’ as a probably an over 
the average grosser through the 
laughs piled up. 

William Haines as Wallingford 
is again on the make for dough 
and dames, having Ernest Torrence 
as Blackie Daw and what seems 
a pushed-in character, Jimmy Dur- 
ante as Schnozzle, alongside. While 
the first two are con men, the 
Schnozzle person is just a plain out 
and out pickpocket. Even with this 
crook thing against the trio for 
sympathy, each gets over and the 
good will of the house. It isn't 
glorifying crooks here; it’s regen- 
erating them, at least, Haines who 
at the finish goes right for the skirt. 

The confidence trimming starts 
on shipboard. Haines takes a tour- 
ing smart aleck for $25,000, but only 
gets a cashier's check after landing. 
That check turns up against him as 
the chase goes forward for Walling- 
ford, after the latter has landed in 
a small suburban town, getting 
over on his nerve and saving the 
homestead of the girl’s parents by 
having J. P. Morgan make an of- 
fer of $500,000 for it. In between 
there’s an awful lot of comedy stuff. 

The story plays like an original 
which it probably is. Haines stands 
out as the juvenile Wallingford, 
putting more guts into this per- 
formance than previously, but so, 
it’s nearly smothered by Durante’s. 
Too bad with Haines in for such a 
good showing Durante should about 
steal the picture. 

Durante though should be thank- 
ful to the director, Sam Wood, and 
his playing associates for the 
break he is given in this feature, 
his first for Metro and Durante’s 
second on the screen. Certainly no 
one placed any obstaclein Durante’s 
way, and he greatly benefits from 
it. Accepting that at the Capitol, 
New York, Durante is generally 
known from the New York vaud- 
film house tours by Clayton, Jack- 
son and Durante, still it seemed 
Friday night with two of the late 
audiences as though Durante had 
carried beyond that. After awhile 
the audience laughed each time the 
Durante map appeared, and that’s 
some map for pictures. 

Probably as natural a performer 
as ever elevated himself from the 
bottom, Durante looks perfectly 
adaptable to the camera. For so 
earhky in his endeavor to keep away 
from Broadway, Durante has done 
extremely well, for at least there 
must be something behind a map 
to keep the map in sight. Durante 
disclosed this same invaluable apti- 
tude to make a film house audi- 
ence laugh on sight in Paramount’s 





‘Road House Nights’ with Helen 








The Woman’s Angle 





‘Wallingford’ (M-G). 


repays fanette attendance, 


‘Smart Woman’ (Rado). 
in a lifeless comedy. 


Pallid 


‘Road to Reno’ (Par). 


boredom. 


frauleins. 


‘The Gay Diplomat’ (Radio). 


items on their film shopping lists. 








of rubes Waly. 


of learning. Sid, 


A title to draw 


Romance won't fit into a tale of likeable crooks 
outsmarting suckers even if it’s thrown in, 
to content themselves with the lesser appeal of some good laughs and 
the inside on the workings of old-fashioned con men, 


s0 the ladies will have 


‘Monkey Business’ (Par).—Though its only concessions to feminine 
audiences are a few striking costumes and luxurious glimpses of an 
ocean liner, this glorified Marxian madness forces the laughter that 


es 


people trying to be carriage trade 


Ladies lured by the title will feel cheated. 








‘Die Grosse Sehnsucht’ (Tobis).—Cinderella in a German picture studio 
with bonafide stars as atmosphere, makes a brimming cup for expatriate 





Stuffed-shirt diplomacy and the detec- 
tion of a female.spy, carried on by a thoroughly artificial cast. 
ommended only as a time killer to fanettes who can't find more enticing 


Rec- 


‘Susanne Macht Ordnung’ (Steinfilm). 
man ladies who will not mind its slow pace and lack of smartness. 


Mildly amusing farce for Ger- 





‘Man From Death Valley’ (Monogram).—Crude Western meving too 
slowly and mysteriously to suit the ladies, 


women but a group of 
artificial marionette-like characters who turn feminine expectancy into 


ee 


Morgan. That was about 18 months 
ago but no one could see Durante 
as a possibility, until Metro took 
the chance. 

Metro is liberally billing Durante 

in this talker in New York and Los 
Angeles. Maybe because it’s under 
the Cosmopolitan brand getting the 
Hearst paper spreads. Whether 
Durante can stand it or no, it’s 
sending him along pretty fast, per. 
haps too fast. If Durante is there, 
there’s plenty of time; and it looks 
as though Durante is there a mile 
or inore, 
Lelia Hyams is the girl, nice as 
always, even nicer here in her one 
big scene with Haines. Torrence 
plays Blackie in a heavy villainous 
make up. Clara Bandick does a 
wife role for especial attention. 

If the response to this ‘Walling. 
ford’ elsewhere is mainly as at the 
Capitol, the Metro lot had better 
gauge better timing hereafter for 
the Durante laughs. Sime, 


MONKEY BUSINESS 


Paramount production and release. Stars 
the Four Marx Brothers. Directed by Nore 
man McLeod; story, S. J. Perlman and W 
B. Johnsione; additional dialog, Arthur 
Sheekman; photography, Arthur Todd. At 
the Rivoli. N. Y., for grind run starting 


Oct. 17. Running time, 78 mins. 

COOP. vecctwecceces céwcenes Groucho Marx 
NTE 56566 6440660 6000S beesees Harpo Marx 
Cee "5665660008 cedtenwesckas Chico Marx 
PPT ere Teer oe Zenpo Marx 
Lucille SOOoeoeseodsdececcesere Thelma Todd 
ol WE ePE PTL ETC er TT Teter Tom Kennedv 
EE MONON 66.5426 006 he% 004 6 Ruth Hall 
One} Ss 60 5<05600064.0 Rockilffe Fellowes 
eM 65440 604 6heevar Farry Woods 





The usual Marx madhouse and 
plenty of laughs sprouting from a 
plot structure resembling one of 
those California bungalows which 


spring up over night. It’s Julius 
again, plus Harpo and Chico—as it 
was in the beginning. Ridiculous 
throughout and apparently striking 
the right note at this period. Pic- 
ture has started off by doing sweep- 
ing business all over, and no rea- 
son why it shouldn’t continue to 
tickle wherever it plwvs. 

As in all Marx presentations. 
stage or screen, strictly a series of 
gags for Julius orally and Harpo 
physically. It starts with the four- 
some as stowawavs on a class liner, 
and switches to shore as the quartet 
evenlv divide up to become body- 
ruards for a couple of racketeers. 
Switch makes the only slow portion, 
being like intermission with the 
bovs having to start all over again. 

Leads to the kidnaping of ons 
gangster’s daughter from a mas- 
querade ball, with the finish a free- 
for-all between Zeppo (the young- 
est) and the heavy in a barn as 
Groucho gags his way from rafter 
to rafter and in and out of the hay. 

Boys closely follow their estab- 
lished methods of reaching a point 
and immediately rushing for the 
next gag, which, mixed between 
Groucho and Harpo, makes for action 
all the time. The picture sets a fast 
pace from the start and seldom 
slows down to any noticeable ex- 
tent. 

Harpo’s main sequence is a mixe 
up in a Punch and Judy show evolv- 
ing from a chase, while Julius is ale 
ways slipping through his doubles 
meaning quips, but never too rough, 
or possibly too fast, to cause of- 
fense to the most circumspect. 
Thelma Todd, a consistent eyeful, 
the subject of these cracks, with 
Rockcliffe Fellowes, who hasn't been 
around in some time, and Harry 
Woods as the well-dressed gang- 
sters. Ruth Hall plays the daugh- 
ter. All merely foils for the Marxes. 

Time out again for Chico’s piano 
interlude and Harpo harping, minus 
new wrinkles, for comedy as he ac- 
companies a parlor soprano. Show 
people will see nothing new in the 
film as regards the boys and much 
that is familiar. But that doesn’t 
necessarily count in the majority of 
places this feature will play right 
now. A change of formula may be 
due the next time, though. 

Quite some footage given over to 
the foursome trying to get off the 
boat as each claim to be Chevalier, 
but no interpolating songs or music 
other than accompaniment for 
Julius’ mad and sudden tangos or 
waltzes with Miss Todd. 

Mostly a patchwork of all previe 
ous Marx efforts, but with new non- 
sense by Julius and a couple of well- 
conceived pieces of business for 
Harpo. Groucho and Eddie Cantor 
can argue over the priority on the 
‘Mr. Rat to you’ and ‘Mr. Bozo,’ as 
used here, 

If audiences want to laugh—and 
indications are that they do—'Mon- 
key Business’ gives them every OP- 
portunity. Sid. 


SMART WOMAN 


Radio production and _ release. Mary 
Astor and Robert Ames starred. Edward 
Everett Horton and Noel Francis featured. 
Directed by Gregory La Cava, Adapted 
by Salisbury Fields from Myron C. Fagan §& 
play, ‘Nancy's Private Affair.’ Nick ee 

‘4 ve 


raca, photog. At the Roxy, N. Y., 
Oct. 9 Running time, 57 mins. 

MOT cue bidaieh6iesaksscsarsseee Oe 
PTUTTTETITT TTL TTT Robert Ames 
.ese.-Edward Everett Horton 
beabenedéa6666660080000E000" Francis 
PETTITT TTT TTT TTT Ruth Weston 
Te Ga vc scccicdeccessesces John Halliday 





So0Cpersosscuccees Gladys G9 
a “tm P P : . cotting 
No indication of business-settine 

in this adaptation of a one-time 

legit show. A mediocre story 
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never looking too good under the 
script burden. 

John Halliday as a suave English- 
man does better than either of the 
top names, Mary Astor and Robert 
Ames, because his motives are at 
least partly logical. The others 
have to struggle. A comedy pace 
set at the beginning by E. E. Hor- 
ton isn’t sustained, and that hurts. 
If continued he might have saved 
the picture. 

In the triangle fight over a sap 
husband who doesn’t deserve the 
treatment he receives, and who 
never is able to incite audience 
sympathy, Miss Astor is given too 


much of an edge in the casting. 
They should have given her more 


opposition than Noel Francis, who 
isn’t long on sight or sound in this 
talker. 

The wife (Miss Astor) 
from Europe to find her 
has done a modified Crater. Other 
woman does an offstage sister act 
with mama. Wife is supposed to be 
using her head, hence ‘Smart 
Woman,’ in the way she brings 
hubby to his senses, although that 
title would be more appropriate had 
she given him air. 

Instead of building her up or car- 
rying her along helpfully, this 
script, as has been customary lately 
with stories for Mary Astor, wears 
her down. A better break for this 
girl from the story end would at 
least be good business. 

‘Smart Woman’ is the first Radio 
product to play the Roxy. Bige. 


returns 
husband 


Die Grosse Sehnsucht 


(‘The Great Passion’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Music) 

Tobfis-Clicero production and Tobis release. 
Starring Camilla Horn; directed by Stefan 
Szekely; dialogue, Paul Henckels; book, 
Hans Zerlett; music, Friedrich Holiander, 
Rudolf Eisner and Karl Brull; musical 
director, Paul Dessau; camera, Mutz 
Greenbaum; sound, Alfred Norkus; As- 
sistant Director, Laszlo BeneJek; costumes, 


Tihamer Varady. At the Tobis-Vanderbilt, 
N, Y., on. grind run, beginning Oct. 7. 
Running time, 90 mins. 
Eva VOR LOC. .ccccccccscceces Camilla Iiorn 
Director Hall... .ccececsess eserves Theodor Loos 
Paul Wessel....eceeseeeeeeee-Harry Frank 
BEODD . occdccceccen paieé 646462 6400 Paul Kemp 
Director Klieht....... covcece Paul Henckels 
Carla Marventa..... eoccseccecs Berthe Ostyn 
MEALS so ce etusccessces Cooerevers Irma Godau 
Wardrobe Mistress.....4 Anna Muller-Lincke 
Director BGs 606s vsceceseese Erwin van Roy 
Also (as themselves) Betty Amann, Elga 
Brink, Lil Dagover, Liane Haid, Anny 
Ondra, Camilla von Hollay, Maria Paudler, 
Charlotte Susa, Olga Tschechowa, Gustav 
Diesel, Paul Heidemann, Karl Huszar- 
Puffy, Walter Janssen, Fritz Kortner, 
Franz Lederer, Harry Liedtke, Fritz Rasp, 
Walter Rilla, Hans Adalbert von Schlet- 
tow, Adele and Wilhemine Sandrock, Luis 
Trenker, Sack Trevor, Ernst Verebes and 


Conrad Veidt. 


Here's a.money picture for any 
German theatre in America, It will 
go.to establish the Tobis-Vanderbilt 
theatre as a money-maker for the 
first: time ‘and will bring customers 
to any: other: German house. While 
of special. interest to Germans and 
German-speaking people, it ought 
to even bring in a little outside 
business from Americans. 

Despite that credit sheet and list 
of 23 German stars, it’s not just one 
of those parade of personalities 
things. It is a musical comedy film, 
with a plot as good and rounded 
as any other German musical com- 
edy, plus the two added touches of 
having everything laid behind the 
scenes in a film studio and having 
all the names. Add to that good 
direction and sound, a couple of 
neat tunes, some very funny comedy 
and some good acting. 

No art to this effort. No pretense 
of it. Just good old hoke, carefully 
handled and aimed at the pocket. 

Camilla Horn is the little extra 
in a cafe scene at a picture studio. 


Star of the film can’t make the 
grade and the director is. stuck. 
with the extra asking for the 


chance. The Horn girl is turned 
down, but latef.the director remem- 
bers her face. He can't find any 
other actresses, all the good ones 
having gone to America, so he de- 


cides to give the youngster a 
chance. She is an overnight sensa- 
tion, 


Her youthful lover still hangs on, 
but he’s lost in the shuffle, with that 
conflict providing the romance and 
love interest. For an ironic touch 
they allow the youth to be brushed 
completely away for the final se- 
quence, a song titled ‘Happy End,’ 
with a couple of dozen girls in 
the line back of Miss Horn singing 
and swept forward to get the cam- 
eras grinding for the finish. 

It's the same kind of a _ back- 
stage story Germahs have always 
liked in musical films, except that 


the studio background replaces a 
theatre stage, bringing more color 
and life. Zack and forth wander 


the various stars, naturally intro- 
duced as though fitting into the 
thing plus a party for the girl at 
which more stars are introduced to 
her (as well as the audience). 

A very funny scene is at this 
party when a couple of stars do an 
Imitation of Dietrich and Jannings 
in ‘The Blue Angel.’ It's comic, and 
at least gets those two (about the 
only German stars missing) by 
names into the picture. 

In the acting roles Theodor Loos 


as the director is splendid, really 
taking the play away from Miss 
Horn, when they're both on to- 
fether. Paul Kemp is good as usual 


na comedy role. Miss Horn her- 
self is pretty and looks convincing 
as the ingenue, which is enough. 

Where the film is above average 
ts that it is unaffected, seems sim- 





ple and logical, despite that it could 
have been very stagey. It might 
have been cut a few minutes, but 
the Germans like their pictures long. 
Kauf. 


HINDLE WAKES 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Oct. 4. 

Gainsborough-Gaumont production, re- 
leased through Gaumont British. Adapted 
from stage play of same name. Directed by 
Victor Saville. Cast: Belle Chrystall, Sybil 
Thorndike, Edmund Gwenn, Norman Mc- 
Kinnel, John Running time, 90 

mins. Reviewed at New Galengy. 








Stuart 


One of the best from the British 
stable. Picture draws immediate 
comparison with the silent made 
five years ago by Maurice Elvey,.a 
film which did more to establish the 
birth of the British industry than 
any other. It loses some points 
thereby, but the talker emerges asa 
worthwhile piece of work. Coming 
the same week as ‘The Ghost Train,’ 
made by the same company, it sug- 
gests Gainsborough is out to play a 
more important part in home pro- 
duction than before. 

Story is something of a classic 
here, dealing with a Lancashire mill 
girl who spends a week-end with 
her employer's son. Development in 
this talker version is shorter than 
in the silent, one of the story issues 
having been eliminated. 


Lancashire life has been. fairly 
well drawn, but there are some 
curious weaknesses in preduction 


which crop up where least expected. 
Acting generally good, Belle Chrys- 
tall is fair as the girl, getting more 
on emotion than face values, Sybil 
Thorndike, never a real screen act- 
ress, just all right and no more. 
The men get the best of it, with 
Edraund Gwenn, John Stuart and 
Norman McKinnel in that order. 
After weighing the familiarity of 
the theme, enough left over to make 
good b.o. material on this side. 
Cnap. 


Faubourg Montmartre 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Oct. 2. 


Natan production. YPatne Natan release. 
Made in the Natan Joinville studios. Di- 
rected by Raymond Bernard. From the 
novel by Henri Duvernois. Registered 
R. C. A. Photophone. Running time, 115 
minutes. In cast: Gaby Morlay, Line 
Noro, Pierre Bertin, Charles Vanel, Andre 
Dubosc, Nadine Picard, Pauline Carton,- 
Artaud, Kitty Pierson. 

Footage, lasting 115 minutes on 


the opening day, was cut overnight, 
and is now oniy about 105 minutes. 
As is, much of it can still be taken 
out without damaging the produc- 
tion, which is so far one of the most 
discussed ever, for various reasons 
affecting the story, the treatment, 
the technique and the cast. 

Story is. meant to describe the 
special fauna of the Faubourg 
Montmartre, meaning street women, 
their male friends, and also dope 
fiends. It is that of a good girl with 
a dopey and vice beridden sister 
who attempts to make her follow 
on the same lines, but who resists 
the evil influence, eventually land- 
ing a country gentleman who falls 
in love with her purity. 


Story contains several parts 
which are fairly realistic, notably 
referring to dope and followirg 
madness. 


There would be much to say 4s 
to the way continuity has been pre- 
pared. It is usually one of the weak 
points in French production. In 
shortening the film, many sequences 
have been cut, except for their be- 
ginning and their end, resulting in 
an effect sometimes awkward. Tech- 
nique is, from the sound point of 
view, excellent, and from the photo 
angle very unusual, with sometimes 
an unfortunate choice of back- 
ground, and at other times some 
very fine open air work. 

Gaby Mor!ay, whose voice is the 
weakest point in pictures, has never 
been photographed to better advan- 
tage. Her dopey sister, Line Noro, 
has a very dramatic part. Vanel is 
the usual heavy, but Pierre Lertin 
is miscast in the country gentleman. 


As is, film has got considerable 
publicity from the discussions to 
which it gives rise, and is doing 


business. 

Musical accompaniment is used 
in places to enhance topical scenes 
which are left without dialog. As 
in many French films, this one 
would benefit if some late sequences 
were left out altogether, if, except 
to indicate that all ends well. Mari 





Der Herr Finanzdirektor | 


(‘The Finance Director’) 

(GERMAN MADE) 

3erlin, Sept. 31. 

film production and release 
Fritz Friedmann-Frederich. 
Fritz Friedmann-Frederich 
after his stage play. ‘Der Mann der 
Schweight’ (‘The Man Who Keeps Silent’?. 
Music, Will Meisel; photography, W. R. 
Lach; sound, Eugen Hrich. Recorded on 
Tobis-Klangfilin. Cast: Max  Adalbert, 
Elga Brink. Peggy Norman, Hermann 
Speelmans, Colette Gorder, Hermann Starn- 
burg. Hermann Schaufuss, Berthold Reis- 
sig, Kurt Lilien, Eugen Rex and Valerie 
Soothby. Running time, 81 mins, At 
U. T. Kurfuerstendamm, Perlin. 


A bore unwinding at a snail's 
pace. It won't do business even 
over here. Nothing even happens. 

Direction is modelled entirely 
after the play, effect of which is 
to place everything on the dialog. 
Apart from the comical Adalbert 


Excelsior 
Directed by 
Manuscript by 





cast is ordinary. Magnus. 


ROAD TO RENO 


Paramount production and release. 
rected by Richard Wallace. Screen play 
by Josephine Lovett. Based on story by 
Virginia Kellogg. Additional dialog by 
Brian Marlow. Photographer, Kari Struss. 


Di- 





At the Paramount, N. Y., week Oct. 9 
Running time, 74 mins, 
Mrs. Jackie Millet......... Lilyan Tashman 
TOte Wee <vcicvess Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers 
E06 - BETIOGS 5 civ cos cee eoeses-- Peggy Shannor 
Jerry Kenton....scccccscceee William Boyd 
BOOSTS. Mees csccctécvectstess Irving Piche! 
Mrs.. It-Fitch...6..ee00e00.-.Wynne Gibson 
SIOUUEG ice nndens ea000 oeees Skeets Gallagher 
te Rey Pr OPPTET TTT TT eee Tom Doug 
eae *EOOOR 4s. 66s 66666 F4655 80 Fudith W 
Mrs. Stafford-Howes......+..- Leni Steng 
BME cncsenecoetvecssecesoce Emil Chautard 
Not as glamorous as the title may 


indicate, but has a double shooting 
that may send it over for fair b.o 
in the lesser houses. Couldn’t have 
cost too much to make and not a 
hig-town factor 

Moral angle may be a boon to the 
smaller sections, but the biggest 
fault is Lilyan Tashman as the 
mother,, badly miscast. Her son 
cries out against her marrying a 
phoney for her third husband and 
at the ceremony shoots the bride- 
groom and then kills himself. After 
that the mother’s debutante daugh- 
ter runs off to Frisco to marry a 
nice young man she turned down 
before for his own good. 

Plot is most artificial and hence 
it’s a picture for combo spots. 
of rich backgrounds an asset. 

The good boy the daughter weds 
is Buddy Rogers, 
pretty good effort here at 
straight acting. 

Peggy Shannon is the girl, and in 
between the story takes some drink- 


some 


ing angles as supposedly done at | 
teno, with two girls doing the 
twisters for comedy, while Skeets 


Gallagher gets the briefest role he 
may have had as one of those Reno 
husbands. 

No particular photography to 
mention, and William Boyd is the 
philanderer who makes a play for 
both mother and daughter. Wynne 
Gibson is the funny femme drunk 
providing some laughs, but not 
enough to haul the picture through. 
The son, played by Tom Douglas, 
rates recommendation. Shan. 


Purpur Und Waschblau 


(‘Her Highness, the Laundress’) 

(AUSTRIAN MADE) 
Berlin, Sept. 31. 
Sascha film production and Emelka re- 
Directed by Max Neufeld. Manu- 
Fritz Zorreff and Peter Herz 
play of same name b) 
Peter Herz and R. E. Weiss. Music, Leo 
Ascher; photography, Ewald Daub; sound, 
Alfred Norkus. Production management. 
Nikolaus Deutsch. Recorded on Tobis- 
Klangfilm. Cast: Hansi Niese, Fred Doe- 
derlein, Alfred Neugebauer and Else El- 
ster. Running time, 81 mins, At Marmor- 
haus, Berlin. 


lease. 
script by Dr. 
after the stage 


A commonplace film with a few | 


scenes of effective hilarity which 
will do moderately on this side. 

Hansi Niese is not so convincing 
and coherent in her efforts here. 
Nevertheless, she is the chief fig- 
ure. Else Elster is charming and 
has a nice voice, while Fred Doe- 
derlein looks well. Poor playing of 
the latter two likely the result of 
direction. 

Story is one of the usual confu- 
sion themes often seen on stage or 
screen. Magnus. 


Der Weg Ins Leben 


(‘The Way Into Life’) 
(RUSSIAN MADE) 
(German Titles) 

Berlin, Sept. 31. 
Meschrabpom film production and Prome- 
theus film release. Directed by Nikolaus 
Ekk. Manuscript, Ekk, Stolper and Ja- 
nuschkewitsch; music, J. Stollar; photog- 
raphy. W. Pronin; sound, E. Nesteroff 
Recorded on Tagefon. Cast: N. Bataloff. 
I. Kyrla. M. Jaroff, A. Nowikoff, M. Jago- 
faroff, Regina Januschkewitsch, W. Wes- 
nowski, M Antropowa, and M. Gonta 
Running time, 103 mins. At Mozartsaal, 








Berlin. 
Nothing new from Russia. For 
business this impressive, and in 


many respects highly interesting, 
film is likely to have some chance. 
It is an educational and cultural 
as well as a documentary and 
criminal picture. 

The director, Nikolaus Ekk, has 
not mastered the historical theme. 
He repeats himself without al- 
ways gaining close attention, 
and he often goes the most dan- 
gerous way for historical events, 
into empty and false pathos. He 
is in turn effective,. sentimental, 
primitive, in some instances cun- 
ning, and often creates deep and 
strong impressions. He is assisted 
in this by a background unknown 
to the rest of the world, the fright- 
ful misery of the neglected Russian 
youth. 

Picture shows how these children 
steal, rob, murder, drink and are 


rife with disease, A raid takes 
place. Hundreds, and even thou- 
sands, of these abandoned children 
are being taken in. A state com- 
mittee decides to employ other 
means than the usual ones, as 


prisons, punishment and reforma- 
tory houses. A teacher takes them 


to the country to found with them | 


a community of work. He shows 
them the attractions and the beauty 
of an industrious and productivel)s 
creating life. They become boot- 
makers, bricklayers, carpenters, 
railroad workers. They are en- 
thusiastic about this new life, but 
there are relapses: Larceny, re- 
volts, dissipations. 

Audience was enthuslastic at the 


Taste | 


who makes 4| 


end of the film, the result of the 
story's background as pictured and 
| the youthful players. These chil- 
|; dren neither pose or play theatre. 
Thus, as actors of their own past 
frightful misery and neglect, they 
ire the main effect of the evening. 


Above all, Kyrla, Jagofaroff and 
Nowikoff and their teacher, the 
Russian actor, N. Bataloff, evoke 


it this premiere 
ssed by the most 





storms of applause 
performance witne 


intelligent circles of Berlin. 
Photography of Pronin is master- 
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GRIEF STREET 


-ase Features Barbara K t ? 
Holland Story b Arthur Hoer Dir 
| by Richard Thorpe Photographer M \ 
Anderson. At Loew's New York, one daj 
Oct. 8 Running time, 64 mins, 

wee DOOR. Vee ccicccscbeeors Barbara Kent 
Bet TR Be ks Sec c hin ctecteae John . Holland 
DESD, . SROUOE sib ceiic onan) outs Dorothy. Christy 
EY GPU. ons v'euienee ae mes Crauford Kent 
Pamela Gregory........ senéees Lillian Rich 
PGR. don 6500 04sccrsesceeces Gaenen partis 
pene SOM: co Sav iesedsteeces Larry Steers 
PramK BMESITAY. .svepecsccscce Lloyd Whitlock 
Michael 6006000000 6060086 Lafe Mchee 

Picture brings up the query of 

why Barbara Kent isn't for better 
films. About the only natural indi- 
vidual being in this picture which 


isn't to be sneezed at although best 
for the split week changers where 
it might hold up without additional 
support. Title is its own mystery. 

Miss Kent has personality, voice, 
| figure and ability that could go 
somewhere under intelligent hand- 
ling. That's evidenced in this com- 
bo newspaper and Broadway mur- 
der mystery which works out most- 
ly via dialog. All of which costs the 
picture some action. 

Some of the cast overact while 
John Holland lacks spirit as a re- 
porter, 

Opening scene is the finale of a 
dramatic play. An actor is found 
strangled in his dressing room and 
the mystery begins. The reporter 
solves it calmly. He’s always calm 
;even when his girl gets shot. Any- 
l way, there’s a second shooting and 
1 couple of mysterious notes. Some 
comedy by James Burtis as a dumb 
police sergeant and in all enough 
takes place to give the film fair 
rating. Shan. 











HOBSON’S CHOICE 


(BRITISH MADE) 

London, Oct. 2. 
British International production and re- 
lease. Directed. by Thomas Bentley from 
stage play of same name. Cast: Viola 
Lyel, Frank Pettingell. Censor’s certificate 
‘LU’. Running time, 65 mins. Recorded 
RCA Photophone, Reviewed at London 
Hippodrome. 

Alleged comedy in the Victorian 
manner, much play being made on 
1890 lingerie and things. Drab and 
barren in its lower class settings. 
Limited to smaller theatres. 

Play on which it is based was a 
big success in its day, but the only 
thing in its favor now is its short 
footage, a pleasure after the eight 
and nine-reel British efforts usually 
released. 

Possibly particular appeal in the 
north, with which section it deals, 

Chap. 


THE GHOST TRAIN 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Sept. 25. 

Gainsborough production released through 
Gaumont British. Directed by Walter 
Iorde from stage play by Arnold Ridley. 
Cast: Jack Hulbert, Ceciiy Courtneidge, 
Donald Calthrop Recorded RCA Photo- 
yhone Running time, 85 mins. Censor's 
‘ertificate ‘A." Reviewed Prince Edward 
c‘heatre Sept. 2. 








Stage play on which this one is 
based scored a big success and the 
silent film version was released 
about three years ago. While an 
indifferent talker of a successful 
stage thriller, it is much above the 
English average as comedy enter- 
tainment. Native exhibs’ problem 
will be whether the title is going to 
draw or keep them out. Picture im- 
presses as okay over here. 

The story is well known. A hand- 
ful of people are stranded in a 
country wayside station and scared 
out of their wits by a yarn about a 
‘ghost train’ which tears through 
the sidings at night. Eventually it 
turns out to be a real train run by 
gun runners shipping Russian prop- 
aganda or something into Mother 
England. Sap turns out to be a de- 
tective and outwits the lads from 
Moscow, the station master and all 
the locals turn out to be in the pay 
of the runners. 

On the stage it made a good 
thriller. In the talker it’s essen- 
tially a Jack Hulbert comedy. Sus- 
pense values are negligible as 
everybody knows the story, and 
there’s little attempt to build it up 
other than in terms of comedy. 

Hulbert comes out well, as does 
Cicely Courtneidge as a woman with 
a stutter and smirk. Donald Cal- 
throp is good as the local station 
master, and the rest of the cast, 
which is fairly long, are adequate 
Production values generally are 
good, although the recording is open 
to debate. 

Played as 
melodrama at the end, it’s heartier 
| than most British films, and looks 
like box office on this side. Chap. 





| 
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a comedy with some | 
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Radio production and releas: Stars 
Ivan Lebedeff. Directed by Rictrard Bole« 
slavsky. Story by Benn W. Le idap- 
tation by Doris Anderson. Photography 
by Leo Tover: supervision by Pandro Bere 
man. At the Warner, N. Y., week Oct. 9, 
Running time, 66 mins. 
Cee, GER 6 cote giceias .Ivan Lebedof 
DE. BE xc sccaceseees Genevieve Tobin 
PATOness Corti..cacececceses Betty Compson 
Blinis ‘ Chase 
Colonel Gorir Pratt 
Natalie 1 Roy 
Gamble pbell 
Ambassa inde 
T ‘ y rd i q 
A pict i! at i merit 
less it be the workmanlike and 
" from inexpensive production 
ackground Story isn’t even un- 
i ndable in mere narrative. A 
‘ é ylain this Radio subject 
letracked to Warner’s most un- 
portant Broadway hou 
Lebedeff has appeared with credit 
iin a number of supporting roles, 


being a personable polite lead with 
an. attractive foreign atmosphere 
and considerable Continental grace 
of accent and deportment. His ele- 
vation to stardom in this picture is 
no favor to him. A supporting cast 
of screen familiars cannot over- 
come a botched subject. 

Story isn't even lucid, 
treatment is a medley of detached 
ideas, most of them borrowed. 
Theme is that of a handsome Rus- 
sian officer dispatched to Buchar- 
est during Russia's participation in 
the war, to counter-plot against a 
woman super-spy. It takes a great 
deal of footage to get this much 
planted, then the action translates 
itself into parlor badinage of the 
most stilted and sappy kind during 
which all kinds of beautiful and 
dressed up ladies force their at- 
tentions upon the visiting soldier. 
The audience is thus invited to 
guess which one the super-spy will 
turn out to be. It's too easy. 

“ y much disjointed weav- 


and the 


There is 
ing of story thread and in 60 min- 
utes one of the fluttering ladies is 
trapped in a drawing room with 
her husband and suddenly con- 
fesses for no apparent reason that 
she is guilty. Why she tells all is 
not disclosed, she just does and it's 
all right with the audience. 

Picture has long passages of the 
most inane dialog the talkers have 
yet evolved, and a great abundance 
of the poorest acting since the 
screen went articulate. 

Among the odds and ends of pic- 
ture ideas picked up here and there 
and thrown in are the lady spy’s 
piano playing in moments of stress. 
Remember? Opening sequence is a 
nightmare of superimposed war 
shots of charging men, bursting 
shells and scowling faces. Yards 
and rods and furlongs of this and 
it’s only purpose is to establish that 
there’s a war on, apparent anyway. 
Sequence could have been left out 
in its entirety. 

The character listed in the cast 
as ‘The Suave Man’ is a curious 
freak. He goes stalking through 
the whole picture registering sinis- 
ter intent in a way that would in- 
vite the attention of a house detec- 
tive in Madison, Wis. During the 
action, he commits two murders, 
but you never learn who he’s work- 
ing for or why the homicides and 
especially why he rubs out two 
minor characters who are fair ac- 
tors and not nearly as annoying as 
several of the principals, and whose 
death accomplishes nothing for the 
story. 

Picture is full of absurdities and 
the players, strive as they may to 
give the story conviction, never for 
a moment get free of the feeling of 
unintended comedy. Maybe that’s 
the directing. Rush. 


Susanne Macht Ordnung 


(‘Susanne Cleans Up’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Tofag production and Foreign Talking 
Pictures release. Features Truus van 
Aalten. Directed by Eugen Thiele; scen- 
ario, Eugen Thiele and Wolfgang Wile 
helm: music, Leo Lux and Charles Ame 
berg: dialog, Paul Nikolaus: camera, Willa 
Hameister and Werner Bohne; sound, Wal- 
ter Tjaden. At the Belmont, N. Y., for 
grind run Oct. & Running time, 70 mins. 


Susanne Braun...... ++»-Truus van Aalten 
Dolores ...... eccccccesccesee Marty Parker 
Robert ...-esesescecssceess+ Franz Lederer 
BING cccccsccccccsoscccessss inert Panlig 
WOEMe . 2028060 eeeesesess+-Martin Kettner 
Wasservogel ....ecccceeeess+-Max Ehrlich 


Dr. Fuchs... 
Klingenburg 


eesccceseecesss-Szoke Szakall 
-.--Kurt Lilien 


eee eee eee eeee 


f=) a? seeeeeeess. Senta Soneland 
DIRS WUE, cccice CoP evccecocege Lotte Stein 
Freulein Laron...... oneeece Marie Forescu 





Fair Teutonic farce with a couple 
of songs. Okay for German nabes 
though not so good for deluxe for- 
eign houses and impossible for 
audiences not understanding Ger- 
man. 

Picture features Truus van Aal- 
ten who has been working towards 
star rating. She's probably landed 
in Europe by this time, and on 
merit. A slender little trick who 
looks a good deal like Colleen 
Moore and acts in the hoydenish 
manner. Perhaps a little too much 
rolling of eyes, but direction ought 
to take care of that. 

It’s Fraulein van Aalten, in fact, 
plus the pleasant acting of Szoke 
Szakall, which gives this picture a 
chance. Otherwise, the farce story 
would be buried under the slow 
pace of the action. Teutons still 
don't realize the importance of 
tempo in farce, it seems. 

Story has to do with an orphan 


| (Continued on page 29) 
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Visual Education 





By Tom 
4 


(Sixth of the series of articles on 
moving pictures in the class room). 


Fox Films has put thumbs down 
on the use of 16 millimeter in the 
classroom. All subjects initially re- 
leased will be in standard width. 
Instead of 40 topics in October, Fox 
has decided to wait until November 
and make 75 available. 


{In policy Fox is almost the an- 
tithesis of Western Flectric. Only 
in production is there a similarity 
Saies, field perspective and class- 
room reach are totally different in 
the two organizations. 


Fox is not trying to cover the en- 
tire elementary school field. It is 
designing its current production 
schedule, which is over half com- 
plete, to meet the needs of what it 
considers the most potent school 
market—the seventh, eighth and 
ninth grades, or which commonly 
compose junior high school Geog- 
raphy, history, civics and science 
are the only subjects getting con- 
sideration in the first output. 


Instead of attempting to sell 
schools individually Fox, which con- 
sidered this phase and decided the 
expense of handling visuals through 
regular film exchanges would be too 
great, has this plan: 


Libraries 


Establish libraries in cities and 
towns. Concentrate visuals in each 
library. Let the schools draw from 
this medium, on a rental basis. 
Keep replenishing the libraries 
with new prints as the originals 
wear out. Keep adding to the li- 
brary stock as later subjects are re- 
leased. 

Simultaneously with its first dis- 
tribution Fox will sell its own 35mm 
portable projectors, product of Gen- 
eral Theatres Equipment Corpora- 
tion. Price is set at $1,475. Sales- 
men will begin to sign contracts 
with schools next month. 

All Fox film stock will be non- 
inflammable and a requisite in the 
contract of equipment purchase is 
that every school have a projection 
booth approved by the Fir» Under- 
writers. Sound track will be on the 
film. Reason for the booth require- 
ment is admitted that possibility of 
certain of the institutions using ni- 
trate stock after classroom hours. 

While Fox has perfected a 16mm 
projector the fact that it is de- 
pendent upon disc for sound and 
that with small apparatus off- 
synchronization is a commonly rec- 
ognized weak point, the wiser move 
upon first entering the new field 
was deemed: Stick to standard. 


Fox’s Start 


Fox has no intention of aspiring 
to complete U.S. coverage at the 
start. Executives guiding the visual 
organization emphasize they are 
moving slowly. Towns of from 
5,000 to 25,000 will be the subject 
of experimentation at first. It is 
Fox’s ambition to reach the school 
auditorium before the classroom. 

That W. E. is emphasizing the 
walue of 16mm in the classroom 
and is bending its chief efforts to 
effect sales in that direction, while 
Fox is following only 35mm lines, 
has no significance as to any agree- 
ment between the two companies, 
Fox executives declare. 

In the opinion of leading Foxites 
the entire picture industry should 
sit down at a round table and come 
to an agreement of standardization 
in the classroom as regards pro- 
duction. Price fixing or political 
maneuvering are not included in this 
suggestion. Simply, it is declared, 
the arrival at an understanding of 
ethics and merit to assure for the 
schools and the industry, itself, a 
permanent relationship. 


Clarke’s Own Investment 


Contrary to reports in circulation 
the last few days that Fox is con- 
sidering the total abandonment of 
the visual project, one in which 
Harley Clarke has been interested 
Since 1920 when he invested $500,- 
000 of his own money long before 
becoming affiliated with the indus- 
try, Fox is working matters down 
to a substantial basis. 

Where difficulties were encoun- 
tered at first, when 12 of the earlier 
sound visuals had to be remade, the 
same expenses which were mount- 
ing then have been cut propor- 
tionately since. The budget is 
under expectation. With each pic- 
ture Fox is finding a way to effect 
greater efficiency and save that 
much more money. Right now, be- 
fore the first 75 subjects are ready, 
Foxites say they have the class- 


Waller 
America, Denver, Out 


Denver, Oct. 12. 
Harry Huffman will close the 
America Dec. 31. Department store 
will take its place. Dec. 1 he takes 
over the Rialto and reopens it Dec. 
25. Policy not decided. 


Directors Get 


Monotonous, So 
Fadeouts Taboo 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
An unwritten order has gone out 
at all major studios for writers and 
directors to cut down on fadeouts. 
Reason they’re one of the main 
causes of slowness in pictures. 


Unless the fadeout is to be used 
as the curtain at the end of an act 
in a legit theatre, it is taboo. Boys 
have been asked to figure out some 
other method of denoting the end 
of a sequence. 

Abuse of the fadeout has been 
general of late, with the oneway 
dissolve being used on any and all 
instances. Particularly true has 
this been in mystery pictures where 
the dull spot in the film slows up 
action and lets down whatever sus- 
pense has been created. 

Another poor use of the fadeout 
is in comedies. Recently one pic- 
ture was previewed over half the 
laughs ruined by fades. 


Publix N. Y. P. A. Changes; 
Hollander Back to Chi 


William Hollander, still officially 
in charge of Publix-B. & K. adver- 
tising-publicity in Chicago, returns 
there and to that post in 10 days or 
two weeks instead of remaining at 
the New York Publix home office 
as first in command under Arthur 
L. Mayer, national director. Mayer 
considers Hollander, his personal 
friend and adviser, now in the east 
assisting Mayer in take-over and 
reorganization of the department, 
as too valuable to be away from 
Chicago, second most important key 
spot in Publix. 

Publicity-advertising structure, 
with contact. man for each divisional 
director at the h.o. and for each 
division in the field may be changed 
somewhat through transfers or 
switches of men, 

One resignation is in, that of 
Bunny Bryan, who had charge of 
New Jersey. J. C. Furman, divi- 
sional publicity-ad rep for D. J. 
Chatkin will take over Bryan’s 
duties from the home office. 

L. L. Edwards, former A. M. Bots- 
ford’s assistant remains in charge of 
trailers, tie-ups, etc. Sam Palmer, 
previously on stage show publicity- 
exploitation, will head a new de- 
partment to be devoted to shorts. 

Gene Fox and Dave Fred, publi- 
cists from Los Angeles, are being 
transferred to Buffalo to succeed 
Lou Goldberg, who resigned two 
weeks ago to join RKO’s forces. 


‘ 























WB’S TITLE SWEEP 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

A flock of new titles have been 
picked out of the hat by Warners- 
First National for pictures now on 
the mark. 

‘Manhattan Parade’ is now the 
handle for ‘She Means Business;’ 
‘I Spy’ has become ‘The Marked 
Woman,’ ‘Blonde Crazy’ is new title 
for ‘Larceny Lane.’ 





basis that no longer causes worry. 

Fox is looking to the women of 
the country as probably the most 
important sales influence. The or- 
ganization, aware of what Parent- 
Teachers’ Associations and Mothers’ 
Clubs can do when certain Boards 
of Educations attempt to balk, has 
added to its personnel an outstand- 
ing figure in such contact work, 
Mrs. Grace Bangs. Already Mrs. 
Bangs has presided over the Fox 
equipment and several of its sub- 
jects at important national exposi- 
tions of women, including the one 
held recently at the Hotel Astor, 





room studio activity on a positive 


New York. 





Metro Increases Smith 
Sport Shorts Program 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Success of the Pete Smith sport 
shorts at Metro has the studio in- 
creasing its original schedule and 
setting a series for next year. 

Next sports up for treatment are 
wrestling with Charles Fisher, mid- 
dleweight champ topping; two more 
track shorts; a fish picture in Tech- 
nicolor; bull fight film, now being 
shot in Mexico City by a Metro 
crew, and motor boat racing on the 
Salton sea, a desert sea in Imper- 
ial Valley yet to see its first motor 
boat. 


NEW WB HOUSE IN L. A. 
IS CIRCUIT PROBLEM 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Opening of the new 2,500-seater, 
Warner's Western on Wilshire, 
Oct. 7, may force open product buy- 


ing for the three local Warner first 
runs, or create a stage show, prob- 
ably vaudeville, for the Warner's 
Hollywood. This would leave the 
Downtown to play the regular pro- 
gram. releases first run, and the 
Western to play the supers on a 
three-week run basis. 


It’s computed that of the WB- 
FN program of 70, about 18 would 
have to go to the Western for runs. 
That would leave just enough to 
day-and-date the Downtown and 
Hollywood, as has been the custom, 
excepting that some of the pro- 
gram stuff has been found not 
strong enough for day-dating. Idea 
would be to double only the better 
pictures of the regular run stuff, 
thus leaving the Hollywood house 
open for outside product or in need 
of a stage show to sustain the 
lesser Warners on a day-and-date 
policy. 

After the opening of the new 
Western, the future of the three 
local first run WB houses will be 
established. 


U’S NEW STORY GROUP 
JUST ON EXHIB ANGLE 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

A new set-up in Universal's sce- 
nario department, bringing the 
triple angles of a picture’s future 
exploitation, possible censorship 
material and story value into direct 
bearing on selection of plots, has 
been arranged by Carl Laemmle, Jr. 


Under this reorganization, Rich- 
ard Schayer, scenario head, has 
three assistants. They are Frank 
Whitbeck, on ballyhoo possibilities; 
Ted Fithian, U’s Hays office man, 
on censorship, and Jerry Horwin, 
whose end is aiding Schayer in se- 
lection of suitable material, par- 
ticularly comedy stuff. 


This set-up is unique in studios 
in that it indicates growing im- 
portance of advertising possibilities 
and censorship in buying stories. 

Whitbeck, Fithian and Horwin 
will have a say in story buying. 
System was started by Laemmle 
this week. 

















Reduced 16mm Film Rentals for 


Home and Nat'l Exchange System 





Toledo Scale Cuts 





Toledo, Oct. 12. 
Once again prices have taken a 
tumble in the RKO and Publix 


houses. Publix started it about six 
weeks ago. RKO Rivoli retaliated 
and was still a dime lower on the 
balcony than Paramount in the eve- 
ning. 

Now Paramount has 25-50 all over 
the house. Sunday, 60c. night rate. 

Rivoli slashed off its balcony 
prices and still goes at a 50c. nite 
fee. 


BREAK FOR MOBS 
AS TALKERS 
CHANGE 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Trend of the majors to put more 
of the old type picture technique 
into its new crop of talkers is echo- 
ing with applause from the bit 
player and extra list, who can see 
cake money coming their way again. 

One of the toughest trends of the 
past year has been the diminishing 
cast list, due to an approach toward 
stage technique and heavy play for 
dialog. Talk stuff on the diminish 
and the return to telling the story 
visually rather than by dialog has 
almost overnight boosted the size 
of the casts. 

10 Talker Credits 

Last 12-month average for casts 
at the majors has around i0 calling 
for credit on the main title, and 
with this has been an absence of 
those heavy mobs of $7.50 and $10 
a day players. 

Pictures now coming along call 
for name cast lists of around 15 and 
more. Warners, which has been 
leading the production parade late- 
ly in sensing the market feel, is 
again topping in the new trend. Of 
ts five current pictures the small- 
est cast list has 16 names, with the 
biggest running to 25. Similar con- 
dition, but on a smaler scale, ex- 
ists on other lots. 

New crop on the way is also call- 
ing stronger for atmospheric mob 
stuff. 


RKO Pa Additions 


Ralph Lund is now handling pic- 
ture exploitation in the RKO office, 
New York, under the direct super- 
vision of Jack Hess. This work was 
formerly done by E. M. Orowitz in 
charge of vaude and pictures ex- 
ploitation. Orowitz is now doing 
vaude publicity exclusively for RKO. 

Lew Goldberg is another addition 
to the Hess department. He is tak- 
ing care of the RKO Albee, Brook- 
lyn, exclusively. 














Court May Censure Censor, But—! 





Hair-Splitting Illinois Decision Limits Judicial 
Relief 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Most important judicial motion 
picture decision on censorship ar- 
guments since the ‘Alibi’ case, which 
kicked out the injunction, was 
handed down last week by the Ap- 
pellate Court on ‘Sex Madness,’ in- 
die flicker, sometimes known as 
‘Trial Marriage.’ Ruling as secured 
by William V. Daly, of the Corpora- 
tion Counsel's office, was a 
victory for the censor’ board, 
in that the court held that judges 
or juries, sitting on a film censor- 
ship appeal case, cannot, and must 
not, act as censors themselves. 
Their only problem is to decide 
whether, in condemning a certain 
film, the censor board acted ca- 
priciously or arbitrarily. 

In the instance of ‘Sex Madness,’ 
the exchange applied for a manda- 
mus to force the police to issue a 
permit, after the censors had called 
thumbs down on its showing locally. 
Both judge and jury reviewed the 





flicker, and issued a verdict for the 
exchange, stating that they saw 
nothing particularly wrong with the 
picture. Corporation counsel ap- 
pealed the decision, and won a re- 
versal. 

Technicality 

In making the reversal ruling, the 
judge said the ultimate issue of 
the wrongness or rightness of a film 
is not up to the judge or jury, but 
they were only to decide if the cen- 
sors were evidently or obviously 
capricious or arbitrary in banning 
a film. Continued by stating that 
it was a misconception for judges 
or juries to sit as censors; that 
censorship was not the function of 
the court; that people differ—from 
the overly-prudish to those who are 
‘shameless,’ and to whom nothing 
is obscene or immoral. 

In short, the function of the court 
in such cases is to decide whether 
the censors acted in good faith or 
were obviously prejudiced. 











Reduction of rentals for 16mm 
film to create increased demand for 


projectors in the home and the or- 
ganization of a national distribu- 
tion set-up, with exchanges in key 
points, are two separate movements 
under way in the narrow gauge in- 
dustry. Meanwhile leading radio 
companies are looking for a route 
by which they can squeeze into the 
16mm field. 

Because it is admitted by authori- 
ties in the field that a national ex- 
change system is first needed, Ru- 
dolph Mayer, brother of Louis B. 
Mayer, is going forward with de- 
tails leading to its organization. It 
is understood equipment manufac- 
turers and producers of 16mm film 
will aid in this through becoming 
financially interested in the venture. 


Film will be rented at a low stan- 
dard rate, quoted in advance as 
around 25c. a reel, direct to the 
dealers. Latter wiH buy product 


from the 16mm branches much in 
the same manner as exhibitors book 
film from material producer-distri- 
butor exchanges around the count- 
ry. 
With the 16mm product, the deal- 
ers in turn will rent the half-width 
pictures to the home, school or 
whoever becomes the final consum- 
er. 
What Effect 


How development of 16mm_ film 
will eventually affect the theatre is 
something that leaders in the small 
negative field cannot answer. So 
far 16mm film, mostly in silent 
form, has not been renting heavily, 
it is claimed. Figures show the 
greatest interest in the narrow pic- 
tures for the home is mostly with 
people who themselves want to 
make records of their children, 
friends, of vacations, trips, etc. 

Among the distributors some 
opinion veers to the prediction that 
16mm’‘s harm to the theatre event- 
ually will be the exception rather 
than the rule. 

From the inside it is claimed RCA 
and others will soon be ready to an- 
nounce sound on film in the narrow 
gauge. This will stimulate sales of 
cameras and projectors as well as 
distribution of subjects, it is be- 
lieved. 

Gerard Pacent, who followed 
Western Electric and RCA Photo- 
phone with talking picture equip- 
ment for theatres, is said to be 
among those experimenting with 
16mm sound on film. 

The rental system on prints is 
now very complicated. Prices for 
product ranges all the way from 
50c. a reel up to $2 and more. Koda- 
scope Libraries, subsidiary of East- 
man, is said to be charging the 
highest. 

Willoughby Film Rental Library, 
another of the largest, has its rent- 
als jacked up fairly high. 


Next Free Foreign RKO 
Prize Trip for Div. Mgrs. 


Another European trip as a prize 
looms for the winner of another 
theatre men contest proposed by 
RKO for best box office and con- 
tributing operating results during 
the month of December. Under ad- 
visement, details on the contest will 
be shortly worked out and official 
notices despatched to the field. 

This time, it is suggested, the 
contest be one in which only the 
RKO division managers will com- 
pete. The country is divided among 
12 of these. 

Trip abroad, with all expenses 
from starting point and _ return 
shouldered by RKO, is figured for 
the ‘Leviathan’ shortly after the 
first of the new year. 

For any chain, this stands as the 
biggest prize ever offered’ in 
monthly or other business-build- 
ing contests. 

Last July RKO held a contest 
among its house managers, with 
the prize a trip to Europe and re- 
turn on the ‘Conte Grande.” John 
Scharnberg, managing the Capitol, 
Madison, Wis., won and is naw en- 
joying the prize abroad. He is 
scheduled to return here Oct. 12, 











‘Lullaby’ Title Change 
Title of Metro’s ‘Lullaby,’ with 
Helen Hayes, has been changed. 
New title i “Sin of Madelon 
Claudet.’ 
Film will be released by Metra, 
Oct. 24. . 
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Press departments, preparing a 
set of ads for a press book, carry 
in mind only the particular pic- 
ture they are on. They 
want strong ads. to convey the idea 
of bigness and they are prone to 
overstress the superlatives. They 
have to bring out an urge that will 
meet with the approval of the sales 
heads. 

This is all right from that angle, 
but the theatre was in business last 
week and hopes to be still in exist- 
ence next week. The average man- 
ager realizes that if he piles it on 
too strongly he will not sell, but 
merely discourage patronage, so he 
has to temper the ads down to meet 
his requirements. He may buy the 
ad mats, but he has to crop out the 
loose talk and supply copy of his 
own writing to escape the weekly 
offering of the greatest picture ever 
made. 

He wonders why the producers 
hand out such rot and contends 
press books are of no use to him. 
But the pressman has to hold his 
job and often he could not if he 
wrote the sort of ads the manager 
wants. He must write to suit his 
bosses. 

It might be a good thing if the 
exhibitor associations and the pro- 
ducers could go into a huddle over 
the matter and effect a compromise, 
but probably that will never happen. 
They cannot strike the average. 


Local Side Shows 


Warner’s ‘Side Show’ offers the 
local man a chance to jazz up either 
that picture or something weak on 
the previous program with a locally 
produced side show, with a small 
prize to the boy and girl making 
the best reproduction of a side show 
stunt. There probably will be a 
plethora of bearded ladies and wild 
men, but there are almost certain 
to be some clever make-ups, and if 
enough offer, it might be a good 
idea to retain them, if available, for 
a stage act. 

It will help a lot to list possibili- 
ties such as fat women, living skele- 
tons, tattooed ladies, snake charm- 
ers (with snakes), Siamese twins, 
Circassian ladies, man-woman, 
weight lifter, ossified man and the 
like. 

It’s a good enough idea to be 
tried, even though you may not 
have the picture booked. If you 
are assured a sufficient number of 
entries, it might even pay to bally 
the contest for a few days in ad- 
vance, with a side show effect in 
the lobby. Except in the A houses 
it will help put over any poor pic- 
ture. 


srarkine 
WuUinilik 


Presenting Contests 


In the recent Metro contest for 
the best campaign on ‘Politics’ there 
was just one entry which made an 
effort to sell itself to the attention 
of the judges. This was turned in 
by James H. McKoy, who supplied a 
cover and put his stunts forward in 
the most favorable light. That did 
not win him the prize; he got that on 
the campaign itself, but it certainly 
did not hurt his chances in any de- 
gree. 

Of course, a fancy binding does 
not improve the stunt and with 
careful judges the form of presen- 
tation does not matter much, but 
the point is that the men who are 
competing in an expluitation stunt 
neglect to exploit their own work 
with the same care they did the pic- 
ture. A few years ago in a contest 
of any importance, there would have 
been a dozen or more presentations 
singling out these campaigns for es- 
pecial interest. Either most of the 
bit men are no longer interéstc2 or 
they are getting careless. 


Applauding Nerve 

One manager has it all set with 
his local paper to send a guest 
ticket to all who are mentioned in 
the paper, as having shown bravery 
or cool headedness in any emer- 
gency the week before ‘I Like Your 
Nerve’ is due’ on his screen. The 
title, of course, will be the slogan of 
the campaign. 

Advance notice will be given and 
the paper anticipates getting news 
items promptly, figuring that the 


heroes or their friends will report ft 


incidents which would line up with 
the idea. 

Nothing very heavy to the idea, 
but it rates front page notice and 
pe, for what the theatre has to 
sell. 





Works on Ice Cream 


Around New York a manufacturer 
of an ice cream on a stick idea had 
developed the control letter idea for 
his novelty. Instead of the usual 
round stick, he uses flat splints with 
the name of his particular product 
and a letter printed on the wood. 
The stores handling the product of- 
fer a free chunk of cream for a set 
of splints spelling out the eight- 
letter word. 

By reducing the numberof splints 
with one of the letters, the number 
of free dainties is limited, ard at 


the same time stores handling this! thins 


cream but without the gift idea 





Spelled Out 

Often a slight twist will give a 
stunt an entirely different aspect 
and make a new one out of an old. 
For example, it is nothing new to 
jumble the letters of a title, with 
or without a prize for the assem- 
blage into the name of a coming 
offering, but it looked different 
when Richard L. Boss in Orange, 
Calif., put it this way: 

Oh El Eye 
Tea Pea 
Eye 
Sea Ess 

Spells “Politics,” the same as the 
letters would, but it looks harder, 
and therefore more _ interesting, 
when put out ahead of the regular 
run of advertising. 

In the same way, the four-page 
throwaway with ‘What I know 
about——’ and blank inside pages 
took a different slant when the 
front was printed ‘What I know 
about men. By Joan Crawford’ with 
the inside reading ‘Plenty. Come 
down to the Grand theatre and lis- 
ten in’ with the dates, 


Pleasing the Censors 


Worcester, Mass. 

Elm Street theatre seems to have 
hit upon a new idea for kid mats. 
Manager Meehan is going to let the 
local censor board select the pic- 
tures and these will be put out with 
the board's sanction, the censors 
working hard to put the idea over 
though the theatre takes the en- 
tire receipts. Idea of the censors 
is to offer the kids one show a 
week in the hope of gaining inter- 
est for what they regard as worth- 
while pictures. 

Selections will be made from 
subjects available at a reasonable 
rental, which will cut the cost and 
at the same time get over an un- 
dated picture with a big drive. All 
that remains is to see if the kids 
are first-run minded, 








Newspaper Copy Herald 


Denver. 

Previous to the showing of ‘My 
Sin’ at the Denver theatre, Bert 
Henson, advertising director, ar- 
ranged with the local Philco dis- 
tributor for several thousand news- 
paper heralds. And what heralds 
they were—almost a startling re- 
production of the Denver ‘Post’ in 
style and makeup. 

With screamer scare heads and 
a title that imitated the ‘Post's’ as 
nearly as possible, the attention of 
every one who picked one up was 
assured, 


Saves on Silents 


Some of the Fox Midwestco thea- 
tres have dropped the sound trailers 
in favor of the less costly silents, 
effecting a considerable saving and 
at the same time avoiding spilling 
too much of the story. In some of 
the theatres the change was prefaced 
by an announcement of the silents 
with the suggestion that the silent 
trailer was adopted to give the spec- 
tator a restful interval to point up 
his enjoyment of the dialog which 
followed. It sold the idea as a favor 
instead of an economy and a num- 
ber of patrons in one theatre ex- 
pressed their appreciation of the 
managerial thoughtfulness. 


Keeping Club Interest 


It helps to keep up interest in the 
membership if the cards are num- 
bered and five numbers are posted 
each meeting as being entitled to 
free admission. The numbers are 
selected in advance from the roster 
of the club, care being taken that 
the same numbers are not repeated 
until all members have had a 
chance. 

Five tickets will not go very far 
in a club with the membership a kid 
club should have, but it will do a 
lot toward sustaining interest, since 
all of the children will be regular 
in attendance, in the hope of seeing 
their number posted. Stress should 
be laid upon the fact that the num- 
bers are selected and not drawn, to 
kill maternal opposition to the gam- 
bling angle. 


Progressive Posting 
Sioux City. 

It took 11 days for Lionel Wasson 
to post his 10 24-sheets on ‘Street 
Scene,’ as he posted only one letter 
a day on each board. The secret 
was out before the end of the last 
day, but it kept them cuessing for a 
few days. In one corner of the 
sheet was a large question mark on 
which the date strip was posted at 

the completion of the boards. 
Picture got off to a splendid start 
with a block party in front of the 
theatre the evening of the midnight 





preview. Party was staged by} 
American Legion in- return for -a 
split on the preview gross. Legion 


| supplied its 45-piece band and kept 


jazzed up, 
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Stunts are not worth while un- 
less they increase business on a pic- 
ture without hurting succeeding at- 


tractions. A stunt may be seeming- 
ly smart and it may even draw some 
for a picture, but if it does so at 
the cost of future business, not so 
good. 

It may draw a crowd to a fam- 
ily theatre to display a semi-nude 
cutout, with the idea of getting in 
the people who do not ordinarily 
come, but if the gag draws for that 
show and at the same time offends 
the regular family trade, more harm 
than good has been accomplished 
and the eventual result is a loss. 

A single flash line in an ad kills 
the effect created through months 
of careful work. It will bring in the 
flash crowd, but it will turn away 
the old standbys; .the week-in 
week-out crowd. Freak stunts 
should be very carefully weighed 
and the run of business rather than 
any particular engagement held al- 
ways in mind. 


Staged an Ad 


Des Moines. 

To put over ‘Monkey Business,’ 
Hal Sheridan, of the. Des Mcines, 
had four of his ushers dressed to 
impersonate the Marx brothers in a 
series of street stunts. The usher 
impersonating Harpo chased a girl 
up and down the aisles, with_ his 
can and auto horn, until Groucho 
came out and sternly announced 
that there would be no monkey 





The ticket booth was built in to 
suggest a huge barrel, with an open- 
ing for sales. Was lettered ‘More 
fun than a barrel of monkeys." | 
There was a peep hole in one side of ! 


the barrel with a ‘Look.’ Those | 
who peeped saw advertising matter 


surrounding four nuts. 


| 

ePaNpt 
Needed the Cops | 
Philadelphia. 

Charlie Raymond, who came here | 
to Keith's when the Great Lakes,|} 
Buffalo, was sold to Publix, pulled | 
the Raffles stunt for ‘The Phantom 
of Paris,’ tieing in the ‘News,’ and 
with the usual necessity for a set 
form of address. 

Escaping identification until the 
last day, the Raffles promised to 
stand in front of Keith’s from noon 
until discovered. It was necessary 
for six mounted police to keep part 
of the street open. 

Prize won by an unemployed girl. 
First set at $50, but boosted to $75 
for final day, 


Pressworks the Kids 


Fairmount, W. Va. 
Fairmount theatre uses its chap- 
ter of the Warner Kiddie club for 
press work with success. Frequent 
elections are followed by cuts of 
the successful candidates in the 
local paper, and the manager is 
careful not to mention the losers. 
Club will have a Hallowe’en party 
with cash prizes for cutest cos- 
tumes, 








BEHIND 





the KEYS 











Easton, Pa. 
State theatre, Allentown, closed 
for months and leased from Wil- 
mer and Vincent by Bdwin T. Em- 
ony opened Saturday (10). Straight 
ms. 


North Attleboro, Mass. 
Bert Perkins, Publix, at Newport, 





I., transferred as manager of 
Community theatre, here. Succeeds 
Henry SmalL 

Dallas. 


Griffith Amusement Co., Okla- 
homa, preparing to open new house 
in Gainesville, Tex., as competish 
to A. V. Wade, indie, Wade's had 
monopoly of the town for years, 

Circuit also dropping the Grand, 
Midland, to its original owner, H. T. 
Hodge. 





Marion, O. 
J. Raymond Wheeler promoted to 
city manager of Publix theatres 
here. Succeeds Marion H. Prinsen, 
promoted to district managership. 


New Philadelphia, O. 
Publix-Shea interests have the 
Union opera house here, reopening 
it with straight pictures. Forney 

L. Bowers continues as manager. 








Springfield, Il. 
Bomb in fan house of the Capitol, 
370-seat house, operated by Leo 
Burstine, caused $1,800 damage. 
Burstine attributed the bombing to 
labor troubles, 





Marshalltown, Ia. 
E. M. McDaniels is mgr. of Strand. 





Los Angeles. 

George Sackett, ex-agent manag- 
ing Warners’ Fresno theatre, has 
been brought back to Los Angeles 
to take care of the WB Downtown, 
succeeding Albert Goodstein. Frank 
L. Newman, Jr., goes from La Jolla 
to the Fresno house, 


Utica, N. Y. 

John Angello, manager of the 
Family, lost $260 to holdup men 
who forced him and a companion, 
Salvatore Critelli, to fork over in a 
midnight robbery. 

Critelli drove Angello home after 
the night performance. As the car 
drew up in front of the theatre 
man’s residence, the gunmen 
stepped from the shadow of trees 
and ordered the car occupants to 
get out. Angello was forced to de- 
liver the $260, the night receipts. 

The two robbers fled in the car, 
which they later abandoned. 


Framingham, Mass. 
William Hartnett, asst. at Para- 
mount, transferred to manager of 
the Gorman. Succeeds Maxwell 
Fox, wio has gone to Needham as 
Paramount mer. 





Oklahoma City. 
Warners Warner theatre reopened 
here. First run pictures and five 
acts from RKO vaude. 


San Francisco 
Golden State circuit opened its 
Granada, formerly Excelsior, Satur- 
day (2); 1,000-seater nabe. 


ed 





Minneapolis 
Dick Gilbert, mgr. for the RKO 
division here, has organized a com- 


plete exploitation and publicity de- 
partment. 

Andrew A. Brandt goes from the 
St. Paul Orpheum to the Omaha 
Orpheum to handle publicity John 
A. Shields, from WCCO, takes 
Brandt’s place. William L. Robin- 
son will be Gilbert’s assistant at the 
local Orph and Hale J. Cavanagh, 
recently with M-G-M, takes the Des 
Moines’ Orpheum post. Edward J. 
Konst, from one of the local news- 
papers, will be at the Sioux City 
Orpheum, 





Knoxville. 
Publix has reopened its B house, 
Riviera, ‘depressed’ since last 
March. It shows Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, and is blind the rest. 


Kansas City. 
L. H. Thompson, treasurer of 
Loew’s Midland, has been given a 
promotion, transferred to Columbus. 
Taylor Myers succeeds. 





Tlion, N. Y. 
Tom Ware follows in Sid Mattison 
as mer. of the Fox Capitol. Latter 
transferred to the Fox Capitol, Buf- 
falo. 





Baltimore. 
Ace Beery out as manager of Hip- 
podrome, Rappaport’s local combo. 





Goes to Pittsburgh berth. Suc- 
ceeded by his assistant, Howard 
Burman, 

Newark. 


Maurie Stahl, assistant to Harry 
Kalmine, to become a head of the 
Skouras outfit in Jersey. Formerly 
with the Skourases. 

After making an immutable de- 
cision to keep its prices, the Little 
has cut to 50c. at all times. House 
has agreed to all Tobis product. 


Elgin, IT. 
The Rialto theatre, closed a year, 
reopened Oct. 11 with Rudy Born, 
manager, with matinee Sunday only 
for the present. 


Tama, Ia. 
Manager Wesley Mansfield her- 
alded opening of new sound theatre 
here. Two loud speakers and part 
of the sound equipment missing 
opening night. 


Utica, N. Y. 


Colonial reopens Thursday (15) 
by Mohawk Valley Theatres with 
vaudfilm. May be switch to bur- 
lesque later. New operating com- 


pany is owned by Henry Freider 
and Henry Grossman, 


Reading, Pa. 


Edwin T. Emery, New Yorker, 








Winston-Salem, N. C. 
U. K. Rice, manager of the Caroe 


lina, is getting good publicity for 
his house through a tie-up with 
WSJS, local radio station. He's 


getting it for six Annie Oakleys per 
day. Stunt is for station to ane 
nounce name of a film star during 
the day. Radio fans send time of 
announcement, name of star and 
best picture made to the radio sta- 
tion. First three correct answers 
got passes to Carolina. 

Stunt is pulling good will for sta- 
tion with no cost, as fans must lis<- 
ten throughout the day for the an- 
nouncement, catching al] the pro<- 
grams. 

Very popular with the women, 





Rotary Helped 


Knowing that the Rotary is com- 
mitted to a program of welfare work 
for boys, a manager made the pro- 
posal that he turn the management 


of his theatre over to the boys for a 
week. All of the takings over a 
sum equal to the previous week’s 


gross was to be split with 40% 
ing to the Rotary welfare fund. 

The manager figured that while 
the boys by themselves would not 
be able to hoist the gross, Rotary 
would get in behind them. That is 
just what happened. The clubd 
worked the newspapers as no the- 
atre ever could, sold tickets to ¢m- 
ployees of the members, sent a form 
letter to other business men, made 
special window showings and fig- 
ured other stunts. 

As a result, the 
credit for a good deed that paid 
nearly $600 additional profit with 
just under $400 going to the fuu.d. 

The idea can be worked in practi- 
cally every town where there is a 
branch of Rotary. 


go- 


house got the 





Using Gift. Night 
Montgomery, Ala, 

Manager Jimmie Pepper at the 
Strand has started a stunt at this 
theatre with a rush from merchants 
and theatre patrons have made for 
the plan. Fifteen local merchanre 
have agreed that for 10 weeks they 
will give the theatre gifts, to be 
given away on Monday nights’ to 
ticket stub holders, 

In return the theatre will distrib- 
ute each Monday 5,000 hand dodgers, 
carrying the names of the mer- 
chants and details the contest. A 
screen trailer carrying the mer- 
chants’ names is shown daily, 


Boosts the Gals 


Boston. 

J. B. Harrison has something new 
at the Fenway. Most of his regu- 
lars know the two lookers in the 
b. o. Harrison had them photo- 
gerphed and life-size enlargements 
made, the girls holding large cards 
on which is lettered a message about 
the current or coming show. Works 
out almost as well as a personai 
touch. 





Cheap Lobby 


Galesburg, Il. 

E. R. Toerpe got off light on his 
lobby display at the Orpheum. All 
it cost was five hat boxes (donated) 
and a little paint. Boxes were done 
over to suggest pill boxes, and each 
was lettered ‘For that tired feeling 
raise the lid and take one.’ Nothing 
inside but a sign painted on the 
bottom of the box, which ran: ‘He 
passed up pills for peppy Jills. Will 
Rogers in ‘Young as You Feel.’ 


French Stars Salesmen 


Paris. 

Natan’s recent film, ‘Faubourg 
Montmartre’ was put over with a 
jounce when all available French 
picture stars were persuaded to act 
as salesmen, for one afternoon, in 
the various shops in the street 
from which the picture takes its 
name, 

Boomed business for the small 
merchants and had everyone talk- 
ing about the picture. 


Beats Night Games 


Omaha, 

With Creighton University going 
to nite football, William Miskell, of 
the World, lifts the curse by staging 
midnite shows and offering free bus 
transportation to the theatre after 
the game. Bus ride free, but pas- 
sengers bought tickets for the show 
on boarding. Football committee 
made announcement of the bus ser- 
over the loudspeakers at the 
stdium.,. 


vir ta) 








who recently reopened the State, 

Reading, has reopened the State, 

Allentown, closed for several months. 
Detroit. 

Nate Platt, local Publix dist. mer., 

has taken over the supervision of 

the Paramount and Princess, To- 


ledo. 


| 
These houses were former]; 
under the supervision of S. Dannen- | 
berg, who remains at the Par- |} 
amount, | 
Wappinger Falls, N. ¥.-- +4 
y fitt 


t Y for nict 


|; pointed out 


Getting Windows 
Getting windows in vacant stores 
is sometimes easy and sometimes 
not so much so, but one manager 
ems to have solved it with a very 
simple proposition, 
went to the real estate men 
who chiefly handle store rentals and 
that most of the stores 
olate and unkempt, with 
(Continued on page 31) 
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‘CIMARRON’S’ IMMORTAL ‘SABRA’ 


SWEEPS TO STARDOM’S HEIGHTS 


Every man, woman and child who thrilled to 
her supreme moments in the frontier epic 
must see her again—as the loveliest mother 
in this ultra-modern world! 


























OCT. 15 a : ; bs 
CARTHAY 4) @* 
CIRCLE 


LOS ANGELES 








An unknown in “Cimarron,” she struck to the 
heart of a hundred million... and now, as a 
star, her meteoric career speeds on 


PAT O’BRIEN 


-  Y Whizzing star of “The Front Page” in another 
role with all the snap and zest of a “Hildy 
Johnson” 


JOHN HALLIDAY 


Hit of “Millie,” “Transatlantic,““” “Smart 
Woman,” and an endless series of successes 


MATT MOORE 


Always good for a rousing laugh and a pierc- 
ing heart-throb...His best job since “Coquette” 


MYRNA LOY 


Back! — with the crowds cheering - carrying 
on and upward from her surprise triumph in 
“Transatlantic”! 


DRAMA FROM THE HEART OF A GIRL 
WHO GAMBLED HER HAPPINESS IN 
THE DANGEROUS EXPERIMENT OF 


CONSOLATION 
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TUNE IN! 


“RKO Theatre of the 
Air’ N. B.C. Coast to 
Coast Network Every 
Friday Night, 10:30 
P.M., N. Y. Time... 


RKO 
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Outlook Brightens 


for New Week 


fn Market; Bulls Restrained by 
Prospect of Secondary Reaction 





Bulls in the amusement stocks 
come to the resumption of trading 
today (Tues) with more confidence 
than they have had for many weeks 
and unless all signs fail today’s 
market should see furtier gains. 
For the moment the Street is of an 
optimistic mind for a variety of 


reasons, but is held in check by fear 
of a secondary reaction which ought 
to be due before the end of the 
pusiness week. 

The new elements of strength are 
consistent improvement in the bond 
market, indicating that the wave of 
liquidation in investments has worn 


itself out and created a demand for! 


securities to put idle money to 
work: the better than expected Steel 
tonnage report, which came out 
after the Saturday close, and the 
feeling that last week's sensational 
rebound was skillfully held in cos- 
trol] so as to avoid a topheavy posi- 
tion in stocks. 

All these things should set the 
stage for a moderate demonstration 
on the upside today and perhaps 
longer. The probabilities are against 
the upturn going very far just now 
because of the likelihood that the 
banks still have some liquidation to 


accomplish. A secondary reaction 
would be in order normally after 
the uprush of last week, the fact 


that traders for a turn will want to 
cash in paper gains from time to 
time, and the market still has to 
take a lot of pretty sour third quar- 
ter income statements. 
Market Under Control 

When the secondary’ setback 
comes it is possible it will be less 
severe than normal movements of 


the kind. For one thing, last week’s 
rebound was remarkably orderly. 
The list was entitled to its first 


snap back from the grossly oversold 
condition of Oct. 56. That natural 
swing was accounted for in the ses- 
sion of Oct. 6, which carried the 
Dow Jones averages up more than 
12 points. Thereafter the course of 
prices was gradually upward, with 
intermittent setbacks, which kept 
the advance well liquidated as day- 
to-day traders took profits on bulges 
and put out new long lines on dips. 
There were no sudden run-up among 
the theatres stocks to leave wide 
gaps which might later have to be 
liquidated. 

Probably on the way up there 
was a good deal of selling by em- 
barrassed accounts, so that that 
much stock was removed and is no 
longer hanging over the market. 
Change of sentiment undoubtedly 
brought a large volume of outright 
buying into play, which narrowed 
the floating supply of the leading 
stocks. Certainly last week's re- 
port on brokers’ loans, showing a 
reduction of $171,000,000, indicated 
the passing of much stock from 
margin or loan account into uncon- 
ditional ownership, and this also 
Should be a stabilizing influence. 

Throughout the Saturday short 
session it was obvious that the mar- 
ket sponsors were confidently tak- 
ing all offerings at firm prices as 
Speculative longs retired for over 
the double holiday. Much selling 
in that session was based on predic- 
tions that the Steel report due after 
the close would show a reduction of 
from 50,000 to 150,000 tons. In- 
Stead the falling off was less than 
25,000 tons, or half of the minimum 
Generally expected. Steel reports on 
Condition also were hopeful, al- 
though they could produce nothing 
definitely accomplished in a con- 
Structive way. 

Par Dividend Covered 

The Fox report for the half year 
to June 27, showing net ‘of less than 
5 cents a share seemed to close the 
chapter of bad second quarter 
news. Paramount's report for the 
half year came out late in the week, 
and put a better complexion on the 
State of picture business, showing 
profit for the second quarter at 70 
cents, and net for the half vear at 
$1.82 after all charges and federal 
taxes. Second quarter returns are 
regarded as not so bad under the 
circumstances, since the dividend 
rate was covered. teal grief is 
Probably in the third quarter, but 
Prospects for the final quarter 
Somewhat relieve the situation. 

The half year reports are mostly 


academic, anyhow, reflecting con- 
diti ms that have long since been 
discounted on the tape. What the 
market is now trying to interpret 
Is the current and near future state 


Of business. For that reason second 


quarter and first half-year reports 
are largely ignored and the fra- 
ternity looks to the tape itself for 
lay today to hints of what is going 
On behind the auditors’ books 

Paramount was apparently in 
thoroug control after its swift 
turnaround from the bottom at 10%, 
wit dealings in large volume and 
Prices holding steadily close to 14 
i ‘ sed situation adjusted 
atse miarkec wise, Some heavy lots 


passed above 15, but were well taken 
and there may hay been some 
switching out of Par. into Loew 
which seems to have stepped into 


the leadership of the group. 


Some big lots changed hands also 


in Loew, generally on sharp ad- 
vances. The opening trade of 
Wednesday, for instance, was 3,800 


> 


shares at 3742, up more than a point 
from the previous close, suggesting 
that an old short was in retreat and 
being made to reach for stock. Fact 
that Loew was late opening and 
opened on iarge lots several times 
also points in that direction. Stock 
see-sawed back and forth with the 
market most of the time and appar- 
ently was being conservatively 
steered to avoid any sensational run 
up. 
Warners Cagey 

There was evidence in the be- 
havior of Warner Bros. that the 
clique operating there was actually 
doing its best to discourage a flight 
upward that might attract an out- 
side following. Customers rooms 
heard the report that the company 
could if it wanted to show net of 
more than $1 a share for the current 
year, but these stories never got 
into print and there was a conspicu- 
ous absence of any bullish bally- 
hoo. Situation here discloses noth- 
ing to throw suspicion on the down- 
town gossip that a major accumula- 
tion of Warners is in~ progress. 
Dealings were the largest of any 
stock in the amusement group and 
the advance was moderate, top just 
above 7 compared to the bottom of 
5% which was defended stubbornly. 

Dealings in RKO were fairly 
heavy and the advance fairly well 
maintained, but traders were in- 
clined to look askance upon this 
stock because of the performance of 
the old Keith preferred, which could 
not rally from its new bottom 
around 50, and the old Orpheum 
preferred, which looked pretty sick 
from a new, low of 13 to the final 
quotation of 17%, the senior stock 
holding precisely to an exchange 
basis of one for two of RKO. Total 
for the week was 340 shares, more 
than any week this year. Possi- 
bility is noted that some of this 
may have been for tax purposes. 
Transactions in minimum lots did not 
suggest that any of the heavy long 
holdings were being disposed of. 
Keith bonds dived and stayed down. 

The Loew senior stock did much 
better, snapping back from 70 to 78. 
while most of the bonds showed 
sensational gains. Twenty stocks in 
the Variety list made aggregate 
gains of 41 points, while only one 
stock, Universal preferred, showed 
a net loss. Six bonds gained the 
same total of 41 in the aggregate, 
which is dizzy behavior for staid 
liens. Warner Bros, jumped 9%, the 
older Paramount-Famous bonds 
Soared 10 points on minor transac- 
tions and the new loans about 9, 
and the Loew 6's were up 6 net. 
General Theatres broke to a new 
bottom at 12 and then recovered to 
16 for a net gain on the week of 2, 
not a very spectacular performance. 

On the Curb Columbia was a weak 
sister both up and down. The mea- 
greness of dealings here was char- 
acteristic, stock being closely held 








and the insiders standing pat. 4 
Summary for week ending Saturday, Oct. 10: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 





British Distribs Drop 


Journal Control Plan 


London, Oct. 3. 

The elimination of trade papers 
by the Kinematograph Renters So- 
ciety is off here. Project was for 
the distribs’ organization to narrow 
down the field by boycotting cer- 
tain ad columns, 

The step was contemplated owing 
to the strength of the C.E.A. paper 
ind later the understanding Gau- 
mont British were directly inter- 
ested in another sheet. 


PICTURE PEOPLE GOING 
BUGS ON BLACK ART 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Ablity to take a rabbit out of a 
hat or produce an ace where a 
deuce formerly reposed seems to be 
the recreation ambition of many 
picture stars. 


Harold Lloyd, Neil Hamilton, 
Chester Morris, Charles Chaplin, 
Glen Tryon, Buster Collier, Dou- 
glas Fairbanks, Buster Keaton, 


James Hall and others are a flock 
of artful dodgers. 


Any one will saw a woman in 
half, do the pick a card or outfum- 
ble Cardini in pulling lighted cig- 
arets out of the air. 

Outnumber Magicians 


Every meeting of the local branch 
of the Society of Magicians has 
more picture names in attendance 
than magicians. 


Neil Hamilton and Harold Lloyd 
have the most pretentious equip- 
ment. Both value their parapher- 
nalia at over $10,000. Hamilton once 
did a magic show by himself at the 
Shrine Auditorium here. 

Most of them confine their efforts 
to private entertainments with a 
professional majii as a stooge who 
tips them to all the new tricks. 
Now and then the boys are double 
crossed showing up at an enter- 
tainment with the same trick. 





Halsey, Stuart Move to Protect 
Defaulted Fox St. Louis Bonds 





+ 
Southern, Films, on Grind) ., | 


Columpbu Oct. 12 
Southern theatre, long a land- 
mark of the town, is just another 
grind house now It is playing sec 
ond and third run films with five 


changes a week 


News Clip Boycotted 
The Hague, Oct. 2. 

September when 
the 


spot 


Every year in 


the Queen Parliament 
newsreel reporters are on the 
with the arrival of the ‘Golden 
Coach’ at the Binnenhof. This year 
the burgomaster of The Hague 
would only give permits to rer¢e- 
sentatives of film companies who 
agreed that a copy of the film would 
be offered free to the Netherlands 
Film Archives. 


orens 


The film companies objected and 
decided not to film the procession. 
One small company signed the 
agreement and made a sound film. 
Unfortunately for this company 
(van Vriesland), the Dutch Bio- 
scope Association, ,has told _ its 
members to boycott the film. 





PAR’S FRENCH WRITERS 
Paris, Oct. 1. 

Following the retirement of Al- 
fred Savoir when his supervising 
contract ends at the end of the year, 
the Paramount studios are signing 
more French writers. 

Marcel Achard has been signed to 
deliver within the next year sce- 
narios of four features and four 
shorts. 





Technical Director 


Justibes St. 


As Costly Errors Creep Into Films 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 


Why technical directors on almost 
everything are still necessary was 
brought home only last week when 
a high-priced American author fig- 
ured he’d make the British locale 
a bit more authoritative by ring- 
ing in a little Yorkshire pudding. 


Script went through and came to 
the cast, without any comment, to 
the effect that the boy and girl were 
in their little kitchen, he lifting up 
the kettle where the Yorkshire pud- 
ding was boiling, or some such ri- 
diculous thing, when one of the 
players observed Yorkshire pudding 
is baked in an oven and never wants 
to look a kettle in the spout. 

Foreign stuff is what trips up 
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things most often, and producers 
realize that by intensive and costly 
researches on costumes, manners, 
customs, etc., but still the errors 
occur. Most notorious was the in- 
stance in Universal's ‘Marseilleise,’ 
which necessarily entailed consid- 
erable technical advice and research, 
but with it all the French tri-color 
was viewed in Paris with its bars 
horizontal instead of vertical. 

Instances of the American flag, 
with its full 48 stars showing up in 
mid-19th century sequences, have 
been frequent, as are indie quickies 
where traffic in London streets is 
still run as in America, turning to 
the right. 


Dialect Troubles 

Foreign versions have brought 
home costly errors to native pro- 
ducers. They import Serbian play- 
ers whose French might be savvied 
in the Balkans but would be 4s 
foreign as Czech to the French. As 
it is, with the sundry dialects in 
France, ranging from Marseilleise to 
Parisian, the picture was being shot 
regardless until a gateman who'd 
been abroad wandered in and 
vouchsafed that this was a type of 
French he couldn't parlez-vous, 

Paralleling this were the sundry 
yerman versions made here by 
itinerant Teutonic player-directors 
with a Prussian type of German 
spoken in supposedly smart draw- 
ing room sequences. Parallels an 
Al Smith brogue in a London May- 
fair locale. 

‘Cimarron’s’ Minor 

Minor details crop up regularly. 
‘Cimarron’ flashed a font of type in 
the newspaper office which printers 
commented on was not cast until 
20 or 30 years thereafter. 
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Louis, Oct. 12. 
financial circles 
the prob- 


and 
here are speculating on 
result of the failure of the 
Realty Co., owner of the 
theatre building at Grand and 
|} Washington boulevards, to make in- 
|}terest payment on $4,400,000 of 6%% 


ible 
| Theatre 


i 

| 
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| bonds due Oct 1. The brokerage 
i firm which haudled the bonds has 
notified investors that the interest 
payment has ..ot been made. Fail- 
ure of Fox Theatres to pay the 


rent is blamed for the default. 

The realty company is owned en- 
tirely by Fox Theatres which leased 
the property at an annual net rental 
of $591,000. The original issue of 


the bonds, about $4,600,000, was 
sold throughout the country by a 
syndicate of investment bankers, 


some $1,000,000 of 
around St. 

To safeguard the interests of the 
bondholders a protective committee 
is being formed. Until the com- 
mittee can begin functioning, the 
firm of Halsey, Stuart & Co., has 
notified investors it will accept 
outstanding bonds for deposit. 

Rent Ample for Service 

Erected at a cost of $5,000,000 ex- 
clusive of the site, the Fox theatre 
was completed and formally opened 
Jan. 31, 1929. At that time it was 
said to be one of the most pre- 
tentious in the Middle West. 

Under the lease, the annual rental 
of $591,000 was to continue until 
five years after maturity of the 
bonds. The letter to the bond- 
holders points out that the amount 
would be more than sufficient to 
meet the,.maximum annual charges 
for sinking fund and _ interest 
amounting to $478,807. 

The letter then adds that ‘it is 
apparent that if rentals were 
promptly paid to the Theater Realty 
Company, it would be in ample po- 
sition to meet its obligations to its 
bondholders.’ The default, it is as- 
serted, results ‘entirely through the 
failure of Fox Theatres to meet 
the terms of its lease agreement.’ 


them being sold 


Louis. 





RKO Borrows Millions 


RKO is said to have secured as a 
loan from General Electric last 
week $5,000,000 at a 3% rate. 

During the summer RKO was re- 
ported as a borrower from the 
Chemical Pank of $6,000,000, under 
a debenture plan. 








Berlin Critic Gagged? 


Berlin, Oct. 1, 
One of the best-known film critics 
of Berlin, Heinz Pohl, of Vossiche 
Zeitung, has lost his position, said 
to be on account of the Ufa, his 
comments being disliked by Ufa. 
This is the third time that Ufs 
has taken advantage of its mon- 
opoly. 
Public protests against 
methods are in the making. 


Ufa's 





Incorporations 


California 


Sacramento, Oct. 12. 

Comstock Coaching Schools, Inc., Lta. 
County of Los Angeles. Capital stock 
$25,000, $50 subscribed. Joseph B. Com- 
stock, James W. Walker, Harry H 
Hunter, James N, Stafford, Lucille M. 
Walker. 

The Cast, Ltd., County of Los Angeles. 
Capital stock 100 shares, $3 subscribed, 


Clifford Robertsen, Harry E. Sokolov, 
Joyce Payne. 

Cardinal Productions, Inc., County of 
Los Angeles, Capital stock $75,000, none 
subscribed. E. Dana Cunningham, Neal 
A. Smith, Richard C. Kahn. 

International Recording Engineers 
Ltd., County of Los Angeles. Capital 


stock 250 shares, $250 subscribed. Martha 
J. Like, David Welts, Charlies A. Palmer. 

United Producers, Lid., County of Los 
Angeles. Capital stock 250 shares, $250 
subscribed, cliift R. Broughton, David 
Welts, Charles A. Palmer. 

Wilshire Pictures Corporation, County 
of Los Angeles. Capital stock $75,000, 
none subscribed. John B. O'Brien, Rob- 
ert H. Fairley, A. J. Fritz, Umberto 


Rago. 





Judgments 





Dave Stamper; L. Morrison; $1,- 

Eleo Broadcasting Service; Nat. 
Register Publishing Co., Inc.; $95. 

Oliver OD. Bailey; A- Hammerstein, 
541.077. 

Display 
;urns bre | 

Warner Oland; !" 
$10,044, 


Stage Lighting Co., Inc.; 
“= ° $1 47. 
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Indispensable to all theatres, large and small— 
NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILERS—packed with 
showmanship that sells seats—the economical, 
profitable way to advertise your coming attrace 
tions. Individual service rendered to 8,000 
theatres from four offices. 


NATIONAL 
SCREEN 
SERVICE 


NEW YORK : DALLAS : CHICAGO : LOS ANGELES 
“A Service to Fit Every Theatre’s Pocketbook” 
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UNION NOW AIDING OCHS 





Protection Part of 


Film Buying 


Sending Distribs Into Hard Spots 





+ 

Faced with an increasing major- 
ity of exhibitors who are trying 
to buy protection rather than pic- 
tures, often placing the seller in a 
spot at the eleventh hour, some of 
the New York distributors are not 
permitting the writing of any con- 
tra.ts unless the question of pro- 
tection is completely ironed out 
first. Protection situation is called 
critical 
Lately it has become a mean prob- 
lem in the east as well. 

‘The tougher the account, the more 
protection he wants to buy,’ is be- 
coming a distrib axiom, after jams 
on deals over the protection thing. 

One of the big distribs com- 
pletely threw out deals with two 
different circuits in a big situation 
because it was claimed selling both 
had the pictures clashing. Follow- 
ing the protection demand, it was 
decided by the distrib to deny both 


accounts the pictures, with that 
denial probably meaning a quick 
sale away against both. 


Exhibitors have been closing 
contracts with salesmen first and 
arguing for protection later. The 
distribs, wise to this move, are re- 
versing the process by seeing what 
kind of an agreement can be 
reached on protection before the 
matter of writing business is even 
discussed. 


in the west and far west. 


Chains, Too 

Angle with the exhibs looking for 
a protection break has been: ‘Well, 
we've bought your pictures, now 
give us a good deal on protection.’ 

Generally throughout the coun- 
try, between exchanges and chains 
in every territory there is some 
tacit understanding on protection 
despite there is no national zoning 
plan in force. It is claimed most of 
the indies are difficult to control. 
Chains are also often exceptions to 
the rule in that in some territories 
they also want the best of protec- 
tion by making new demands. 


M. P. B. B. AWARD JARS 
OTHER TEAMS IN TIE 


Columbia baseball team of the 
Motion Picture Baseball League of 
New York City has been awarded 
the pennant award occurred at a 
meeting of the League. The final 
standing found Columbia, Erpi and 
RKO bunched a half game apart in 
the order named. 

Awarding the pennant in this 
manner without playing off the tie 
Columbia-RKO game which would 
have decided a three-way tie or 
final one-two-three rating, is re- 
Ported to not set so well with ERPI 
and RKO. Each had a chance for 
top honors. What will be done 
with various donated cups, etc., has 
not been decided by the league. 

Warners took a double header 
from Fox last week and cinched 
fourth place. Rest of the teams 
Strung out with Pathe, National 
Theatres and RCA Photophone in 
order. The RUA outfit did not win 
& game all season, 











UA’s 2 on One Contract 
With W’kend Percentages 


The bulk of United Artists’ selling 
this year is on a basis of two pic- 
tures at a time as they are ready. 
Exceptions where entire output is 
contracted is mostly with the chains 
and others where franchises obtain. 
. As a stimulant on sales U. A. 
ugures it’s ‘the fairest way’ to sell. 

U. A. ig protected on strong prod- 
uct by not taking slews of contracts 
until the pictures are ready, when 





higher terms can be a And 
that means nothing but Saturday 
and Sunday playdates on everything 


NEW HAVEN UNION JAM 


Fox-Poli Gives Stage and Pit Crews 
2-Week Notice 


Trouble over salary agreement 
and working restrictions among 
stage-hands brought two-weeks no- 
tice to crew and musicians at Fox- 
Poli last week. 

New York officials wanted to ship 
extra electrician in with equipment 
for units, but house crew claimed 
they could handle the job. N.Y. 
also wanted special concession on 
overtime. 

Trouble arose when F.&M. units 
shifted to Paramount leaving Fox- 
Poli to make up their own stage 
show. Union leaders insisted thea- 
tre be classified as production house 
with corresponding scale in effect. 

At present house figures units aré 
costing more than they bring in. 
It is preparing to go straight sound 
unless union changes its mind. 

First notice ever given by this 
house since Pc*™' opened it about 30 
years ago. 


§ MOS. IN TEXAS 
FOR BOMBING 





Dallas, Oct. 12. 

First sentence under new Texas 
stench bomb Iaw given John L. 
Lewis, Ft. Worth salesman, for al- 
leged bombing of the Gayety Aug. 
26. Judge made it nine months. 

Verdict puts a new angle on la- 
bor troubles in this section, where 
the smellers have been traditional 
comebacks. Gives managers a new 
axe, 


F-WC Would Tie Phoenix 
By Taking 3 Par Houses 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Fox-West Coast may tie up 
Phoenix, Arizona, by taking over 
the three Paramount houses there. 

The new Fox is doing big biz in 
Phoenix, and F-WC is contemplating 
sewing up the town through the 
Par stands. Latter were formerly 
Universal’s houses. 
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BRONK MESS ENDS 
AFTER 7 MONTH 


Union Booth Men at Regu- 
lar Scale Back at Ochs’ 


10 Indie Picture Houses— 
Cost Both Sides Thousands 


A VIVID BATTLE 


Just as the New York operators’ 
local, No. 306, tore down the busi- 
ness of the 10 Lee Oches’ picture 
houses in a seven months’ bitterly 
fought offensive for unionization, so 
will the same operators try to aid 
Ochs in restoration of grosses fol- 
lowing settlement of the dispute 
Thursday (8). Union men went 
into booths of the theatres yester- 
day (Monday). 


In the annals of labor-theatre 
disputes, it is doubtful if any battle 
has been so severe over so long a 
period and that any theatre owner 
has taken the iicking given to Ochs. 
Controlling a circuit of 10 second 
and third run houses in the Bronx 
and upper Manhattan, Ochs is said 
to have been near the wall *t the 
time he relented, accepting a con- 
tract with No. 306 at the prevailing 
operator scales. 


Both Ochs and the union have 
dug deep into financial coffers to 
support the acrimonious fight. The 
union has epent anywhere from 
$100,000 up, some sources saying it 
has run to $380,000 or more, with 
heavy assessments against 1,800 
members aiding in the disburse- 
ment, 


The independent exhibitor’s losses 
are estimated to run to as high as 
$150,000, this taking in an average 
of between $2,500 and $5,000 a week 
on lost grosses. Additionally, he 
has incurred heavy legal fees, with 
Nathan Burkan chief of his counsel 
in the scrap, 


Affected Business 


The operators are said to have 
kept a close check on the trend of 
Ochs’ business since the picketing 
and its accompanying hard-pressed 
campaign set in last March. Busi- 
ness held fairly good in Ochs’ 
Kingsbridge and Gem theatres, but 
in the others it fell away badly. 
Only one week of profit in the whole 
seven months is credited the Og- 
den, while not a single week in the 
black is down for the Tuxedo. De- 
spite that Holy Week is always bad, 





New Economy Prop Dept.'s Broken 
Bric-a-Brac; No More Actual Busting 





> 
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Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Indication of the saving graces 
around the studios these days are 
sections in prop warehouses where 
they _ store smashed furniture, 
broken dishes, bits of statuary and 
ripped paintings. 

Everything broken accidentally 
during production now goes nto 
these storehouses for further use, 
not into the incinerators, as was the 
case in former and less economical 
days. 

Good for Garrets 

Irreparable stuff gets a call now 
in those poverty stricken garret 
scenes and for sequences with a 
bull-in-china-shop tempo. 

In the past if a torn painting was 
wanted they'd trot out a near work 
of art and cut it. Furniture would 
be broken to suit, and if 
to be broken new china would go 
the way of all pottery. 

Breaking dishes by a clumsy maid 


is now a pictorial work of art. 





dishes had 


Sound of broken dishes off scene 
and a closeup of smashed stuff from | 
the new section in the prop rooms 
is what tells the stor that ome 
Was told with actfor 


STEFFES HELD FOR 
PAYMENT BY ERPI 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 

Flectrical Research Products has 
won its damage suit against the 
Peoples’ Theatre Co., of which W. A. 
Steffes, business manager of the 
Northwest Allied States’ unit, is 
head. Judge Clyde R. White awarded 
a $425 judgment to the plaintiff on 
account of Steffes’ failure to pay 
installments on Western Electric 
sound equipment installed by ERPI 
in his Logan theatre, local neigh- 
borhooder. 

The case is regarded important, as 
Judge White upheld the ERPI con- 
tention that sound equipment is 
leased, S. P. Halpern, counsel for | 
Steffes, argued that the equipment 
was purchased on a condition sales’ 
contract and that when ERPI re- 
possessed it all claim to past due 
installments was sacrificed. 

“lam clear that the lease 
tion is not 


tract,” the judge 





a conditional sales con- | 
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$10,000 Monthly from Chi Film 
Biz Expected by Gov. of Ill. 





SCHWARTZ BUYING OWN 
PICTURES THIS YEAR} = 


A. H. Schwartz, controlling the 
Century Circuit in Brooklyn and on 
Long Island, is doing his own pic- 
ture buying this season, ‘with RKO 
sitting in’. First linked to RKO in 
an operati-- agreement for stronger 
buying power for both RKO and 
Schwartz, it is reported that by next 
year RKO and Century may be sep- 
arate again, 

Last season RKO bought film for 
the Schwartz string, with Schwartz 
on the sidelines. 

For 1931-'32 the Century Circuit 
has taken the entire programs of 
Paramount and Metre. Last year 
Schwartz remained away from the 
latter, 





at the United States not a single 
week has met the usually depres- 
sive figure reached Holy Week. 

The Uptown has had 11 profit- 
able weeks, frequently with little for 
the red column, during the seven 
months, it is represented, while the 
Mosholu is claimed as having been 
away below figure of house when 
picketing began. The Majestic also 
suffered heavily from the union 
campaign, which included free 
shows, house to house canvasing 
and other moves to keep business 
away from the Ochs’ road call’ 
houses. 

The impression that Ochs in tak- 
ing over six houses from Fox last 
March (Mosholu, Kingsbridge, U. S., 
Manhattan, Tuxedo and Ogden), 
violated the contract Fox held with 
the operators local is erroneous. Ac- 
cording to No, 306 officials, the Fox- 
306 contract contained no provision 
that if the houses changed hands, 
the union men had to be retained. 
The operators, realizing a fast one 
was pulled in that case and prob- 
ably others, are now on the alert 
against that bit of strategy in 
future negotiation of contracts. It 
is stated, however, that it was on 
the basis of Ochs taking over the 
Fox houses without the union pro- 
vision is what promoted the Fox- 
Ochs deal. 


Union Now Plugging 


Having demonstrated what ex- 
tent of hurt unions can achieve, 306 
in helping to rebuild the Ochs’ 
grosses by similar methods are 
anxious to see if their efforts in 
that direction work with the same 
results, Free bands for two weeks 
in front of Ochs theatres, free 
shows in parks with microphone 
announcements Ochs is_ union, 
letters to labor organizations and 
possibly some house-to-house can- 
yassing will be attempted at a re- 
ported cost of $60,000. 

With permission of Ochs No. 306 
will clock business to determine re- 
sults of their efforts to rebuild. 

To other non-union circuits and 
indie operators around New York, 
including Springer-Cocalis, Harris 
chains and Abe Flaum, the union 
campaign against Ochs might look 
like a delirous dream. Whether 306 
will go after these is not mentioned. 
Curious immediate aftermath of 
contractual get-together between 
Ochs and 306 was an increase in 
business in Ochs houses the fol- 
lowing day of between 25 and 
33 1/3% on an average. 

Ochs is printing 10,000 programs 
for each of his houses announcing 
prominently that the _ strike is 
settled. Ochs went to court sev- 
eral times but while obtaining an 
injunction against certain activities, 
was unable to stop picketing of his 
theatres. Indictments against some 
of the union men were part of Ochs’ 
resistance. 

Sol grill, Staten 
chain owner, friend of Ochs 


Island indie 


as well 





as Sam Kaplan, president of 
conciliator in bringing 
thom together, Brill had been try- 

to do that for two months. Con- | 
ract was signed in Brill’s room at | 
he Mt. Sinai } 


306 


iospital, where he is 
j 


i Strike a higher level. 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 
‘hicago rmvcttion picture industry 
has had $60,000 set as its quota for 
the $12,000,000 unemployment fund 
started by Gov? Emerson of Illinois, 
This 
circuits and indie theatres. 


is to take in the exchanges, 


Sum assessed on the Chicago in- 
dustry is payable in six monthly 
installme starting on Nov. l. 
Coin will be secured out of salaries, 
which are to be taxed pro rata. Es- 
timated that average deduction will 
be $3 for each employee, or figuring 
in monthly payments, about 50 
cents. 


‘nts, 


Film row has already started its 
work on the fund, and has calcu- 
lated that the 14 local exchanges 
have a weekly payroll of $20,000. 
Balaban and Katz is the only cir- 
cuit as yet having submitted its 
payroll, which is figured at $80,000 
weekly. Of this sum, $55,000 is de- 
livered to union employees. 


Barney Balaban heads the Gov. 
Emerson unemployment commission 
for the Chicago motion picture in- 
dustry, with FeHx Mendelsohn, 
local Metro voice, Jack Miller of the 
“xhibitors’ Ass’n, and Eddie Silver- 
man of Essaness, on the local film 
row committee. 


FORCED % RUNS 
BAD BOOKING 


Bad booking and an eagerness to 
miik pictures by playdates that are 
extended too far are held to blame 
for narrowed grosses by observant 
theatre showmen who are either on 
the sidelines watching the big 
chains operate or, with minor in- 
terest in some houses of large cir- 
cuits, are unable to force a change 
of policy. In other sequestered in- 
stances, independent exhibitors see 
the results of bad booking by 
chains when their competitors hold 
a picture, ordinarily one of their 
own company’s features, too long. 


Many pictures are playing three 
or four days when they or the 
towns where the theatre is located, 
justify only one. Tremendous fall- 
off in grosses on the second and 
third days of runs is pointed to as 
proof that not only is injudicious 
booking hurting the theatre but 
handing the distributor a spanking 
on returns when on percentage. 


A case in point occurred last 
week with one of the big chains 
which insisted on three days for 
‘Smiling Lieutenant’ in one of its 
medium-grade towns. The picture 
did $100 the first day, fell to around 
$60 the second and considerably be- 
low that the third. 


Contention later was that picture 
would probably have gotten nearly 
as much on a one day booking as 
it did for three, 


Low Rental 


At 20%, under the contract, the 
distributor got around $12 the sec- 
ond day and less than that the 
third. This is considerably under 
what flat rental would have been, 
distrib eagerness for more days in 
such a case having hurt rather 
than helped. With a longer first run 
showing, such a picture is also 
faced with poorer results on sec- 
ond run in some instances. 

The distributor who insists on 
more days than his picture or the 
theatre warrants is only kidding 
himself in the long run, impartial 
independent and semi-chain oper- 
ators believe. 





Where a producer-distributor has 


its own chain, the bad booking and 
|} impractical milking, in a vigorous 


effort to 
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is largely 
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TO HELP YOU SELL IT! 


“New Adventures of Get-Rich-Quick Wallingford” i is packing ’em in at the Century Theatre, Baltimore. The campaign 
below ran in the Baltimore News and will run in every Hearst paper in America. These ads are in addition to the press sheet 
campaign. WRITE FOR MATS (nominal cost) to M-G-M Ad. Dept., 1540 Biway, N. Y. City. Note that these are 


reproductions only, and that the correct size of each ad is indicated. 
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AD NO. 6 AD NO.1 AD NO 9 
A MILLION DOLLARS worth of 7 THEY'RE or — 
aa ga Y —When they come back for 


WATCH 
OUT FOR 
THOSE 
THREE 
cITY 
SLICKERSi 
They'll take 








Success Since “Politics” with 


When they showed the picture to Hollywood's hard- 
boiled reviewer, Keres what they wrote “Cough 
tot, record-breaking comedy hit,” said the Holly 
wood Reporter. “ Howls and cheers greeted x. te's 
@ Wow!” sad Hollywood Herald. You'll agree it’s 
one of the merriew films you've ever ecresmed ed 
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LEILA HYAMS—A SAM WOOD PRODUCTION 
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AD NO.5 


“IM in the MOVIES 


NOW — witty SCHNOZZOLA!" 
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JIMMY 
DURANTE 


Broadway's mad-cap, idol of 
New York’s theatre-goers, brings. 
his merry personality to pictures 
in the fastest fun-film of the year! 
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SHOP- THEATRE | Comparative Grosses for Septembe sah 
D V SSes r D em i Sept. 5 Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26 _ 
FIFTH AVE.| Mary Ann Bad Girl Pardon Us Brat 
High. .$26,000 $15,500 $13,000 $13,500 $12,400 
(Continued from page 10) Low... 7,800) Stage Show _| __(9 days) — 
. . 4 ORPHEUM. Waterloo Caught 50 Fathoms Rebound 
High. .$32,000 $17,700 Plastered $11,000 $10,000 
BALTIMORE Low... 6,500} = Vaude _ $16,500 
*hicags t. 12 MUSIC BOX Bargain Street Scene | Street Scene | Last Flight 
Chicago, Oct. 12 
) “al te a Sept. 12 | Sept. 19 Sept. 26 High. .$17,000 $5,500 | $5,000 $4,000 $4,000 

Tight times has accomplished | CENTURY | Phantom of |Personal Maid “Last Flight | = My Sin’ Son... Seer) ___ = cast week) _ | _(24_ week) | _(6 days) _ 
what years of effort had failed to onal . $29, 000} Paris $17.500 i $23,000 $22,000 LIBERTY Sky Raiders Salvation Clearing the Misbehaving 
do, bringing together of theatrical als , wae. — (4 days) sagt ry are | Psp sd oe re 

: : : ie S ze Show | .¥ 50 5 af — 
and commercial enterprises within] “STANLEY | Modern Age | Street Scene | Monkey Bus.| 5 Star Final as emearecias-cctaines: 
a community. Where formerly each | High. .$33, 500) $23,000 a "$20,000 "321.000 $22,000 PORTL ND, ORE. 
worked separately, they are now] Low... 11,000) — = ss a 

ae . ja ~¥ ee ee a Sept.5 |  Sept.12 | Sept. 19 __ Sept. 26 _ 
putting thi ir heads togeth to fig “VALENCIA | j ~~ Caught Am. Tragedy; Modern Age | Street Scene | ———--——- | . L | Pp 
ure out plans of mutual benefit.| High. .$11,000) $2,700 $2,100 $2,900 . $3,300 PARA- Daughter of Transatlantic | Pardon Us Brat 
This has developed into giveaway Low = 1,800) ee ee __ (4 Gays). | _ aE 5 - Hiah> 922,500 the ee $10,900 | $12,500 $10,500 
schemes on a grand scale, KEITH’S | Secrets Sec.| Alexander Waterloo Daughter of = ’ $10,704 
: : : High. .$20, 000) a0 = pepe Low. 5,000; St age Show, 

Giveaways have in themselves de- g $3,000 Hamilton $7,500 Dragon —_—————— 2 sae ee 
veloped a “buy in your own neigh- Low. 4,000) $7,500 - $7,000 BROADWAY “> Ann Sed Sere Squaw Man Monkey 
borhood’ campaign, which is only PARKWAY | ‘Squaw | Man Am. Tragedy | ‘Modern Age | Street Scene Pe at 6,000 vied teri $7,500 $7,500 rey 
just coming to feel its strength. peony  *9'500 $3,395 $3,300 $3,600 $4,100 (New Low) ; 
Page a — mF —————$———— SESS ree —=! namentine —— — of | Caught “50 Fathoms 
the pinch o 1e times, are ge y ridge orneo | astered $7,500 
close to the theatres in a mutual aid ~ PHILADELPHIA —— ero $11,800 $11,200 | $12,200 
society. Merchants, who in high ——_— a _— OW oo = Se iG FR neem 
times, were snippy about entering | _ Sept. S&S pa “Sept. 42 | _ Sept. 19 Sept. 26 MUSIC BOX ‘Last Flight Hamilton Ham Iton Side Show 
into tie-ups with theatres, claiming et tae yl Last Flight mene Monkey ‘Bus.| Modern Age see. Ca $5,000 a $8, 500 | er #500 $4,200 
they needed no such boosting, are Low. .. 34 ,000| St: S oe ee n $37,00 rite y nee SOW ss oe st aves 3 CANS} es — 

ow coming aro nd on their ow for ——— _~ . — Nth. de d - 
now com 5 at Ke enter 1. Thea- EARLE  Bdualvier of Side Show /| Personal Maid| Pagan Lady “MONT REAL 
the yrs! ee ell sto poh Re wi High. .$27,000)| Dragon $18,900 $17,000 $16,000 
tres are being offered everything. Low... 12,000! $19.500 | : , ; cchdinacatiesl 

Neighborhoods are getting neigh- | Va ude PALACE — — ine — Sern 12_ =r seet. 1 a —™ ! 

e : Anum saitne | ame ——__—— —|— en eee J tH miling 2 ir ommon Law : 
borly, with the trad egy 1 fee sng FOX “Bad Girl Mary Ann Mary Ann Brat High. .$32,000} Lieutenant Lieutenant $12,000 $12,000 

every penny that goes shopping an? .$41, 000) $24,000 $33,000 $28,000 $24,800 Low... 7,000 $21,000 $10,500 ' 

down in the loop or elsewhere. And Low... 20,000) (2 a week) (Ist week) (2d week) (ist week) (2a week) f 

this same experience goes for the Stage Show CAPITOL ~ Murder by | Transat! -| Snort: ih i 

ae ee Pee eae oe y ransatlantic Sportin Millie i 

small towns which have good roads STANLEY |Am. “Tragedy Am. Tragedy Waterloo Waterloo High. .$30,000 Clock and Blood» and i 

leading to nearby big burgs. High. .$37,000 $17,000 $1 2,000 $16,500 $10,000 Low... 5,500 and Brat and W Plan fs 

Low... 8.000! (ist week) | (2d week) | _(1st_week) (2d_week) Girl Habit $10,000 Rebound $10,000 ke 

Slogan YS OOS Bs Sy $12,000 $9,000 R 

Campaigns are being mapped out DENVER LOEW'S Women Love Drums of Guilty Hands| Great Lover Fs 
rapidly in these spots to retain the High. .$18,500 $12,000 Jeopardy $12,000 $11,000 
community coin, with the general Sept. "ie "Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26 Low... 7,500 0 OM RR Ae Se ee eee 
message to the public being: ‘Shop| peEN_VER |~ Pp | 1 Street Geane | Mies & —~—wm. ain”. ~>6| . PRINCESS Runaround ~ Woman Street Scene | Street Scene 
and Be Entertained in Your Own| High..$27700| ‘aa’ | Strget Scene | Five Star | My Sin | igh. .$25,000 and Between $8,000 $5,500 
Neighborhood.’ Merchants and the-|Low... 7,000 $17,300 $16,500 Low... 4,500/ Three Loved $7,000 (ist week) (24 week) 
atres are rediscovering that tie-ups, ; Stage Show Ls oa Ses Ls $8.000 _ rama 
with the stores plugging special PARA- “Daughter of | Serrets of a Monkey Last Flight. 
bargains, and the theatres plugging Hi = ag Dragon Secretary Business $11,000 KANSAS CITY 
hie ay on ere gae ce « grad aaa) | eenee venete sede Sept. 5 Sept. 12 | _ Sept. 19 Sept. 26 

oth. s — | — eis! « 
shop, and drop into the theatre for RIALTO Five and Ten Bargain Bachelor Monkey aTaexT Wiatertes . sc ” ~ Caught young, as 

, High. ..$7,750 and and Apartment Rusiasas : Bridge xperience Plastered You Feel 
a rest period, or rush down to the}; oy 11° "47 Fatal Hour Rango $3,100 $3,000 High. .$32,000 $20,000 $15,000 $17,000 $17,800 
theatre, and pause at the stores on $2,400 $2,200 ' , Low... 8,000 Vaude _ 
their way home. Either way, it’s a TABOR cent : LOEW'S Modern Age | Street Scene | Guilty Hands| Phantom of 

: $ ght Brat Side Show Waterloo ~ 
winner. High. .$14,000 $11,000 $8.000 $10,000 Bridge MIDLAND $16,800 $17,500 $11,000 Paris 

Whole scheme has developed into] Low... 7,000 $8,000 “> a $10,000 
a tremendous growth for giveaways. * Gi a Foe fe on vies 

Thil » midwest theatr an't mag me oe mee Ser rob ey Star an eneee ~ NEWMAN Secrets of a Personal Monkey My Sin 
While the midwest theatres can’t] High. .$16,600 $10,000 $9,000 $10,000 $7,500 . . 
completely make up their minds|Low... 1,650 High. .$33,000| Secreaary Maid Business $10,000 

; a 2 === | Low... 4,400 $7,000 $8,000 $16,000 
about giveaways currently, the in- (5 days) 
dications are that more and more WASHINGTON “TigantTy | Hamilten | Side Show | Gant Flight 
neighborhooders are depending on $6,200 $4,000 $5,000 
the something-for-nothing idea to Sept. 5 Sept. 12 Sept. 19 ___ Sept. 25 sa ae i a 
entice in the extra shekels. EARLE |Star Witness| Bargain 1 Like Your re P 

Feeling is that the public is at High. .$25,000 $25,000 $17,500 Nerve BUFFALO 
present anxious to cut in on the} Low... 6,000 (Record) 23,000 
handouts. Those in favor of the Joe Brown on sil Sept. 5 Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26 
giveaway notion point to the huge oon BUFFALO | Modern Age Mary Ann | Common Law My Sin 
successes in Detroit and Louisville, PALACE —— a Ce Seca Wan (ish. veto AE gf $28,000 $25,200 $25,000 
where two theatres are packing ’em High. .$27,300 Secretary $18,000 $22,000 ~ HIPPO- — Caught | Personal Guilty Hands| Phantom of 
in weekly by handing out a free!Low... 8,500 $18,000 DROME Pr ad Maid $14 000 Pari 
Chevrolet, or $500 in cash. On the Vaude High. .$22,000 $14 000 $14,000 : $14,000 
number-picking night in Louisville COLUMBIA | Modern Age | Modern Age Street Scene | Low... 6,100 Vaude 
they have to announce the winner) High. .$19,000 $9,000 $7,000 $6,000 CENTURY | Huck Finn Hamilton Spider | Rebound 
out in the street because of the!Low... 4,800] (1st week) (2a week) (24 week) High. .$21,000 $8,000 $9,500 $8,500 $5,000 
mobbed hold-outs. _ FOX Huck Finn Mary Ann Magnificent | Low... 4,700 a cat 

—— High. .$41,500 $24,000 $30,000 Lie GREAT Smiling Smiling American Bad Girl 
___ Vaude __ $21,000 LAKES Lieutenant Lieutenant Tragedy $18,600 
: KEITH'S Rebound 50 Fathoms Smart High. .$40,000 $23,000 $7,750 $15,000 
t bett 
oH betters, High. $18,400 $9,000 $9,500 Woman Low... 11,000] (1st week) (24 week) 
‘ ; Low. 4.600 Vaude $7,000 | x (6 days) > 
Sob $29,000 and L’FAYETTE| Dirigible Dirigible | Pagan Lady | Sweepstakes 
MINNEAPOLIS High. .$16,000 $14,500 $7,000 $9,000 $8,900 
‘Lenox’ at $25 000 Low... 5.500! (ist week) ' (24 week) |! 
? Sept. 5 __Sept.12 | Sept. 19 Sept. 26 ‘DETROIT 
cor Detroit, Oct. 12 “OOTA. ef Ann | Bad Girl Silence soaker 
etroit, Oct. ic. 35,000 31,000 35,300 usiness 
Weather okay and business build-| High. .$45,200| Stage Show ’ ne 92 9 Sept. 5 __ Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26 
4 $28,200 
ing. ‘Susan Lenox’ is the town’s| Low... 16,000) _ High 968,100 Daughter of | Modern Age vom 
es, bbe omnesenw oa RKO Waterloo Caught East of 50 Fathoms. . ome **"20,000 “ A jute i: $28,400 
tion holding up an aimy! ORPHEUM Bridge Plastered Borneo $10,500 oe ae ; ’ 
Days’ bigger than ‘Whoopee’ here. High. .$25,000 $13,000 $13,500 $9,000 ' Stage Show 
Estimates for This Week iy ‘000 Vauhe . ’ FOX Mary Ann Spider Wicked 

Michigan — ‘Wallingford’ (M-G) STATE High. .$50,000 $50,000 $30,000 $26,400 
and stage show (15-25-35-60), Build-| ,.. 5 $28,000 a) a S|) Persons! =| Low... 24, (Record ) 

, ' ee a etd Aan — a ~ - 
ing and may get up to $35,000; | (oa —— — — (7 FISHER Pardon Us | Last Flight I Like Your 
Haines had been slipping, but. this ate keeee | 99,580 $6,800 $6,500 __| igh. .$29,000| $23,700 $18,400 erve 
One will help him. Last week ‘Sing- ~~ LYRIC Caught Brat Transatlantic | Side Show * "42,000 Vaude , ___ $17,000 
apore’ (WB) only fair, $30,000. oem. « Mek $4,000 $3,000 $4,000 $3,200 —; A . nr : — ne 

Fox—‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) and stage | Low. 4,200 oe PARA- Hamilton Hamilton ~~ Monkey 
show (5 MOUNT $13,900 $6,000 Business 

cee a 15-25-50). Just fair High. .$40,100/ (ist week) (6 days) $15,100 
a 00. Last week ‘Purple Sage’ oe ’ ‘ 

w Fisher no go at $27,000. CINCINNATI Low... 5,500 z (2d_week) _ 
egg ae ep 6] Sent 0) sept] ae we] | Se eos | Set Seem ae 
can now "be " satae a sure-seater: High: $30,000 Mad Moment ~~ Goldie Broadminded Son of India | High. .$39,000 (24 week) (34 week) $12,000 
Phe get a nice $17,000. Last week co * "17.000 ae $18,000 $22,000 $22,500 Low... 6.500 mm! 7 (8 days) _ 
‘Phantomof Paris’ (M-G) weak at Ee it. aude — 

$17,000. PALACE Mary Ann Modern Age Monkey Street Scene PROVIDENCE 

Downtown — ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) | High. .$28,100 $19,000 $18,500 Business $18,000 
(2,750; 15-25-50). Brought in a day | Low... 8,000 $23.000 Sept.5 Sept. 12 Sept. 19 Sept. 26 
early and getting nice play from the} CAPITOL Secrets of a Bought Star Witness Personal STATE Modern Age | Street Scene | Phantom of | Sidewalks 
wide brows; okay at $16,500 for| High. .$22,000 Secretary $11,000 $11,000 Maid High. .$28,000 $18,000 $18,500 Paris of N. Y. 
a a Last week ‘Bad Com-| Low. 6,500 $7,000 $12,500 Low. 9,500 $12,000 $12,000 
any poorly on $8,000 in six days. LYRIC American ~ Waterloo | Transatiantic| East of BARA Sil j onkey ave” 

, . ence Personal ~ Monkey ~~ Monke 
iar ak es arts ron! , — S| High. .$23,900 Tragedy Bridge | $8,000 Borneo MOUNT $9,300 Maid Business Business 
ine wet an ae ee, Se a ee. 214,008 $8.000 _ $8.000 | High. .$18,000| Stage Show $8,000 $14,000 $7,600 
rs very well in second week and oe ~ - | Low ,000 (Ist week) (2a week) 

oOpping ‘Whoopee’ at a lower price Pf ~ a e 
me will st co 9 byt Agia BIRMINGHAM ed pnt “a — of 4s ee are 

eek. Did $23,000 last week. = Se ign.. ’ ’ orneo qu oman 

,Paramount— Danian conek’ m-6)i.... ld 5 ay Sept. 12 | Sept. 19 | Sept. 26 Low... 3,500; ___ $6,800 _ $8,000 $4,000 
(3,448; 15-25-25-60). Opened very| ALABAMA American | Bought Monkey Mary Ann RKO | Too Many | Gay Diplomat| Big Gamble Sherlock 
big for femme biz; will do a nice Tragedy | $11,000 Business $13,000 VICTORY Cooks $2,000 2,300 Holmes 
$25,000 in eight days. Last week $11,500 $12,000 High. .$13,500 $2,200 $2,800 
pow ey Business’ (Par) fair at i Vaude 2-6 5a | Low. 1,600; as, Ae 

‘aoe Six days. : , RITZ Waterloo 50 Fathoms East of | Bad Company | MAJESTIC Bad Girl! | Mary Ann Spider 
(sone ae onkey Business’ (Par) | Bridge | and | Borneo and High. .$15,000 $13,000 =| and and 

Nout @vaae ey. Doing okay for $3,600 | Traveiing $3,500 Rebound Low... 6,500 Tabu Young Feel 
&bout $7,000. Last week ‘Five Star Husbands $2,800 $10.000 310.500 
Final’ (WB) got a few extra dol- B.50e ——— ” _— ———— JF? 
lars for about $7,000. — == — ae 
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WAND TUCO 


“’An exceptionally strong audience picture the 
public is going to like a lot... Howard Hughes 


——s 





























who qave exhibitors 


"HELL'S ANGELS’ 
and 


"FRONT PAGE" 
NOW 


electrifies the 
industry with 


has a picture here with plenty of audience ap- 
peal, a lot of romantic heart interest, bound 


to click at the box-office. ‘The Age for Love’ 


looks like a sure-fire winner.” 
—HOLLYWOOD DAILY SCREEN WORLO 
> 


“The Age for Love’ should be box-office in 


all towns, large or small. It will cause plenty 


of talk—the kind that sends ‘em into the 
theatres. . .’Age for Love’ is a different pic- 


ture on a topic that has been discussed in 
every home, on the streets, and in most of- 
fices. . . It will settle many problems for ex- 
hibitors.”’ —THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
2 
‘it's a United Artists picture that exhibitors 
should hop on and play up for all it is worth 
that it is a Howard Hughes production star- 
ring the most gorgeous beauty on the Ameri- 
can screen.’’ —HOLLYWOOD FILMOGRAPH 
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| Skouras Bros. in Good Form on Fox 





Buy—Friendly Relations with Par 


While not directly interested in 
the Skouras leasing of 47 Greater 
New York theatres from Fox, Para- 
mount is on record as ready to give 
every moral support and encourage- 
ment to the Skouras Brothers to- 
ward the successful operation of 
those former Fox houses. This 
means the film releases which the 
Skouras need from their Paramount 
agreement in order to take over the 
Fox spots will be forthcoming. 

This matter as now being ar- 
ranged calls for a slightly different 
set-up of the present Paramount- 
Skouras partnership, which will re- 
main under any event. Feeling in- 
side is that the Skouras in taking 
ever the Fox spots must have some 
eertain big financial support from 
downtown. This is likely hinted as 
being Hayden, Stone & Co., with 
whom Spyros Skouras is known to 
be very friendly. 

So far no date has been set as to 
when the Fox houses will be taken 
ever by Skouras, but indications 
point to any time now. For a while 
it looked the Skouras might 
assume operation of the houses last 
week or the early part of this week 
but delayed on account of inventory 
taking and additional formality in 
signing leases, 

Something for Par 

Skouras in obtaining Paramount's 
permission to run the former Fox 
spots may grant certain concessions 
in their present contractual ar- 
rangement with that company, 
whereby Paramount may ad- 
ditional percentage of interest in 
the profit sharing basis of the Par- 
Skouras theatres as currently oper- 
ating. This does not extend to the 
Fox houses lately taken over, 

A conjecture is that Par may gain 
&n additional 10% iImterest. This 
arrangement is merely a business 
angle taken from the view that the 


Vilen 
sine 


gain 





Skouras Brother in thus hopping 


10-15¢ HOUSE HURTS 


Bijou Chattanooga, Reopened With 


Sound 
Chattanooga, Tenn., Oct. 12. 
Bijou, former stock, road and 
picture house, has reopened here 


with sound by the Bijou Co., affili- 
ated with Signal Theatres. 

F. H. Roach is manager. 

Roach says he is dickering 
Publix for the closed Bonita, 
10c. silent house. 

Bijou’s 10-15c. policy hurting 
lecal houses. First run and pick of 
seconds are being booked from Fox, 
Universal, and Tiffany so _ far, 
Roach said. 


with 
old 





ANDERSON’S 4 CHANGES 
Oct. 142. 
The Mary Anderson will open this 
Saturday (17) with a 
run policy under M, Sitow 
prises, Agreement made 
Lisbon, of Cincinnati, 
on a partnership basis. 
Theatre will have four 
weekly. Sitow now operates Ken- 
tucky theatre as second run house. 


Louisville, 


subsequent 
Enter- 
with I 
to run house 


changes 





out to operate an independent com- 
pany and away from Paramount 
are taking services or some super- 


vision that otherwise would have 
been wholly concentrated on Par- 
Skouras theatre holdings. 
Paramount, friendly to the 
Skouras, may even offset this by 
letting matters stand solely as is, 
pending certain outlooks on the 


premise as given that Par would 
feel sufficient even unto losing some 
ground themselves just to favor the 
Skouras position for the latter. 

So far as official comment seems 
to say, neither Skouras nor Para- 
mount looks for any hitch on some 
amicable arrangement between 
them, 





laid 





Operators Offer Allied 
Classification Relief 
In Cermak Parleys 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

With both sides talking all last 
week chances of near settlement be- 
tween Allied exhibs and the motion 
pieture operators’ union remains a 
tossup. Another confab is slated 
for Tuesday (13) at which time the 
Allied group is expected to submit 
their demands. 


Although Thomas E. 
been 


Maloy has 
absent from town for a week 
the union stood pat, refusing at any 
time to consider modification of the 
two-man rule. It is believed the 
Allied is now convinced the union 
will not deter from that point and 
as a last resort will consider tem- 
porary relief in scale and certain 
conditions, something they could 
have had all the time without bat- 
tling. 
Publix Concerned 

Another important angle in the 
affray is the entrance of Publix- 
B&K in the argument, following 
stench bombing of four of its 

Although Publix is not 
up in the fight it offered to 
in the arbitration for the good 
of the industry, sending Leo Spitz, 
its attorney, to sit in on the meet- 
ings. Mayor Cermak’s interest in 
the controversy i: still rife. The 
mayor has been in close touch with 
all the conferences now taking place 
in Corporation Counsel William 
Sexton's office, 


houses. 


mixed 


In the peace proposal offered by 
the operators the 100 or more the- 
atres involved are divided in three 
classes. Terms for Class I would 
include permission for owners of 25 
th -.utres in this class to double in 
the booth in place of the second 
operator. Provision of course cov- 
ers the owner must hold a union 
card. In both Classes 2 and 3 the 
operators will accept salary reduc- 
tions of from one to 25%. This plan, 
however, is tentative and subject to 
ratification by the union in case it 
is accepted by the theatre owners. 





Chi Buying Groups Go Blooey 





Midwest Latest Fiasco—Exhibs Making Own 
Deals Now 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Film buying circuits which, until 
43.7 
Liuis 


re na n> isla a 
S&iauaiu £t1vs Ui ve 


are 


year, were 


Chicago and vicinity 


going the 


way of the button-topped shoe. 
This season they are collapsing} 
rapidly all through the midwest, 


and it is unlikely that they will re- 
turn to their former strength for at 
least a couple of years. 


A few months ago practically every | 


one of the 400 or so theatres in 
Cook County district were being 
booked through a central buying 
bureau. This year, separate buying 
is the rule, with the exhibitors stat- 
ing that they themselves are the 
best buyers and bookers for their 
houses. And, in most cases, it’s oke 
with the buyers, who have had 
plenty of headaches in payment for 
the $15 weekly they got from each 
theatre on their books. 

Midwest booking circuit is the 
latest and largest to blow up, with 
Lou Reinheimer and Floyd Brockell 
splitting, each taking their own few 
theatres. Midwest got socked two 
fatal uppercuts last month, when 
the »«Simansky-Miller and the Ess- 
aness theatres pulled out. In both 
cases it was primarily an economy 
move. And in the other instances 
of exhibs pulling away from buying 
groups, it’s the ultimate economy 
angie, 

Now Alert 

Much of the decay of the central 
buying idea at present is attributed 
to the times. In the good days, the 
exhib would leave the buying and 
booking to the circult. For $15 a 
week he could spend his afternoons 
at the ball games instead of film 
row, and still end the week to neat 
profits. This year things are tougher 
and the exhibs are not only anxious 
to save those 15 smacks, but are 
becoming more interested in just 
what pictures are being bought and 
booked for their own, as well as 
the competing, theatres. 


Exhibs who formerly took a let-it- 
eo attitude, are now fighting at ths 


exchanges for every advantage In 
most instances the exhib is discov- 
ering that he can get just as good 
or better deals on his own; that a 


man arguing for his own livelihood 
does a better job of it than an out- 
sider. 


Exhibs, besides, are leery of the 
practice indulged in by the group 
ifilm buyers of playing one house 
against another in order to force 


exchanges to come through on cer- 
tain deals. In many instances the 
exhibs find that the buyer has not 
secured certain product for them, 
merely because the buyer has been 
having a fight with some exchange 


manager. 
Other heavy point against the 
buying groups is the fear of fa- 


voritism; that the film buyer might 
make a better deal for a competing 
house. Exhibs are also convincing 
themselves that it’s innately im- 
possible for one man to buy picture 
for theatres in competing terri- 
tories; that he can’t be on both 
sides of the fence, 





Small Town’s Own News 


By WB at $500 Monthly 


Santa Barbara, Oct. 12. 

This town isn't too small to have 
its own talker news. Warners make 
it for its ace house, fresh every two 
weeks. About a reel and a half, 
costing $500 a month. 

Stuff is shot silent here and taken 
to Hollywood for talkerizing. Paul 
Whitney, Santa Barbara newspaper 
man, does the monolog. 

One shot showed a bunch of kids 
on the scram for a picnic and Whit- 
ney dubbed it: ‘Well, it looks like 
the marines have landed and have 
the situation well in hand.’ Squawks 
on this came in for days, 
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Permanent Address:—233 West 42d St., N. Y. C. 





AFTER 15 WEEKS ON BROADWAY AT $3.00 TOP, 
PENING FOR PUBLIX, WORLD’S FINEST MYSTERY UNIT 


THE PROPHET OF BOX OFFICE PROFITS 





Phone, Wisconsin 0148 








EUGENE BROUSSARD, First Tenor 


THIS WEEK (OCT. 9), CAPITOL, NEW YORK, ON BILL WITH WILLIAM HAINES 


HERMAN HUNT, Second Tenor 


FIRST NEW YORK APPEARANCE 


THE MONITORS 


MASTERS OF MELODY 


Direction MEYER NORTH 


HOLLEY MORET, Baritone 


TOM MURRAY, Basso 











O£ the 





RAYMOND GUION 


Original Cast 


“Young Sinners” and “Cradle Snatchers” 


Is Now GENE RAYMOND 


Under Contract to 


and Paramount-Publix Corp. 


Current Release, “‘PERSONAL MAID,” for Paramount 


Lee Shubert 
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DISTINGUISHED SUPPORTING CAST 
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igh-Grade EK 3 tt 
ood High-Grade Entertainment: 
2 2 
—Says The Film Daily 
A picture that spells money-in-the-box- ..-A life-time of drama and emotion packed : 
office... Sensational novel and Cosmopolitan into two turns of the clock ...Written for the | 
magazine serial...Strong, dollar-pulling cast screen by Louis Weitzenkorn, author of “Five 
... Performances that keep audiences thrilled Star Final”. Areal,important-money picture! 
It's Always A Good Season For Goed Pictures 
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Susanne Macht Ordnung 


(Continued from page 15) 


in a boarding school who decides to 
find out who her parents are and 
straighten out her family affairs. 
She manages to unscramble four or 
five married couples by calling the 
male in each ‘poppa’ before she 
finds her father. For a finale all 
the couples meet unexpectedly in a 
night club with naturally ensuing 
complications. 


Wouldn’t be so bad if it weren’t 
so painfully dragged out that most 
of the fun is lost. Of the two songs, 
ene sounds fairly good though re- 
miniscent. Kau}. 


Meine Frau, Die Hoch- 


staplerin 


(‘My Wife, the Swindler’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Sept. 24. 

Ufa production and release. Production 
management, Bruno Duday. Direction, 
Kurt Gerron. Idea and manuscript, Ernst 
Wolff, Dr. Friedrich Zeckendorf and Philipp 
Lothar Mayring. Photography, Eugen 
Schuefftan and Karl Puth: sound, Walter 
Tjaden. Music and songs, Willi Kollo. 
Recorded on Klangfilm. Starring Heinz 
Ruehmann, Kaethe von Nagy, Fritz 
Gruenbaum, Hermann Valentin, Alfred 
Abel, Maly Delschaft, Theo Lingen, Hans 
Wassmann, Fritz Alberti, Else Heims. At 
Gloria Palast, Berlin. Running time, 87 
minutes, 





And again a hit for Ufa, which 
will also turn into a box-office suc- 
cess. It is a film for everybody's 
taste. All the more gratifying as 
the plot is of a higher level and very 
original. No uniforms nor the gen- 
eral stupid jokes that are at present 
in vogue here. This talker is just 
the contrary. It shows things which 
concern all of us; our troubles, our 
time, our wishes are treated herein 
a charming and intelligent way. 

A young bank employe is being 
led by his loving wife away from a 
big business to bring him success 
and money. His wife is doing a lit- 
tle high-class swindling. She pawns 
all valuables and moves to a hotel 
to look for a business opening for 
her husband. She succeeds finally 
to start and settle a big business, 
making her husband manager of the 
large sausage factory. 

Kurt Gerron, unlucky with his 
cabaret talkers, proves here to be 
an average good director who leads 
his actors in a discreet way. The 
center of all becomes unintention- 








Surely Your Theatre 
Will Be Celebrating 


MICKEY MOUSE’S 
3rd BIRTHDAY 


Saturday, October 24 


7 ate 
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REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 


. FOR 
Professional and Amateur 
35 West 45th St. 


NEW YORK 





SYLVIA SIDNEY 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 














ally Fritz Gruenbaum, known from 
the cabaret, who in a medium role 
becomes an outstanding figure. He 
represents a iittle hotel schieber in 
the truest and most comic way. 

Kaete von Nagy, refined and 
sweet, with her husband, Heinz 
Ruehmann, represents the couple 
which nolens volens glides into the 
Upper Ten. Only they should not 
sing. Must there always be songs? 
One thing is wanted for singing— 
voice. Neither has it. 

Alfred Abel makes a personality 
out of an unimportant figure. Daly 
Delschaft, Theo Lingen and Fritz 
Alberti complete the number of the 
actors, of which Hubert von Mey- 
rinck strikes by an excellent char- 
acter study of a salesman in a 
salon of haute couture. Else Heims, 
the former wife of Max Reinhardt, 
gives a Berlin lodging-house keeper 
full of life. 

Tone reproduction was clear and 
neat; photography excellent. Some 
cutting would perhaps speed up the 
tempo of the play. Magnus. 


FIRST AID 


Ralph Like credited with production. 
Distributed through Sono Art-Worldwide. 
Directed by Stuart Paton. Story and dialog 
by Mike Simmons. Jules Cronjager, cam- 
eraman. Grant Withers and Marjorie 
Beebe, featured. Cast: Wheeler Oakman, 
Donald Keith, William Desmond, Paul 
Panzer, Ernie Adams, George Cheesboro, 
Harry Shutan, Billy Gilbert, Stuart Hall. 
At the Stanley, N. Y., one day, Oct. 9. 
Running time, 60 mins. 





Blundering city police, some in- 
visible crooks, and a doctor who 
spends most of his time in a cheap 
dancehall are the leading characters. 
A bit of screen writing described as 
‘slorifying the American ambulance 
surgeon.’ Smalli-price film fare and 
mediocre entertainment for those 
spots. 

Story is farfetched, even in the 
crook series. After the police have 
muffed a couple of dozen leads, with 
comedy touches pasted in, they 
finally get wise that the prescrip- 
tion the imprisoned doc is sending 
out isan S OS. Meantime the doc 
has operated on a wounded thief 
because the healthy bandits want to 
get the address of the cached jew- 
els. When it’s all over, the doc gets 
the sick crook off because, as he 
tells the police, he wants to marry 
the lad's sister. 

Grant Withers ambles through as 
the doctor, with Marjorie Beebe*do- 
ing the ten-cent dancer. Donald 
Keith does the brother, and Wheeler 
Oakman makes ar old-time villain 





without the whiskers Waly. 
THE BLUE IDOL 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 


(With Songs) 
Budapest, Oct. 1. 


Palatinus production and release. Di- 
rected by Lajos Lazar. Manuscipt, Miklos 
Lorincz and Dezso Farago. Adapted from 
story by Adorjan Bonyi. Music, Laszlo 
Angyal. Lyrics, Imre Harmath. Photog- 
raphy, Istvan Eiben. Sound, Ferenc Lohr 
and Dustman. Cast: Oscar Beregi, Paul 
Javor, Fyula Gozon, Nelly Redei, Sandor 
Pethes, Maklary, Venrey, Sarossy, Rosie 
Kiraly, Paul Fekete, Mimi Princz, Laszio 
Dezsoffy, Sandor Peti. Recorded on Tobis- 
Klangfilm at the Hunnia Studos, Pre- 
sented at Royal Apollo, Budapest. 





First big Hungarian-made all- 
talker produced without foreign as- 
sistance, financial or technical. A 
proof that good Hungarian pictures 
can be made. 

Story is set in America. Hun- 
garian baron, who has gone broke 
at home, is employed as a waiter in 
a speakeasy. His faithful butler, 
Peter, has a job in the same place. 
Baron recognizes one of his wealthy 
relatives at a table and refuses to 
serve him. Manager fires him, and 
Peter quits too. When they get 
their wages they sit down as guests. 

Wealthy young girl is seated op- 
posite with her uncle. Lottery 
tickets are sold, and George and 
Mary, the baron and the girl, each 
wins one-sixth of a farm. George 
and Peter go to settle on the farm. 
Three other proprietors are there, 
and finally the girl too. 

A dispute over fortune hunting, 
and finally the baron learns his es- 
tate has been redeemed and he is 
again a rich man, so he can marry 
the girl. 

Story lacks originality and fs 
built ‘more or less on well-known 
American lines, but there is much 
that is novel and amusing, espe- 
cially in the roles of Peter and the 
three gambling farmers. Julius 
Gozon as Peter excellently cast, and 
fairly carries the action. His song 
number is very big over here, Javor 
as the baron is handsome. All the 








Frank MASTERS = GAUTHIER o~ 


“NONSENSE BURNERS” 
WITH F. & M. “DREAM HOUSE” IDEA 
This Week, PARADISE, CHICAGO—Week Oct. 9, FOX, ST. LOUIS, MO. 














FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


Headlining “VACATION DAYS” Idea 
Personal Direction HARRY FENTELL 











men are good, but not so the 
women. 

Nelly Redei as Mary has never 
before figured on the Hungarian 
stage or screen. She is a very weak 
number. Voice is unpleasant and 
gestures ungainly. 

Photography and recording are 
faultless, equivalent to the best 
American or German pictures. This 
first Hungarian talker at least 
shows much promise. Jacobi, 





Wer Nimmt Liebe Ernst 
(‘Who Takes Love Seriously’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

serlin, Oct. 1. 


Terrafilm production and release. Di- 
rected, Erich Engel. Music, Wilhelm 
Gross; manuscript, Hermann Kosterlitz 


and Curt Alexander; photograptry, Curt 
Courant; sound, Hans Grimm. Recorded 
on Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast: Max Hansen, 
Jenny Jugo, Otto Waliburg, Willi Schur, 


Hedwig Wangel, Hugo Fischer-Koeppe, 
Ernst Morgan, Ernst Behmer, Frigga 
Braut and Hans Ritter, Running time, 
80 mins, 


A hit and in many ways a sur- 
prise due to the direttor, Erich En- 
gel, discovery of the actor, Willi 
Schur, for the manuscript, and also 
Jenny Jugo. A sure comedy success 
with the fullest right to be so. 

Picture is very simple, nothing’s 
overdone and no imposing of any 
kind. Story deals with two loafers 
whe swindle for small things. Dogs 
are stolen and returned to the 


owners for the reward, etc. It is 
done by Erich Engel with so 


mach charm and real humor that 
it is hard to believe that this is En- 
gel's first picture. Engel is one of 
Germany's best stage directors, 
who also directed this film. 

And even above Engei here is 
Willi Schur. Without any question 
the outstanding figure in this pic- 
ture. What Engel can make of an 
actress, otherwise nearly always 
amateurish is demonstrated by 
Jenny Jugo. She is a changed 
person. In smaller parts Otto Wall- 
burg, Ernst Morgan, Ernst Behmer 
and Frigga Braut register ade- 
quately. Magnus. 


Man from Death Valley 


Monogram production. State-right re- 
lease. Directed by Lloyd Nosler. Story by 
Lloyd Nosler and G. A. Durlam. Tom 
Tyler featured. Cast: John Oscar, Gina 
Carrado, Stanley lystone, Betty Mack and 
Si Jenks. At Loew’s New York, N. Y., 
one day, Oct. 6, as half double feature. 
Running time, 61 minutes, 

Quite a bit of action in this west- 
ern, and fit for double feature bills. 

Story is highly implausible but 
plenty of gunfire and a few good 
fistfigiits, so neither the kids nor any 
of the other western fans will mind 
the yarn. Tyler is made a mysteri- 
ous chap from the beginning. Rides 
into town to see his girl, after a long 
absence, to find her engaged to the 
local sheriff. On the way he over- 
hears a plan to rob the bank, so 
Tyler stages the holdup first to get 
the money. 

Caught and jailed, from which 
the girl helps him to escape, and all 
turns out well when the sheriff and 
the Mex villains are disclosed as 
partners, with Tyler a secret service 
man, 

The main punches are tossed at 
each other by Tyler and the sheriff. 


BERGE IN FLAMMEN 


(‘Mountains in Flames’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(German Version) 

Berlin, Oct. 2. 


Marcel Vandal and Charles Delac pro- 
duction and release. Production manage- 
ment, Pierre O'Connell, Direction, Karl 
Hart! and Luis Trenker; manuscript, Luis 
Trenker; music, Dr. Guiseppe 3ecce; 
photography, Allgeier, Benitz, Vitrotti. 
Sound, Birkhofer, Dittman, Grimm. Re- 
corded on Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast: Luis 
Trenker, Lissi Arna, Luigi Serventi, Claus 
Clausen, and Paul Greatz Running time, 
101 mins, At Ufa Palast am Zoo, Perlin. 














A successful talker with interna- 
tional aspects. If the English and 
I'rench versions are near the Ger- 
man it should bring excellent box- 
office results. Cost of production 
for all three versions is reported 
not exceeding $150,000. 

This Luis Trenker talker is dif- 
ferent from his others on the mag- 
nitude of mountains. He shows 
here how nature is being soiled by 
war, how the mountains are being 
violated by shells. Film shows the 
deciding moments of the battles in 
the dolomites between Austrians 
and Italians and the blowing up of 
a whole mount by Austrians, 

Musical arrangements by Gui- 
seppe Becce is excellent and dia- 
| log only in a very limited way. 
| There is a slight story for principal 
| characters to be followed. Magnus, 


Metro Still Behind with 
Work from Last Season 








‘Susan Lenox’ (Garbo) invades 
the Capitoi, New York, for two 
weeks starting Friday (16) and 


‘Phantom of Paris’ (Gilbert), an- 
other Metro long in arriving, goes 
in Oct. 30. 

Both pictures were sold on last 
year’s Metro contract but are being 
delivered away behind in the east. 
Another on the 30-31 list yet to be 
jeg for New York is ‘Sidewalks 
of New York’ (Keaton). 
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BUT 


DAVE 


SCHOOLER 


Is Still Broadway’s 
Premier M. C. Entertainer 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 

“That Dave Schooler has a following here and on his return after 
some months of absence looks a natural. Placing Schooler back Yooks 
to be one of those side winks by Louis Sidney, Loew's productions chief, 
who likes to delve into public reactions every once in a while by putting 
in a ringer. With idea being around generally M. C. stuff is through 
here it is starting all over again and apparently successful, aud maybe 
it's just Schooler practically next to closing—he put it over to speak 
his own okay. The Hale girls smile and work like they want to. That 
makes a big difference. Maybe that’s Schooler, too." —*“VARIETY.” 























CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


“To Schooler’'s knowledge of 
vaude decorum, has been added 


“Dave Schooler, who was fc 
for many results of rich experience 
months master of ceremonies at the the picture houses, In the 
Capitol, and, incidentally, one of the m. c.ing, Schooler learned to 


talk and dance. Pacing an 
act comes easy, apparently, 
after a few years of pacing 
presentations While he 25 


most popular m, c.’s this house has 
ever had, Schooler has developed 
into a finished performer in every b th 
won minutes ia turn consumed at 
way. He has a good style of an- the Palace is excessive aay- 
nouncing, is versatile as a comedian, way in another's hands _ it 
a dancer and the introducer of a might have been ruinous. For 
applause at this performance 
number, as well as being an excellent 


they were distinctiy the pace 
concert pianist.”—“BILLBOARD.” makers.” —“\¥ ARIETY.” 











| 
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“Now swinging around the Loew de- 
luxers for the seventh consecutive time 
after two years of permanent engage- 
ments at the Capitol and Paradise, New 
York, under the able guidance of Louis 
K. Sidney, Arthur Knorr and Chester 
Hale.”’ 
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“BETTER THAN ‘IN OLD ARIZONA‘ 
BAXTER SCORES DISTINCT HIT’ 


Florabel Muir of N. Y. Daily News 








® 
“SUPERIOR IN EVERY WAY” 


Superior in every way to “In Old Arizona.” Warner Baxter 
scores a distinct hit. Edmund Lowe very good. Conchita Montenegro 
proves she is star material. One of the most beautifully photographed 
pictures. Beautiful settings. —Florabel Muix of N. Y. Daily News 


“IDEAL FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT” 


“The, Cisco Kid” thrilled and pleased a capacity audience. 
It is a magnificent picture .... Wholesome, unusual and colorful enter- 
tainment ... Warner Baxter exceptionally fine. Conchita Montenegro is 
in for big things. Lowe his usual good self... Ideal family entertain- 
ment. By all means see it. 


“A PIP! 


Previewed “Cisco Kid” last night...It is a pip. Warner Baxter 
and Edmund Lowe score again. —Los Angeles Express 


“IT’S GRAND” 


Humor is splendid, love-making torrid, acting admirable. 
Result: “Cisco Kid” is grand. Guarantees lots of healthy laughs from 
any. audience. A credit to Fox. —N. Y. State Exhibitor 


“IRRESISTIBLE APPEAL” 


If you want.a perfect example of the great progress made 
by the talkies, keep your eyes open for “The Cisco Kid.” Every type of 
audience will enjoy it. Fascinating, fast moving, beautifully photographed, 
superbly told romance, adorable characters that always seem real, most 
gorgeous outdoor settings seen in any picture shown here. Has irresist- 
ible appeal. —Long Beach (Calif.) Post-Telegram 


“A DISTINCT TRIUMPH” 


“The Cisco Kid” is a distinct triumph for Fox. A picture of 
superb performances and beautiful eyefulls. —Hollywood News 


O.HENRY’S romantic bad man 


HE Cis 








—Long Beach (Calif.) Sun. 





€O KID 


with 


~ WARNER BAXTER 
<a. EDMUND LOWE 


Conchita Montenegro -° 


Nora Lane 
Directed by IRVING CUMMINGS 
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BOOST YOUR FAMILY BUSINESS with “THE CISCO KID” 
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7 WISE CHILD: 


‘¢ It’s only more of that old canned sound, and I’m 
tired of it.”’ 


Exploitations 


| Foremost Film Writers 
and Dialogicians 





(Continuc1 from page 19) 


dirty windows giving on an empty 
interior. He made the proposition 
that he would keep the windows 
washed and the spaces attractively 
filled if he were permitted to use the 
space for advertising. He was given 
a set of keys and once a week he 4 
sends a man around to wash the 
windows inside and out. The spaces 
are kept filled with attractive pos- 
ters and stills. _ ow 

One store was rented merely be- 
cause the new tenant figured that 
if the theatre could draw to the 
window with its display, he could 
do the same thing with his own at- 
tractive dressings. 











Still Writing Together 


GROVER JONES 


and 


WILLIAM SLAVENS 


WicNUTT 
FOR PARAMOUNT 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS V-10-15 
1440 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 

Gentlemen: Without further obligation on my 
part, please enroll my name in the Music Defense 
League as one who is opposed to the elimination of 
Living Music from the Theatre. 


Ture is one way to protest against 
the elimination of LIVING MUSIC from 
the theatre: Add your voice to those of 


Employment Bureau 























Employment bureaus are being millions who have joined the Music De- Soci 
— planned for the coming winter as oe 
a good will gesture. As worked by fense League, It costs nothing, carries Adivess 
JOSEPH JACKSON one “ee mies men ig oe by mer cone 
trades. The bureau is located at s s 
N Adacti the stage door, to keep the front of no obligation. Sign and mail the CUY....vove BOBS... cs -sverneonne 
‘ reed apting the house clear, and the men are coupon! 
HIGH PRESSURE’ required to give references, which p 


for WILLIAM POWELL 
at WARNER BROTHERS 


are looked up. 
The theatre is 
its ‘Mr. Fixit’ 


advertising that 
is available for odd 





jobs. 





faucet 


If a woman wants a leaky 


sent 





fixed, a 


plumber is 


around and it is the same with jobs 
in other lines, men being picked by 
trade, where possible. For general 
work the name at the top of the 
list is given the first call and even | 
an artisan is glad to get a chance 
to earn a little money beating a 
rug or moving a piano if there is 
nothing in his own line. Meantime 
the housewives appreciate the con- 
venience and some are’even helping 
by looking up jobs. 


} THE AMERICAN 
FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS 


(Comprising 140,000 professional musicians in the United States and Canada} 
JOSEPH N. WEBER, President, 1440 Broadway, New York, N. Y, 





HOWARD J. GREEN 


Writer 


Representative: Arthur M. Landau 











Helping the Merchant 


RALPH SPENCE 
Co-operation between merchants 
and the theatre is getting so com- 
R-K-O mon that some managers are fall- 
é ing into the error of regarding it 
as their right to let the other fellow 
pay the bills. They forget that co- 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing and 
Where and Why 








Roland in Idea 


Ruth Roland opened in Fanchon 
and Marco ‘Cozy Corner’ Idea in 
Fox Par theatre, Portland, Septem- 
ber 3. F. & M. is featuring old-time 
star above Idea, and reports are that 
she is clicking well. Hubby, Ben 
Bard, is with the F. & M. ‘All at 
Sea’ Idea, 


Completes Cast 


Gae Foster has completed her cast 
for F. & M.’s ‘Parasols’ Idea. It now 
contains Sheldon and Frayne, Capt. 
Willie Mauss, Mignon, Anthony, the 
whistler, and Erline. It is in this 
unit that sixteen gals will ride uni- 
cycles in formation for first time on 
any stage. 


Hollywood Kidded 

Now Hollywood is to be gently 
kidded in an F. & M. presentation. 
Larry Ceballos is preparing a unit 
to be called ‘Premiere’ Idea, In it 
he will present types which are evi- 
dent at every five-dollar opening in 
Holly wood. 


McDonald Signed 


Jim McDonald, labeled ‘The Seri- 
@us Mug’ has been signed to appear 
in Fanchon and Marco Idea. Will 
be assisted by a gang of stooges, 
including Ray, Mack and Conrad 
and Joe Valle. 


Armida Booked 


The Shuberts announce the en- 
gagement of Armida for their new 
musical production, ‘Best Wishes.’ 
Armida was brought out in a Fan- 
chon and Marco unit and then fea- 
tured by Gus Edwards, going to 
Broadway last season in ‘Nina 
Rosa.’ 








Claudia Etherizes ’Em 


Claudia Coleman, of Fanchon and 
Marco's ‘Exotique’ Idea, made a hit 
on the air at station WTAG, Wor- 
cester, Mass. Then the Worcester 
‘Gazette’ discovered that the sweet- 
singing Miss Coleman had been an 
air favorite at one of the first radio 
stations in her native Texas at San 
Antonio. 





So Does Jerry 


Brooklyn (N. Y.) ‘Times’ does a 
rave over Jerry Franks, F. and M. 
Radio Idea, and Teddy King, F. and 
M. master of ceremonies and or- 
chestra director at Fox Audubon 
theatre. Says Franks, King and 
musicians ‘are a novelty and worth 
listennig to,’ which is considered 
high praise from a conservative 
radio editor. 





Fair Play 


Fanchon and Marco ‘Ideas’ (Fair 
Department) are being featured on 
two stages at the Pomona (Cal). 
Fair, where twelve blue-clad Sun- 
kists on stilted skates are a par- 
ticular sensation, along with Zarro 
and Vallon, male _ skaters; the 
Perrys, shooting act, and Dawn and 
Scott, acrobats. 


Hello, Eduardo! 


Eduardo Delgado, who took sev- 
eral prizes when he studied voice at 
the National Conservatory of Music, 
Mexico City, and is known in musi- 
cal circles throughout Latin Amer- 
ica, is renewing acquaintance with 
the United States through his en- 
gagement as ‘Mexican master of 
ceremonies’ with Fanchon and 
Marco's ‘La Plaza’ Idea.’ 


F. and M. Debut 


Nash and Fately, a comedy team, 
play their first Fanchon and Marco 
engagement when they join ‘Hot 
Java’ Idea at the Paramount thea- 
tre, Toledo, November 6. 


Roland Love Club 


Reunion of members of old Ruth 
Roland Club of screen admirers will 
take place in Chicago through ef- 
forts of W. W. Pine, of Balaban & 
Katz, when Fanchon and Marco’s 
‘Cozy Corner’ Idea, featuring Ruth’s 
stage appearance, plays that city. 


Yeah, We Know 


Portiand ‘Oregonian’s’ recogni- 
tion of F. and M.’s place in show 
world is brought out when this 
famous newspaper, answering a 
reader who signs, ‘P. G. D.’ and 
asks for whereabouts of Ruth Den- 
nis, says ‘Oregonian’ hasn’t her ad- 
dress, but undoubtedly ‘Fanchon 
and Marco, Los Angeles, would 
know.’ 
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Portland, Ore., Oct. 7. 
Hello Charlie: 
Last week at Seattle was a pip 


week. Four shows Friday, Satur- 
day and Sunday and three the rest 
of week. Plenty of 
and the audience fine. 
Johnny Jess, who used to play 
‘Bringing Up Tather,’ greets you 
and a dozen stories of the old days. 
I had plenty of laughs with him 
during the week. Carl] Ritter comes 
back stage almost every day and 
we exchanged stories about the old 
Orpheum days. Carl looks fine and 


the business 


still has his heart in show busi- 
ness. ‘Stuby’ is stage manager and 


a swell guy. Joe Cooper is press 
agent and puts over some great 
stuff. There’s a kid artist here do- 
ing lobby displays who is going to 
make the big city soon. And Tiny 
3urnette is still on the job as leader 
of a great orchestra. 

I tell you Charlie there ain't 
nothing that helps an actor more 
than when a leader looks up at him, 
smiles, and acts human. Tiny sure 
does that besides playing the music 
swell. I guess many a time he’d 
like to give a raspberry at some 
of the gags he must listen to all 
week, but he knows the racket and 
encourages everybody. 

Jimmy O'Neill 

You know Seattle is 
O'Neill’s wife’s home town. Every- 
body you meet asks if you know 
Jimmy. He spends half the year in 
New York with Irving Tishman 
producing acts for a big headache 
and the other half he comes out 
here to cure it. He has a swell 
home. I guess he built it away out 
here in Seattle so the New York 
chiselers couldn’t do him out of it. 
He and Irving Tishman are nice 
guys when shaved. 

Well Charlie at last I got a break. 
You remember me telling you a few 
weeks ago that one of Bergman’s 
dogs expected a family and that he 
promised me one? It happened on 
our opening day in Seattle, four 
puppies, and I had the choice, so 
I picks myself the best one, it is 
supposed to be a full blooded fox 
terrier but by the looks of him and 
the rest of the pups he must have 
got mixed up with Marie Hart- 
man’s gang on that lay off week 
coming from St. Paul. I don’t care 
what breed he is. They tell me that 
mutts make the best trick dogs. I 
figure they gotta learn tricks or 
else how can a mutt get along in 
these tough times? 

Squaring the Report 

Bergman was kinda sore and 
worried because he couldn’t work 
the dog in Seattle and figures he 
may get a bad report. I told him 
not to worry, everything would be 
okay because he promised the man- 
ager’s wife one of the pups. He is 
supposed to send it to her in five 
weeks. By that time he can find 
out from his agent if the guy sent 
in a bad report. By the time Berg- 
man plays back there the mgr. may 
become a district manager and then 
have so many troubles, he’ll forget 
all about it. 

Bergman is nice to me because 
I let him check out on my tickets 
and he saves 35 pounds excess every 
week which aint bad, seeing what it 
costs out here. The straight man 
is kinda sore and makes wise 
cracks about the pup because his 
wife wanted one and didn’t get it. 
I wanted to tell him plenty but I 
figures why get in an argument 
with the guy I have to play with 
for 20 more weeks. 

Silly Season 


Seattle is about he spot the 
shows get sort of silly. They make 
Pictures of each other and hang it 
up on the call board. Some smart 
guy made one of me carrying a big 
basket of groceries. Supposed to be 
funny on account of my _ buying 
stuff for the apartment that the girl 
has. Y am eating there every day. 
I found out home cooking helps my 
trick stomach any anyway the girl 
insisted that she pays half the gaff 
80 it aint costing me hardly any- 
thing and I aint no John. She is 
knitting me ties and they are swell. 
Sure a handy kid. 

There is plenty of good liquor in 


Jimmy 


Seattle and it comes right from 
Vancouver. Costs about three bucks 
more but worth it. I’m practically 
on the wagon. F just bought two 
bottles to celebrate the pup’s birth- 
day. I gave one to Bergman and 
the girl and 1 finished the other 
one. JT also gave a counpie of shots 
to the single guy. He's been hav- 
Ins trouble with his wife and 


heeded a drink. I don’t think they're 
Bonna last the whole trip ‘cause he 





Indie Booker’s Autos 
To Transport His Shows 


John Coutts, indie booker, will 
shortly try out a new system in 
handling acts. Coutts has purchased 
two seven passenger cars and is 
equipping them with large trunk 
racks to handle scenery. Cars will 
carry all acts playing his dates. 


Coutts is going to arrange his 
time so that he can send a com- 


plete five act unit over the trip for 
a first half opening. Last half will 
start another five act troupe. Each 
will travel in the big cars and join 
together for a 10 act Sunday bill 
at the Shubert Newark at the end 
of the tour, 

If possible he intends to have the 
acts garage their own cars, if any. 


$500 Budget Kills Vande 
In Los Angeles De Luxe 





Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Creditors who are running the 
Los Angeles theatre pull stage 
shows out of the house this Wednes- 
day. Too little money for talent 
didn’t give Johnny Beck any lee- 
way to build drawing power. Budget 
was $500 a week for talent. 

Beck, who had been on the job 
for a week, returns to the RKO 
booking department here. 





Publix Slips Alice White 
4 More Midwest Weeks 


Alice White’s Publix stage book- 
ings have been extended four more 
weeks, and all at the same salary— 
$2,500. Miss White is currently in 
Buffalo. 

Miss White’s added weeks are 
Toledo, Minneapolis and St. Louis, 
with a return for one week to Chi- 
cago. 





Chi Palace’s 8 

RKO’s eight-act experiment for 
the Palace, Chicago, has been set 
for Oct. 17. 

First of these bills is composed 
of Healy and Cross, Barry and 
Whitledge, Shean and Cantor, Dia- 
mond Boys, Donatella Brothers and 
Carmen, Sidney Page, Grace Doro 
and Gilbert Brothers. 





Hyde’s Local ‘Follies’ 


Victor Hyde has returned to pro- 
ducing local ‘Follies’ with a differ- 
ent hookup than when he did sucha 
series for the Loew circuit. New 
hook-up is through a daily paper 
in each town. 

First of the Hyde-daily-paper 
shows will open at Bridgeport Oct. 
24 at the Fox Majestic. Everything 
is staged personally by Hyde with 
the dailies furnishing costumes and 
whatever extra scenery, outside of 
regular house equipment, is needed. 





PURCELL AS ACT 
Charles Purcell, tenor, has closed 
with ‘The Chocolate Soldier’ re- 
vival in New York and is returning 
to vaude, 
With him will appear 
Wayne, singer and composer. 


Mabe! 





HARRIS’ TWO ACTS 
Dave Harris and his son, Frankie 
are going out as two acts. In addi- 
tion to their own turn, they will 
also head a band act, 
Under the new lineup they star 
Oct. 17 for RKO. 


Murphy’s Loew Route 


30b Murphy’s first time for Loew | * 


in seven years wili take place Oct. 
17. 





| sign 





Murphy starts a Loew 
that date for both vaude 
luxe film houses, 


route on | 
and de! 





is already asking what the fares 
and sleepers cost to New York. He 
may Le getting ready to ship her 
home, with his golf sticks. 

I'm gonna lay off the hard stuff 
because I wanna look good when 1} 
hit Los Angeles on account of may- |} 
be landing a picture job. 

Best to you and the Mrs. Sez 

Your pal, Bobo. |; 





The New Generation 


Dapper young man, possible 
m. ¢., steps briskly up to agent 
on Broadway. 

‘Everything in shape yet? 
the dapper one asks. 

‘In shape tomorrow’ answers 
the agent, 

‘Okay. Will step in Friday 
and clean up that deal,’ is the 
reply. 

"Who's your star?’ asked the 
reporter as the collar ad faded. 

‘Mouth organ player I'm put- 
ting in a new act,’ said the 
agent. 


KATES 39 WEEKS 
IN N.Y.-BKLYN 
FOR PUBLIX 


——_-—_- 











Paramount has placed Kate 
52 
calls for the songstress to appear 
at either the New York or Brook- 
lyn Paramounts 39 weeks out of the 
Contract takes effect in about 
four weeks, 

Miss Smith’s salary is set on a 
sliding scale. She opens at $3,000, 
hereafter intermittently climbing 
until she hits $5,400 a week. 


Miss Smith is not obligated to 
play specific weeks at the Para- 
mounts, but can choose the dates 
she will work as long as she com- 
pletes 39 weeks during the year. 
She is obligatea to give Paramount 
one week’s notice before taking 
time off. 

Contract is exclusive and does not 
permit Miss Smith to make any 
other threatre appearances during 
the weeks she lays off. 


RKO Mor. Shifts Scenery 
In Stagehands’ Dispute 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

The Garfield, Alhambra, Cal., 
playing RKO vaude, reduces time 
from a week to three days. Uses 
five acts. 

After a dispute with the stage- 
hands’ union, Dana Hayes, manager, 
is shifting all scenery himself. 
Hayes wanted the scale reduced 
from $66 to $50 a week for the next 
10 weeks, since he is not playing 
matinees. Union stood pat for the 
top scale and now the mer. is his 
own prop man, electrician and car- 
penter, 


Smith 


inder a weeks’ contract which 


-o 
Vee 








RKO Bockers’ Written Reports on 
Showing Acts; Reference and Evidence 


All 





Television Act for Moss 
At $10,000 for 2 Wks 


Senabria Television has been 
booked for Moss’ Broadway 
Oct. 24. The television act, handled 


by the Wm. Morris office, has been 


opening 


York 
office. 

Warner is paying $5,000 a week 
for the novelty. Device was re- 
cently shown at Madison Square 
Garden during the Radio World’s 
Fair. 

Joe Frisco, Evans and Mayer, 
and Castleton, Mack and Owen are 
the acts for next week’s (17) Broad- 
way bill, booked for one week only. 
This fills in the open week ahead 
of the Sanabria Television's turn’s 
two weeks. 

Alexander Lefwitch is out as the 
Broadway producer. LeRoy Prinz 
goes in with next week's bill to be 
his first. An addition to the Broad- 
way stage staff is Stewart Stewart, 
on production. 

Talk is also on between Mike 
Marco and B. 8S. Moss for the pos- 
sible booking of talent by F. & M. 
for the Broadway. Whether plan 
ealls for units or just separate acts 
is not known. 


Bert Lahr at $4,500 
For Palace Oct. 24 


Bert Lahr at $4,500 will play the 
New York Palace week of Oct. 24. 
That’s just ahead of the incoming 
$15,000 Cantor-Jessel bill. Lahr, 
through Charlie Alien, was booked 
by long distance from Hollywood 
where he recently finished a talker 
for Metro. 

Current Morton-Downey head- 
lined Palace show may be held over 
if it gets by on business. If not, the 
booking office will have to dig up a 


spot by the Was booking 


ner 








complete bill between now and 
Saturday (17). 
LaReine’s Outside Chance 
Chicago, Oct, 12. 


Fred LaReine undergoes an oper- 
ation on his spine today (Monday) 
at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Milwaukee. 
After that he must lay in bed on 
his stomach for a month. If the 
operation is successfull he may ul- 
timately again be able to walk. 

Actor-agent had his back broken 
four weeks ago while motoring from 
Chicago to Green Bay to fill a 





vaudeville date. 





Acts Tag Themselves as Goats in 
Indie Field—No Contract as Remedy 





Independent vaude house stealing 
will shortly have to take another 
course if efforts of vaude actors 
who have become wise to the tricks 
mean anything. The acts are busily 
engaged tipping off each other. 

Practise of the chiselers in the 
indie fields is to convince an indie 
house owner that he is paying too 
much for his shows. The coffee and 
caker displaying his new contracts 
invariably states that he can de- 
liver the same acts for the price 
shown on his own agreements. 

The actors are finally realizing 
that they are the pawns in the rac- 
ket and many claim they will not 
any more contracts with the 
indie for any date. This would, they 
believe, eliminate any chance of one 
of the chiselers getting a chance to 
parade their break-in salary. 

Some Agents Hedge 


Idea of fighting has also hit some 
the indie agents who say they 
fed up with the scavengers 
belittle their acts via _ sal- 
ary angles and are making it tough 
to scare any kind of decent money 
for acts. These agents and the acts 
realize the danger of being can- 
celled after first shows, ete., with- 
out contracts, but would rather 
chance this than have an entire 
season, ruined by their money being 
cut to lower than living expenses. 

The acts believe they are the 
goat and are getting ready to do 
something about it 


of 
are 


who 


—— + 


| 








RKO Publicity Shake 


John Pollock heads the list of 
outs in an RKO publicity depart- 
ment shake that embrace a half 
dozen employees of the home office. 
Other New York departures are 
minor employees and second string 
p.a.’s 

Pollock has been 
vaudeville actors’ 


custodian of 
photographs for 





the circuit for about 18 years. He 
and the others leave this week. 
FAWCETT’S SKETCH 
George Fawcett, character actor 


from the screen, will play some 
dates for RKO. 

He will do a sketch, ‘The Mayor 
and the Manicure.’ Skit has been 
previously played in vaude. 

COLOMBO POSTPONES 

Russ Colombo, NBC singer, will 
not open for RKO for another 
month, 


Colombo was set to open at the 
Albee, Brooklyn, last Saturday (10) 
but was not his vaude 
debut, 


set 


for 


Cliff Hall’s Accident 


Cliff Hall is out of the ‘Follies 
with a broken ankle. received while 
stepping out of a cab. He's Jack 
Pearl's straight man in the show. 
Will be out sia ~eeks. 


guaranteed two weeks at this New | 


,* 
+ 


RKO beokers will file a complete 
written report with Charley Free- 





man, head of the booking depart- 
ment, on every showing act they 
catch, This is a new rule sug- 
gested by E. M. Orowitz, assistant 
to Freeman, 

Complete questionnaire is being 
| drawn up covering every angle of 
a new act. Salient outside points 
lare whether act was caught at mati- 
j nee supper or night show and 
| amount of business in the house at 
the time, 


Full Opinion 

Booker must write his opinion of 
the act and whether or not he be- 
lieves it okay for routing or pickup 
time, He must also state if he 
thinks the act worthless. Another 
line to fill is whether or not the 
act, if weak, can be made into a 
strong one by giving it more work 
with another showing later. 

Idea of the written reports is 
keep them on file for all future ref- 
erences. In an act is turned 
down by the RKO bookers, is 
grabbed by another circuit and 
makes good, the filed reports will 
be evidence of what happened at 
the time the act showed for RKO, 

Salvaging of acts turned down 
after playing once around, by re- 
molding a bit, is also in the air at 
RKO, 


to 


case 


FRANK FAY’S N. G. ALIBI 


Cancelled Palace, N. Y., On 3 Days’ 
Notice—Theatre Didn't Mind 





Strange circumstances surrounded 
Frank Fay’s cancellation Wednes- 
day (7), three days before he was to 
open at the New York RKO Palace 
for two weeks at $4,000 each, Fay 
notified RKO that his wife, Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, had been injured 
while horseback riding in Hollywood 
that morning and he had to leave 
to be with her. The dailies that 


day had reperted the Stanwyck 
accident. It was nerely a slide-off 
the horse made into a fall by Co- 
lumbia Pictures’ press dept. on the 
coast, 

What made his story seem so 


strange was the verification of the 
coast report that Miss Stanwyck 
slipped from the horse but wasn’t 
injured. The day before Fay can- 
eceled his Palace booking some of 
Fay’s New York intimates doubted 
if he would open at the Palace, de- 
spite a signed contract. One of the 
comic’s intimates offered to wager 
that Fay would not play the Palace 
date, 

RKO accepted Fay’s reason for 
eancelling and secured Morton 
Downey to take his place as the 
Palace headliner. Richey Craig is 
holding over for a fourth week to 
m.c, in Fay’s stead. The booking 
office declared the Fay contract had 
been mutually voided and would 
not comment beyond stating it was 
satisfied that Fay had cancelled in 
advance rather than to lose him 
during the week after the bill had 
opened, 

Fay played the Palace last about 
a year ago for two weeks on a 
jump to New York between pic- 
tures, Since then he appeared per- 
sonally with his Warner talker, 
‘God's Gift to Women,’ at the New 
York Strand. Fay and the film 
were both pulled befcre the week 
was over when the Strand’s gross 
retached a record low. 

The comedian left for Hollywood 
by train Thursday (8). 

Norma Terris also dropped out of 
the current Palace bill as a result 
of the Fay affair. She declared she 
had prepared some bits with Fay 
and didn’t want to risk going in 
cold without preparation under the 
change. 








| 5 
! . . . 

| Soph-Fifi in Chi 
Sophie Tucker comes into the 
|Oriental week of Oct. 30. Her first 
| return to the B. & K. house in more 
than a year. 

Fifi Dorsay will play the Uptown 
for B.&K. Oct. 23 and hops to the 
south side Tivoli the following 
week. Film girl made a personal 
for__RKO- atthe Place here a 
| couple of months ago. 


| 
j 





Rosetta Resumes Vaude 
Rosetta Duncan is back in vaude 
for RKO. Currently in Newark, she 
comes over to New York last half 
las a single. 


~ 


Chicago, Oct. sav" 
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L. A’s Olympiad Feud 





Continued from page 1) 


thing that smacks of vice or booze 
or being wide-open. These get a 
double-barrelled barrage. 

It’s all going to react against 
what benefits for Colifornia tourism 
the 1932 Olympics might have en- 


couraged. 
Started with the Hearst ‘Exam- 
iner’ ¢(a.m.) and ‘Evening Herald,’ 


and now Paul Block's p.m. ‘Express’ 
tops and 
three layouts of alleged vice hotels, 


speaks and gay the 


everything page one 
spots on 
beac hes 

Frisco’s Optimism 

Refuting this, George Hearst, pub- 
lisher of the San Francisco ‘Ex- 
aminer,’ waxes editorially or<imistic 
about the Olympiad, the Shrine con- 
vention at San Francisco, N.B.A. 
convention and other on-to-Califor- 
nia conclaves as a boon for the 
coast. 

But in the meantime, right here 
in the heart of the Olympiad, the 
international games are being made 
innocent victims of a local political 
mess. . It’s caught in between the 
campaign of the newspapers vs. the 
allegedly inefficient police force. 
The papers to impress their point 
are becoming blue-nose in their at- 
titude on booze and the attendant 
elements that go with it. The cops, 
to retrieve themselves, are also 
overreaching themselves to enforce 
the law. 

N. G. For Sportsmen 
As a result the town is a bust. 





And no town of such repute will at- 
tract sportsmen. 


Cities where smart 
women congregate for 
events like raees, taking in Sarm 
toga, Lexington, New Orleans, 
Havre-de-Grace, the Florida and 
Mexico resorts, Cuba, etc., are all 
equipped for every facility to cater 
to the public’s demands. 

The Olympiad will have the bene- 
fits of no such civic liberality it 
this situation continues, 


men and 
important 


Kicking Yellow Dogs 
When the cops hopped on the Yel- 
low Dogs, quasi-film social organi- 
zation at their Montmartre cafe 
stag and stagger last week, the pa- 


pers hopped on the cops, wanting 
to know how come they were not 


more active elsewhere when the lo- 
cally notorious Ape-Man was mur- 
dering and attacking women, foot- 
pads were on the loose and a gen- 
eral reign of terrorism exists com- 
parable with the shadiest shadow 
spots around Chicago. 

Precipitating all this, it is said, 
was an irritated cop’s attitude to 
an ‘Examiner’ reporter who was 
snooping around the Sally Sweet 
Shop on Hollywood boulevard, in 
the heart of Hollywood, where a 
sales girl had been murdered by the 
so-called Ape-Man. When the cop 
refused to recognize the reporter's 
police badge and arrested him on 
technical charges that started 
things. 

Everybody is picking on Steckel. 
Steckel is picking on anything to 
make a showing. The Yellow Dogs 





raid on charges of gambiing—no 
bother about the booze or stag end 
—was a gesture py Steckel toward 
retrieving himself. 

Tickets Not Selling 

In between, the Olympiad looks 
blotto. The tickets at $22 for the 
season are not selling. Local civic 
fathers and industries are endeav- 
oring to tie-up for plugs on behalf 
of the Olympics, with an eye to the 
tourist trade, but nothing doing— 
yet, 

On top of it the negative publicity 
that foreign athletes will be denied 
their wine and beer rations isn’t 
helping matters either, and the long 
face is universal as regards what 
dire results the Olympiad may face. 

Drying up and sapolioing the 
burg, already provincial to an hin- 
terland degree, is the last straw. 

Alleged brutality by the police is 
another element which makes the 
local gendarmerie very unpopular 
locally. 





JEFF’S 4-SHOW WEEKENDS 

RKO has decided four shows Sat- 
urdays and Sundays for the Jeffer- 
son. Starts next weekend. 

No change in the number of acts, 
eight. 





NEW ACTS 


Joe Donahue and Harriet Townes. 

Armida with four people. Gus 
Edwards produced. 

rerardo and Nadine (4). 

Virginia Rucker Co. (3). 

Hubert Kinney Co. (5). 





See 4 Per Cent. Beer 





(Continued from page 1) 
tor’s and others of the better known 
pre-jonts. 


When the Government legalizes 
wine and beer (as these barkeeps 
aver it will), it is going to cause a 
lot of the present joints to close up. 

Privileges 
Just as many will come into be- 


ing, they say. Quality places that 
watch their booze today and have 


the rep, will continue, 

Too many people have gotten that 
habit of walking under the sidewalk 
and too many people like the priv- 
ileges extended thereunder which 
no saloon in the corner days ever 
countenanced. 

There will always be demands for 
hard stuff, is the belief. A lot of 
current customers have been 
brought upon gin and rye and didn’t 
have a chance to go through the 
elementary grades of 8 drinking. 
These will never be satisfied with 
4%, they claim. 

How is the Government going to 
sell the light stuff? 

This is a question that the bar- 
keeps ask as well as answer. 

If all the stores and hotels are 
allowed to dispense it, the 
can be purchasers for customers 
who like the speak atmosphere. 

The greatest kick in drinking for 
the woman is being able to rest that 
foot on the rail and the elbow 
on the mahogany. The speak has 


speaks 


Te 


EASTON’S VAUDE GETS OVER 


Easton, Pa., Oct. 12, 

Seville, straight film house since 
it opened three years ago, started 
RKO vaudeville last week, three a 
day, and did excellent business. 
First time vaudeville has been here 
in séveral years. 

Third Street theatre, which has 
some labor troubles, also presents 
an act as a special feature. 





Canavan on Coast 
ALF. of I, 
Vancouver, William 
I’, Canavan, pres. of LA., will go to 
Los Angeles where he will spend at 
least three weeks looking over the 
labor situation there. 

With Canavan at Vancouver was 
the entire Alliance executive board. 


After attending 
convention in 


the 


5 Acts in Augusta 
Augusta, Me., Oct. 12. 
At the Colonial 5 RKO acts play, 
This will be carried for the winter. 
Feature films also. 





taught her. The Government won't 
eountenance bars in stores, and 
quite likely not in hotels. The speak 
psychologists are as certain of this 
as they are that 4% will be a legit- 
imate numeral. 
Drinking 4% in a prohibition at- 
mosphere spells salvation for the 
speaks, the former say. The only 
item the speaks right now are con- 
cerned about is that numeral. 











Sensational 
Singing and 
Dancing Trio 

| Stopping 
_ Every Show 


Personal Direction 
NAT KALCHEIM 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 





EDDIE 


FIRST APPEARANCE 
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EDDIE 
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SONNY 


THE 3 GOBS 


Now (Oct. 10) 
RKO New York 
Palace 
World’s Smartest 
Theatre 


RKO Direction 
BLONDELL 
& MACK 
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July 16, 1931, to Oct. 1st—Played London, England, West End. 


This real international comedy turn plays United States and Great Britain’s principal theatres 
year after year—proving the name and act has box office value in both countries. 


Secured only through constant success in making audiences laugh, keeping abreast of the times 
and changing material, ideas, etc., always. 


Our next contract with NBC, a commercial account, soon. Vaudeville finds us doing a new com- 


-edy talking idea Oct. 17, 1931, in Phila., Pa., New York City following. 


THANKS TO ALL MANAGERS, BOOKERS AND AGENTS 





VAL ~» ERNIE STANTON 


et 
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JIMMY HA 





REAS 


Featured Dancer 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK, This Week 


Thanks to H. HOLLANDER—RB. PETROFF. 
L. GENSLER—M. GREEN 


For a Pleasant 45 Weeks’ Engagement in ‘Fine and Dandy’ 


Also JOE COOK— 
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Inside Stuff—Vaude 


—_— 


RKO is about to heavily stress the penalty for acts trying to make 


jumps by auto. 


Each contract carries a pointed warning regarding 
cancellation of routes, etc., in case an act misses an opening date. 


This 


js to be supplemented in further warnings to agents and acts when 


bookings are set. 


Ban against cars by RKO is in direct contrast to all the indies. They 


first ask the act if it has a car. 


Lawrence, who with 
many years as ‘the 
retired 


Ed. 
vaude 
biz. The Lawrences 


Bowery 


Generally it is no 
Nina Harrington 


from stage work 16 


car, no date. 


(Mrs. 


spielers., is in 


Lawrence) 
the 


years ago. 


were in 
publishing 
They will 


book 


celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary this year at their Long Island 


home. 


Fox’s Academy (vaudfilm) is running trailers 


for nights will soon be in vogue. 





Publix Retaining Three 
Stagers for N. Y. Houses 


When Jack Partington, Publix 
producer, arrives from the Coast in 
two the 
(New York and Brooklyn) will have 


weeks, two Paramounts 


three producers. Partington’s trans- 
fer does not affect the unit staging 
status of Frank Cambria and Boris 
Petroff. Latter duo have been build- 
ing shows only for the two Greater 
New York houses since Fanchon & 
Marco Ideas went in for Publix. 

Publix believes it essential that 
three producers be maintained for 
the two local houses. New units 
for each house weekly allows little 
time for preparation. 

Although Hughes-Franklin has 
moved into the Paramount, Los 
Angeles, for which Partington had 
been doing the stage shows, request 
was made that Partington tarry to 
help rearrange affairs, hence his de- 
lay in getting to New York. 





PROV. MODERN’S ACTS 


Starts This Week On Split—Also 
Utica, Yonkers, and Kingston 


Modern theatre, Providence, opens 


this week with five acts and pic- 
tures, House was set for stage 
talent some time back. Reports 


were around that the plan of RKO 
to put vaude back in the town 
caused E, A. Bigelow, the Modern 
owner, to decide against it as also 
rumors that local politics kept the 
policy waiting. 

Acts at the Modern will be booked 
by A. & B. Dow. 

Other vaude openings include the 
Colonial, Utica, Oct. 15, with five 
acts on a split; Terrace, Yonkers, 
Oct. 8, playing Thursdays and Fri- 
days with a new show for one day 
on Saturdays. Walter Reade’s 
3roadway, Kingston, N. Y., also 
is playing last half bills of five acts. 
All Dow booked. 





Jack Allen Soloing 
Jack Allen has severed connec- 
tions with the A & B office and 
is now on his own as an indie 
booker. 


that a 40 cent admission 





WB BOOKERS ADD 6 
TO VAUD ROUTING 


Six more houses have been added 
to the Warner vaude circuit giving 
Steve Trilling and Harold Kemp, 
bookers, a total of 15 weeks. Time 
is played in 18 weeks. Philadelphia 
and Pittsburg houses are closed to 





stage shows temporarily due to 
union labor trouble. 

New theatres which start play- 
ing vaude this week are in Parkers- 
burg and Wheeling, W. Va., New 
Kensington, Johnstown and Erie, 
Pa., and Jamestown, N. Y. Erie 
was figured as an experiment but 


has been permanently placed on the 
list. 

Parkersburg is a split, Wheeling 
a last half, also Jamestown and New 
Kensington, and Johnstown is a 
four day first half stand. Shows 
consist of three and five acts. 





Tucson, Passi In 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Vaude went into the Nace-Publix 
Orpheum, Phoenix, and the Opera 
House, Tucson, Ariz., Oct. 10. Both 
are booked by Bern Bernard out of 
the local RKO office. 

Five acts will play a split week 
between the towns. Budget is $950 
for the week. 





Special Loew Unit 
Special Loew unit will open in 
Jersey City week of Nov. 20. Troupe 
will not play the New York houses. 


|'This special due to the Heidt band 


ending at the Valencia, Jamaica, 
week of Nov. 13. Heidt does not 
play the road for Loew. 

Louis Sidney of Loew’s is dicker- 
ing with Lionel Barrymore, Anita 
Page, Conrad Nagel and Helen Kane 
for personal appearances in the 
Loew deluxe houses. 





Family Time 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

A disgruntled vaude man- 
ager here claims performers 
are divided into two divisions. 

Those who bring their chil- 
dren on for bows and those 
who drag out their grandfather 
for a buck and wing. 














‘Columbus Majestic May 
Switch Over for Units 


RKO Majestic, Columbus, O., may | 
shortly be taken off the books of | 
Bill Howard and added to the in- 
tact (unit) route. Question is now 
being thrashed out. 

House has been spending an 
average of $3,800 weekly for its 
bills while the unit budgets run 
$2,750 per show. 

If the change goes through it 
will leave Howard's book with nine 
weeks. 


| 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Fanchon & Marco's ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ unit will take a second tour 
over the circuit. Troupe is just in 
from 38 weeks, but is going out 
again as a ‘Second Edition of 
Mickey Mouse’ in another six weeks 
Girls, routines and costumes will 


be replaced, with general idea and 
title only things retained. As pre- 
viously, Walt Disney will co-operate 


‘Mickey Mouse’ Repeats | 





in the tieup. 


Down to 6 Acts 
Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 12. 
Dewitt, independent vaudefilmer 
operated by Julian Brown, with 
Howard Kelley as house manager, 
has cut its stage bills from eight to 
six acts. 


STOP-COMMISH 
IDEA L. A. BUST 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
A judgment against an artist for 
commission to date does not halt 





lfurther suit for accruing commis- 


sion in California any 
New York, according to a 
ruling of Judge Bogue in awarding 
Joyce & Selznick an additional 
$1,103 from Samson Raphaelson on 
his Paramount contract. The Par 
writer had previously been ordered 
to pay up $938 commissions. 

The ‘res adjudica’ on which Broad- 
way agents rely to coHect indefi- 
nitely once their claim is estab- 
lished has been supposedly unal- 
lowed in California law. This po- 
sition was taken by Feldman & Gang 
in defending commission suits 
against Raphaelson, James Cagney 
and Edward G. Robinson. 


Robinson purposely defaulted a 
$17,000 claim to Joyce & Selznick on 
his Warner contract, figuring it 
would stop further claim to a total 
possible commish of $67,000. 

Ralph H. Blum, _ representing 
J&S, exploded this theory in the 
Raphaelson case to the satisfaction 
of Judge Bogue. Gang differed with 
the bench’s interpretation and was 
advised to appeal. He will. 


does in 


Postpone on Albany 


RKO will probably stay out of 
Albany, N. Y., with vaude until the 
new house under construction there 
opens late this fall. 

Intention of returning acts to the 
old house this week on a split week 
basis has been called off. 

By Christmas RKO will also have 
new houses open for vaude in Den-, 
ver and Davenport, Ia. 
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THIS WEEK, OCT. 10 
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MORTON DOWNEY 


, R-K-O PALACE, NEW YORK 





HIS 1931 RECORD 


COLUMBIA SUSTAINING HOUR 
20 Weeks—Jan. 1 to May 23 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 
2 Weeks—Feb. 6 and 13 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW YORK 
5 Weeks—Feb. 26—July 9—Mar. 20—May 29—July 9 


CENTRAL PARK CASINO, NEW YORK 


Sept. 22—Indefinitely 


CAMEL QUARTER HOUR 
For 2 Years—Started June 1—With 3 Years Option 


PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX HOUR, WABC 
13 Weeks—Feb. 4 to May 14 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, B’KLYN 
2 Weeks—March 5th and June 4th 


STAR OF CAMEL QUARTER HOUR 


Radio—Screen—Stage—Records 





APPEARING NIGHTLY AT THE CENTRAL PARK CASINO 
AT 7:45 OVER WABC—-CAMEL QUARTER HOUR, EACH EVENING 
RKO PALACE, NEW YORK, ALL THIS WEEK 


EXCLUSIVE _MANAGEMENT—COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


STEM 

















THE ROYAL UYENOS 





BETTER THAN EVER AND ALWAYS BOOKED 


THIS WEEK, 
R-K-O0 PALACE, NEW YORK 
AM. REP., LEDDY & SMITH—EUROPE, PAUL SPADONI 


OCTOBER 10 
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Burlesque Reviews 





STAR AND GARTER 


Chicago, Oct. 6. 

After almost two years of dark- 
ness, this famous westside bur- 
lesque house is once more open for 
business. Izzy Herk is now operat- 
ing, with the 
lumbia wheel shows for their only 
appearance in town. Down on the 
southside, the Empress dropped the 
wheel outfit two wetks ago, and is 
struggling along on a rotating- 
principal stock policy. 

There is a terrific battle for burly 
business in the Star and Garter 
neighborhood, with the Academy 
around the corner and the Hay- 
market across the street. Haymar- 
ket is stock with much vaudeville 
fanfare and special ‘nights,’ while 
the Academy rotates its shows with 
the loop Rialto. Jones, Linick and 
Shaeffer will leave burlesque, how- 
ever, on Oct. 22, when they close 
the Rialto for a switch into vaude 
after a renovating campaign. They 
formerly had the Star and Garter, 
but the competition forced them 
out, 

This westside corner is identified 
in the public mind with burlesque. 
That is to its great advantage, and 
for this reason these houses stand 
the best chances for the burly coin 
of the town. Burlesque seekers au- 
tomatically drift to this neighbor- 
hood. Slumming parties, which are 
more numerous than appear on the 
surface, always come to one of 
these three arenas, Last year, the 
diamond studded upper crust made 
it an upper crust fad to visit these 
burly joints for the Saturday mid- 
night session after spending the 
early evening at the Civic Opera, 
a few blocks down the street. 

As for customers, these burlesque 


spot taking the Co- 


houses must depend on patrons 
coming from distances, since the 
district itself is devoted whole- 


heartedly to dime flop-houses, one- 
cent doughnuts and two-cent cof- 
fee, and, of course, nickel wood al- 
cohol. It’s a neighborhood for 
handouts, It’s a neighborhood with 
a large floating male population, but 
with the Hoover boom on, a neigh- 
borhood with little floating coin. 

For their opening week, the Star 
and Garter looks healthy enough. 
On a midweek evening there was 
good business. There was approxi- 
mately half-a-house. That’s good 
business; ordinarily there’s about 
half-a-row. House is on a semi- 
continuous policy, doing four shows 
a day, running from 1-5 and 7-11, 
two shows at each session, It’s a 
flexible scheme and serves two ace 
purposes; that of keeping the 
crowds coming, and that of pre- 
venting the flop-hounds from park- 
ing for an eight-hour snooze. 


Judged by the constantly declin- 
ing standards of burlesque, this 
show, ‘Racket-Dears of 1932,’ ar- 
ranged by Rube Bernstein, will 
navigate. It sails along with the 
same gags and routines, the worn- 
out dirt and the already old-fash- 
ioned tease bits. There was the 
same posing to give the boys a lung 
flash, not forgetting the charming 
umbilicus display. 


Comedy throughout was notably 
wobbly, in spite of its labored out- 
house humor, with Jack Rosen, the 
featured clown, hopelessly sloppy as 
a performer. He kills his gags and 
ruins his punchlines. Rest of the 
company is meaningless in their 
assignments, with the exception of 
a couple of dancers with strictly 
vaude routines, and Rosemund May, 
as the second-string brassier-re- 
mover. 

In the headline spot goes Hindu 
Wausau, to whom much of the at- 
tendance must be attributed, and 








JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 
Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bldg., 
New York City 


who is rated by burleycue managers 
as the ace strip attraction in the 
country. Burlesquers, to a@ man, 
proclaim that they can’t understand 
why Hindu Wausau draws ‘’em, 
though they admit that she is a 
cinch at the register. Perhaps it 
can be explained. 

Hindu Wausau hasn't 
out set of measurements. She's flat 
in the wrong places. But she has 
something the other teasers haven't. 
She gets dramatic, where others are 
posers and flesh-disclosers. Other 
strippers are coy and make a 
great fuss over tossing the bras- 
siere, and then trip mincingly 
into the wings. Hindu Wau- 
sau wears more clothes than the 
average stripper. Her forte isn’t 
strinping; it’s sex showmanship. 
She makes only one strip, ard that’s 


a knock- 


where she ditches the brassiere 
early in the routine. But even then 
she works with her back or her 


side to the audience. At no time 
do the boys get as much flesh from 
Wausau as they do from the others. 
3ut one thing they do get from 
Wausau is action, hot action. She 
gives a cooch, but dressed in mod- 
ern, rhapsody-in-blue, wah-wah 
style. She pants, darts spasmod- 
(Continued on page 60) 





Union Trouble Puts Off 


Vaude in San Antone 
Dallas, Oct. 12. 

Town returns to RKO vaudeville 
this Thursday (15) as 
set, but it now appears doubtful 
whether San Antonio will also open 
vaude on its scheduled date, Oct. 
22. Stage hand trouble may keep 
the latter out indef, 
Both towns, formerly Interstate, 
go on the RKO intact route, falling 
in on the tail end. 


Kitty Madison Again? 


Kitty Madison, who formerly 
headed her own show on the old 
Mutual wheel and then retired, re- 
ported returning to the stage, 

It’s likely she may be given a Co- 
lumbia franchise and replace the 
first show to be dropped. 


previously 








Minskys Quit 14th St. 


The Minskys have withdrawn 
from relations with I. H. Herk and 
Charles Burns in the operation of 
the Irving Place. They still retain 
a booking interest with the Colum- 
bia circuit whereby circuit shows 
continue playing the Minsky-oper- 
ated Central and Apollo theatres, 
New York. 

When the Minskys vacated the 
National Winter Garden they moved 
in with Herk and Burns at the Irv- 
ing Place even to the extent of re- 
christening the house the new Gar- 
den. Herk and Burns are in pos- 
session in the 14th street house and 
are playing Columbia shows there. 





OPERA AT FIFTH AVE. 

An opera company is scheduled 
to open at the Fifth Avenue, where 
burlesque folded. 

The lease is held by the Eltinge 
stock operators, Max Rudnick, Ed- 
ward Madden and H. Halpern. 
Rudnick’s recent stock project there 
proved a bust. 








SACRAMENTO STICKS 


will be retained on the RKO intact 
(unit) route the rest of this season. 
House had been on the undecided 
list and plays the units between 
Portland and San Francisco. 














New York 
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STETSON 


‘THE INTERNATIONAL HATTER’ 


* LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


(This Week Oct. 10) 
Just Back From a Successful Tour in Europe 


Thanks to: 


London 
HARRY 


Paris 
CLIFFORD FISCHER 


FOSTER LARTIGUE OFFICE 


Plaza theatre, Sacramento, Calif., 


| NASHVILLE WANTS VAUDE 


Shrine Club Holds Meeting—Wil! 
Back Drive 








Nashville, Tenn., Oct. 12. 

Local Shrine Club has _ voted 
unanimously to back a drive to 
bring vaudeville back to Nashville. 
It went on record as backing Harry 
Seekner, manager of the Princess 
theatre, in any effort he might put 
forth to the same end. 
Speakers explained that due to 
the non-support of theatregoers 
Nashville would not get vantde this 
season unless it was demonstrated 
to show officials that leading or- 
ganizations of the city would lend 
their support. Officials of other 
organizations, civic clubs, the 
Nashville Post of the American 
Legion, Chamber of Commerce, and 
leading citizens have expressed 
themselves favorably in falling in 
line with the drive. 





Claim Wage Arrears 


Several of the burlesque stock 
players with George Katz’ Riviera 
company, New York, which closed 
recently are broadcasting salary 
claims. 

Bee Cunningham claims that the 
Katz office owes her $50 balance for 
the last week's work. 

Solly Shaw, casting agent, who 
placed Miss Cunningham, told her 
that Katz did all the paying off and 
that it was up to the girl to receive 
her money from him, 

Shaw on Saturday, however, sent 
word to Miss Cunnirigham to report 
at his office for a settlement. 





TWO TAKE VAUDE 


Broadway theatre, Kingston, N. 
Y., a Walter Reade house, starts 
playing vaude with films Oct. 15. 
Acts on halves only. 

The Willis, in the Bronx, also 
inaugurates vaude Oct. 17. House 
is cne of the Consolidated Amuse- 
ment stands. 





Vaude in Modern 

After one week of straight pic- 
tues the Modern made a switch to 
vaudfilm Saturday. House in- 
tended to open with vaude but 
changed when reports reached hare 
RKO could place vaude back at the 
Albee. 

Acts booked indie in New York. 
Split weeks. 





Corbett Leaves Fisher 

Frank Corbett, assistant booker to 
Arthur Fisher in the latter's office, 
resigned Saturday (10). He intends 
to go to Los Angeles for permanent 
residence. 

Al Rickards, former vaudevllian, 
has taken over Corbett’s books. 


Columbia Wheel 


(Weeks of Oct. 12 and 19) 








Pare Facts—Howard, Boston; 19, 
Bridgeport. 

Big Fun Show—Empire, 
L. O. 


Big Revue—L. 0.; 19, Garrick, St. Louls. 
Lohemians—Gayety, Baltimore; 19, Gay- 
ety, Washington, 

Facts and: Figures—Empress, Cincinnati; 
1% lL. O, 

Flapper Follies—Plaza, Worcester; 19, 
Howard, Boston, 


Foctheht Flashes—Gayety, 
Plaza, Worcester. 
Frivolities—Trocadero, Philadelphia; 19, 
Gayety, Baltimore. 
Giggles—Lyric, Dayton; 19, 
Cincinnati, 


Girls From the Follies—L. O.; 19, Gayety, 
PF uffalo, 

Girls in Blue—Lyric, 
Apollo, New York, 

Hi Ho Everybody—Route No. 1; 19, Em- 
pire, Newark, 

ilindu Belles—Gayety, 
pire, Toledo. 

Kuddling Kuties—Apollo, New York; 19, 
Sentral, New York. 
Liberty Bells—Central, 
Star, Ercoklyn, 
: London Gayety Girls—Empire, Toledo; 19, 
4 oO. 

Nite Life in Paris—Gayety, Washington; 
19, Academy, Pittsburzh. 
Novelties of 1932—Star, 
Irving Place, New York. 
Playin’ Around—Irving Place, New York; 
19, Route No. 1. 

Pleasure Seekors—L. O.; 19, 
Union City. 

Rumba Girls—Acedemy, 
Lyric, Dayton, 

Sam Raynor and His Gang—Garrick, St. 
Louis: 19, Star and Garter, Chicago. 
Satan's Daughters—Star and Garter, Chi- 
cago; 1%, Gayaty, Detroit. 
Step Lively Girls—Hudson, 
19, Gayety, Brooklyn. 
Sugar Babies—Gayety, 
Trocadero, Philadelphia. 


Lyric, 


Newark; 19. 


Buffalo; 19, 


Empress, 


Bridgeport; 19, 


Detroit; 19, 


Em- 


New York; 19, 


Brooklyn; 19, 


Hudson, 


Pittsburgh; 19, 


Union City; 


Brooklyn; 19, 

















PLAYING RKO CIRCUIT 








Direction: 


DAVE GENARO 


HEADLINING 


HARRY FITZGERALD 


BOOKED SOLID UNTIL FEB., 1932 


OCT. 10, FT. WORTH, TEXAS 


oe 


It Seems You Can Sue 
A Walkout Comedian 


Eddis Kaplan, stock burlesque 
comic, now at Werba’s Brooklyn, 
must stand trial in a $3,000 action 
brought by Izzy Hurst, Philadelphia, 
for alleged breach of contract. 
Kaplan, through his attorney, Her- 
man Streckner, failed in a motion 
to dismiss the suit, Judge Russell in 
the Breoklyn Supreme court ruling 
Kaplan must defend the action. 

Hurst bases his action on a con- 
tract Kaplan had with him and 
which was allegedly breached when 
Kaplan walked out after working 
two weeks. Harry H. Altman is at- 
torney for Hurst. 





Burlesque Chatter 


Manny Rosenthal, former Mutual 
show manager, is in charge of 
Chamberlain Brown's Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y., dramatic stock house. 

Ike Weber is now commuting 
from Fleetwood. 

Charles Fineberg, 
managing a 
Schnectady. 





ex burlesquer, 
picture house _ in 


Ben Levine quit producing to 
look after Route No, 1 (one niters) 
for Columbia, 


Frank Damse!l is trying his hand 
at a commercial business in Glen 
Falls, N. Y. 

Al Gauthier is in Montreal. 

Vera Walton is returning to bur- 
lesque for another prima donna 
assignment. 


Roy Van's living in Buffalo. 

Tony Brill is laying off in Akron, 
Ohio. 

Harry Mirsky, of Marland 
Amusement Co. activity, now man- 
aging Sam Raynor wheel show. 

Jack Reid out of show biz for the 
present and in St. Louis. 

Harry Morrissey sidestepped 
burlesque this season. 

Duke Black is running the Mu- 
tual in Indianapolis, 

Phil Perry, son of Joe Perry (de- 
ceased), trying to get a burlesque 
connection, 

Ed Shafer is now treasurer of 
Charles Waldron’s Casino in Bos- 
ton, 





Films Back at Central 


Pictures go back into the Central 
next week after having been elim- 
inated for a week in favor of five 
acts of vaude sandwiched in with 
the regulation house stock numbers 
and Columbia wheel shows. 

The vaude available was of too 
minor a grade to help the burlesque. 





WHEEL MENDING 


Several of the Columbia wheel 
shows, reported to be in bad condi- 
tion, are making changes in their 
casts and material under direction 
of Charles LeRoy and Sam Michaels, 
acting as fixers. 

Since the opening of the season 
Billy Koud has also been busy with 
Columbia shows in staging new 
numbers, 


802 OUSTS ALL 
CUT-SCALE MEN 


Acting on reports that musica] 
leaders traveling with Columbia 
wheel shows were working below 
the union scale, President Joseph 
Weber of A. F. of M. recalled every 
man with circuit shows and re. 
placed them with new directors. 

Four affidavits were filed by bur- 
lesque leaders as to their working 
under the _ scale. Determined to 
make a clean sweep, those working 
for the scale were given notice to 
quit the shows last Saturday (10) 
as well as those under the union 
salary and replacement sent to their 
places. 

All musicians playing in the 
stock burlesque houses were re- 
placed under official instructiong 
from the execs of Local 802. 

House musicians at the Columbia 
wheel stands in Brooklyn, Star and 
Gayety, and the Irving Place in 
i4th street; the Minsky theatres, 
Republic (stock), Central and Apole 
lo (cembo stock and wheel): 
George Katz’ Gotham stock in the 
Bronx and his Werba's stock in 
Brooklyn and Max Rudnick's Ele 
tinge stock in West 42nd street were 
all included in the ouster. Replace. 
ments were assigned by 802 for each 
man ordered to quit. 

Under scale violation was charged 
against some of the members with 
the regular scale men forced to 
suffer for the infractions of other 
union men. 

Most New York stock houses eme 
ploy seven men besides Columbia 
circuit shows which employ travele- 
ing leaders, 

House cleaning is one of the see 
verest moves ever ordered by the 
New York local. 








Tabs for South 


Believing there is a spot for small 
traveling burlesque tabs in the 
south, Solly Shaw is getting his first 
small troupe together. Shaw will 
play the tab around New York at 
available spots before sending it on 
the road. 

If the first two or three Shaw 
tabs connect okay, he intends to ate 
tempt developing a small circuit 
south, 





Ryder’s St. Louis Stock 
Sam Ryder, former Mutual show 
manager, is in St. Louis preparing 
to launch burlesque stock in the 
old Gayety there. 
The Gayety is the former wheel 
theatre. 


MATT BROOKS 


In a Fanchon & Marco Idea 
with 


BEN BARD 


























EE 











{ 




















BRYANT 7800 














GENERAL 


BOOKING 











Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 
General Executive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E X 


160 WEST 46"ST: 








J. H. LUBIN 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 






















NEW YORK CITY 


MANAGER 


MANAGER 











an 
- 


eee Cae d vay 


OR el te et oO SO he me ' SS 


J «Stet & ob ot o8 th ot nt mt ee SS 8s bel 89 85 be ee 


—_Saa Me mm two 2 eo. So 


ae a 


« De Gm otf Ot eee 2 ae ase 





























































































3 
t 
= Tuesday, Oct 
= ober 13, 19 
CAPITOI thea 
i aan very 's N. Yy. 
ent fr all- e Sh a 
c om sc aroun ould 
wisi ie eee, es adn ee ee HOUSE H 
} ° ’ ea . prov 1 ° § 
apd . eR A an Ps oe al the way, but coul ro 
eed a t t A he si € ¥Y 
gtase minute in ines, its Bs sheet, along ed in the Fao Bs ec: hee ALH E 
(New pers ar. , | thos . tak e wi ar 
“i the stage e ae a , turn Pray lights silver es on ov ings. W ors B 
a Loui nd is cal em n th s pr -erhe hen RA 
un s K call ander’ of doatn titan ongs ad li , PAR 
la it Miler toes er ny: is di Sanka 
of ne re of Miss ausi stu s use 
w from eee a etd produ at Guns,’ New Tucker es di rb the manag under Paris Ss V. 
aines’ gh ced L Ss, | W an whe stracti pi emen Ga s, O \ 4 : 
th enters par ong siuuavente. oew boston by S good 1 n Bina etary 0 rege rome Me pe = ¥ i Z IETY ow ] 
Y comi e aranc , apa yery : is ooki nin of eli ed ritis 1 . 
id ng a sol unit h e. Hai rt} in bit s Tuck ing g.lw the ng. afte ish ; 
? , of cke gow well m It r 
Ww o tur as en aines g the sta rh own loc ode is con 3 1 
pe , hole n b ded tra uni > ge , elp Ss ated rn ah som ken i 
two | : pnerfo y him , be- vele it’s r is utili » whil Ha . Se ow ewha ' 
10urs rman self for rs tof un. goi ilized e “i sa ats 2.5 centr at Ht 
- 5A lively over tide’ » Soing pwnd Boetivn good — bu i 
a the pr tig sey aur about dance ha aa ho upper —_ the saontents 9 “ee and i : i 
Ss ed mr show a a starts That’s i + sight ohe plat- Scale a the oustic fe equippe : 
os Weare news. I IB _. Zneen whnas oat Tuck re taxi Theat ow aaa producing Journal d’A 
; ws 2S Aa 1. ing a bi as *ker’ : tr ent F 5 ’ 
ig utes fro Sy Lae and the | at- olack the s s bie and B e is 1 s. wanes | 
til m the s Ss aro he F rope hanei stage is se dra lev rook ocally e. ctualiti 
to the st star und 2 ox- ed o anging < is s _matie veni . Poli y ru alit 
» stage t of t 20 mi Back ff as ° an set agai lala ing olicy - be net cos 
») On th unit o he sh 1in- | Tue k on th on 1d the — gainst ilm st perfor is vaudf Marne isiness Pari and 
ew pens show Tuck 1 the a di e li a. showi man udfil ner | Plac en ‘stead! aris é espec 
cruiser’ well oi un- cker si e ul ance ar +h laa, ing ce m ace g teadily , Oc ides cially 
ve sro -dres th cian: Un dhe hall is manc s daily, making One gets ily i t. 3 a any y f i 
A zo new aeck with lo a omarahe stag floor ee oe ok sing tl ceialiaadh ty word mceviie .: ywhere ootball i , 
a be -“ with lc stage migt separa e dark Se as r.|_ 4” or the a and ty am tee. . est he of m ving ; There’ e. ; is a 
and, co s attracti ong of at hi ate ti ness lif Miss Bai rches p acts vo per 10 ours ¢ nouth as; sh pres a a good 
ok fe god gu a} at appen i able lifts < sa illy stra ° er- p. ; are | publici owing nother a 
18 = anyhoo a gp noe not and Jessel is pe cose cag of —— the iy. formerly r °3 unde “= m., and nt inne, ttns vlicity. | stratiner Stafer- / ae ids 
orman 11 : yirl re as 1e] , .G 1a is adelei y music: r Ge wsreel ¢ Saturday ne. 9 ts) re } pa athe 5 
ce i ir K s an a | lat s th ps 1 700d efi C £0 ine z sical di teorges | °# l apps day af to howi aract ma e ¢li] 
a epeedy is_ k anes: d acts ighs e hall n openi effect, | 5° od a and G direc £es iate pparent y after | pk nz } hute s an a ip 
A ’ Ss 5. a Ir pe " ale an 12 ect d by n ti rnoo pla ‘ 10W sx ¢ demo 
is ing on A FB mi goin The per- Miss I Pd ages the "se le . Boose is Be ype on Pals at only al y men tha ly mors oons. | foes might : an iho wmeag mo s 
quit .c. abo ng ther ngs fair one ss Tucker’ a ehdin . ‘king c s come above alace y about 2 han wo Pyeng + ough Pogenh ‘ote; cant née 
trary -_ nn and che pele 7d som about aaih Ss laugl 4 tended forage egy ee pts the union Current een of nen, W |which sé use of ed in em in air- 
- ith ” t] ssed ™ i ent ; ow pevagee a hit i film fé play ite nd si e Nati n pr r tne oO are and t ‘parat ? fiant ergenc) 
with i he Capi . Said girls ar utes omen Ss existi is a ar are ¢ y first site is atan 10unt rogram patro ake ¢ ate « int parac } 
id th its cl =a pitol’s to b st nsan th . Hes sting new | in eduec a Pa st runs not i : aierainal ee od Hot pe lien in Ce 
- t Of the perp meg ance py er en ay pti ages ot tor 0 lone- | Nata n’ A Pade ge Natan Cuswent and Eclair sreel, Nat ] Ay or DTN a m plan 
appers . st a a ente ate ns 5 , iG] vs ‘De _ ear tan ne = tla Pr air nev Natan me poe on 
8, Bec rs, ane gg 12 Navy te | for — ae ee is to 60 eee Popes in Poe lo,’ toon a ne wsreel, wt ve Patri werent ous slate ee = | mqoe ys 
uni to hav » Sot y Ste ti 1e pai y over it tiri 1en rman _ renc ; starring Pathe y Victori =: edu . mplete doing Japa 
le C nit. The e been p the es pny — ; ir helps th the pit ing. A Vaud pr hte versic ne Ma | animat ria Fil ational] a by| Par! wre Bic . 
‘ hester | AB apy roduced f and eee ontact ne arti ciithoad tons de incl nay yn of Thi ry | latt nated cal Im, and als, rele ee ol 
danci r Hale s may b d_ for a | mc of tl : Easi tists zed ree jugg) udes si Liel’s ter ver artoon a Pa as Irae ti 7 
18 ancing n rrol 2 ye fr this 9unt, 1e ve Easily s to in- triloc = er, tw Ss six Par ry mucl " G) eieniatien “dl — é 
out-ta number yup. It’ rom the —_ year for the be Gui juist an wo danci local aramor ich appr teh Wo} ; oops aie 
im qua pping tl , with Rs san 7 3efore tl the P est sa i ad acrol cing act acts London int she preciate , pla ; 
= artet is ¢ ie six the si eat | 7 esse ( 1e ‘ ara- 101 aa mpe vat acts, ve ine s . New hots sh ited, l KS, 
: probably £o0d ¢ the de | ; girls} yc. . —e ge Mr whe og is AN irggee anges Marguerite ma agg * Jersey chil Ghand 
2aci roc ie Fou . d P ‘ « due ( ‘ - . a han i atl } Oo is, to er e achine § it] . hilar ndi in | 
seside od en our male Mrs. C et. Thi contri nd NK | ing r thtub nly ps. Briti oe - h hel sodas sal ! ' 
= looks s there’ ough f Monitor 8S. Cray his is : ribut Mrs. rooms Ss go y one i tritish f guns. helmets ¢ play- ¥s | 
DKS to b re's M orac ors, of abs awford is first e. thei is, wit} n Pari rode leet 1 Next » ane t my ale 
h Milton I e the we auree juartet. | * ence after so1 retur ir | 1 the win Van my in acti col toy | Ar nm ite d 
fa Ww et n Ri Ge nd . B . YZ irn f a e dres ae. . a pear ctio nes . ' yg nh) ; 
m.c erle orki ti0, W wor ot ome fo == Ss- oss swi ‘tion, the|t eles 
C., : oe ng ,w ores thy h gr € j Pate ee , ? mi an Z aed a 
of a Soe ver Berle is” partner ng ee ene helpin rons fa months | RNERS’ | produce ake Ciatasen col Oregon | taking a STON diri ve 
e gags eryone W fe well, a talki ot | e show 5 Bove honey here | WESTE | troit spe porters eden comnpetitios e tre oun ‘ sible ad 
. ast meee ith son os mrrd - Usual a out a| (N R China -edboat iarathon ondon I 
s they ined to some of a littl M Par a ew) 1a. fi at rac seas ton on| Inter 
. i a 7 s : > aie news We ) | ce! lood ; ce . race oft 
0 aside will st slip it of his € ILL no news- Var I inenaie sate ew - De- _ 
8 ‘It’s stand i over @# own ION pe al Shar shire ners’ OS AI | ree arv ce] nd the ee X : ss ‘ ; ; 
r this y s the hi it. H as b D 7 | shire ¢ new weles "ren rao a ae paint - ie 
y es : lue eps and V W a, ¢ I stri epres ations ‘ , ki , Ly 
thi you wa 1igh-c said L ; seate - Wes ester ct. 7 rictlv ent is. : Lneels caw’ 
1g a ant.’ class s as an R R | offi r sit ster! ern ¢ 7. ly int ts in ates jmaybe s i 
getti sa talk Berl s stuff li teturni Los ’ L A office tuated a. at Wil Th tternati ieb al ietenernenk-t ~~ o ; ; 
l= A ing alker e do like aft nin s Ang . iid buildi in tl i nl il- ; ie N ional ae { do : 
time enoug! on ti es s er tl £ to gele - | 1ae al din 1e , a 2,51 tic Natal il ele ; , " , 
< y 4 1e som t - ire a sti s, Oc a locati £, new 2,500- no : 1 res mie ; P aaa ‘ 
- with and ¢ h laug apr OT AS achinie em age 8 et. 7 roe ati ay Ww Pellesi nae a ch 1 sh n , pi 
ith Mi 9 shs to j on her 3 , thi onths = show . oe ads of on at o: well lesie rane chapel ows 1 | ores ‘ } 
l- ( Miss Ri > getti o justi re, show s oneti sof s poli P of the in. of clair rics; ce of pel er ata 
Only s Rio ing s stify hi tl na sii etime straigl icy | 4 erha ’ worl e of t) n the ardin: f the cted edi. Path 
the ur mar or some 1 rig | the initi slight ti ace ght pic | ficke aps at Id. 1e cross din: 1al Verdi Mar bests por ‘ ( 
b = = itial w tilt < house bike dec th ross- ob ae sdiné ak Pavia nem - 
= the unnecessary the stage ore Prese re week. t at the Sagi 1as | loa kahems die bce unit state R. Journe : of Pari ictory ~e este 
rork ’ ‘e m4 ~ ‘ fac aaa ati . a av eC I y1 ’ ris i . ” i) ban . . ‘ 
e a A pint yhe ae aa how tannic that Me P a's consi 0. for | = casita tramatdnt epee oan traf- currently by the Westimi ind Car- | EM y. ' elatenns 
1e sor and c anyway ale tl ‘ : Paul age ba sists | cient 1 Ss mor appe: ast. its ated ; y accus broths ok nste Ma V niman ; 
B.S et of & cheap evé es sped Bin 11 Wort! nd ul of a 1( | mier nanner i e striki eal is i ts | su pe Fs * an tal of a | Vende’l ot 
- d. a show eveni ce de wor rth ider oh 10- re Wi Pr in whi ing s ideal uranc nesia f havin a man | $ 
how Moss 3 tof ul ns W ill orki and dire ti F as st whic the lo . Se Cc to det ne i | ' { ‘ 
7 fa » . Broa 1at wi at 85e . Cow ng in f three ction P or on aged h the effi- i cal tre ympany tefraud stress 
and ar it r adway ill le , | Cowes van ront 2 acts n | cial ec e thi ° e $3 pr ing rade uni \y, a s d an | 
sc nus tie near t the an Ww m. c’ of s of|s contac ng t . pre- ga visi union speech 1 
1e si 1 potn ste s 1g tl a su da "eEe( ir ae ing < I in 4 7 e es’ s mote L110 al h atan s Ss ts) ‘ alia AS : . 
ll same t opeful stage | thi intrc 1e@ id ued Ags ee a bri £00 ’s offici so- |" ed pictur studi ow- | nay } we] 
> top pri uly c = hings duces dea tha manner, with idge c d stead 1 iciald Trade a speec re we oe during | ault, bi ea 
= PARA price. Saag si om- | tl gs. As s are 1at tl er, | stai the fi lear ad for om : e mini eech ek they ring my ut 1 rraag 
M \, oe lat wé sari one 1e acts | | airw: rst-ni acros spar the x nister by wu ey pr am « when ; 
~ OUNT ig nea ay. F le, local of those an ak an ghte ss Wilshi l- | fr yearly ¢ r, som Dag Bert ie oar le Li's . 
Firs N at ta For his cal m , hose | sid or anc one si rs asc shire rom & hi aucti 1e plane ‘rench | t ion so ‘so A} 
It of fe time head ? e 5 oe of og Pave bit he “ s are ac and “descending and — . to Tucan ey ee ine fights. | = Made metl : hel } . 
it hav rge J -adline - 1 fro e ti ss aoes was 1 ? c £ oOo rossi vers < . the : vine ? a | yassv : here > ' 1 
oH vere ‘. , os met eres Siend by snahiautcind tas ee ers, a Fre yard pes | mati was altir 
be ssel of tl combi of tl 1e W nu ag star ed 1 1e g | civ nd ( enc} in FE | mat aol Boson 
n Pars en t and S 1e cali ibinati ne t wav mber crea ucte inde other given ; yustri ,ar \ Fon-.] ines oins ate i 
aramo eamed Sophi alibr ok ation pand es a sti .1 ti at flas a. T rnea r de 1a par trie. tl my) ,- | Bill i biz > at . } : 
(Pet unt’s ‘ d for 1ie T e <e for 7ae, whi . Ins a stick 1eatr sh, n he w ath ar prisor arole af 1e bs saneu- } | is sufi y on ¢ | 
ro s ‘S ra sa ucke this ile strume xkjas e, b ot who 1d/ Fr nme after anker : sufficier e fa Te ; 
tt i blue means eli ~ esos For t Acts patient _ seer pees allege pe for h send for ~ geese oe “yg Reel. He etn ing | ; framed bits ka a ; iH 
. Oz PS over s elimi 7 2se Days’ ers, Sis iT, is actin as co entir > new a _ . _ A.’s ends ary im- tisfy. ite 3 a4 . ; 
it pe to ene” sacem tone a te sseledan p once the McC ” Saucenae as ~ tans hag sector Fle ae ag covert organi + hi the Emb: ma . mors ; 
er p’ = eat ° ne Br onis ~9 Wwi - "Cur H and € es retai isc] r red. bie ration s) aye asss : ; 
ente t rec (Par ure, “ rotl st, a ili: 1e Si ouse i Ww sta wri aine and ers yieycle how | atior y is f t 
rtai — ¥? haa) The 1ers » and iam B Sis- | tur se is este rink d dad nex s car yele tr: wif 1 ar fort 
To ainme nend: - Can’ S X ’ tru the Qj 3orz: ures - dev rn le f s] 1eNt - toon meal rack | or th rad a } , ; ; 
gethe nt a ation n't b McC mpeter Six C: zagce, | | with oted . or rots ar t Eclair , ‘Glow ; if he cil loes b Mite IN 
per er they as ser for fi e| the unes o rs. ‘andrev , veteran Alb to strai eure are all i = Jour —s Waren * | from, ; lips as Diz on Ts 
stg FOC y pu reen 5s esh e ban open ova | Ki show ert aight ni ews, b inten urnal rm,’ | clu and 3 offel iene ee i i 
sites, j ,d ar t on sup routi d. Gi after mball wma Hav ; nie vocati ut pro ded t ‘ w) lusive are red ¢ ; 
s, incl : 1ywh a sh port ines tirls ame Oth » as an-or 5 Mal . s ating paga to be hose | ree ly : mat id ane } 
It’s udin ere i ow s .| follow to : do 1edley | 1erwis the ganis alotte erossi g the ° nda . not els import “a. t é 
s , g ; : sto ows fair thre y by he ise ; sol ist ¢ e, ssings elimi . First i only | of . Al € >. , i 
v bow Miss Tu the Pa big p- | groe s and r res ee ti : Vv | tter W police 7 e live i at tl pur rs, whi minati rst is | of th nong tl it t LO ; 4 j 
-on s&s ucker’ alace gs town oan b should sults apping | thr VB y will inter 1e rsued hich p ; fion of 3 ad-| Gl 1e fishi = the bet han ; 
4 pean j since r’s fir . come ox W stick ° Sorz: & | ar ew produ be to rlude the s here oliev i of gr ‘louces hing scl tter elf ° ott 
ja he rst res dy fi ork ck t zage | th -eek ct he play 2 ‘nae - am? jn drial ade atar schoo ein 
t-) her. a Ted Pheer gt ea ist he falls flat. His ats straight | ant progra runs, wi re for a the o! Natio way on h next « urre ntlv _ Anoti ° Good ~ ners raci P i 
pp Tessel ese Euro known * above As an Sanaa at De 2 & the WwW ped ala the oh and ed since "el in ¢ ho hich te idicules ; \. Ss ae rnices theatre a (ha 4 
. . @ - e ~ Pt Tal « y « < + 2 e > . ine - { . 6 3 , . g . 2 4 
a a paid Ped psoas bo with Pinel to + radio el anc Haye cer } ¢ se ag tg aca soll day = of oa hand he job “oo em he ay alace } into Stour ¥ Cruis ~ cup is on i 
1e or z rer » May ire 1e ans 2 s Ww | ate ° hi ‘ ollvw y-and- after se of ¢ has be ing erec | manv ork r Chi e ott : 
e gre worki that y be sh adv s her yelle | WB ap ls ywocd r bei fia F en tak t- iv bri rk and iicag the 
mirati sates rking - he’ Bo ew ent reat VB } rodu obvi xd ar plac ing , Fren ake Jour ridge nd u go con : i 
atio st ass &. A e’s be rzage as hi of s ahouts nle 10use ict sh iouslv nd br ced ir we give neh : 1 off urnal’ i ges. . ; inder aaaaieing 
- Bro n societ set fter ~yang ) se s br enuiid wie« ylaved 6 @hich anhein y wil tions 1 the a” to ts pete ‘a cll al’ is ee ne cuniee 
—} adw cieti of 1 bei Ca t or other’ pic ( Ww nich age ill | - a} hai hi tect clip at eaial our ne of U 
r hi a ies nut ng and rche r’s = _| And ‘ B hav for r co! , rads of im, ‘ of B ntion » the ° a 
is t y ha for ual tr reva estr (Fr: Ana wi pr ave } the he G mmissi of : to t ine J: Surri ned i 12 IN 
oa as kn $10 ad- um Br a. ank | der th th oduc 1ere Ge: issior an | oe tteen Jack & tat gee . 
amo astmas own ai Ww pets I other t | r H _the s} ‘t e tofor are s sman 1 of interne | fans < Shar} Jenki the tit . 
pons cae ged , Jess wer vg her wad "= 8 } ture amil aunt xclusi re sho , sporti . archi na- 1s, e&1 arkey Kins i title 
the in thi art ssel bri rsis ein S e show and thei | ture: ‘Fi ton,’ ing isivelv foll wn in wrting rchite | Shs ven if y is : inter ‘ 
san lis P to ring tick t Soutl wn at 1eir si ity : ‘Five S °. iw: 4 of ‘Al vw. owing front 15 associ cts. |< iarkey-C it it’s s c<ood view « 
Jes oo etroff the P 8} with o thei rern C about six | nee of Sta e inau exal derailme: whist > of th: yciati | Squé y-Cat a for fis 
ss . P é every | Ww r F gur 1- | 3 ailme 1ich ie Rei ons juare G rer pla ieht 
ine el is ertaini creatio ar- at r usu aliforni aie. i oe B ‘tt inal’ al f ye 1ent oten ep om tek tlle « ae 
. yee Be _— n wi tette ap a al musi a. B 1 ; hous ig” and ki ea- s project of the bombi istag 1e, Sh: arden ight or t 
ing 1en he’ unny char ith fron ance usical 30YS | stuff se, th pictur indr nes ected. } Bua: ‘bing < $1.1 Sharl coul ; M he 
g as e’s bei y and acter ment 1 ‘Luci throw € routir Sit at th e ordi res ir red ay e regi . Nex apest E and 500,04 Key detai d pay Miudisor 
awa whe eing ent . . weia’ j vn i ine own e eH inarv ito th Eclai gattas xt co st Expr aix 000 i atle » tow.ist 1 
ay. n 1 paid ertai Bi is thei n.. & Th will ollyw ry : 1e air c¢ as and mes press x year > tine ie ede » oh 
as an Tha 1e giv d for ain- sill 1eir bi Sex- hat not ywood preer N L closes da fé s the Vi s| from ars fight Se at 
Ss an at p ives hi r wo te as big nat me sta and sram ee son ¢ ashi ien- rom N , $1,000 it 2 8s mad 
Pa artis ute Jess hie ser rk- ainm a wl g mo- | of « 1eans and d ad Dow a V. A. 8 — om Gin New X, 009 neg aaa 
ee st. T essel | servic us ent tl 10le is | Of outsid an inevi ay-a own - uplicate | at pl shot of t play school? York of whi 1e pé 
~ as, wi ount gs hata n th "es | ¢. ed by 1an tl s bett of vai e prod evitabl and-dat wit! cate tha ay, whi Decy th ; 1001? a heen a nf st 
» With show also * e cle fic y thi 1e six er e a audevi uct able b ate, 1a atof N vhiecl ocal Aime s. cal 
= he Mi w tc bri ar ce is is he six ac ent ably ille and ooki gr n ed Nata 1 d hb; ree Why ne 
pull iss T o.8 ngs thi fre s booki aiate acts for er- | Dov the into d a likeli King growing ducati an. SI) oes: ‘t mand MePh ly 0 : 
ment s typic ucker’ selling 118 e fr ing Md Meikl rmerlyv | yownto Holl = one ] elihc ‘ £. onal Show e t Wt on thei erson to i 
_ CE sec g pa thi om ae ilejot vir town ywo 10use 0d on m my it th > cn pe Y 
ton as ex al Broad o op ace is ty mana the in of uns for od, 1 _ pr sien vane rts ies ao? a hee : 
crs xpec auway erati tin pe of ageri » book a ; the » leavi ob- hati roo! | » ay, ¢ ily gets o Bos r hus q 
the ai whe ted ay er on ue ente al int yker j Cz rest ing anne Mari mate as Ai ts : ston is- 
: al oD hav of hi tertain- | ja -, rhe rtai nterfer 1s apaci st of th the ri, aaeew fund Ms aa laug! sh« ; 
thr r at ave } 1im t ain- e of e Milli ainme eren reser ity is j the fi TR . y an se tell a oa fl wh E 
' iropic di aa Meee bg ry cl jis c Saaek Wane Dollar md yong ener ver s just irst AN tubine d be ls tl Broad ' 
Jes Gennes high us wit iS- | u anceled, hous ollar 1] con- daily— seats under 2 Progr SLU show off, Par good 1e girl 24 i 
flu ssel hasn't’ 1-toned over | ushers d jus ses whe las be with one mat. but 2,500 wor gram 1 X wn wi ar ore} or so s to ' 
BCUCe asn't tl phils s frow st bece 1ere een ha at. a thre , no rld's 1ere fai of violi th th 1estr methi t 
this to j the an- wns at i Cause an ac > i _ shut and tw e sil Laval | news. i ‘airly R olins v e Wurli a lez ng. 
‘e _ are at it one act |] @ n. Se dow wo shows al vis s, includir bla ubi s val irlitz ader, j f 
‘ bz time pel hi apefruit’ { ie . of tt aren Scale: n be at nis row isit t uding nkets noff i ued a zer ¢ is 
, ang to ] but 1 1im t uit’s i biesiaen C he - 15e. at 50. 65 tween 5 ight vy obs o Berli - the B s the of the f s ask at $1.0 ollecti : 
the o ke leg o be in- DE - all oO je. at 65 and 7: 5.6:36 > taal eequics in P elas Be aby ray on 
mc ep ti oes over fur NV : , pening all ti a 75e.: 5:30 :don fii s and , Dwigl 1d- at fp aa oe 000, a 
ope ymer ne ; ver unny E the ig wa imes . ata nate flic) 1d tl ght Mor , ot alk.’ ake a and 
n it | unit with ¢ nati as a 1€8. ; chil- hee agit f 1e Pz or- he v parti ’ wil co 
; V1 and 1e st hap na The i} witl iture a brilliz they | Was) rom J: angbe violi tieul: ich } uple 
r or thr steps py fr Se ore J ith the of a ci iant af y offer sh. B Japan rn- stor na ¢ arly a. a 
Tu ae ome ba rom | ¢ chmi ches Jenv Chamber presi a Ccivi affair, i as rn y th to W y- hems im oes 
cker 2 sceni sh the i alone ti itt, stra nver, O ~ amber esiden ic m ir, in s would o parti 1e tin Ve- ANE iselve pressi ’ 
whole ¢ th nic shi inter to ires tl put o1 , led 1 cc. 9 | Senat r of C t of ovemeé reel d mez icula 1e she c Englis s carr sing. 
hole ¢g e mi shifts rveni fea s that 1 one by Se.° 9 nator St omn the U 1ent hous anaa r punch pwn | CUSSES ishma rry tl 
ie group iinor with ing ature of makes j of th MA Fred tables Strawbri nerce, ¢ > ptow ,| part se, os ames ntant s ite — 
, e : e e ‘ Ss b »iy j S ‘ > } of ‘“ 4V id “_ or 2 n as d worl] rof ™ 
— me tp tasent Miss steady f the I it clea eir ove cue on tl ridge 4 he may n | Hous an ence a new ry oes . d ec Key 
e uni = tha or Sif y frie > Denv ar why r- | d ton 1e ros and « ayor, | 1 se nc ewsr s the vS- rea. Unde ended ant a 
w lit \ at le the urnis ends er } iv thi ort mak “ ostr yther ,|ba t so } ree] 1e t ; asur er ‘ ie oe . Als- 
ond vhat i aug! <1 ‘Si shed s. P nas sO this | tunate] ce it s rum r no- dly t » hot c editor’ ough anyt y Mil Seer e situati 
dor ler ex It is a 1 pace be ilver a the s opula so ma tony ately snap f ’ obv ic deh od yetweel yn hie & or’s . T J hing Is, : etary ation 
m xpe +3 ° and Mi e mse Wi ry Ari score ar mn any | pps da ite aid my, Vi hi yusly ° ixers n str and "~ job. here’ par put of , 
with - ay ~ Miss ° akes ilson an rizona M and si nalodies | nie em ; Jack lich the: sient sO as ong pi situa There's rticuls neith the 
sitiede e and s s Tucker eff nm and aM singi ies | ti ch. Wi all wi ack they it tri s to picture } atea} *7Urn a ste ar er spills 
new & cot su id si ker ectiv a Jack W oon’ zing of | thing. Villi with Warne It's ade. catch o e house | & er ¢ aged illumi pills 
ipl i: > how wi 4 venes k Whi by 3 ol ik. ’ am P a : arner s ¢ h only use gets and bit ninati 
Jai and e of enter wis T ss 0 rite adds Hi | Ve Usug owe nice li r | hea juesti ily tre gets a li a wr betw ating 
augh- speci ) dra rtain - he f the added arry Varners’ sual li ell m.c’ » little : aded ti ion on ran- i's « augh, t restli ween g. 
he te jal, a anintls sehen, Pan Mig rales ig “hl ag: rs’ ow ghts, KF d every Gaines ‘turtle wi hethe stagey. — at et ie bes Joe 
¢ oes king and a > songs li co's * _— show ure. ¢ . n sta s, ik FPWR very- |i sville oN ith her a ye . ~4y > 
— = cre Bre ie 55. istin Cozy C ee r Speci ation S (tl n the B , Fla S1X twin- tl her 10t I hat 
~ ner es suple g R iy Cor : ane Specks > i he Belgi 1., or tl legs 1e M pla wt 
One Shapi repé - Int p of iad tut] orner’ ncho mili al pr yroadc most gian C the 1 es fre orris nt tl] ause 
‘ > Eni ro a artee vetw * two 1 Rols r’ Idez n & | llitary ogran cast, | ar “ intere , Cong = locust : ym pluggi s Gest vat d se 
a si pisode and al with J een hich. i or thr land ¢ a, whi scenes | ana 1 led _lare fr sting go strik st fligl : ing tl est-Nik weer 
Pp : e -_ al: . sh. ; ee ¢f as | hile | ies of pa t da off on om U gas ikes ¢ it ma 16} <ita rt fi ; 
Peter s with t so a t essel doi Miss Rola acts 1eadli fore t] of Wil atriotic wit) The nive s a novelt as th n ostri r she a Bali it is 
ker stop he enti slack ; ing a li oland s that iner re the ilshir ie dedi h alBb 1ere is rsal ovelty ne | there strich f a eft pi 
deliver pul eed atip kout. | ittle si d we also rate boul era e an ledicati srazi s an ° y. Bo ‘ > ar 1 far libr iece 
ied Ns > but e uni : ouple e singi ent ov rate ulevar of p d We ion; ril off other toth | and C e ai rm i brary ‘ 
—: ! her | wl ut ta | POW ep of th sins over ni Lec ard; r progres ster ; | expediti ered r jung Coney r vi n Afri y cli 
1 10% 1eads ren Mis: ws 1e g, danci icely eon Sch Pa SS ¢ rn be- ditic by t gle bi line ey Is ews rice p 
nui she Mis plendi OVS ncing v,| Mal Sch P ran yn oW boar ym je he yit fr of sle of aa 
Wi Lum be lake ; iss | F didly ys, ar 1g wit! Malc ilesi 10uNn ilshir ar , showi 2 Mat + fron l electri and Br nd 
; 16) r as rank y- id m.c’ ith | ana tte singe t ne lire | eater am ywing atto G , | backg ectric li at ni oadw 
bre re Pp thea ; she ; tati nk R 1.c'ed and at pr I ews: ater - onke g a iros grou lig) nict way 
reak is I aed audier | ations togers the | wi er H the ‘ooney. Ti aj tl wit) y ar dez so Fc nd is i its again ” ee 
ow! is j gets neces | ac s, W s, ve : | wit} ami orga y T be ree ; » @s ida , ad wi ra‘ s int agains ute 
- m nett ye od fy owed ntril 1out j iJton’ an, a une; || clip sere a gli ila | fits Maci eres st op: 
unit r tut wi ting tl an addi | Bi ould he d the oquistic i |} intermi all and ‘Alex- ye US s, lat en le ant ¢ s her agic C sting paque 
itr witl g the additi | gut 7 i have ere stic imi } M. A or ermissi run lex pe sed f ter by cture ant- the e, alti > Car 1g. e 
Pull outin 10out li two tional] | tai none ¢ easily mwe<d, ¢ mi- | Paci . Silve sion th x- | anyw or chi y Pat >, T oa te ean pet 
‘s ‘re limiti dou jtail i f tl y been | and hi pas: ifie er, & : rougl where rild athe, s he| Phi s ‘In gh n short 
wow. J Jes Anythi ating their |} in whi 1e act en ex his | auet coast t gen. © rh | the C , but or adult still ne B Old ot so tha 
we a tiosater ything Mi the rj it ov vhich thi s was xtend juet f st thez ngr _aGNn a Fr adult can| Pa aker gi Marien hot elon t 
¥F Ww. Ji sel g Mis m to} er ¢ this as le ed. | =! for eatres . of tl lads 1 om on a rosh-S inte arisi r giv axico’ alo 
-«& » mmy throw iss Ti o | playe some r $ pres mg, a _| Shagri everytl res, rat ie WI s being g ye -Soph fi rest | Fr an ho ves a and ne, 
wit! M. - y Ile $s Oo ucker ved the recent csentati de- | mar in an ytning; ates a 4 resul ge gli s goofy 1 fight ench me # spiel paewe 
h ¢ pre Padres ver j De it Oo ion ioe nad F ; : be t of mpse y, o at tl ma 2re f be 
. = eg wd naan _ La enver nes tl had | é agers ra dit yu- e the sed ne 101 nan yund ron 
pov “tg ee, @ > ajand M _ 8 that ad | a6tn s. M ank to } Spee 1e@ fray und of th igh 1} ner s, aff 1 her 
Josi adsnap does a | fori |; and ont fami at ha ging direc arty S L. .N Max | of ch ft ay. resse 1e | mili iaili and ecti t 
Stuff sie W ap fir =" a ta ner M: amily- ve Herr lirect Vv: ch Newm:s >, ‘) Mis ry U.S sed as tary ng o an ing @ 
¢ il ar é ris) ap spi danci a—dc y—Ali rey Mai or of wartz i man n His sissi ’. 8. Ss sa show y rou rom cent 
A hen da alton h, and spiel | gi ing, é » tigh ice, Ds | son p Maizlich f the ; is man- omic ppi on t n. Pat I own re tine G Har! » al- 
yes gain f orto do s0n Jules ease ‘ and s in it-wire a, Sol tier put ov anc new an- | Plai : proble n the Harri taliz ceiving ten. em. “ 
lets - At Be -anongy hon good. Th panto owen has . ng namie : wathine | — ver some Be -seapian rd hous % h. Saar not ieee not so a pres nee Consul a en, Delatietd or 
T up. ker Botan ge aa these | tion frot and nore - some illustrated 1ifty expl nr liev ir folks a except ~ anda = while —_ at General from ¥. 
i he ert oe / on ’ ym tl reen. ° ing. ro Sue! Se ploitati ving Pacey , ~~ ¢ . - 
sitiad ; Danny J] @ which = the | vase act the old a ren ‘ R A oo Rep Ls nile and 5 he ad ren ey ag 4 _, Governor's "1 New 
pr iginal, are gi never | se CAUS +» GOES iold *« a varii | ( ) . | gent . La Gue ; Le°] P lief in F vs F sk 
ronri nal 1 re gir doi e of j over j m in a- yY lose lema ardis » be- of S Fra rench and 
a « Priately » mltin 5 rls off j oing o1 } its ¢s in gr you a | tions an. doe a, anc Littl s taff ance " tro 
lame ly ¢ houg er not a nly f pee creat § il A si ‘i | as eS SF sther _ el , Ge atare ops 
Pea and igh cl r noth The T four a4 sha Six New Y nave : he yme r politi is sl eves n. M re U 
anaile » and a ger lotned -; but rhree or fil and br ipe etage wavy spli w York | val C1 , upl faci: itien] | é 1IoOWwn : ar-o] MacArt! » § 
dnines < wl rea ap- | jut no > Jays ¢< ve mim evit aides par F pli tal Oct | money " ae 1olds al e« 1] | and dolow- 14 Sac ethur ; 
c a us a - Miche nthe > flash , f | be f en so soc : are ¢ eae eme Brg a mo gives th » ae | nr er ig anes Pe ts aoe the yon re ea also ga solo a Chapn 
ld- ri ads yramid 7 a fir * iny. TF od wi $ rd , 1 es this w at 1 the Tk se te 3 e £ 1 over 2.8 on . speak th 1an 
tim s, whi id wi o ths resenti The en 1 ancers., | ing week mos roxy | W > cart put 3 tha r| ch whil aie his 
the 1e fz hile ~ vith t that! R tins : . scene they rs, tom: gis « Re ( st of | ith Cc rry ol it in at the ief, /* ile I in { ‘ plane 
ne bir av 'S : ophi he s | toland’ S a ‘coz nery : 2 try i ‘ mary ?} omedy Iniv or the | tack: ong ‘ur Cx mere ye ia c reaks j a B N nteresti 
®inr ne r mome bina yulls ix | un 1a s ‘ Zy CO! is novel. 1 io in ¢] ere, “ay, but | yne thir le. King t . Britt xport tri chant . ommis “hog into . Mayer sting 
Ming < proves % of rhes ulls her | inder 2 home. ne ner’ j l, rep- non, ne wsus While ut that’s hing two wide he aaare en of trade, pas Califor rission nm p< ge > Me ig 
iain omen win we Days, dolls ar toni a the bas in Ruth) it stand ual flast everythi cus- | 9¥_P s of 1) cut Illinois _{ ver t nia to i rom G¢ receiving 
arou acting t ys, TI S ant pi ‘ laven and pl 1 | the andout i 1 var thing e] ‘ ara? pul ut, cuntor is at-it “— invit soy. : — 
und tl Vv be- | ne si ictures iport, < jlaved RP combi a bal tyvle, tl lse Pa nount ylie a? ymers he pen tl e Presi toly h 
oe = | girls how hi es dressed and hu; 4 “ ett nbined yallet » tHe CU | ore the sc 5 puestic get | Mays coast 1e Oly ‘siden of 
4 yramid. Jo = and had no og the rhein a impii tes, is ballet number } 2% +t citi: ores witl yn. Botl Mayer lool late tl mpie g¢ t Hoo- 
| nee they wer ine of stage. | piicity . cons ef corps ivi look C izens ith a cli and br oks wel this “ ames ¢ 
re not al dancing | Before spicuous f ana | Tea r reek, N being t lip of 1 ceptal ief reply 1 and BB denn Mr. 
11<¢ 4D a a0% io LIOT 9 ao - f a ceo)- tan lv. ry r 7 ; 
issed for DS Pg solid bl _ its 1 iit mm alt YX. cc mAPTIZe 1 ‘ day ~ e was f The FP Likes ager r. 
10! + © ” ylack ite les houg sood f ad at (11 front res roo ' 
ne of girls K Cy | sor ear gh tal for a . vi ) : ident’ ‘ 
ier j , on ye t] j yme } . Pat alke ru? fay page t's a 
in black, in white two | dian reesei Petes + sel ten nor | his ber Wall =e stult Bun- 
cc ack r hi vo iy ¥ —~ yf A ris , { j se | i hes alker : f « : 
sontinued or drill tt ite and | 2 L game i <n sip we whee cinta n't | the pediagh mcmpe ee <1. ; = 
ued on P hroug! ft ans-Lux and w otre D with | A cancet + atenwt n givine 
age Sn a r sux § wat » Dame-i 1} A striki : »s arity i ving aw: 
age 40) | aia toe meee could aig In- |a ee ospitals Mx behalf oo 
E yt) ) "oul - 4 + ° rac ews : 3 - alt 
i That be aaah shot be wider rsa tor top 4 shot is New Ye of 
at wide : yroved — . inte ned | elas ep hill ; pling taf the or rk, 
screen 0% or rect | ; sand k I after 2A. hile elit 1e of 
on & more | Arout illing rtah limbin: 
#ports . i= ea Ind og zy one of : n mot di 4 
nets ij minutes ae alt its rid orcy=- 
pet s “ hesi é - riders. 
t short, wl sides aged — 
uch t e Magte the 
OOK ] : agic ° 
. il “ Car 
. Sha 7% 
n. 
w, 














I 


ea 


Pa eee & 


ON 





eee 






























sensors tna y Sele attire bt al Nan 


re 
3 
i 
P 
i 
‘s 
ar 
. a 


<Q eg pee 


egy stent 


» ‘ 
‘ A i 
NARs Fath ea ay thd 





VARIETY 


ah 








NEW ACTS 











Tuesday, October 13, 1931 





WILLIAM HAINES (1) 
In Person 

11 Mins.; One 

Capitol, New York (Pcts) 

Nicely covered up by an envelop- 
ing-written turn, William Haines 
slides by neatly enough for his first 
stage appearances. He's playing 
some of the Loew houses in the 
east under his Metro picture con- 
tract. Edgar Allan Woolf, Metro 
staff writer and former stage au- 
thor, wrote or composed Haines’ lit- 
tle turn of 11 minutes, with a big 
girl in if. 

To the audience in this large 
house Haines did not appeal as a 
novice stage performer. That tells 
how well Woolf covered him up. It’s 
Haines doing bits really, mostly in 
talk, with a bit of song and dance 
thrown in. The whole thing sug- 
gests Haines does more than he is 
doing, and that acts for Haines, 
since the entire thing runs but 11 
minutes. It’s really in three parts, 
making it swift. 

Act opens with the screen down 
in ‘one,’ and Haines at home in 
Hollywood. Word has gotten around 
he is going east for personal ap- 
penrances. Associates on the lot 
who know the picture house routes 
east stop in to commiserate with 
him. Charlotte Greenwood, Noah 
Beery, Robert Montgomery and 
Buster Keaton all pat Haines on the 
back and tell him how sorry they 
are for him. Keaton to finish his 
regrets places a lily in Haines’ hand. 
As the curtain arises, Haines is in 
‘one’ on the stage, holding the lily. 

Haines, young and personable, is 
agreeable when first speaking. 
While talking he is interrupted by 
a femme voice in the audience, The 
girl wants his autograph, and keeps 
annoying him until he says she'd 
better come up on the stage and 
get it. 

Up climbs Cupid Ainsworth, un- 
billed, a chunk of 265 pounds, net, 
from Hollywood. Cupid sends the 
affair along by antics, finally doing 
the song and dance Haines, joins in 
on. After that there’s but a little 
in talk for Haines to finish with. 

The bigness of the Capitol may 
assist. Haines in his slip-by turn. 
An intimate house might reveal him 
as the amateur on the stage he is. 
But this in person act also discloses 
tpat the picture actor, despite his 
newness to an audience or the 
stage, may be sent across in an in 
and out turn like this if he is right- 
ly protected by his author. It should 
aid Haines as well in handling dia- 
log for the talkers. 

To a theatre like the Capitol, a 
Loew house always playing the best 
Metro's first runs and therefore the 
haunt of the Haines-starred pic- 
tures, silent or noisy, Haines as a 
personal attraction should be worth 
something to the box office, Sime. 


Lou and Ruth CAMERON (1) 
Comedy 
15 Mins.: One 
Loew’s Orpheum 

With the aid of Billy Howard this 
man and woman team land in the 
front ranks of hokesters. The act is 
a series of dizzy bits and gags in- 
terspersed with a song or two for 
change of pace. Lou Cameron is 
an old timer, wise to all the gravy 
of hoke which he smears on thick. 
The peculiar part of modern vaude 
is that chaps like him tear audiences 
apart with laughs but find the going 
for time tough because bookers say 
they are old fashioned comedians. 

Lou Cameron is a fast hokester 
and, when necessary, goes to flip- 
flops and acrobatic hoofing. Ruth 
Cameron foils in spots and sings a 
pop tune in nice style. Howard 
piled up a solid hand with a ballad 
and also straights for the goofy Lou. 
This act is good for 99 out of every 
100 vaude theatres. It makes 'em 
laugh and laughs are the foundation 
of vaude. Fart. 


LYA and WOLF 
Aerial 
5 Mins.; Four (Special) 
Jefferson 

An importation from Europe that 
will find American audiences an 
easy pick. 
usual, turn has added value 
slickness of performance, 


On trapeze at opening for con- 
ventional routine, later going higher 
to horizontal bars, the girl ingrati- 
ates herself by the grace with which 
Throughout she’s an 
orb-teaser, certain to satisfy s. a. 


she works. 


admirers. 


The Leitzel lifts from a short web 
in an iron-jaw bit is a new wrinkle 
and might work out better for cur- 
used 


tains instead of the toss-out 
by many other acts. 
ATLASS, LaMARR and BETTY 
neces 
Mins.; One and Two 
Coliseum 


Char. 


Two boys and a girl specializing 
Rather weak ef- 
fort at the opening with a song and 
a subsequent plain stepping layout. 

Trio works together on a tapping 
number where each goes back and 
forth over a series of small hurdles, 


in tap routines. 


Effective. 


Miss Betty appears to be the 
easiest dancer of the turn, as the 
boys seem to be hoofing under diffi- 
The average run of boy step- 
pers run to the slim reed variety 
but Atlas and LaMarr seem husky 


culty. 


enough to be candidates for a var- 
sity football squad. 
Well received here. Mark. 


A little away from the 
in 


BOSWELL SISTERS 

Harmony 

15 Mins.; Three 

Palace (St. V.) 

‘For an act that’s been strictly 
radio in New York up to now, the 
Boswells, with but a week or so of 
breaking in, were exceptionally 
stage-broken at their opening Pal- 
ace show. 

All the Boswells do is sing. That's 
all John McCormack can do, too, 
poor fellow. Now the Boswells are 
the top femme radio harmonists. All 
they do is sing. But their singing 
was a riot Saturday with an audi- 
ence that has seen radiv siars in 
vaudeville theatres before. 

Connie Boswell, contralto crooner 
and the soloist, sits on the prop end 
of the piano bench during the songs. 
Her legs are paralyzed, though by 
some means she stands up behind 
the traveler at the finish and is 
standing for the bows. The other 
two sisters are grouped about her, 
one standing and the other playing 
the piano. They exit once to give 
Connie the stage to herself. She 
sings a ballad in a knockout man- 
ner and showed that singing or 
standing, a song is a song where 
the voice is there. Connie Boswell's 
deep, velvety pipes were built for 
the microphones. 

A mike is used throughout the 
act, all the singing going through it 
and coming out of two loud speak- 
ers placed at either ends of the pro- 
scenium arch. How the Boswells 
would sound without the mechani- 
ehl medium is never shown. And 
probably not necessary to chance it, 
for the mike in vaudeville isn't 
harmful. 

Act is staged and routined smart- 
ly and the girls, all pretty, neatly 


costumed. On their radio rep the 
sisters should attract some - busi- 
ness. Bige. 


BERNARD and GARRY 

Sonas and Piano 

17 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

This newly formed two-man 
combo comprises Felix Bernard and 
Sid Garry. Not the Bernard and 
Garry turn which had Fred instead 


of Felix. 
Vocal strength lies with Garry 
and he sustains the assignment. 


Sid Garry has a good voice, and as 
they still go pretty strong for imi- 
tations in the nabes, his impres- 
sions, including Harry Richman, 
Eddie Cantor, George Jessel, Al Jol- 
son and the late Joe Schenck 
brought him big returns. 

Bernard sandwiches in a little 
imitash of his own by doing a Littie 
Jack Little on the ivory box. 

The style of act isn’t new but the 
present Bernard and Garry frameup 
will get by nicely in vaude. It’s 
that hefty alone with Garry and 
his pipes. In Bernard, Garry has 
an able partner. Mark. 


MACK, HAROLD and BOBBIE 
Comedy Acrobats 

11 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

Of late rough and hoke three-ply 
comedy acro combos have been eas- 
ing into vaude with regularity. This 
one seems pretty new, especially as 
the two boys and the girl appear 
young and not stageworn. 

Usual hoofing by the three even 
to a double routine by the men 
touched off with some ground tum- 
bling. The girl for the most part 
also does some of the eccentric acro 
stuff, which includes some of the 
hoke falls and tricks seen around 
in similar outfits. 

The boys display some excellent 
team work but their attempts to get 
laughs with some pretty flabby 
dialog din’t get very far here. 

On the general acro routine the 
trio did well enough. Mark. 


DEAUVILLE LADIES (5) 
Acrobatic Dances 

9 Mins.; Full 

Audubon 

Four of the femmes work in uni- 
son, With each doing a bit of indi- 
vidual acro work as part of one of 
their combo routines. The fifth is 
the soloist, going in for some neat 
acrobatic dancing, with a one- 
handed spring a standout. 

The girls flash some nifty rolls. 
nipups and the usual ground stunts. 
Style not exactly new since acro- 
batic girls coming over from Europe 
in groups years ago. This contin- 
gent appears foreignesque in looks 
and routine, but have a fresh, youth- 
ful appearance that is in its favor. 

The ensemble work seems the 
weakest, the solo work the strongest. 

Did very well in the opening spot 
at this uptown house. Mark. 


DARBY O’DAY 
Xylophonist 

8 Mins.; One 
Englewood, Chicago 

Inspired by Will Mahoney, but 
not directly imitative, Darby O'Day 
stands out among xylophonists by 
sitting down on a high stool and 
playing the wooden placques with 
his feet. He does not dance upon 
the instrument. 

O’Day is not overly ingratiating 
as a personality and should not at- 
tempt laughs by such atrocious 
methods as smelling his own shoes 
before putting them on. Less stall- 
ing and more selling. 

For small time he should do well 
on the novelty alone. That is the 
reward of his patience in learning 
his feet how to replace his hands. 





Land, 


Arthur and Morton HAVEL (3) 
‘Hot Water’ (Comedy): 

20 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Palace (St. V.) 

The Havel boys are still using 
‘Oh, Uncle,’ only the locale is a 
ship deck instead of an apartment 
front. Harry Greene in writing this 
‘new act’ retained the same foun- 
dation and structure. But ‘Hot 
Water’ is equally strong as light 
comedy vaude entertainment and 
the change is sufficient to prolong 
its life. 

Helen Lockart holds over as one 
of the two girls. Denise Dooley, as 
the other, is a new blonde. Bud 
Williamson does a ship’s captain 
here in place of the cop of the old 
turn, serving the same purpose. 

The Havels know this routine up 
and down and still play it as though 
they like it. That helps, as well as 
the manner in which the routine 
and material so perfectly suits their 
style. Bige. 


WILLOCK 

Comedy 

17 Mins.; One and Two 
Englewood, Chicago 

Two college boys sprang a bright, 
and possibly entirely original, idea 
upon the Englewood. They gave 
their idea of a Fox Movietone 
newsreel. Each acted as the ‘voice’ 
alternately while the other, duck- 
ing behind a screen, climbed into 
costume to impersonate Gandhi, 


Mussolini, Primo Carnera, Rocke- 
feller, etc. It was all quite fresh 
and interesting, despite the awk- 


ward amateurishness of the pair's 
stage deportment. 

Boys got some experience in 
Madison at the U. of Wis.’s Hares- 
foot club. But they weren’t taught 
how to get on or off the stage. They 
had at least four anti-climaxes but 
withal suggested that they might 
get somewhere if by some magic 
they manage to get experience. 
They are quite unprepared, as is, 
to step onto the professional stage. 
Yet the originality and flair for 
the ridiculous and their success in 
grabbing a lot of real laughs in 
the face of their nerves and their 
newness cannot be dismissed. It 
remains a fact that new talent, 
especially new comedy talent, needs 
to be, and ought to be, encouraged. 
If college dtamatic clubs can pro- 
duce anything more striking than 
obligato singers or mandolin twang- 
ers, it’s a pity that present paucity 
of small time vaude dates makes 
the breaking in and eventual ab- 
sorption so difficult. 

Shortly it may come to pass with 
small time, burlesque, musical tabs 
and other sources gone dry, there 


may be a grevious shortage of 
comedians. Maybe RKO should 
hire an official worrier. Land. 


AMANDA RANDOLPH (1) 
Songs 

10 Mins.; One 

State 

Amanda Randolph, colored girl 
singer ,has been around New York 
vaude houses past season with Ray- 
nor Lehr and LaMano’s Parisian 
colored band acts. Her peculiar 
slouchy walk, dynamic personality 
and natural perpetual grin com- 
bined with a peachy singing style, 
won her plenty of applause. She 
has branched out with a single as- 
sisted by a colored boy, Fitzhugh 
Weston, at the piano. The act was 
only a few days old when caught 
here. Miss Randolph was all dressed 
up like Astor’s pet horse. It cut 
down her style and personality. She 
lost her funny slouch walk and her 
gestures were stilted. 

Her songs need re-routining a lit- 
tle. The lad at the piano should be 
given a short crack to show up. 
Dressed in her familiar loose fitting 
style and with a little more work, 
Miss Randolph looks like a sure 
fire bet as a singing single. Earl. 


EUGENE JACKSON (2) 

Dancing 

10 Mins.; Full 

RKO, L. A. 

Eugene Jackson is the colored boy 
who played in ‘Cimmaron’ and 
‘Sporting Blood.’ As a vaude at- 
traction he can stand on his own. 
Plenty of personality and a good 
share of hoofing ability put him 
above the average picture kid who 
takes to the stage. It's doubtful if 
his two picture appearances make 
him a draw. 

His two tap routines are fast, 
both off-rhythm. During a change, 
his brother comes out to sing a 
number, Brother means nothing 
outside of giving Eugene a chance 
to breathe. 

For the finish both do the over- 
worked stair dance. This can be 





eliminated. Call, 
‘WHITE FLASHES?’ (3) 
Skating 
6 Mins.; Full 
86th St. 

Two boys and a girl on roller 
skates. Dressed neatly in silver 
costumes backed by an _ ordinary 


black velvet curtain, making it quite 
effective. Okay opener or closer, 
although the girl will have to do 
some more practicing before the 
turn is fit for big time. 

Both of the men are steady on 
the wheels and do all the standard 
tricks, plus adding the touch of 
playing the violin while doing a toe 
spin. Girl, in her numbers, spilled 
several times and seemed to be ner- 
vous, Kau}. 





SOPHIE TUCKER (1) 
With Ted Shapiro 

Songs 

50 Mins.; Unit 

Paramount (Pcts) 


First American appearance for 
Sophie Tucker after 18. months 
abroad, to team with George Jessel 


These Days.’ Jessel gets top. billing 
while unit takes title from Miss 
Tucker’s personality. Maybe that 
balances things. But Miss Tucker's 
return, if anything, looks like she 
can go on forever. Her new song 
are particularly punchy, whether 
for dramatic fare or for humor, and 
her lyric tricks slam over as usual. 
Ted Shapiro at the piano. 

Between herself and Jessel they 
run in and out of the unit for most 
of the running time. Miss Tucker's 
solo stuff altogether may run to 
around 12 or 15 minutes here, but 
it’s k. o. all the way, as is Miss 
Tucker herself. When she sings her 
fav, ‘Some of These Days,’ for a 
finale after some reptartee with 
Jessel, Soph’s forced to the front for 
extra bows. 

Besides which Miss Tucker knows 
how to wear stage gowns that come 
down long and make her look slim 
with some unusually long kerchiefs 
that might go as well for pillow 


drapes. Probably that’s for femme 
interest, but when Miss Tucker 
shakes her head in her original 


fashion since copied by others in 
pulling a ‘lonesome woman’ tune the 
audience recognizes it for a’ hand. 

Another big number is that one 
sung as a warning to a taxi dance 
hall hostess. Dramatic, this, and 
offering Miss Tucker a strong finish. 
Jessel and the line help out here 
against certain setting. 

Miss Tucker still brightens. the 
footlights as one of the great femme 
solos, with a big personal following. 

. Shan. 





EDDIE SOUTH ENSEMBLE (5) 
Musical 

13 Mins.; Full 

Englewood, Chicago 

Currently appearing at the Club 
Rubaiyat, Bill Rothstein's nite: club, 
this five-piece Negro orchestra 
doubled into the Englewood just to 
see what they meant for vaudeville. 
It was not clearly established be- 
cause obviously they were badly 
routined. Opened like a morgue 
with ‘Eli, Eli,” and didn‘t get any 
real combustion until the sizzling 
hot encore. 

One thing stood out. South is a 
remarkable musician and has dis- 
tinctly modern conceptions of jazz. 
For those whe dote upon the un- 
usual and bizarre in orchestrations 
and harmonics he has much to 
arouse admiration. That suggests 
that when better routined it is a 
group that could make its mark. 

It is not too much to suggest that 
South has the makings of an El- 
lington or a Calloway. His musi- 
cal notions are distinctly arresting 
and if anything he would have an 
edge for he gets more sweetness 
and less raucous blasting. Indeed, 
having no brass whatever blasting 
is physically impossible. With only 
five men now, it is almost impera- 
tive to augment for vaudeville. Yet 
with so much that requires doing 
Eddie South's orchestra is em- 
phatically not just another colored 
noisemaker., 

Prior to coming to Chicago South 
was in Vienna, Austria, for some 
time, Land, 


SEMON and SAURE 
Singing, Talk 

11 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome 


As a sister team Primrose Semon 
and Blanche Saure are a happy com- 
bination, They do crossfire and 
songs, well arranged, that gets them 
over the hurdles without any stum- 
bles or spills. Miss Semon formerly 
appeared with a male partner. 

Admittedly showing here under a 
handicap in view of immense size of 
house, the Misses Semon and Saure 
set out to overcome that as best 
they could stepping up their voices 
and succeeding fairly . 

Opening talk revolves around men 
and the mugg Miss Semon was out 
With last night. Moderately strong 
and well sold. Miss Semon follows 
with a special song, two girls top- 
ping with an arrangement of old- 
time tunes with a twist, then turn- 
ing to a double, words of which are 
set to pop melodies. 

Did nicely next to closing Satur- 
day afternoon. Char. 





MICKEY FEELEY (1) 
Songs 

10 Mins.; One 

Loew’s Orpheum 

Mickey Feeley, accompanied by an 
unbilled girl pianist, is doing an act 
which is neither poor nor good. it 
is of the type called playable. The 
young woman reminds of Mildred 
Feeley, in vaude some time ago. 
She sells her songs in a personable 
manner in a rather sweet toned so- 
prano. Her voice does not sound 
cultivated, which is evident in 
transitions of register, but it suf- 
fices, 

The act lacks a real socko punch 
to take it out of the playable class 
and lift it into the demand class. 
Material should do the trick as Miss 
Feeley has plenty of personality and 
parades enough talent to convince 
one she could handle punchier 


Farl. 





songs. 
{ Girl at the piano, oke. 


in the Boris Petroff unit, ‘Some of 


a Pe: 


——. 
—— 


BORES THOMASHEFSKy (2) 
Taik, Singing 

19 Mins.; One and Four (Special) 
Jefferson 

The eminent Yiddish character 
actor, Bores Thomashefsky, is not 
all-around vaudeville, but in New 
York and for a select few who know 
of hi8S work and admire it his act 
satisfies. Additionally, it bears its 
interesting side for those who, for 
instance, know something of ‘Eli 
bli,’ Yiddish lament which he com. 
posed for one of his own shows 49 
years ago on the Bowery. It’s in the 
routine as done then. Otherwise 
Thomashefsky has a long, somewhat 
draggsy and stiffly operated attrac. 
tion. 

Getting a reception here on the 
east side, where he is widely known 
and idolized, Thomashefsky rose to 
the occasion neatly, displaying then 
and later his facile presence of mind 
on the stage. It’s easy to listen to 
Thomashefsky, but his drunk scene 
from a Yiddish play lacks impress- 
iveness. 

With him is the prima donna, 
Mme. Regina Sukovich, who co. 
starred in ‘The Singing Rabbi.’ She 
sings both in English and Hebrew, 
In possession of a moderately good 
voice, the prima is too stiff for 
vaude, always seeming out of her 
metier but valiantly trying to cover 
up with a gracious smile. 

An interlude in ‘one’ brings out 
several laughs from a light scene in 
‘Singing tabbi,’” topped by song, 
Closing, the prima does ‘Eli Eli’ 

Act was accepted warmly Friday 
night, Char, 
DELORES DE MONDE and 

Canadian Knights (5) 

Songs and Comedy 
15 Mins.; Full (Special) 


Jefferson 
Pretty hard for a rough comic, 
male quartet and prima donna to 


ride along on a comedy effort and a 
serious vocal embellishment, but 
the DeMonde Co. has rounded out 
fairly good entertainment, 

The stage is a special set of a 
north woods cabin where four Royal 
Mounties are talking about captur- 
ing some killers. In flounces the 
comic, a miniature of the other men 
in size and also dressed asa trooper, 

The quartet handles him roughly 
for laughs and frame him for a 
travestied love scene with the in- 
spector’s daughter, played by Miss 
DeMonde. All the comedy is hokey 
with songs injected at intervals. 

Miss DeMonde and the quartet 
have a number, ‘Ride With Me’ 
that is decidedly effective. The men 
also have an inning as a singing 
contingent and please with hare 
mony. 

It is a bit roughhouse in layout, 
this turn, but in the main aimed 
at comedy results. The fellow play- 
ing the sawed-off trooper is a hard 
worker, keeps his bits worked up 
and also shows skill as a dancer. 

The Jefferson audience seemed to 
think a lot of the act, judging from. 
the laughter and applause. Mark. 





FIOCHI TROUPE (4) 
Acrobatic 

7 Mins.; Full 
Jefferson 

A recent German importation of 
three women and a man doing some 
flashy ground tumbling and balance 
ing with the man doing most of 
the understanding. The acrobatic 
work of the one of the femmes was 
not only done with ease and rape 
idity but maintained longer in exes 
cution than others of this kind. 

The women dress a little bit dif- 
ferent than the old familiar acro 
style and it's for the best, as it gives 
their appearance more of a modern- 
istic touch. 

A part of the routine is a la 
Japanese in that the man uses one 
of the women for a juggiing object 
and by his feet alone whirls her 
through space for some 13 fast 
evolutions. ‘ 
Act as a whole reels off some nice 
and nifty acro stuff, particularly 
one of the Fiochis. Proved a corke 
ing good opener on the eight-act bill 
at the Jeff. Mark. 


FREDDIE BERNARD 
Songs, Gags 
10 Mins.; One 
Academy 

Freddie Bernard, formerly Ber- 
nard and Garry, and later with his 
own band and specialty people, has 
gone in for a single. It is weak. 
But for three singing imitations at 
the finish it would have let Bernard 
oft with a cipher. He has powerful 
pipes, which he uses for pop tunes 
okay. He tells the umbrella gas. 
which Jack Benny recently told at 
the ace Palace, and got nothing. 
Benny socked ’em with it. Differ- 
ence in delivery and knowing how: 

Bernard should stick to his sins- 
ing and let funny muggs tell gags: 
As a songster he rates okay. AS 
part of the Bernard and Garry out- 
fit he fitted into the singing picture. 
It should be the tipoff to a smart 
performer. Bernard should be smart, 
as he has been in show business 
long enough, Farl. 


ZARRO and VALLEN 








Skating 

7 Mins.; Two 

RKO, L. A. ; ' 
Usual skating routine with nee” 

ing to make the team “sind oul 

Finish has one of the boys doins = 

whirling while the other has 4 Pes 

hold. Call. 


Will do as an opener. 
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set some kind of a record. Another Rieffenbachs were received cor- 
PALACE change isin. the wife part, Marie STATE —— PALACE, CHICAGO 
(St. Vaude) Mallory now doing this character “3 State this week !s long on Al Abbott, with his talking single, Chicago, Oct. 10. 
Losing a headliner on Wednes- | bit. Jackie Terris is the new boy's TR canny 2D areca oa pt on stage|is the type of attraction which has Opening against the Notre Damee 
day before the Saturday opening} name. Still another addition is a] entertainment. Two reasons for|twWo strikes against him when in aj} Northwestern excitement, and wet 


means @ booking office headache 
that can’t be fixed by aspirin. ‘The 
only cure is another headliner. 
‘rank Fay was the headliner lost 
and Morton Downey the headliner 
gained, which makes it even or bet- 
ter for business. With Richy Craig 
m. cing okay in his fourth week, 
the suspicious Fay drop-out wasn't 
50 important after all. 

Anyone unfamiliar with the pol- 
itics might figure that RKO with 
its related Radio show families 
ghould not have such a difficult time 
digging up 4a last-minute name, 
especially from the NBC. But oddly 
enough the life saver, Downey, is 
from CBS, as are the Boswell Sis- 
ters on.the same bill, with the Co- 
lumbia network, not NBC, getting 
the mention in announcements at 
the ace theatre on the RKO circuit. 

If that’s co-operation, Jim Lon- 
dos is an adagio dancer. Which 
might prompt David Sarnoff or a 
couple of vice-presidents to make 
an inquiry. Though maybe the 
NBC with its nine v-p’s might have 
seven or eight too many, which 
could be one of the faults. 

if CBS can supply the two largest 
hits on one Palace Dill, it’s difficult 
to understand why NBC can’t pro- 
vide one once in a while. If not for 
its own 15%, perhaps it would be 
possible for NBC to sell acts cheaper 
to vaudeville if not to its adver- 
tisers, with that 15% radio com- 
mission the greatest booster of a 
performer's salary yet devised in 
the show business. That should be 
recalled when talk of high salaries 
is repeated. Or mightn’t NBC de- 
vote more effort to getting its own 
acts into the Palace if only to keep 
CBS’ acts and plugging mention of 
the Columbia network out of the 
Palace announcements? 


It isn’t for the Palace to worry 
about, for as long as there is a 
CBS to provide a pair of headliners 
for one bill, with these followihg 
another CBS star, Kate Smith, the 
Palace needs the NBC about as 
much as the NBC needs nine v-p’s. 

Upon the ether foundation the 
Palace has a nicely entertaining bill 
this week. The playing is better 
than the paper for a change. Among 
the other acts are two standard 
vaude combinations, the Havels and 
Morris and Campbell, and a ball- 
room team from a nite club, Veloz 
and Yolanda, besides Richy Craig. 

Craig is repeating a couple of bits 
but the majority of his current stuff 
is mew this week, making him the 
first Palace run m, c. to change so 
often in the material line. This 
month, in suddenly raising Craig to 
the heights as it did, must have 
been a strain. He was to have 
gone away this week for a needed 
rest, but consented to stick after 
Fay faded. The cute dancing girl 
is again with him for’ the type- 
writer bit in the box and the card 
trick. 

Instead of grouping it at the finish 
Craig is spreading it out between 
all acts after the deuce this week, 
and gets results each time. He 
used the Havels once, otherwise m. 
c.ing alone until the finish, when 
parts of most of the preceding acts 
were on for a blackout. 

30swell Sisters (New Acts) drew 
Most of the advance _ interest 
through general curiosity as to how 
they'd do on a stage. At the Pal- 
ace Saturday they were fine. 

Royal Uyeno Troupe, seven Japs, 
all men, risleyed through the open- 
ing spot before one of the most ex- 
pensive looking embroidered back- 
drops seen in moons in a vaudeville 
theatre. Three Gobs, colored hoof- 
ing trio, hopped the buck into 
enough applause for an encore, but 
they took two encores which let 
them down, Their dancing is a 
cinch to get them around the bases 
and the first trick harmony encore 
not bad. They could have gone home 
With a big hand, but they stuck for 
another and laid there. One of the 
boys is the world’s champ perspirer. 

Arthur and Morton Havel (New 
Acts) in their five-people ‘Hot 
Water’ sketch by Harry Greene, had 
no trouble, nor did Don Zelaya No. 
4 with his pianolog. Though the 
Stout dialectician did his best to 
turn the audience sentiment in the 
Wrong direction with an unneces- 
Sary and not so cute piece of biz 
While announcing his last number. 
The Boswells closed the first part. 

Veloz and Yolanda, opening after 
intermish currently, were at the 

alace a year and a half or so ago 
and that week were spotted last on 
an all-dancing show that didn’t end 
Until 5:30. This time they’re given 
> break and deserve it. There is no 
he looking or dancing refined 

“room team around today. Sup- 








young girl called Marion Kingston, 
who gives the turn its finish with a 
cooch that’s supposed to be a rum- 
ba. Previously Veloz and Yolanda 
gave the Palace its first sight of a 
rumba without the cooch. Miss 
Kingston isn’t exactly necessary to 
the Morris and Campbell turn, for 
the act is still as reliable as ever 
but she probably gives it a new look 
and an extra sock, 

Downey did four regulars and 
three encores before they’d let him 
scram, practically closing the show. 

Business downstairs rather light 
Saturday afternoon, but upstairs 
heavy, with not much time for ad- 
vance work on the emergency head- 
liner, 3ut the balcony business be- 
speaks of radio trade. This same 
peculiarity was noticed during Kate 
Smith’s stay. Bige. 


CHESTER 


(RKO UNIT) 

Four-act bills may not always be 
considered a full meal by some 
audiences who would not think of 
and blame it on depression, but this 
one should suit appetites all 
around. It has variety, diversity, 
nice balance and evenly-distributed 
entertainment for all. 

Current intact has worked two 
minor show dates and two splits in 
Brooklyn before moving into the 
Chester, from whence it hits the 
road. There are still a couple fur- 
rows that need harrowing out for 
general tightening of the perform- 


ance, regardless of low running 
time of 52 minutes as clocked up 
here, 

Naughton and Gold, all-around 
comedy act with a strong bite in 
spots, are in penultimate. It’s one 


spot where more smoothness is de- 
sired. From all appearances, with 
that partly based on comparison 
with routine as done in recent non- 
intact houses, the English twain is 
trying to pad out a little too much. 
They go into some legger trickery 
about center with spills for laughs, 
but come near to leaving it all 
hanging in the air, turning sud- 
denly, when no other way seems 
out, to a little dancing legit. The 
episode lets them down. 


If Naughton and Gold must hold 
to that 16-minute running sched- 
ule, more crossfire seems advisable. 
They’re k. o. at that in the little 
they attempt. 


As a couple of muggs in fore- 


front of act, with one essaying a 
swell drunk, they go over the 
hurdles handsomely. Later for 


bow-off their union workmen pas- 
quinade sends them over in high. 

While Naughton and Gold could 
cut down, Ledova, following them 
for close appears to have resources 
enough in herself and partner, plus 
the Cuban girl carried, Rae Bon- 
stine, to lengthen the 17 minutes 
she did Thursday night. The ballet 
dancer is in her finest fettle ever, 
making a strong bid for the short 
first line among persons heading 
acts of her type in vaude. To guard 
against too much of a straight tony 
ballet taste, she and her partner, 
Leon Varkas, strive for a lighter 
touch, Their comic satire of old- 
time ballet workers, polished off 
with a European dash of humor 
without going too lowbrow, takes 
them far away from the usual with 
ballet acts. A rhumba production 
number follows, built up with Miss 
3onstine doing ‘St. Louis Blues’ in 
Spanish, n. s. g., and a song and 
dance bit invoking proper atmos- 
phere for the rumba, 

The Ledova act is a case where 
four people do a lot and could do 
more. Even the looker pianist 
counts. 

The B spot contains eye-attract- 
ing Anita Case, not to be confused 
with Anna Case. Miss Case here- 
tofore used her middle initial ‘Y’., 
It's now removed, maybe for eu- 
phony. 

Miss Case didn’t floor ’em up here 
but the way her ably setup songs 
were bought should have _ been 
nearly as encouraging as that to 
her. Diversity of material takes in 
a Russian folk song, both in Eng- 
lish and Russian with diction here 
suffering and another multi-lingual, 
‘Two Hearts.’ Miss @ase goes into 
still another old tune from ‘June 
Moon’ (musical) but makes it live 
by announcing the number as done 
by Evelyn Herbert in that show. 
It makes her sound like Big Broad- 
way to mention that and the Helen 
Morgan name, 

Three Lordens, trampoliners, fire 
the first shot. For acts of this kind, 
the Lordens rank with the best. 
They've been smart enough to 
flavor their legit work with comedy 
that serves without slamming any- 





| girl 


only five acts instead of usual six, 
are length of feature talker, ‘Free 
Soul’ (Metro) which runs $3 min- 
utes, and four shows. The stage 
show is weak. Even with reduced 
running time and smaller bill, it 
could be better. 

Combined with the weakness as 
a sort of counter irritant was an 
apathetic audience Saturday after- 
noon They lolled in seats much as 
a straight picture audience does and 
were most difficult to startle. Some- 
times an eager audience will stam- 
pede a so-so show into a sock. It 
looked for a while as though Jim 
Toney, on third, had ’em going, but 


house like this where it’s a sleeper 
suffered 
to a 


jump to the balcony. He 
as a result, sneaking away 
meager hand. 

A beiter round of applause greet- 
ed efforts of Primrose Semon and 
Blanche Saure (New Acts). But 
both girls put their all into their 
work, realizing handicaps over 
which they had no control. In her! 
special song Miss Semon raised her | 
volce fur a far 





reach. j 


That singularly fitting attrac- | 
tion for the family and the kids, 
Ike Rese’s Royal Midgets, threw a 


lot of flash onto the tailend of the 





it was just a false flash. 
Toney, aided by a most thin blonde 
foil and dancer worked like a 
demon for laughs. His success} 
lasted just as long as he stood out! 
there and spieled. His exit and 
finish were another excuse for the 
mob out front to relax the hands 
and button up their loud speakers. 
Toney has a funny act and with any 
kind of break here will no doubt put 
over a sock. The young unbilled 
girl dances nicely. Her diction is 

rather indistinct at times. 

Stetson, hat juggler, was an un- 
happy choice to open. Okay for 
outlying neighb houses, but not 
here. The act is slow and at this 
particular show muffed_ several 
tricks. Better to follow an opening 
flash for his type act than starting 
a show. Stetson kicked the props 
out of any kind of tempo. 

Amanda Randolph (New Acts), 
assisted by Fitzhugh Weston at the 
piano, was put under rather unfair 
tests. This colored girl singer, late 
of a colored band act in which she 
was outstanding, just broke in this 
single. With only three days’ work 
she was rushed into the State. 
Even so she did okay. One month 
from now she will be set to tear 
the State audience wide open. 


Nayan Pearce and Jay Velie were 
billed but did not open, They were 
replaced by Bryant, Rains and 
Young, combo of five girls and a 
man. Featured trio are dancers of 
both ballroom and adagio. The dct 
does not bill anyone else. Two 
girls play two pianos and another 
the harp. They combine for some 
neat harmeny singing which landed. 
A pretty blonde fast acrobatic 
dancer punched over a solid hit. 
Act is neat in every direction and 
pleased okay. 

Joe and Pete Michon are billed out 
front as there in person. They are. 
A new opening with a woman, prob- 
ably one of the wives, and a small 
burro sets the tempo, The bays 
have not changed their familiar 
routine a bit. It was shortened, 
however, to conform with the four 
shows. This act can always be de- 
pended on to do well. 

Business off. Finish of vaude 
show saw them coming in, Earl, 


HIPPODROME 


This large operation nestling un- 
der the ‘L’ is another where a low 
scale for a lot turns the trick. The 
wide open spaces over here take a 
plethora of dimes to fill, but when, 
as Saturday afternoon, the lower 
floor is 95% filled and the balcony 
well populated, those dimes count 
up big. 

A feature, 





eight acts and trim- 
mings, plus an added feature for 
early comers with doors’ open 
at 10 a. m. and a special preview 
on Friday nights, all go to make 
up attractiveness for the low- 
spenders. The 50c top, ranging up 
from various low prices from 10 
a. m. is a puller. 

Though nothing outstanding in 

the stage show, it runs 100 minutes, 
picture, ‘American Tragedy’ (Par), 
on second run here, taking up 98 
minutes, Also, the vaude show 
represents a wealth of variety and 
in many respects good solid family 
entertainment. 
_Opener is Marcus Sisters and 
Carlton Bros., whose dance work 
probably was an addition to acro- 
batic endeavors, latter coming out 
strongly throughout. In a setting 
that is flash rather than acrobatic, 
the layman will notin any way view 
this as other than a flash, calling 
the rest trimmings. The brothers 
stand out vividly in their smooth 
novelty routines. Nicely liked. 

No. 2 holds Tom and Betty Won- 
der, dancers, who polish off the 
legger work with a condiment of 
song. A youthy team, the Won- 
ders score with ease throughout, 
Tom's fast dancing only barely 
overshadowing the hotcha song 
number his sister does. 

Bud Harris, now splitting billing 





with Tom Brookins, but leaving the 


|a nice bite. 


; team, with Carr and Reed working 


proceedings. Act runs 28 minutes 
and includes 15 midget workers, 
among them a little colored lad} 
whose buck tap spot brought out] 


. } 
In spite of the vacuous 


Hipp, the half-growns got over k. 0. 
Finale seems a little long and thus 
slow, while another of minor faults 
in routining and staging is the con- 
tinuous repetition of If you please,’ 
uttered with a gesture to the pit 
leader by the m. c. after announc- 
ing each number. 
The news is Pathe’s. Char. 


LOEW’S ORPHEUM 


This is a type of the Loew neigh- 
borhooder which explains the stabil- | 
ity of that company in the last year 
of depression. House is the remod- 
eled old Yorkvife in Bast 86th 
street, and although a flashy in- 
terior, is not the equal of the nearby 
RKO-Proctor 86th Street, partic- 
ularly as to acoustics. 

This week’s stage show is an un- 
distinguished layout of five turns 
representing comparatively small 
cost and the picture is “Bought” 
(WB). Altogether a routine enter- 
tainment. But it drew capacity 
Saturday afternoon and this is a 
normal state of affairs, while the 
RKO ‘stand is an in-and-outer, do- 
ing well when it has the show and 
poorly when it hasn’t. 

RKO scale is four bits against the 
Orpheum’s 35c. top on the week- 
end, but that doesn’t entirely ex- 
plain the steady trade in one and 
the spotty returns in the other. 
Probable answer is the superiority 
of the week in and week out film 
bookings of the Loew house. For 
example, this week’s trailer prom- 
ises next week ‘Free Soul,’ straight 
from its high scale exploitation on 
Broadway. 

Stage proceedings average neigh- 
borhood entertainment with a fair 
level of low comedy. Opening wiih 
a first class acrobatic flash in the 
teinhardt-Bonhair Troupe, five 
members now instead of the former 


six. Neatly presented turn made 
up mostly of risley work and 
ground tumbling set in a nice 


sketch-like structure with the mat 
worker doing a comedy schoolmas- 
ter and the mounters as his pupils. 
Incidental comedy brightens strik- 
ing routines all done in precise 
acrobatic style. 

ydia Harris, a quiet No. 2, single 
woman doing a short song cycle of 
no special distinction, opening with 
a blues and later running into bal- 
lads, always popular with this type 
of clientele, 

Chamberlain and Himes, man and 
woman character knockabouts, do- 
ing tough characters before a tene- 
ment street drop and working hard 
for good returns. Vigorous dance 
bits help and the finish is an elab- 
orate travesty dance to the song 
‘My Man’ for a burlesque Apache 
finale, 

Next to closing the veteran team 
of Raymond and Caverly, doing 
their ‘Dutch’ tangled talk much as 
they did it 20 years ago. Only 
they make it topical with humorous 
slants on such subjects as depres- 
sion. Also they are still building 
much of their cross talk on discus- 
sions of a ‘stiff ticket.’ The old 
stuff still goes. First three acts 
were run off in less than 25 minutes, 
but Raymond and Caverly held ’em 
for 15 and were going strong at the 
getaway. 

Caesar Rivoli Co., another old 
timer both in its principal and in 
the idea, also took a quarter of an 
hour and held interest. Rivoli has 
elaborated the old impersonations of 
composers with a production back- 
ground, and if it shows nothing new 
in idea, at least it supplies a fresh 
background for a singing flash. It’s 
all small time arrangement, with an 
especially stilted finish in a trans- 
parency for the impersonation of 
Victor Herbert, but it goaled this 
mob. Rush, 


EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, Oct. 4. 
Bill following Jeanette MacDon- } 
ald’s two weeks appearance, during 
which business reached the unpre- 
cedented total gross of $60,000, is 


and miserable weather, Bill Robin- 
son and his troupe of 25 shades of 
brown got away nicely in spite of 
the obstacles. It does credit to this 
theatre’s increasingly good standing 
with Chicago that they were coming 
rapidly at the close of the first show, 

This ‘Hot from Harlem’ arrange- 
ment comes in as a _ satisfying 
enough novelty to break up the 
sameness of the week-after-week 


standard five-act vaude line-ups. 


Ran 70 minutes and seemed like 
half that Moved fast, with much 
dancing, but relieved with regular 


|revue features of comedy and sing- 


| ing. 


owes much to that 
speed, for the component parts of 
the outfit, with, of course, Bill Rob- 
inson as an exception, were not suf- 


Colored show 


| ficiently powerful to hold up on their 


own. But all bits, added together, 
fitted in solidly enough to make an 
entertaining session. 

Other than that, show was all Bill 
Robirson, who had to get off the 
stage in order to let the other 24 
members of the cast get some at- 
tention from the audience. He was 
on twice, once early in the show for 
a number with the good girl chorus, 
and later down next to the finale, at 
which time he wrecked the proceed- 


ings with his regular vaude act, 
from his gagging opening to the 
stair dance. Flash of the stairs 


broke the applause. 

Next to Robinson, but far down, 
came John Mason as the ace com- 
iker. Not much material, but he 
does work with it. Prayer meeting 
scene and the drunk number were 
the big laugh moments. Chorus of 
12 gals and six men work hard 
throughout; on and off in quick suc- 
cession, Well drilled and active. It 
was the speed rather than rea] merit 
that got this audience excited; but 
speed that was smooth and not 
hectic. 

There was also warbling, both 
male and female, and just about 
what was expected. Entire setup 
impresses as a background for Rob- 
inson, who was the show. 

‘Skyline’ (Fox) feature. 


86TH ST. 


Plenty of vaude at this house, with 
five pretty good acts, four standard. 
It doesn’t quite blend into a good 
bill, because of lack of pace. Switch- 
ing the acts around might help that, 
but even as is there ought to be 
enough entertainment for most cus- 
tomers, 

Starts slowly with White Flashes 
(New Acts), roller skating trio, and 
looks bad for the first half of the 
Rogers and Wynne combo. Latter 
are two youngsters doing taps and 
not fitting even the deuce spot until 
they drag on Pa and Ma, who know 
something about dancing and show- 
manship. It puts the act over nicely. 

Abe Reynolds, spotted here, might 
have been better as the closing act, 
His material doesn’t help. He's still 
doing that ‘Accidents Will Happen’ 
skit. It’s also in the Smith and Dale 
short made by Paramount recently. 
Either way it’s bad, because it’s the 
same act, line for line, with even a 
fellow in the Reynolds act loking 
like Joe Smith. 

Ross and Edwards seemed to 
please the crowd here with their 
chatter and probably can continue 
doing so in outlying houses. For 
Broadway they could use some new 
material. 

Miss Vanessi’s act closed by top- 
ping anything on the bill. Her 
rhumba is still the best number, 
with the four singers allotted a bit 
too much time. But it’s a colorful 
act. 

With the Vanessi turn trading 
places in the lineup with Abe Rey- 
nolds it would have split the comedy 
and given more variety to the lay- 
out, plus adding speed, 

‘East of Borneo’ (U) picture. 

Good business downstairs and on 
the shelf Saturday afternoon. Kauf. 


RKO, L. A. 


(8 Act Policy) 


Los Angeles, Oct. 8. 

Joe Plunkett saw the first show 
of the renewed eight-act policy 
(four locally booked by Bern Ber- 
nard) and concurred that the 
blending and intermingling of the 
four local turns with the regular 
RKO unit not only showed off the 
cheaper local talent in great style, 
but also served to dress up the in- 
tact turns. 

Unlike the past practice of reel- 
ing off a quartet of mediocrity as 
the forepart, to be followed by the 
regular unit, the eight acts are 
scrambled, and all to good purpose. 
This is made feasible by a selection 
of four strong local turns, which 
can be had more or less consistent- 








as cheap as they make them, with 
business poor, and a clear instance | 
of weak showmanship. } 


Only acts worth mentioning are 
Roussanova and Demine, dance 


simultaneously on three pianos, Le- 


blanc Ducharne and Ray, adagio: 
Joe and William Mandel, comedians. | 
Against this cheap bil], doing ter- | 
rible business, Oscar Dufrenne, on 

of the producers, is giving the 





porting this trip in place of the]one flat on their backs. But when|third member for the surefire Bill 
pg piano team is Henry King’s|around the Chester the Lordens | Robin on tap routine unmentioned, | 
doubling eight-piece band,/ should remember they're out of | stuck around 18 minutes, Nearly | 
the 7s from the cafe along with] Brooklyn and _ pick some other | all of that counts, but by shaving 
Mine cers: Plays one number.| street for one of their sallies than | down about five minutes, taking out 
ome 10landa gives the Palace|‘Myrtle avenue.’ Don't say ‘Tre- | 2 little of the lull, increased returns 
Crowd a flash at two gowns, both| mont avenue’ when you get into| Would be inevitable. Landed here 
Sstunners, while Veloz is the first| Syracuse! |more securely than any other act 
withowe ony this house in tails | Heavy rain in this family neigh- fog » sh pod Sat irday afternoon. 
Jimrnn eons like a waiter since|borhood didn't help business up| Circus atmosphere stalked on 
imy Durante. |here Thursday evening. A half-; With the Rieffenbach Family and 
Joe Morris and Flo Campbell have | fled house the answer. | those three nice-looking husky girls 
foo boy, the old one probably ‘My Sin’ (Par), Pathe News and | whose carrying work and other 
—+n& outgrown the rule. Anyone ]|‘Naggers at the Race Track’ (Vita- | riding excels, The Hipp was built 
— up on one of our modern] phone), two-reeler, around the | for acts Une this or should get as | 
“aaWay vaudeville routes must] vande Char. imany of them as possible. The! 


newspapers interviews explaining 
why audiences show a renewal of 
intense interest in vaude. Masiw | 


| created 7's 


| hausted 


ly 


|ly out here if the demands are not 


too great. Last season when the 
eight- act policy spread up into the 
northwest and east to Salt Lake it 
weeks of extra time for 
the four local turns. That meant 
30 acts a week, which soon ex- 
the best of the none too 
fancy local talent. But careful 
picking can produce a fair quartet 
of locals for the $600 budget once 
a week. This too is a saving under 
t season’s quota when four 
extra acts cost up to $750 and $80@e 
(Continued on Page 40) 


the 


























































































































































































2 RRS ES ARI 2 








a ON nt ete 


oo 


rep 


AR OIE enn ME OI 


ed 


TF PR 50 ae reset 


some S 


i 


we 








ile 


Metis Duan oe 








} 
al 
| 
fs 
u 
\ 


PAB? SA 





0 cI Bina nape (i Foe 








—_ ees * 


“toes etd 
" 


+L See NRE tee 


es tery ser" 
a 








aoa 








VARIETY 








REVIEWS. 





Tuesday, October 13, 193) 








ROXY 


(Continued from page 87) 


stirring terp interp of ‘Marche 
Militaire. It starts peacefully and 
winds up in a precision battle, with 
the whites winning. The result 
signifies nothing, but the number 
itself is typical of what can be done 
with a group of girls at the Roxy. 
That no other theatre is doing such 


things sustains the Roxy's edge 
among picture houses. Florence 
Rogge has program credit for the 
number's choregraphy. 

Overture again gets stage help 
this time for ‘Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,’ with six principal voices and 
the staff chorus backgrounding the 
pit men. The ballet number fol- 
lows a football reel, after the over- 
ture, and the balance of the stage 
show plays quickly, with more 
sereen relief ahead of the finale 
from the newsreel, 


Two of the four spots go to sin- 
gle women, the first taken by Pa- 
tricia Bowman in a toe dance with 
stage accompaniment from _ three 
violins. Miss Bowman is putting 
on a little flesh, and it’s becoming. 
She's still progressing in her danc- 
ing and now showing sure signs of 
developing into the country’s top 
danseuse in the toe line. The logi- 
cal successor to Harriet Hoctor is | 
on view five times daily at the Roxy 
and never under wraps. 

Other femme soloist is Rassana, 
aerialist, whose short bit on a tra- 
peze is just a build-up for a series 
of sensational arm rolls. She did 
69 lifts on the evening caught and 
drew constant applause from about 


20 to the finish. House gave the 
girl every advantage in setting, 


with her trappings framed in by the 
black traveler and black to the rear 
also. She works under a white 
spot. 

‘Broken Rhythm’ is a tapfest by 
the 82 Roxyettes, in line, fast and 
striking. Newsreel leads to ‘The 
Birthday of the Infanta,’ with this 
in turn introduced by a dance in 
fone’ by the standard tango team, 
the Cansinos. Antonio Cansino later 
repeats solo in the full-stage sec- 
tion. but he’s better in harness. An 
unbilled risley and _  teeter-board 

xtet, all men, probably replaced 
_ one and Viola La Verne and Tillie 
Schenker on the program, but not 
the stage. The whole bunch, in- 
cluding extras, was on for the 
strong finale before a heavy set. 

Football short is one of Colum- 
bia’s ‘Behind the Lines’ series. It 
contains some thrilling plays and 
runs that could be magnified and 
made that much stronger were the 
Roxy to use its wide screen. Bige. 


PALACE, SOUTH BEND 


South Bend, Ind., Oct. 8. 
Probably not since Notre Dame 
lost its last football game was there 
as much commotion in South Bend 
as attended the world premiere of 


Tiniversal’s ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ 
Wednesday night (7). Turnout was 
doubtless the biggest seen in this 
town, and RKO got credit for it. 

Smart move opening the college 
picture in its own back yard. Stu- 
dents obtained nearly all of the 
2600 stalls at the Palace at $1.50 
and $1 a throw. Only a handful of 
ducats were held back to take care 
of visiting reviewers from Chicago, 
including Hazel Flynn of the ‘Amer- 
ican’; Carol Frink, ‘Examiner’; 
Clark Rodenbach, ‘Daily News’; 
Genevieve Harris, ‘Post,’ and Doris 
Arden, ‘Times,’ Billy Elson, RKO’s 
division chief, put it on big for the 
scribes, chartering a special buggy 
for the occasion, and threw in a 
feed besides. 

Just the one show was scheduled 
that day, with the house remaining 
unopened until 8 p.m. Quite a 
break for the natives, who stormed 
the street for a glimpse of their 
favorite line tacklers. Notre Dame 
must have turned out en masse; 
everyone from the team to the 
alumni gathered ‘round for the 
cheers. 

Even the chaste belles of St. 
Mary’s school, always kept under 
rigid surveillance, were permis- 
sioned to step out that night. Prob- 
ably the first time that many stu- 
dents from St. Mary’s have been 
allowed out at the same time. Girls 
had to report back by midnight, but 
as the show was over more than an 
hour before, it didn’t make them 


mad. 

School faculty took charge of 
everything. Speeches were held 
down to respectable time limits, 


avoiding the chance of boring the 
students. Best bet on the program 
seemed to be Clarence Manion, pro- 
tessor of English and public speak- 
ing at Notre Dame. From what he 
showed here the prof could easily 
make the grade as an m.c. Maybe 
RKO should book him. Seri- 
ously, Mannion was all there with a 
lot of wit and plenty command of 
speech. As Father Cavanaugh, for- 
mer prexy of the college, later re- 
marked, ‘I knew this affair was go- 
ing to be a talkie when I heard 
Manion would be here.’ That started 
the Father off right, and he con- 
tinued with an impressive talk and 
explanation of the real spirit of 
Notre Dame. 

Mayor Hinkle stepped on the ros- 
trum for the shortest acknowledge- 
ment of all, but Hartley Anderson, 
new coach of the team, took his bow 


standing up in the audience. Prob- 
ably considered the proper thing in 
view of the Rockne spirit prevail- 
ing and the widow and family pres- 
ent. Must have given the latter a 
jolt when Rock's voice floated over 


from the screen as the picture 
opened. As expected, the film re- 
ceived rousing cheers from. this 


audience, 

Whether by coincidence or not, 
Notre Dame was announced as 
playing Northwestern next Satur- 
day (last) in the film. Line was 
timely, as that was actually so. 
College faculty that read copy on 
the film seemed quite pleased with 
the results, but students, and espe- 
cially lay folk, may think otherwise. 
Not a semblance of love interest 
from start to finish. One scene al- 
most approached it, but was 
promptly nipped in the bud, for 
wherever it is the cutters do their 
nipvineg. 

Both for RKO and Notre Dame 
the evening was a success, not to 
mention South Bend itself, which 
took a pat on the back for getting 
the picture’s first showing. Follow- 
ing the premiere night, scale went 
back to regular 50c top. May or 
may not mean anything to the Gri.- 
nada, directly across the street and 
also RKO operated. Peculiar situ- 
ation between the two houses. Both 
have first-run showings, the Palace 
naturally getting the preference and 
the other stand the sluffs. Palace, 
incidentally, was playing vaude up 
to recently and is the newer of the 
two houses. Publix has the largest 
house in the Colfax down the street 
and is keeping its State shuttered. 
That’s about all the competition 
there is aside from a few shooting 
galleries. 

South Bend is a town of about 
50,000 during school session, and has 
a drawing radius of about 20 miles 
around. Cinch prediction on how 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ will do here. 
Span, 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 8. 

Stage show at the Paramount, 
‘Chevalier Impresions,’ is the first 
under the Hughes-Franklin regime 
and last staging for Jack Parting- 
ton. Ties in with the feature, ‘Smil- 
ing Lieutenant.’ Revue is well- 
paced and has plenty entertainment, 
with 24 dancing girls and a like 
number in the male singing chorus 
equipping the stage. 
Opening is a girl number with 
radium paint hats, gloves, canes 
and shoes against black drapes, with 
sections of neon tubing from each 
proscenium arch to heighten the 
blackout effect. Next is a male 
octet out of the singing force, with 


eight of the girls in an effective 
musicomedy routine. 

Everything reflects the Chevalier 
influence, the orchestra doing an 
overture of the Frenchman's hits, 
conducted by Oscar Baum and 
strong on counterpoint. 

Jack Lester managed to sell his 
tap and ring wares suitably, de- 
spite a poor entrance and finish. 
Next, in a full-stage ballroom set, 
Julanne Johnston and Charles Baron 
did wll with their smooth, unevent- 
ful b. r. waltz, using six showgirls 
as background. 

Tempo pepped up with the en- 
trance of the Ali Hassan Red Devils 
with their standard whirlwind pyra- 
mids and tumbling to the best hand 
of the evening, but pace slows a bit 
for Boyce Coombs to make an over- 
elaborate entrance, though the Eng- 
lishman gets down to work for his 
‘Kissing Cup’ recitation. Not seen 
here since Coombs went east five 
years ago. Material still clicks. 

Finale had the hoofers and war- 
blers on for the ‘Grenadier’ scene 
from ‘Love Parade,’ with Helen 
Wright chirping the Jeanette Mac- 
Donald part. Then right into pic- 
ture, ‘Smiling Lieutenant.’ 

Orchestra spevialty was ‘Autumn 
Leaves,’ effectively picturized by the 
girls in a ballet, Fern Thomas on a 
platform, with the wands and scarfs 
doing a Loie Fuller. 

About $15,000 being expended on 
paint and refurbishing by the new 
management, and lobby looks 
brighter and livelier. Inside, much 
of the concrete has been covered by 
black vitrolite, rest rooms redeco- 
rated, new carpets and transforma- 
tion of the side walls of the audi- 
torium into an art gallery all add 
up to make this large theatre more 
intimate. 

Business good Thursday night. 


EDWARD VII, PARIS 


Paris, Oct. 2. 

Theatre, owned by Alfonse Franck, 
was finding it difficult to find plays 
to fill its 700 seats, so the owner 
tied with Fox. Western Electric 
sound. Scale is 40 cents to a $1. 
Location, just off the best boulevard, 
makes it a likely bet for a class 
patronage. 

Opening program included the 
Fox Magazine and Movietone news, 
a short educational, and a tenor on 
the stage before intermission. After 
which Will Rogers in “Connecticut 
Yankee.” Well liked. 

House gives one matinee and one 
evening performance a day, but is 
likely to turn grind, It is an addi- 
tion to the number of local houses 
playing foreign talkers in their orig- 
inal versions. Mari. 








LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 7. 

Current Fanchon & Marco unit, 
‘Stage Door,’ put together by Larry 
Ceballos, is long on dancing and 
fairly surefire in material. Runs 30 
minutes, 15 less than usual, Opens 
snappily with the 12 girls in ful] 
dress, doing a boy number with 
Constance Evans in front of a stage 
door scrim, winding up with fast 
kicks by Miss Evans to a big hand. 

Six boys and a man doing a 
‘dame’ follow for a burlesque that 
could stand more hoking to bigger 
laughs. Finishes with a challenge 
dance, also well received. Scrim 
flies for a production number 
around ‘Red, Red Rose,’ with Vina 
Zolle warbling and the girls in a 
waltz ballet, with the boys on again 
for another burlesque, too soon after 
their first effort. Same is true of 
Miss Evans in a _ quick-tempoed 
acrobatic specialty. Webster and 
Marino, men, with a travesty adagio 
dance that contains some difficult 
Straight stuff, scored big at the 
finale of this scene. 

The Briants with their familiar 
tramp knockabout pantomime start 
slowly but build to hilarious returns 
in a spot all by themselves. Passive 
member of the twain is wearing a 
mask that it a ringer for Charlie 
Ruggles. 

Production switches to drapes for 
a solo by Miss Zolle and full stage 
for a mask parade of the company 
as French dolls, with red floods 
from the foots illuminating. Turn- 
over to green is a light transforma- 
tion to a Zulu scene, with the full 
skirts discarded to become huts and 
the girls going native for a hot 
dance with wooden paddles on their 
hands to accentuate the tom-tom 
effect. Then back to the doll idea 
and Webster and Marino cleaning 
up with two choruses of rapid fire 
acrobatics. 

Unit is several notches above par, 
but could use one more act to fill out 
and give a little diversity. Cos- 
tumes a bit less forte than usual, 
but staging smooth and entertain- 
ing. Overture had Jan Rubini con- 
ducting and band stayed in the pit 
thrdughout. Feature is ‘The New 
Wallingford’ (Metro) and house 
amply filled opening day. 


ORPHEUM, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Oct. 7. 

As Tiny Burnett, bandleader, 
RKOlians come up in the pit, one 
side announces three letters, ‘D.L.D.’ 
This is a local slogan adopted by 
business interests and stands for 
‘Don’t Let Down.’ It is aimed at 
the audience and is hammering 
home the message of making busi- 
ness better by carrying on. But the 
way the acts on this week’s bill 
worked; it might have been applied 
to them. They didn’t let down any. 

Pop numbers by the band, and 
then Christianson Bros., looking 
alike and dancing alike, did some 
robust stepping. Toward the end, 
one of the brothers shows a lot more 
speed in his swirls and spins. Two 
nice-looking gals also hoof. Crowd 
likes this act. 

Ray Hughes is the fall guy with 
a comely foil, Pam, who is a neat 
plat blonde. They go big, with Ray 
clever, doing things with a hat, falls 
and talk. 

Bernard and Henrie are pleasing 
gals in piano and songs. Put over 
some sophisticated numbers to oke 
returns. 

Then Joe Laurie, Jr., with his 
natty, cheery, speedy, homey pat- 
ter and jovial manner. He brings 
on his ‘relations’ who hanker for the 
stage. Applause as of old. 

This kind of vaude helps the liv- 
ing stage. It’s a factor in the big 
draw this week. ‘East of Borneo’ 
(U) feature, also with a drag. 

Trepp. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 10. 

Week-end matinees here excep- 
tionally heavy. First stage show 
Saturday went on at 1:10, and, de- 
spite the early hour, the only vacant 
seats in the house were sprinkled 
around the last few rows. By the 
time the stage show ended there 
was a waiting crowd rows deep. 

Fanchon & Marco in ‘Carmen- 
esque,’ Idea current, again present 
a Spanish theme. ‘Carmenesque’ is 
a fast-moving unit, but one in 
which the line girls are not put into 
the background as usual. Chorus 
girls in this unit perform some un- 
usual and difficult routines which 
make their appearances as enter- 
taining as those of the featured acts, 
and in some instances more so. 

Two outstanding line numbers are 
maneuvers on large round wooden 
globes and later a number on stilts. 
In the first the girls, by moving 
their feet rapidly on the globes, rou- 
tine themselves in various line for- 
mations from one end of the stage 
to the other. In the second number 
all the girls are out on stilts and, 
with the stilts strapped to their legs, 
accomplish high kicks, 

Three Matadors weave in and out 
the unit, working hand in hand with 
the Three Madrinas. Former are 
three young boys, who announce 
numbers in Spanish, which the Ma- 





group work neither have much to do 
except add atmosphere doing short 
tambourine and cape dance num- 
bers. However, the Three Matadors 
have the stage to themselves for a 
comedy group tap dance that makes 
a nice little act. It’s a travesty of 
the many trios of dancers who have 
lately taken to various arm flour- 
ishes along with their hoofing. 


Roy Sax earned a big hand play- 
ing two clarinets at the same time 
while his head rested on the stage 
in a back-bend. Starts out playing 
the saxophone and simultaneously 
dancing, including hock steps. Plays 
the xylophone in between bits. 


Prima donna of this Idea is Rose 
Valyda, given a nice scenic setting 
and the atmospheric support of the 
chorus, who do a fan number while 
she warbles. 

Miss Valyda sings in two voices, 
first in a low male-like alto and later 
in a tone to hit the soprano rating. 
Latter sounds a bit forced. Never- 
theless she delivered well and was 
liked. 

Melino and Davis, standard vaude 
team, aren't as amusing here as 
when doing their regular vaude act. 
Melino retains his grotesque attire, 
but his pattern is wobbly. Relies 
on his exchange of crossfire with 
members of the pit crew for laughs, 
but the chatter is weak. Miss Davis 
is a good hot singer and oke dancer, 
and should be on more than she is. 
Melino might crossfire with the gir] 
instead of with the orchestra men. 

Sam Jack Kaufman, leading the 
pit orchestra, staged an overture 
that received a number of laughs. 
Was a comedy arrangement of ‘Poet 
and Peasant.’ 

‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) featured. 


CHICAGO 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 
One of those things that gave 
every appearance of having been 
hastily thrown together, with the 


specialty acts picked up on the fly 


and shoved in willy-nilly. Touting 
the meaningless label of ‘Heigh Ho,’ 
Will Harris’ unit moved cumber- 
somely through 50 minutes of spotty 
entertainment. From the way they 
hit the turnstiles during the early 
afternoon, it won't mean much at 
the stanza’s final count-up whether 
the stage show clicked or otherwise. 
Sidewalk billing attention seemed 
to be directed exclusively at the 
screen attraction, ‘24 Hours’ (Par). 

Unit starts off with a grapevine 
fantasy of limited imaginative in- 
vestiture and less entertainment, 
shifts into a fairly effective por- 
traiture of ‘Shine On, Harvest 
Moon,’ and for the third and push- 
off number unveils a blacksmith 
shop with the boys pounding away 
at the anvils and emitting showers 
of sparks. Nice Fourth of July 
stuff, the last, but it didn’t get much 
of a wiggle from the pew fillers. 

Major task of keeping them dli- 
verted fell to such specialists as 
Capps Brothers and Sister, Wilford 
DuBois, and Joe May and Dotty. 
Added starter was a hillbilly, one 
of the odd by-products of the broad- 
cast age, billed here as the Texas 
Drifter. Latter chanted three sagas 
of the backwoods in good voice, but 
failed to carry off the anticipated 
ovation. It’s quite evident that the 
dial taste of the Chicago’s attendees 
has made it acquainted with the 
glorified bards of the ruralite-cater- 
ing stations. 

Capps Brothers and the blond 
beauty of the family chalked up 
several flattering responses with 
their smart smattering of steps. Act 
builds for the better as it goes along. 
both on the routining and with age. 
Same applies to Alfred DuBois, 
standard opener out of straight 
vaudeville. DuBois here confines 
himself to the lighter touches of the 
art of jugglery, showing a markedly 
high type of showmanship in what- 
ever he does with the tennis balls, 
the glass of wine, the billiard cues 
and whatnot. 

Joie May and Dotty had a hard 
time at the opening show making 
themselves heard, being forced to 
compete with a general conversation 
going on backstage as well as a 
medley of scene-shifting noises. 
Enough of their comic chatter came 
through unimpeded to keep the 
laughs popping and earn them a 
liberal all-around hand of approval 
at the sendoff. 

Customers took warmly to a 
Viennese medley that Leo Spitalny 
had picked for the week's symphonic 
fare, while Stuart Barrie uncorked 
a raft of giggles with an organ nov- 
elty, ‘Vaudeville Concert,’ that kid- 
ded the standard variety setup, 

Smith and Dale’s latest two-reeler 
release, ‘Fur, Fur, Away,’ and six 
Paramount News clips complete the 
week's film fare. 


RKO, L. A. 


(Continued from page 36) 

At least so far as this opening 
bill is concerned, it evidences that 
four fair local turns can be ob- 
tained out here at an average of 
$150 each. That means a prima 
can be bought for $100 and a bet- 
ter sort of comedy act can sell for 
$200 or $225. 

Bernard is compelled to chisel in 
view of the budget. And with the 
opening day $430 ahead of last 

















drinas, three girls, translate. In the 
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makes it a fair investment. i 
week biz should gross $13,500: last 
week it was just over $10,000." It j 
figured that with the extra invest. 
ment for the acts and extra bally. 
hoo, the house can averagely tilt a 
biz $2,500 to $3,000 ana Possibly 
more with a good picture and after 
the eight act thing spreads around, 

By no means a Palace type of 
show or anything approaching big 
league stuff, it plays in okay fashion 
for the type of people the RKO gets 
at 65c top. ; 

It’s agreed that the locals tend to 
build up the regular acis and thig 
was aptly illustrated by the Man- 
ner Mr. DuPont of Wilmington N, 
C., the juggler, scored in the trey 
Last week in Oakland and previous. 
ly in ’Frisco reports were that he 
was just a good juggling act, 


\ open- 
ing cold after a feature. Here he 
had the Snyder Bros. and Chief 


Eagle Feather (New Acts) preced. 
ing him to pave the way. That rave 
DuPont an important spot and he 
registered like a headliner. 

Eva Olivotti (New Acts) next, ane 
other local, deftly blended in bee 
tween the ensuing Naomi Morton. 
Chick Chandler tab. Naomi Glass 
(unbilled), the girl’s mother (which 
makes Miss Morton a grand-daugh- 
ter of the Four Mortons) is also in 
the act. {t's dormitory hokum, 
light and frothy with girls doing 
just enough snake-hips erindology 
to pep it up. Chandler is an okay 
juve opposite Miss Morton, both 
heading the company of six satis. 
factorily. Their forte is the step- 
ping dept. 

Frank Richardson, who appeared 
in a couple of Fox Movietone mu- 
sicals, went over big, another who 
is said to benefit tremendously 
from the way things are built up. 
He’s a singing juvenile who works 
hard and gets over nicely. 

Just preceding him were the Ar- 
naut Bros. with their classic bird 
stuff, who also clicked heavily, 
making a 100% favorable impres- 
sion for the unit acts and generally 
buoying the rest of the show. 

Tom and Hank, the fourth local, 
closed. They've been around, pre- 
viously caught at the Paramount. 
They're youngsters who do rope and 
rodeo work, the latter on two ponies 
which dash across the stage for the 
trick riding exhibitions, making a 
satisfactory flash finale. 

‘The Big Gamble’ (RKO-Pathe) 
on screen. Abel. 





Paramount, Newark 


Al Mamaux’s on the bill this week 
and that makes any show good in 
this town. It is a good show aside 
from him, but they come to see their 
idol, and how they come! A big 
holdout at the opening showed what 
the Bears’ manager is thought of 


here. He has a sweet act, with sev- 
eral outstanding gags 1nd several 
songs put over nicely. Although he 
is highly presentable, he hardly 
looks able to pitch two games in an 
afternoon, but that only adds to the 
wonder. He is loudly acclaimed. 

Hatt and Herman open with & 
trampoline. The woman prtends she 
has to use a stage hand for her 
missing partner. He proceeds to 
learn under her instruction and bure 
lesquing the difficulties of a bes 
ginner, does some surprising stunts, 
Act is brief but brilliant. 

Playing the part of a kitchen 
utensil salesman, Clyde Hager 
makes an imprint from the first. 
His snappy line of talk, his non- 
chalant throwing of the potato peels 
among the musicians and their vig- 
orous return, and his delivery of 
gags win him plenty. 

What is left of Texas Gufnan’s 
old act, ‘Padlocks of 1931,’ uses 
three men and three girls in a none 
descript affair. Opening pleasingly 
with pictures on a scrim, it shows 
a raid on a badly set night club 
and shifts to a court room scene 
where low and old burlesque bits 
are pulled, led by a short comedian 
who adds no joy to the proceedings. 
Then it turns into a dance act with 
several hot specialties and er.ds 
vivaciously with the ‘lobsterscope 
on the company. 

After Mamaux, the 12 Blue Moon 
girls hold forth in a good number 
made snappy by the spirited use of 
pistols. A stupid song about the 
specialties is sung by a man (Who 
started this dumb idea?) and two 
girls dance the St. Louis Blues with 
great abandon. After a bit by @ 
man and girl, Marion Kay does & 
good but not. startling acrobatic 
dance. 

Next comes the sensation of the 
show. A girl, her thinness accene 
tuated by her garb, executes an 
exotic Indian dance, with a sort oh 
dance obligato by four girls wit 
heavy veils in a half light. In the 
pattern of her all too brief -_— 
appears and reappears the es 
motif uncannily simulated by t 1 
suppleness of her arms. Sex apni 
is prettily supplied by girls a 
the Four French Dolls, who per 
off and on illuminated hat eee 
finally shown with only the lig ; 
of the boxes on their legs. Anothe 
four dance with a man in lively — 
The close brings in the company i» 
groups of fours, ending like 
‘Padlocks’ in the ‘lobsterscope- par 

vhis week in addition to the boned 
News is an interesting travel a 
ture by Fitzpatrick. The feat 





week's opening Thursday, that 





‘24 Hours,’ holds. 
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HOLLYWOOD SHORTS 


By Claude Binyon 








Hollywood, June 17. 
Dear Ma: 

I havent got much time to write 
because I and Henry are going toa 
worlds premeer at the Carth™~ 
Circle of a pitcher which he as- 
sistant directed and from there we 
come back here in the Blossom 
Room of my hotel for eating and 
dancing, and I mean eating. 

Ma I woud be so happy, every- 
thing is turning out lovely, except 
for Ot. I havent heard a word from 
him since he went back to Cedar 
Rapids when his grandmother died, 
oney there was a letter for me at 
the rooming house where I use to 
live, and the land lady is such a 
beer soak meany she sent it back 
to the post office. She says how 
did she know where I had moved 
to, probably some joint, and I said if 
there was any joint in Hollywood 
hers was it. She got mad and wont 
tell me where the letter come from. 


O ma, if you dont get a letter 
back that you might of sent me 
please let me know right away be- 
cause that letter must of been from 
poor Ot. I feel awful about that 
because everything else is turn- 
ing out swell. 

I like the Roosevelt hotel very 
much, it being reasonable and 
everything. O ma, Henry Henry 
just come in and I got to go with 
him to the premeer. Ill write to 
you tomorrow afternoon, all the 
news and things. Good night ma. 
Love, ma. 

Love, 
Elsie. 





Hollywood, June 19. 
Dear Ma: 

I was going to write to you yes- 
aterday like I promised, oney some- 

ing happened and I coudnt. I got 
great news but I better start at the 
beggining so you can understand it. 

First of all I got to tell you that 
Henry Henry the assistant director 
is a dear, so much different than 
other men. I dont care if he aint 
good looking, neether was Napoel- 
eon and people like that. 

Well I been seeing quite a lot of 
Henry Henry since I moved to the 
Roosevelt, and I went with him to 
the premeer like I told you. Every- 
body was in evening clothes, me 
too, with a few pennies I scraped 
up, and when Henry Henry saw me 
in the hotel he said, Gad you look 
lovely. Like that ma, like a book. 
And I turned around twicet and 
said, DolI reely? Still like a book 
ma. Then he tried to kiss me but 
you dont have to guess that I dont 
go for that stuff. 

When we got to the theatre there 
was a mob of people there, we call 
them peasants because thats people 
who stand around at premeers 
without tickets. I walked up the 
long sidewalk with an awning over 
it and they all stared at me, and 
a man from a radio station grabbed 
Henry Henryw Say a few words 
Henry Henry, he said, ladies and 
gentelman this is Henry Henry, the 
same backwards and forwards, as- 
sistant director of Her Unatural 
Life with a beautiful lady I havent 
had the pleasur of meeting. Mean- 
ing me ma. 

Henry Henry tried to get away, 
not too hard, but the radio station 
man held on to him so Henry Henry 
said, ladies and gentleman this is 
the biggest moment of my career. 
I hope you like it, thank you ladies 
and gentleman, Good-by friends at 
radio. Ma it was so wonderful. 

Then we went inside ma, and the 
pitcher was a success. I coud see 
that the minit I sav. it, and after 
it was over people stood up and 
cheered but nobody ast Henry 
Henry to make a speech. Then we 
went to the Blossom Room with 
the director Harry Bowstein and 
when we walked in the band played 
and everybody clapped. 

It was a lovely party and any- 
body coud see that Henry Henry 
and Mr. Bowenstein is a perfect 
téam. Everything Mr. Bowstein 
said, Henry Henry agreed with him, 
they never think different. 

Henry Henry interduced me to 
Mr. Bowstein and he said, Charming 
girl, Henry, charming girl. She's 
just the type for that street walker 
in Hot Hearts. And Henry Henry 
said, she sure is Mr. Bowstein, she 
sure is that, yes sir. 

Then I said, I been a street walker 
lots of times, and everybody 
laughed. I said, the last time I was 
a street walker was for Mr. O’Mal- 
ley at Pathe. And Mr. Bowstein 
said, it’s a pity that guy can’t live 
on his own salary, and everybody 
laughed again. Probably some dirt 














they got on Mr. OMalley. We were 
having a wonderful time ma, 

Mr. Bowstein told Henry Henry to 
have me come around at the studio 
the next day and get things fixed 
up. And that night after the party 
I was excited I kissed Henry 
Henry ma, such a wonderful man. 
Such a nice man, 

It was all true because I went to 
the studio today and didnt even 
have to take a test because the 
casting director had just saw me in 
that Paramount pitcher where I was 
a society lady in Reno. 

Ma, I got a contrack, realy a con- 
track, for 75 dollars a week while 
the pitcher is being made, I mean 
my part. Just like a star, oney not 
so much 

Henry Henry is wonderful. Mr. 
Bowstein is wonderful. I love you. 
I love pa, the ole likker lover. I 
love the kids. 

I'm waiting to hear from you that 
you got a letter back from me. I 
know Ot didnt write to me. He is 
oney a2 man at heart and all men 
are alike at heart except Henry 
Henry and Mr. Bowstein. 

What I was going to write to you 
two days ago was that Henry Henry 
thought he coud get me a job. Now 
look at me with a contrack. 

Ill send you that bus fare back 
that you sent me as soon as I get 
straitened out with money in the 
bank, 

Gee, this letter is almost a book, 
but I feel like I coud write books. 
Maybe I will on the side when I get 
to be a famous star. That writer 
I met at Reno wasnt so smart, just 
a no good drunk. Henry Henry says 
all writers are no good drunks and 
Henry Henry shoud know being a 
assistant director. 

I feel like a million dollars and Ot 
can take it on the lam for all I 
care. Did I ever tell you he has a 
wart on his little finger? 

Love. 


SU 


Elsie. 


-Raid Scare Hits L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Club bookers are feeling the 
pinch, result of the flash police ac- 
tivity on club raids, especially on 
the recent Yellow Dog stag. Can- 
cellations last week averaged one 
smoker per booker. Promoters of 
the parties became worried. 

Bookers themselves are leary of 
sending talent where a raid is like- 
ly. Performers are the goats when 
the cops are disappointed on the 
gambling end, frequently being 
charged with indecent perform- 
ances. Charge seldom sticks but the 
tough part is getting the costumes 
back from the property clerk, 











Daniels Dismissed on 
A. C. Hostess’ Charge 


Mildred Feslie, who testified she 
was a hostess at the Club Bergere, 
Atlantic City, and residing at the 
Empire Hotel, 63rd street and 
Broadway, cried when Magistrate 
Michael A. Ford in West Side court 
discharged David Daniels, 35, credit 
manager of 1819 Broadway, who 
was arrested 0. the charge of chok- 
ing Miss Feslie and attacking her 
at the Alamac Hotel. 

Miss Feslie, following the alleged 
attack, was removed to Roosevelt 
Hospital. At that time her condi- 
tion was said to be serious. After 
being in the hospital for several 
days she was released. 

A sister to Mildred testified she 
was a dancer at the Club Bergere. 
She narrated the collapse of her 
sister after the visit to Daniels’ 
apartment at the Alamac, 

Mildred told ot being invited to 
the apartment at the Alamac by a 
girl friend. She later left and Dan- 
iels, she testified, choked and as- 
saulted her. She complained to the 
clerk at the hotel but he stated he 
was sorry, the girl said. 

Detective Jim Garvey was sum- 
moned to the Alamac and he ar- 
rested Daniels. The latter denied 
the attack. Lack of corroboration 
prompted the court to free Daniels. 


A Rug’s Name 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Serge M’Divani is being sued for 
$6,000 for a rug that disappeared 
from the furnished house he occu- 
pied this summer in Beverly Hills. 

Rug is named Shah Habbar and 
was listed in the inventory as worth 
$8,000. Apparently it’s that famous 
flying carpet. 











Series No Help 


St. Louis, Oct. 12. 

World Series meant poor 
business for theatres. Week 
was the biggest disappointment 
from the boxoffice standpoint 
in years, 

They either went to the 
games or listened in on the 
radio, and in the evenings were 
teo busy talking about the 
day’s game to go to a show. 














SEKYRA WINS OVER 
JAMES J. BRADDOCK 


By JACK PULASKI 
‘Surround ‘im Jimmy’ yelled an 
Emerald patriot to James J. Brad- 


dock, the Jersey light heavyweight, 
who crept into notice a couple of 
seasons back by koaying Tuffy 
Griffiths. But Jimsie did nothing 
of the kind and Joe Sekyra, the 
Akron Litvack, copped another win 
at the Garden last Friday. Attend- 
ance was off again. Card looked 
better on paper than it turned out 
to be. 


Only thing the fight emphasized 
was that Braddock is very slow. It 
was a case of a fellow with a 
vaunted good right, such as Jimmy 
had, and one with a snapping left, 
which is Sekyra’s big gun. He beat 
Braddock to the punch so monot- 
onously that the decision was a 
foregone matter. 


Braddock is clearly a third class 
heavy. The match with Sekyra 
made that fact definite at least. A 
year ago Braddock would have been 
a sure drawing card. Fight follow- 
ers sensed or knew that he had gone 
backwards. Jimmy elected to try 
and mix it up the last four rounds 
but got nowhere. Up to then he 
was strictly a catcher and he rarely 
tried leading. Too bad Sekyra could 
not have made it a _ sensational 
event. Tilting over Braddock would 
have meant a young fortune to hi». 

Billy Townsend, blonde, from the 
coast, made his Eastern debut 
against Eddie Ran of Cleveland and 
managed to get the decision. He 
was an eight to five favorite. Just 
about a shade difference. Insiders 
said Townsend was a socker and 
would make the boys sit up and 
take notice. He did that, but did 
not appear as good as rated. _ 

It was the fight of the night. 
They picked no sucker for Town- 
send, as Ran is a hard hitter and 
socks ’em in fast. He tipped the 
Vancouver lad over about third way 
through the 10 rounds but failed to 
improve that advantage. Billy 
slowed up Eddie with hooking rights 
to the heart region. Easy to note 
that those blows stung. It was a 
very close win for the westerner. 

Steve Hamas did his stuff in the 
first of the tens by kuocking out a 
guy named Tommy De Stefano in 
the second round. Latter has been 
winning by the same route, so he 
now knows how it feels. Hamas is 
a college man, who some observers 
figure has one of the bost chances 
at heavyweight contendership. He 
hits hard, especially in the bread- 
basket. Nobody can take it there 
much, 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. William Goetz, 
daughter, Oct. 7 at Los Angeles. 
Mrs. Goetz is Edith Mayer, daughter 
of Louis B. Mayer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andy Hervey, daugh- 
ter, Oct. 3 in Pasadena. Hervey is 
a publicity man at RKO-Pathe 
studios, 


| SISTER VS. SISTER 





But One Sister Denies Relationship 
in Police Court 





‘I am no love pirate.. My sister 
need have no fear. I won't steal 
her boy friend. But I was astounded 
when she made the statement to 
Magistrate Ford that I was not her 
sister,’ tearfully stated pretty Rosa- 
lie Rodriguez, 20, model, who hails 
from Atlanta, after she had been 
arraigned in West Side Court on the 
charge of beating with the heel of 
her pump, Mrs, Mary Ann Fran- 
chini, 26, dancer and radio singer 
of 324 West 47th street. 

Mrs. Franchini is the wife of an 
orchestra leader, said Rosalie to a 
reporter. He was in court with his 
wife. It was Franchini who ar- 
rested Rosalie. Magistrate Michael 
A. Ford issued the warrant Friday. 
Mrs. Franchini swore out the war- 
rant alleging she was_ viciously 
beaten in her apartment on Oct. 6 
by Rosalie. 


tosalie is not my sister,’ as- 
serted Mrs. Franchini to Magistrate 
Ford. This statement was elicited 
when the court, wrathful, wanted 
to know from Mrs. Franchini why 
she did not state that the defendant 
was her sister. Alice Rodriguez, 
another sister, was in court and 
stated that Mrs. Franchini was a 
sister of Rosalie. 


‘Rosalie came to my apartment on 
Oct. 6. She was accompanied by a 
man named Nick. After Rosalie 
got tired of placing lumps on my 
head with the heel of her pump, 
Nick punched me in the face and 
kicked my shins. He threatened 
me with a pistol,’ averred Mrs. 
Franchini. 


Mrs. Franchini stated she had to 
have the services of a physician fol- 
lowing the alleged assault. 


No Wig 


When Mrs. Franchini gave the lie 
that Rosalie was her sister, the 
latter shouted to Mr. Franchini to 
remove her platinum blonde wig. 
Mrs. Franchini was vexed. 


‘Your Honor I wear no wig,’ said 
Mrs. Franchini removing her pretty 
blue knit hat. She showed the court 
that her blonde tresses were all her 
own. 


Eli Johnson, attorney for Rosalie 
demanded an immediate hearing. 
He told the court that the charges 
were baseless and absurd. 

Johnson urged the court to hear 
the facts as Rosalie had been in 
jail ten hours. 

The Court stated that he would 
rather have Assistant Dist. At- 
torney Philip Wagner present. The 
Court paroled Rosalie in the cus- 
tody of Johnson and an adjourn- 
ment was taken until tomorrow 
(Wed). Miss Rodriguez gave her 
address as the Piccadilly hotel. 


Bill Morris’ Card Playing 


Saranac, Oct. 12. 

William Morris, Sr., is at his 
summer home here. He may re- 
main with Mrs. Morris for a month 
or longer. 

Bill has been up to his old card 
playing stuff, making record runs 
on steady grinds at hearts or 
pinochle. Now he must = stick 
around until the over-time wears 
off. 


Caught in Closed Bank 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
The closing of the Franklin Trust 
company here last week concerned 
any number of show people. 
The bank was popular because of 

















its day and night service. 





GAMES 


Dartmouth-Columbia 

Fordham-Holy Cross 
Princeton-Cornell .... 
Yale-Chicago ......... 
Syracuse-Florida . 
Purdue-Wisconsin .. 
Indiana-lowa . 
Northwestern-U. C. L. A..... 
Michigan-Ohio State ..... 
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Probable Football Winners 
and Proper Odds 


By Sid Silverman 


October 17 
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(Predictions based on fair weather) 








YOUNG COPS DON’T KEN 
WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT 


Since the advent of the new Ine 
spector’s plainclothesmen, bookies, 
night clubs, theatre ticket peddlerg 
and other violators that come under 
their jurisdiction are beating their 
‘raps’ with regularity in the West 
Side Court. 


Discharge of the 





defendants is 
due to inexperience on the part of 
the rookies on the staff of the In. 
spectors. Thomas Walsh is boss of 
the cops in Times Square. The 19th 
Division, Headquarters, has a bunch 
of young plainclothesmen takine 
prisoners but they are meeting with 
same results. 

The young cop, new in this line 
of work, comes into court and his 
case is weak. Whether he makes 
his arrest too soon or fails to get 
the proper evidrnce is a question, 
One thing, he is honest. 

When the scores of veteran cops 
on the staffs of various inspectors 
who were ousted and some jailed 
by Commissioner Seabury, the last 
thing they announced that their 
successors would learn that it takes 
years to make an experienced In- 
spector’s man. 

Oracles around the court assert 
that many of the former pinches 
were convenient arrests. This was 
proved by the wealth unearthed by 
Seabury. 

Assistant dist. attorneys in Mag- 
istrates’ Court have done everything 
to make out prima facie cases but 
the necessary evidence-is lacking, 

‘It won’t take long before the 
new Inspector's men know what is 
needed,’ said a young D. A. 


FRIARS’ DOUBLE NIGHT 
AFFAIR AT GARDEN 


A two-day affair at Madison 
Square Garden will be staged by 
the Friars Nov. 1-2. The first eve- 
ning (Sunday) will be known as the 
Friars festival. Half of the arena 
floor will be used for dancing, which 
will be started with a grand march 
led by Friar Jimmy Walker. 

The other portion of the Garden 
will be devoted to carnival purposes, 
with booths, games and the like to 
be in charge of stage and screen 
celebs. This portion of the event 
will get under way at eight o'clock 
George M. Cohan will be in direce 
tional charge. 

Following night a wrestling show 
is to be staged by Friar Jack 
Curley. Understood the Friars will 
participate in the earnings of the 
wrestling night. 








Depression’s Terrible 
Budapest, Oct. 1. 
Lucy Dorain, picture star and 
erstwhile wife of Michael Curtiz, 
picture director, is here saying she’s 
negotiating the sale of her diamond- 
and-turquoise tiara, but first must 
ask permission to dispose of it from 
the arch-ducal family which sold ft 
to Curtiz ten years ago. 
Miss Dorain wore it once or twic® 
and won a beauty contest in it at 
Biarritz. 
The actress says she has a prose 
pective buyer, a lady from Pasae 
dena. She swears the tiara is vale 
ued at $80,000. 


MARRIAGES 


Marie Gabrielle Belanger to Harry 
Foster Overbeck, Jr. Oct. 4 ia 
Hollywood. Bride was Gogo De Lys 
singer, 

Nina Laughlin to Floyd Reynolds 
at Shamokin, Pa. Bride was trouP* 
ing with Tex Guinan. Groom is @ 
mine owner. 

Mrs. Maree Fern to Keith C. 
Buntine, in New York City, Sept 
19. Bride was the widow of the late 

tay Fern (Fern and Maree). Groom 
is a non-professional. 

Lucille Lynch to J. N. Hills, last 
winter in New York City. Mrs. Hills 
is a former Chester Hale dancer. 
Husband is a Detroit realtor. 

Ruth Keller, stage and picture 
actress, to Leonard L. Levinson, 
Oct. 9 in Los Angeles. Levinson is 
in the Hollywood ‘Variety’ office. 

Felix Mendelsohn to Edna Pfister, 
in Chicago, on Oct. 21. Groom ” 
head of the Chicago Metro-Goldwy® 
exchange, while the bride wae for- 
merly in charge of the Chicago Film 
Board of Trade. 








Elda Vokel to William Keighley 
secretly, in Los Angeles, about sl* 
weeks ago. Bride is an actress, Un 
der contract to Fox. Keighley - 

‘urran. 


j stage director for Belasco & ‘ 
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Champagne $1—Scotch at 95c Quart 
At St. Pierre, Free Port Off Canada 





Boston, Oct. 9. 
the 


of? the coast of New- 


st. Pierre, Miquelon, tiny 


French island 
foundland, headquarters for prac- 
tically all of the rum runners along 
the Atlantic coast, is in the throes 
of the with business 
about 75% off. The island is loaded 
down with booze which cannot be 
sold to the runners because current 
prices in the States will not war- 
rant the hazard of trying to run 
the gantlet of the Coast Guard, 
while Canada, generally a source of 
much income, is also out of the 
market, partly because the locals 
cannot spare the money, and partly 
because of the lessened tourist trade 
last summer, which failed to deplete 
the stocks laid in last spring in an- 
ticipation of the rush. 

As a result, branded gin is selling 
for 50c and 60c the bottle. Good 
scotch can be had for $9 a case. 
Dawson’s Perfection sells in the 
grocery stores at 95c a quart. 
Champagne of the French brands 
may be obtained for $1 a quart bot- 
tle and a 1915 split is handed over 
the grocery bar for 25c. 

Lucky Strikes, Camels, Chester- 
field and old Old Gold cigarets are 
to be had for 6c a pack of 20, be- 
cause the cigs are shipped there in 
bond, without paying the U.S. 
excise tax. 


depression 


Free Port 


St. Pierre is a free port, charging 
neither import nor export duty. 
Originally a fishing village where 
hardy French fishermen, venturing 
across the Atlantic to the more 
lucrative fishing over the Banks, 
could obtain their bait without the 
heavy charges exacted by Canada. 
With the coming of prohibition the 
island was suddenly thrown into 
feverish prosperity, as were Nassau 
and Bimini in the West Indies. Im- 
portant difference that the contra- 
band; particularly of French pro- 
duction, could be obtained more 
cheaply at St. Pierre. 

For years the islane has. been 
overrun with liquor stocks and the 
harbor crowded with the speedy 
rum boats, but that’s mostly off 
now. There is no sense in running 
the risk of capture and confiscation 
by water routes for the small return 
the industry offers. 

Which makes St. Pierre an ideal 
spot for the vacationist who would 
slake his thirst without draining 
his pocketbook, as your correspond- 
ent, who has just returned from 
there, can attest. 


Fiesta Stalls Studios 
On Expense Payments 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Fiesta committee is still giving 
#tudios the runaround on payment 
of those bills for money spent on 
the Spanish Mardi gras. Studios are 
beginning to get used to the monot- 
ony of waiting. 

Several meetings have been 
scheduled to settle the matter of the 
money owed by the Fiesta com- 
mittee, but they're always called 
off for some reason. 

Picture people are swearing off 
ever helping the big city shows 
again. 





SHOW ON A CRUISE 


‘Shoot the Works’ with Broun 


Away For 10 Days 


Most of the principals and eight 
of the chorus of ‘Shoot the Works,’ 
the co-operative revue forced off at 
the Cohan, New York, after 11 
weeks because of illness of Hey- 
wood Broun, its sponsor and lead- 
ing player, sailed Saturday (10) for 
a 10-day trip to Havana aboard the 
‘Cynthia. The professionals are 
fuests of the line. They have out- 
lined one or two performances on 
board. 

Broun is not expected to appear 
in the ship shows but is aboard, 
recuperating from an influenza at- 


tac k Among the principals are 
Willlam O’Neal, Jack Hazzard, Al 
iold 


George Donahue, Lee Brody, 
Frances Dewey and Jerry Downs. 


Milton Raison, co-producer of the 
Show, ic in charge. Also in the 
party are Nat Lief and Michael 
~leary, the score writers, and Milt 
Laza) » press agent, 





j ‘ 





$10 Sympathy 


lolly wood, Oct. > F 
Recovering lost dogs of the 
picture colony is proving a 
profitable sideline for a local 


detective agency. 

Dog loser advertising in the 
paper is paged next day on 
the telephone by a sympathiz- 
ing femme who, after spilling 
crocodiles, leads up to the 
special ervice the agency 
runs for finding missing 
canines, 

Sorrowing loser falls and 
hires the dick agency at $10 
per, plus another sawbuck if 
the mutt is produced. 











Putting Freeman and 
Actors in Newsreel 
For No Reason at All 


Getting Eddie Cantor, 
Jessel, Gus Edwards and Charlie 
Freeman, three actors vs. one 
booker, into a single newsreel be- 
came Pathe’s toughest job since it 
flew to the North Pole, according 
to the cameramen, 


It was a sight and sound thing, 
with the actors trying to talk con- 
currently, meaning all together. 
Into that hurdled Freeman, the 
wise cracker of Freeport, where the 
actors laugh or else. 

After a while the Pathe crew un- 
tangled the talkers and the scene, 
staged by Edwards, was taken. Ed- 
wards was there because he has 
had every actor as a protege whom 
Jack Lait didn’t discover. 

Cantor brought along his first 
contract with Edwards at $75 a 
week. Jessel also had his, with Jes- 
sel’s at $35 a week. Upon Jesseil 
learning Cantor had gotten $40 
more than he did when first work- 
ing for Gus Edwards. Jessel refused 
to have his picture taken unless 
either Cantor or Edwards split that 


Georgie 


$40 with him. Edwards promised 
when the newsreeling§ stuttered 
along. 


Freeman held it up the next time, 
alleging Cantor, just like an actor, 
was holding up his arm, which 
would shadow Freeman's face in the 
picture. Cantor set up he was the 
highest paid actor present and re- 
fused to budge, whereupon Free- 
man, moving over, passed out of 
focus without knowing it, although 
his voice remained. 

About this moment on Thursday 
morning (7) with the RKO-con- 
tracts with Cantor-Jessel about to 
be signed for their joint Oct. 31, 
next, start of a Palace run, the pur- 
pose of the big occasion in the 
Freeman office, it was discovered 
someone had copped the gold pen. 

After this was concluded the 
Pathe men stated they had gotten 
30 feet of film out of it, of Cantor 
and Jessel entering-the Palace the- 
atre building. This pleased Cantor 
at his $8,800 salary and Jessel, who 
will draw down $3,500 for his first 
week after Oct. 31 at the Palace. 
Gus Edwards protested against 
being left out of the picture and 
put in a claim for two weeks of 
rehearsals. 

Freeman alleged the Pathe news- 
reel is a part of the RKO organi- 
zation. Because of that, he stated, 
little bits of promotion now and 
then are put over. 

For the first time in years Free- 
man’s sec said, Freeman had been 
shaven by 11 a. m. when the news- 
reel operation was performed. 





Nite Football on Ad 
Tieup in Cleveland 


Cleveland, Oct. 12. 

Night football in city’s outdoor 
stadium has been promoted by Pat- 
rick Mack, New Yorker, who tied 
up with local restaurant chain and 
gas company to give series free ex- 
ploitation. 

Tickets, priced at $1 but 
out as comps with 25-cent 
charge, were printed by restaurants 
with menu on other side. ,Gasoline 
company also paid for printing tick- 
ets 


prod iets, 


given 
service 


with advertisems 


Games WU sta 


i? jt draw 
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BROKE—WITH ASSETS 


H. E. Roberts Hocked Wife's Ice 
But Kept Tickets 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Howard Emmett Roberts, screen 
writer, has gone for bankruptcy. 
Liabilities of $40,000 include $13,000 
owned the receiver for Arthur 
Hammerstein, $5,000 to Sol Lesser, 
$5,000 commissions to Max Hart and 
$1,000 to Dave Thompson. 

Assets are pawn tickets on his 
wife’s jewelry. 


CHORUS GIRLS 
TOUGHEST JOB 





The longest and hardest job in 
the theatre is now the 74-hour, 
$25-a-week runway egrind for girls 
at the Ceniral, New York. They 
average 12 hours in the theatre 
Fridays and Saturdays and 10 hours 
daily the rest of the week, includ- 
ing Sundays. House plays Minsky’s 
combination stock and Columbia 
burlesque wheel shows. 

Central’s 16 stock girls augment 
the visiting troupes’ own lines and 
average about six numbers per 
show. At five and six shows a day, 
they’re on the stage or runway 
more than 220 times every week. 
For the same $25. 

Theatre is one of the New York 
Minsky burleycue houses at which 
those of the chorus who strip in 
‘teaser’ numbers were paid $2 extra 
weekly for the takeoff. That gave 
each stripping girl an average of 
slightly over five cents for each 
strip. But that extra income is now 
out and the rate is $25 straight. 


WET AND DRY THING 
IS FEUD IN STAID S. B. 


Santa Barbara, Oct. 12. 

Fight between the W.C.T.U. and 
the Crusaders, wet organization, in 
this town of millionaires and those 
who live off them has flared up 
again. Temperance group said the 
Crusaders entry into Santa Barbara 
is a ‘sacrilege to the flag, the Con- 
stitution and the Bible.’ Wet bunch 
counter with results of its survey 
through telephone calls, which show 
the burg is four to one against 
prohibition. 

Prohib women still say S.B. is a 
‘dry stronghold.’ There are plenty 
of speakeasies around to refute that. 

J. V. Alexander has donated 
a store and funds now to prove the 
town is not as innocent as the 
W.C.T.U’s say. Proof is being ob- 
tained mostly through telephone 
questioning. Women are stronger 
wets than the men in this town, the 
survey shows. 

Fight between the dry and wet 
orgs started July 4 when a float en- 
tered by Alexander for the Cru- 
saders won sweepstakes prize in a 
parade, W.C.T.U. turned _ blue- 
aced protesting — and it’s still 
rocking the town. 


Combell Teaching That 
Social Idea for Fox Girls 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Fox femme players are being 
coached in deportment outside the 
studio as well as dramatic tech- 
nique by Minna Gombell, under 
contract to groom young actresses 
besides her own acting duties. 

Every day Miss Gombell is not 
working before the camera she is in 
her office, imparting info on dic- 
tion, grace, expression, makeup and 
manners for the girls to use at 
openings, cornerstone layings, per- 
sonal appearances and other public 
functions. 

Under her wing are Cecilia Par- 
ker, Clair Maynard, Helen Mack, 
Peggy Ross and other Fox femme 
hopefuls. 














Jobless Dodging Jobs 


Dallas, Oct. 12. 
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Actors in Politics 


South Norwalk. Conn, Oct. 12. 
Yankee politicians in this 
community, now so popular 
with theatrical people, almost 
persuaded Greek Evans, of 


musical comedy, to run for of- 


fice on the Republican ticket. 
Idea was a personality was 
needed for a victory. 

Evans was, however, forced 


to withdraw when engaged for 
a new show, and similarly Roy 
Gordon, 

Helen Lowell, veteran troup- 
er, is an active figure in poli- 
tics here, as are Barry Con- 
nors, Allan Dinehart, John 
Held, jr.;: George Wright, jr; 
Grant Mills and Camilla Crume. 











Reno Now Surrounded 
With Bankrupt Farms 
Turning Dude Ranches 


Reno, Oct. 12. 
With dude ranches springing up 
every week, this method of con- 
verting bankrupt farms into paying 
institutions is now one of the 
marvels of Reno. 


Two years ago there were but 
wo dude ranches in Washoe 
county, where rich women divorce 
seekers could spend their time in 
comfortable cabins. Now there are 
at least 15 bidding for the divorce 
seekers’ patronage and offering all 
manner of inducements. Nearly all 


of the ranches entertaining from 
10 to 20 paying guests at all 
times. 


Old time farm houses, the large 
kind erected 40 years or more ago, 
are being leased from the owners, 
or from the banks that have taken 
them over and converted to the 
rough it in comfort idea. 

A good cook, a couple of dozen 
cheap riding horses and two or 
three ex-cowpunchers turn: the 
trick. Rates vary from $75 to $150 
a week, 

Cocktail Cowboys 

Several regular cowboys, who 
learned the game on the range and 
then got a taste of city life, are 
cashing in and also the synthetic 
lads, good looking youngsters, who 
ride well but never spent a night on 
the range in their lives. The regu- 
lation cowboy outfit sets them up in 
attractive style and their lack of 
knowledge of cattle is made up by 
their ability to mix cocktails out of 
anything from gin to gasoline. 

Latest addition to the dude ranch 
roster is the ‘Lazy Me,’ owned by 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., and man- 
aged by Craig Kershow, who has 
been trailing around the country 
with Vanderbilt for several years. 
It is costing him about $1,500 a 
month to run the establishment and 
he is gathering in about a grand a 
week from his tenants and says he 
is also having a good time when at 
home. 





Beaut Contest Promoter 
Sent Away for 6 Mos. 


Elias Williams, 45, of 216 West 
36th street, beauty contest pro- 
moter, was sentenced to six months 
in the Workhouse in Special Ses- 
sions after pleading guilty to petty 
larceny. 

Complainant was Alice FE. Bur- 
nett, beauty shop owner of 2850 7th 
avenue, She charged that on June 
15 Williams called on her and asked 
her to enter a beauty contest to be 
conducted by the Civic Pageant 
and Industrial Exposition at Rock- 
land Palace, 155th street and &th 
avenue, Miss Burnett consented. 
Williams induced her to part with 
$50, she said, for which he prom- 
ised to obtain a booth for her and 
free advertisement at the expo. He 
also got her to sell tickets for the 
show. She turned over to him $155 
on the sales. 

But Miss Burnett received 
ing Williams had promised 


noth- 
her, 


Gold Rush ‘Ghost Towns’ of Long Ago 
Doing Comeback—Miners and Pans 


” _ 
Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Quietly, unobtrusively, doggedly 


and with the intensity of economic 


3 * a eres I lows a . . . . 
determinism only brought about by 


ontemporaneous national economie 
conditions, a 1931 Gold Rush hag 
been going on, under Governmental 
approval, which may revive many @ 
‘Ghost Town,’ as the now deserted 
mining towns are called. 

The 1931 Gold Rush has taken 
hardy prospectors to deserted placer 
mines where they’ve squatted for 
the purpose of re-refining the 


abandoned ore on the premises. 

It has revived the crude hard-pati 
system of stream-mining, making 
these 1931 adventurers an army of 
harmless squatters. Hard-panning 
their way anywheres, they are man-« 
aging to pan out enough dust té 
make their wages. 

And, as with all such adventurej« 
some frontier enterprises, these 
‘ghost towns’ are taking on sem« 
blances already of the ribald hilari« 
ousness which was once theirs. 
Crude honky-tonks are springing 
up in the abandoned waste lands, 
heretofore gold-ridden, of Arizona, 
Colorado, Nevada and California. 
Many a California grape grower 
is hard-panning for gold in fiela 
and stream with the same sijeve 
which he formerly utilized in exe 
tracting the juice of the grape, 


EVANGELIST HITS ROAD 
WITH P.A.’S PRESS BOOK 


Hollywood, Oct. 12, 

Selling the gospel with a motidw 
picture type of press agentry is the 
gag of Uldine Uteley, 19-year-old 
femme evangelist who leaves here 
within two weeks to open a soul« 
saving tour through the middle 
west, opening in Freeport, III. 

Girl bible spieler is now spending 
an hour a day with Ray Coffin, fore 
mer studio p.a., giving material for 
her press blurbs, plus the s.a. angle 
that goes with the femme evanges 
list punch, 

Soul saver will move from heré 
with a trunk full of the p.a. copy 
and will act as her own advance 
‘man’ and see to it in the varioug 
spots that her Hollywood concocted 
yarns get a proper play. 

Press stuff is being built on typi- 
cal picture press sheet style, with 
the various yarns rated as advances, 
reviews, follow-ups, as in the sheetg 
going to theatres with each release, 

Miss Uteley is also getting a load 
of exploitation ideas from Coffin, 
for stunts to pull when she sees the 
sinners’ attendance falling off. 

Miss Uteley got her evangelistié 
inspiration at Aimee Semple Mac« 
pherson’s temple. 


Wives of Reno Lawyers Go 
Out of Town for Divorces 











Reno, Oct. 12, 
Prominent local lawyers, cashing 
in on the divorce racket, are having 
a tough time keeping their own do« 
mestic troubles out of court. Dum 
ing the past two weeks wives of two 
of Reno’s best-known barristerg, 
George B. Thatcher and E. F. Luns- 
ford, have secured divorces and 
have gone to San Francisco to ree 
side. In each instance cruelty was 
charged and the decrees were se< 

cured in courts outside of Reno. 
Mrs. Thatcher got her divorea, 
and a considerable property settlee 
ment, in the court at Virginia City, 
20 miles from the Reno court house 
Mrs. Lunsford went to Minden, 4@ 

miles away, to secure her decree, 





BREWSTER-PALMER PART 


Beauty Prize Winner and Ex-Feg@ 
Mag Owner Married 10 yrs. 


Hiollywood, Oct. 12. 





Belle Baker’s Boy Sings 





Pelle Baker’s young son, Herbert, 
made his initial radio appearance 
i; Sunday efternoon (11). It was for! 
the Hiebre Infants’ Home 

Hie sanyv two songs. 


After 10 years of married lif& 
Eugene V. Brewster and Corlisg 
Palmer have separated. A few 
months ago, when Brewster wag 
going through the _ preliminary 
stages of bankruptcy, there was @ 
lot of newspaper publicity about 
true love, ete, 

Miss Palmer was winner in 8 
beauty cgntest engineered by one 


of 


Brewster's former magazines 10 
or 15 


years ago. She was a cigag 
ounter girl in an Atlanta hotel. 
Drewste is now an agent {@ 
‘authors 
a 
ra 
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Paris 


Pitoeffs returning to town. 

Sam Helman at Harry's bar. 
Mrs. Arthur Green to London. 
Colonial Exposition petering off. 
Dorothy Smith at the Melody Club. 
Dinah at the Berkeley in London. 
Izzy Percival now a first nighter. 
‘Crisis’ is the password anywhere. 
Joel Hillmann away a long time. 


Business a bit off at the Marine. 

Mummy Bar is no: so popula: 
now. : . » 

A week without rain. More rec- 
ords. 

Ion Reed packing for the annual 
tour. : 

Arthur Howard likes tea down- 
town. rea 

The Rocky Twins are off tneir 
canes. ; F 

Mary Heaton trying night life 
again. 


The Ambassadeurs closed without 
any fuss. 

Glazel over from Vienna to look 
for Fands. 

Angela Satorio back in town and 
studying. 

Margaret Vaughn getting her last 
Paris hats. 

Marcel Pagno] starting rehearsals 
for ‘Fanny.’ 

Fanny Cotton the tiniest load of 

pep in town. 

tosie Dolly up from the south to 
visit Jennie. 

Lack of Hollywoodites in town at 
the moment. 

Tommy Ladd and Mona Lee at St. 
Jean de Luz. , 

Mrs. Leroy Granville mixing with 
the Russian set. 

Bricktop sending out 
for her opening. 

Everybody's hoping a lot for the 
new Deval play. 

Even the dramatic critics are re- 
turning to town. 

Cafe de Paris 
ears, few francs, 

Louis Berneuil thinks 
stage nowadays. 

Fanny Coiton reopening the reno- 
vated Bateau Ivre. 

Alfred Savoir reading notices of 
‘He’ in New York. 

The Billie Arnolds expecting a 

gall from the stork. 

Zaidee Jackson in financial row 
with the Music Box. 

Charley Gordon working on trans- 
‘ation of ‘Jarnegan.’ 

Matt Duffin now 
with another studio. 

Roger Davis’ cracks still sweeping 
the Champs Elysees. 

John Fernand, English accent and 
all, is still American. 

Mischa Elman doing some of his 
publicity work again. 

Sydney Chaplin saying he wants a 
good story. For what? 

A dozen people fell asleep at the 
opening of ‘Machiavel.’ 

John van Druten wiring that he’s 
knee deep in new plays. 

Marguerite Moreno doubling from 
the Michodiere again. 

American newspapermen out in 
force to see ‘Front Page.’ 

Baby Face Macklin off to a good 
contract at the Cafe Anglais. 

Vava Yacobleva resting in Paris 
between two operatic tours. 

La Croix du Sud so full every 
night it’s impossible to dance, 

Elevator on the stage at the The- 
atre Michel is part of the draw. 

yeorge Kann disappointing a few 
of his friends by not coming over. 

Mistinguett despairing of getting 
another ‘My Man’ for her new show. 

Clave Cortez and Don Marquis at 
the Lido after a long African tour. 

Teddy Gerard in town for a min- 
ute and then to Lunnon for a new 
play. 

Eddie Bauchard looking for a site 
near the Champs Elysees for a night 
club. 

The old New York ‘Herald’ Rue 
de Louvre address is now a wine- 
shop. 

Odeon having 2 big opening with 
the old favorite, ‘Madame Sans 
Gene.’ 

Henry Bernstein watching his roy- 
alty reports from U. 8S. company of 
*Melo.’ 

Mary Ellen Pollock still announc- 
ing the return of the family from 
Capri. 

Gangloads of tourists still destend 
on the Lido for that glass of cham- 
pagne. 

And what the adapters did to 
Somerset Maugham’'s ‘The Sacred 
Flame’! 


invitations 


closing. Many 


about the 


in Montmartre 


Beulah Livingstone handling an 
account for a music school in 
Austria. 


American colony losing some of 
that weight after a couple of months 
of Rhumba-ing. 

Viscount Alain de lLache 
from the Riviera, and still 
about Hollywood. 

Thaddeus A. Drayton having an 
uphill fight to do a single at the 
Boeuf sur le Toit. 

Le Grand Ecart opened witht a 
bang; 622 men and 1214 women pres- 
ent the first nicht. 

Bordette Cleveland with the grand 
voice, being auditioned at the Opera 
and Opera Comique. 

Capt. Sokoloff, that Russian film 
actor and world traveler, orders the 
biggest steins of beer. 

Arthur Green manages the front 
of the house and then does a bit in 
the third act of ‘After All.’ 

Jimmy Lowe resuming his busi- 
Ness of tailoring until his next job 
in pictures or on the stage comes 
along. 

Sparrow Robertson meets all com- 


here 
talking 


hd 





CHATTER 


ers daily at the Silver Ring har 
around 5.30 p. m. And sometimes 
5.30 a. m. 


Brooklyn Museum of Art helping 
starving artists by offering a few 
dollars for good canvases to fill an 
empty room, 

Edith Wilson the first in Paris to 
sing ‘Was I drunk , and a panic. 
It’s the number from the current 
N. Y. ‘Follies.’ 

Garland Anderson back from two 
months’ tour of Europe and off to 
London with his new play. Not to 
U. S. until ’33. 

Emma Calve at 70 gets the Che- 
valier of the Legion of Honor and 
announces new plans for a rejuve- 
nated ‘Carmen.’ 

Valentine Tessier in party at the 
Train Bleu with the Prince Murat. 
Wiseacres say its another winter 
for Montparnesse. 

American distributors wondering 
why the Hays organization has no 
observer at the Pan-Spanish Con- 
gress currently in Madrid. 

J. Paiste, Marshall Stanfield, Bay 
Caago and Gordon Mick -— four 
American college boys who clicked 
here and in Bordeaux with their 
playing. 

Jacques Nathanson took an awful 
cropper with his new show, just as 
Jed Harris announced he would do, 
‘I Was Waiting for You,’ author’s 
early success. 


Montreal 


Ray Evans back at Kit-Kat. 

Jack Denny extending radio radius 
in the U. S. 

Larry Vincent putting the moan 
in ceremony. 

Yo-Lo finalists do their stuff on 
Loew's stage. 

Jim Adams getting big play with 
baby elephant. 

Eddie Schriber preparing inten- 
sive campaign. 

Jake Macklin claims salesman’s 
lot not a happy one. 

Max Malini magicking at Windsor 
hotel for Service clubs. 

Seven-day bicycle grind at Forum 
back again Sunday (18). 

Lionel Shapiro uncovers 
scandai, juniors faking ages. 

Lack of policy in distribution for 
second runs steaming up nabes, 

Joe Lightstone puts Orpheum 
(formerly stock) imto pictures at 50c 
top. 

L. R. Stephens finding His Ma- 
jesty’s tough proposition at start of 
legit season. 

Operators’ union in contempt of 
court action by United Amusement 
Corporation. 

McGill convocation at Loew's re- 
leases further flock of graduates on 
indifferent world. 

Bourget theatre (Ind) sold to 
cabaret owner who will use shorts 
and cabaret show. 

Abie Vineberg, out in woods with 
provincial minister’s party, rem- 
iniscing in ‘Gazette.’ 

United Amusements, Ltd., operat- 
ing 13 nabes, will settle question of 
reduced admish prices Tuesday (13). 

West end houses, main stems and 
legit, affected by crash of three big 
brokerage houses in -past seven 
days. 

Two million dollars bet at Blue 
Bonnets this season leads all Quebec 
Province wagering on six tracks in 
total of $5,237,715. 

Montreal Repertory theatre, un- 
der Governor-General patronage and 
with Viceroy’s son in cast, will start 
winter season here Novy. 11. 

Local symphony theatre will start 
second season under vice-regal pat- 
ronage Nov. 1 and every Sunday 





golf 





afternoon thereafter, at His Ma- 
jesty's. 
Ray Tubman has rounded up 


French films for habitant clientele 
at the Imperial. 

Joe and Mrs. Franklin celebrated 
their 20th wedding anniversay by 
going to their own theatre, 

Hon. M. J. O’Brien owning four 
theatres, is 80—making him oldest 
exhib in business as far as known. 

Ottawa has _ lost professional 
hockey team, due to dwindling pat- 
ronage. Amateur brand stronger 
than ever. 

Rita Davies, Hart House player, 
engaged by Messmore Kendal] to 
appear in “The Lreadwinner” in 
New York. 

Arthur Cohen of Famous Players, 
president of Ontario Federation of 
Jewish Philanthropies. Will try to 
raise $175,000 for charity. 

William Campbell arrested in de- 
serted gold mine, where he had lived 
for past year after robbery of Re- 
gent theatre, Sturgeon Falls. 

Viscount Duncannon, son of His 
Exceliency the Governor-General, 
rehearsing with the Ottawa Drama 
League and the Montreal Repertory 
Theatre, 

Ottawa exponents of the art of 
magie organize the “Imps Club” to 
improve their artistry, prevent ex- 
posure of illusions and to arrange 





entertainments. 





Berlin 


Lupe Velez here. 

Kroll Opera reopened. 

Lucie Englisch in Venice. 

Joe Schenck expected here. 

Felix Bressart at the Riviera. 

Milton Diamond expected soon. 

Ernst Wdet back from the States. 

Berthold Viertel expected in town. 

Erich Pommer back from Vienna. 

Richard Romanowski to Vienna. 

Wilhelm Diegelmann, actor, now 
70. 

Dr. George Deutsch in from Lon- 
don. 

Eugen Rex for location 
Tyrol. 

Viktor. Schwannecke's restaurant 
closed. 

Elizabeth 
Switzerland. 

Claire Waldoff guest-playing in 
Duesseldorf. 

Joe Hess busy again here at the 
Central Cafe, 

Roxy gave a luncheon at the Es- 
planade hotel. 

Otto Wallburg 
contract with Ufa. 

Erna Morena back from London 
after a year’s absence, 

Willi Meissner from Prague for 
reorganizing Terra-filmco 

Kammerspiele theatre closed, re- 
opens early in December. 


in Ocetz 


Bergner in Vevey, 


has a one-year 


Annemarie Jurgens, actress, will 
marry the Count Schwerin. 
Reinhold Schuenzel will direct 


Erich Carow’s first picture. 

Hans Muller working on a new 
play for Elisabeth Bergner. 

Fritz Lang’s picture, ‘M,’ will be 
dubbed in French and English. 

Harry R. Sokal enthusiastic about 
Reni Riefenstahl as a director. 

Gertrud Ebert, wife of intendant 
of ‘Staedtische Oper,’ in auto crash. 

Friedrich Hollander writing the 
music for the new Janning’s pic- 
ture, 

Charles Boyer will leave for Hol- 
lywood after finishing his Ufa pic- 
ture. 

Dr. Kurt Muhsam, film editor, in 
motorcar accident on Kurfursten- 
damm. 

Hans Junkermann and Julia Ser- 
da in Paris working with Anny 
Ondra. 

Professor Eugen Roberts is open- 
ing Die Tribune with ‘Waterloo 
Bridge.’ 

Ariane and 
new night clubs 
strasse. 

Margaret Melzer will do guest 
play, together with Emil Jannings, 
in Vienna. 

M. Pecune, cameraman of Pathe 
Journal, here for Briand’s and La- 
val’s presence. 

Otto Klement has sold to Hirt & 
Son, Munich, Jack Bilbo’s biography 
on Al Capone. 

Max Reinhardt will stage ‘Or- 
pheus in Charon’ and ‘Six Char- 
acters’ in Riga. 

Olga Tschechowa has successfully 
sued the Richard Tauber Tonfilm 
Co. for salary. 

Prussian Ministry for Education 
intends to cut down stage salaries 
at State theatres, 

Max Reinhardt has a contract 
with C. B. Cochrane ta stage ‘The 
Miracle’ in London. 

Max Adalbert playing the lead 
in Richard Oswald's film, ‘The Cap- 
lain of Coepenick.’ 

Rita Georg will do a guest per- 
formance in Vienna with the operet- 
ta, ‘Madame Dubarry.’ 

Irvin Mare to Munich to meet 
Adolphe Osso. Negotiating reco- 
operation with Emelka. 

Auerbach from Prague, Weiss- 
man from Zurich, and Joris Ivens 
from the Hague, all here. 

Soviet educational film, ‘Guns or 
Tractors,’ forbidden by censor after 
running in 30 German cities. 

An association of Berlin popular 
theatres has been founded in order 
to play for 7% and 12% cents. 

Meinhard and Bernauer opening 
the Theatre in der Stresemann 
Strasse with ‘The Vinegar Tree.’ 

Paul Osborne’s ‘Vinegar Tree’ is 
called in the German dramatizing 
‘Ich Weiss, Was Du Nicht Weisst.’ 

Alfred Neumann, author of ‘The 


‘Quartier Latin two 
in Kurfursten- 


Patriot,’ wrote a comedy, ‘Die 
Sraut-Auction’ (‘The Bride-Auc- 
tion). 


Hans Fidesser, tenor of the Staats 
Opera, on his way to the Geneva 
festivals, stricken and had to go to 
a hospital. 

Deutsche Buhnengenossenschaft 
(German Association of actors) cele- 
brating its 60th anniversary in 
Frankfurt Main. 

Maria Ivogun, Werner Kratss, 
Richard Tauber and Felix Bressart 
will give a benefit performance for 
unemployed actovs. 


Kurt Tucholsky and Walter Has- 
enclever working in London on a 
comedy, ‘Christoph Columbus, or 
the Discovery of America.’ 

Heinz Saltenburg introducing new 
admission at the Theatre am Nol- 
lendorfplatz, beginning with 25 
pfennigs (six cents) per seat. 

Deutsches Lichtspiel - Syndikat 
(German Exhibitors Syndicate) in- 
tends to make a film with Luciano 
Albertini, Carl Auen, Domenico 





Gambino and: Eddie Polo, formerly 
well known from the silent days. 

Willy Zietz, young millionaire 
and financier of Udet-von Gontard 
film expedition in Africa, intends 
to do an ape film in the Congo. 

Felix Weingartner, well known 
conductor, will marry for the fifth 
time. Bride is Carmen Studer, a 
21-year-old scholar of the Con- 
servatory in Basle. 

Mrs. Daniel Sullivan off to New 
York after studying with Georges 
Baklanoff for teinhardt’s staging 
of ‘The Tales of Hoffmann’ in the 
Grosse Schauspielhaus. 


ae a 


By Edward Asswad 





Zaky Tuleimat back from Europe. 

An Italian firm in Alexandria has 
agreed with Aly Kassar, Egyptian 
vaudeville pioneer, to produce a 
comedy short. 

The Ministry of Education has ap- 
pointed Fortunato Cantoni as super- 
visor of the Cairo Royal Opera 
House at $2,500 per year. 

A proposal was submitted that the 
impresario should be chosen from 
among Egyptian artistic men, but 
the Ministry of Education rejected 
it. 

Naguib Rihany, Egyptian come- 
dian, has leased the Kursaal theatre 
for four months from Jan. 1. He is 
now working at the Summer Follies 
Cabaret at Giza. 

The Egyptian singer, Mohamed 
Abdel Wahab, has received a letter 
from Yussef Wahby in Paris, offer- 
ing him a singing part in the film 
he is now preparing. 

Mr. Bilogatti, an Italian impre- 
sario, has now been entrusted with 
the organization of the forthcoming 
opera season, against payment of a 
government subsidy of $40,000. 

Behidia Hafez off to Paris. She 
will feature in an Arabic talker, en- 
titled ‘The Sons of the Rich,’ to be 
produced by Yussef Wahby in con- 
junction with Mohamed Kerim. 

Kit Kat Cabaret has engaged 
Peggie and Guy Goolden of London. 
Peggie was for 18 months the first 
dancer at the new Carlton Hotel in 
Shanghai. During the past year 
they have been touring East Africa, 
India and the Malay States. Other 
attractions at the Kit Kat are Leo 
Marjane, Noverro and Ballet Lo Van 
Hell, 

The lease of Dalbagni’s Kursaal 
theatre in Cairo will expire next 
summer. Mr. Dalbagni has entered 
into an agreement with the proprie- 
tors of the new Cinema Diana Pal- 
ace, opposite the Parisiana club, 
to build therein a sumptuous theatre 
for the international troupes and 
company visiting Cairo and who 
used to perform on the Kursaal 
stage. 

It has been the practice of the 
government to invite a noted foreign 
impresario for an opera season in 
Cairo, putting the Opera House at 
his disposal without prepayment. 
The subsidy usually granted to him 
was $40,000. This subsidy was raised 
last year to $90,000 owing to the pe- 
cuniary loss sustained by the impre- 
sario in bringing Mr. Denis D’Ines 
of the Comedie Francaise. 

Yussef Wahby has informed his 
company in Cairo that he has rented 
the French Tobis Film studio in 
Paris for five days only, Sept. 28 to 
Oct. 3, at $2,000 per day. Wahby 
declares this arrangement is the 
cheapest one he could obtain, where- 
as in Germany he was offered the 
same appliances at a sum twice as 
much, despite the intervention of 
the Egyptian Minister in Berlin, 


Reno 


Town flooded with panhandlers on 
their way to California for the win- 
ter. 

Jack Dempsey gives up hard rock 
mining for week to go on deer hunt- 
ing trip with Gov. Balzar. 

Three members of Nevada foot- 
ball team suspended for training at 
Belle Livingston’s cowbarn. 

William Woodburn, legal rep of 
most of Reno’s big shots, to New 
York with wife on vacation. 

Craig Kershow, manager of Van- 
derbilt’s dude ranch, sporting beaut 
of shiner. Got it manicuring a 
horse, 

Silver Slipper, night club that was 
hot spot during summer, ‘closed for 
repairs.’ Probably get repairs com- 
pleted next May. 

United States Marshal Jake Ful- 
mer buying a flock of padlocks to 
attach to about 20 Reno barrooms 
that have been abated. 

Promoters of Henry’s Hollywood 
cafe having hard time scaring up 
enough money to complete job on 
swanky place they are building here. 

Dr. Paul Andre still languishing 
in jail awaiting trial on charge of 
killing fiance. Girl friends bring 
him food, but can’t raise $10,000 
bail. 

Tahoe Tavern, largest resort on 
Lake Tahoe in California, taken 
over by bondholders for failing to 
plank down $25,000 interest on 


! —= 
Benita Hume in a Par talker 
Estelle Brody sick abed at Chim 

neys. it 
Sol Newman off to Berli 

2! n J 

Roxy. wie 
H. C. G. Stevens recording for 

disks. ee 
Frank Scully trimmed by J, , 

poker, ¥ Se 
Basil Dean may be going ¢, 

peste 18 to the 
Wilson Disher in a little divorces 


trouble. 
Thomas 
lunches. 
Charles A. Walker taking 
ball again. 


Bentley at his own press 


up feote 
Strand hotel having a new 
sion built. 


William 
comeback, 


extene 


Freshman threatens a 

Haddon Mason in the new Gord 
Craig effort. 

Norman Arnold under 
to British Lion. 

Anthony Asquith 
film journalism. 

Michael Balcon never dickered for 
Jannings, he says. 

H. C. G. Stevens has seven West 
End plays running. 

Jack Buchanan filming parties for 
Jeanette Macdonald, ‘ 

Herbert Thompson, ‘Film Weekly; 
bursting with ideas. a 

Jacqueline Logan 
the director's panties, 

Dirt track riding still 
sport rage of the town. 

London sobbies agog at the Lil- 
yian Tashman imminence, 

Frank Cellier quitting the stage, 
saying talkers are easier, 

Radio announcers here lucky to 
get $50 a week from B.B.C. 

Universal changed Claude Saune 
ders’ name to Jack Lloyd. 


on 
longterm 


contemplating 


now wearing 


the night 


W. L. Warden, new ‘Mail’ cone 
trolling editor, is a film fan. 
Chas Walker, talker reviewer, 


playing football this season. 
Robertson Hare has a double, and 
they trebled on the publicity. 
James Carew in Mason's dressing 
room at the Prince of Wales. 
Two first night seats for legit 
critics usual sign play's a flop. 
Ashley Dukes drinking with the 
critics at the ‘Elizabeth’ opening. 
Anna, the stage dresser, cele« 
brated 30 years at the profession. 
Hialf the London trade went over 
to Paris for the Alhambra opening. 


Paramount is remaking ‘Head 
Waiter,’ early Menjou opus, this 
side. 

Hon. Max Aitken, Beaverbrook’s 
son, writing articles for papa’s 
sheets. 

New radio building in Regent 


street ready for the mike boys, 17 
studios. 

Arthur Dent giving the flicker 
critics publicity outside the Pavilion 
marquee, 

L. H. Clark, trade paper editor, 
back from the States. Brown with 
New York sunshine. 

Universal's cellar sleuths have 
unearthed a Richard Tauber talker, 
in Germa‘, as usual. 

Alec James, ace ball player, 
lunching at the Troc with Bucky 
Taylor, the Lyons lamb. 

Sydney Hyman _ contemplating 
putting pelota, Spanish racquet 
game, on the map here. 

There's a Paramount publicity 
story on how the Duke of Glouces- 
ter, Wales’ brother, was turned 
away from the Carlton, S.R.O. 





Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 


Elinor Glyn still here. 

Sari Fedak planning to start & 
pension de famille. 

Julius Hegedus, Hungary's greate 
est actor, died penniless. 

Bridge clubs the rage and domi- 
noes coming into fashion. 

Count Imre Karolyi’s book, ‘The 
Crisis of Capitalism,’ best seller. 

Countess Bethlen, former prime 
minister's wife, off to the States to 
lecture, 

Susy Balla divorcing 
band, Paul Rakosi, legit 
to marry her legal counsel. 

Alice Saasdy, actress and wife of 
3ritish Major W. L. Stead, opens 
flower shop in Vigszinshaz lobby. 

Government economy measures 
bid newspapers reduce their size 
by 25%. Pulp is not manufactured 
in this country. 

Mrs, Coolidge, American apostle 
of modern music, arranging two 
free concerts of modern chamber 
music here next month. No tickets 
for sale. ; 

William I. Sirovich, American 
congressman, here. He is of Hun- 
garian extraction. Wants to have 
his play, ‘The Banking Racket,’ pro- 
duced over here. 

Bekeffy family 
the stage. Laszlo 
premieres of two three-act and two 
one-act plays all in one week. Mrs. 
Bekeffy in ‘Autumn Crocus’ cast at 
the Vigszinhaz. 


her hus- 
director, 


most prolific on 
Bekeffy had 





$500,000 in bonds on Sept. L 





Night clubs and bars have g0n® 
down in price. Where champagne 
was obligatory some years 4&0 7 
can now sit for hours on a cafe noir 
and a cognac. New place, Femina 
Bar, starting very well on ti 
basis. 
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Tuesday, October 13, 1931 


TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 








— 


Broadway 


Charlie Freedman about. 

Gwen Milne taking toe lessons. 

gommy Kilpatrick back from the 
Loop. 

Basil Dean over here for only two 


weeks. 

Helen Chandler is in town on ya- 
eation. 

Jack Robbins sails for Europe 
pet. 14. 
Donna Fry may return to vaude 


single. 
ml Dow has stopped raving about 


the Pups. 





Bernie Hart back with Howard 
enedict. ; 
Becarl Laemmle is due east early 
this week. 

Ea Doljean oke after a  ervous 
breakdown. 

The Charlie Morrisons are to- 


again. 

ove inside said Hoover will not 

‘ r beer. 
ws Eddie McEvoy eats lunch 
jn five minutes. 

Alfred Leif, author, 
with a son Oct. 4. f 

Louis Mosconi giving hoofing les- 
gons in Friars’ grill. 

Leo Morrison started to fly back 
to the coast Sunday. 

Fred Brown says Brown Bros. sax 
act will be reformed. 

Ed Leroy Rice is a walking text- 
book on theatricals, 


presented 


Ken Strong, the footballer, may 
ghortly go into vaude. - 
J. P. Medbury doing the side 


etreets for a few days. 

Mae Murray has abandoned her 
plans for one-night tour. 

Bennie Moten and band traveling 
around the country by bus. 

Ben Piazza scouting for Metro in 
New York for three weeks. 

Richard Bosch, manager 
Jinwood, was once an actor, 

Jesse Lasky expects to remain in 
New York until New Year’s. 

Charlie Pettijohn getting to the 
Hays office at 9 instead of 10. 

Joe Shea gave his bum leg a set- 
back by playing some squash, 

Hollywood is another Trenton 
with palms, says Leo Donnelly. 

Mayfair Club starts the season 
Saturday (17) at the Ritz-Carlton. 

Louella Parsons-Martin is at the 
Warwick, and so is Doc Harry Mar- 
tin. 

James Bowman has called off his 
a trip owing to illness of his 
wife. 


Loew’s 


More talk right along about 
Ritchie of Md. Women starting to 
talk. 


Hotel Portland closed last week. 
One of the oldest around the T. S. 
nabe, 

Aspirin is good for the average 
headache, but not for the current 
kind. 

Eddie Diamond made up Billy’s 
mind to move to Long Beach in- 
stead. 

Jim Doane shaved last week. 
chow-houses refused to 
check. 

More new acts in rehearsal around 
Yew York rehearsal halls than in 
months. 

A lot of Times Square theatre 
balconies available this fall for duck 
shooting. 

Plainclothes men have chased the 
flower and fruit hawks out of the 
subway stations. 

Tim Sullivan, the NBC specialist 
in fliers and headliners, now with 
McCann-Erickson. 

Phil Bloom catches more vaude 
than any other member of the Fan- 
chon-Marco staff. 

Dr. Harry Martin, Hollywood's 
doctor-boxing commissioner, look- 
ing the town over. 

— Roth quit the Barbazon 
alaza when the hotel wouldn't 

stand for her mutt. 

} Neely Edwards and the missus 
eft for home town Hollywood in 

their covered wagon. 

»0yYS now putting brass name 

Plates on their fav spots along the 
47th street curbstone. 

Charles Columbus has left the 
herwid Murry act, back rehearsing 

th Harriett Hoctor. 
, Jimmy Lucas and wife are show- 
ng their daughter some new Brook- 
yn scenery this week. 

—e _Duchin is a_ registered 
yrarmacist at Mass. Inst. of Pharm. 

helps his piano playing. 

Chirped somebody last week: ‘As 
a baseball announcer, Graham, you 
“certainly NacNamee tired.’ 

oo Allan Woolf is east on a 
ary ro swindle sheet, including sal- 

4 Living at the Waldorf. 
san os Schreiber popped into town 
=e bears n disappeared. He bobbed 

a on a boat London bound. 

ag Schneider, up from Publix’s 
ene division, beginning to get 

sed to New York’s crazy weather. 


. The Daniel Hugers, she was Betty 
Kress, as 


Six 
eash his 


5-10 daughter of Cc. W. Kress. 
- Owner . 5 ° . ‘ . ane 
ine ner, .re definitely separat- 
—n Richy Craig ran out of 
ee at the Palace last week he 
Se¢ jenny > elias. safes , 
man. y, the backstage elevator 

This time 


Harry Rosenthal is 
Nywood. Ready to co 
Boy Blew’ as Jed Harris 


back from He 
Into ‘Little 
Vamps, : 

Reason why 
building h . 
ecause it 
the top. . 

Eddie 
Bathing 


the Empire State 
asn't had a suicide yet is 
takes too long to reach 


Pidgeon recuperating. 
Sashed forehead with per- 








oxide has made him platinum blonde 
on one side. 

Count Felix Von Luckner, seven 
geas expert, had a tough time find- 
ing his station on the subway the 
other morning. 

An acrobat around town is claim- 
ing distinction because he buys his 
resin at the same place Fritz Kreis- 
ler buys his. 

Though not m.c’ing in that town 


any more, Charlie Melson is still 
writing a weekly column for the 
Newark ‘Call.’ 

Sadie McCarthy got home Sun- 
day. Jeff wound up his wild two 
weeks off Saturday night with an 


extra glass of beer. 

Laura Tintle, manageress for the 
Paul Scott office, doesn’t believe in 
stalling applicants for stage jobs. 
Yes or no, and quick. 

Basil Gerson upon request will 
drag his Chinese chef from the 
kitchen to prove the chop suey isn’t 
made out of herring. 


Story that Olive Borden was 
signed for ‘Louder Please’ is un- 
true. Picture beauty in New York, 
but no stage job yet. 

Vivienne Osborne’s option has 
been taken up by Paramount. She 


received one of those five-year yes 
or no things last April. 

Mrs. Ben Bornstein and Mrs. Mil- 
ton Stein have opened a hat and 
dress shop. Tillie (Mrs. Max) Wins- 
low their best plugger. 

An innovation in co-operative 
apartment houses will be the pro- 
posed night spot at 290 Park avenue. 
Princesse restaurant last season. 

It’s Bill Dickerson who’s with 
Fanchon & Marco and not Bill Wil- 
ken. Latter in town after 23 weeks 
as p. a. with Hagenbeck- Wallace. 

Dr. Edson R. Miles, who quit the 
pulpit for the stage, is now prof. of 
homiletics (art of preaching) at St. 
Lawrence University at Canton, 
N. Y. 
A night club dancer in New York 
offered $500 weekly to gig for an 
elderly femme also has standing of- 
fer to set him up in his own club 
next season, 


Blutch Scheifstein, treasurer of 
the Liberty, is now Julius Stone 
legally. Blutch was known as 


Blutch by guys who never suspected 
his last name. 

Constance and@ Irene Farber (Far- 
ber Sisters), who quit the stage in 
1922, are married and living in the 


same apartment building on 86th 
street, New York. 
Swimming suit manufacturers’ 


most popular model is Eileen Elliot. 
Posing is just a side line because 
Miss Elliot prefers to secretary in 
Paramount's publicity office. 

If you’re caught smoking in the 
Roxy mezz the usher won't ask you 
to put it out, but to let him have 
it, please. He carries the butt to 
the nearest ash can. Saves carpets. 

Clark and McCullough are on a 
new split in weekly pay check in 
the Arno show. Old salary was $4,- 
000 per for both. Now five with 
Clark $3,200 and his partner, $1,800. 

Tex Guinan reported tired of 
one-night standing and desiring to 
return to Broadway, but her con- 
tract with the bureau that booked 
her fis tighter than a Pullman car 
window. 

Showing that a mugg is still a 
mugeg, ‘Variety’s’ own thought the 
office was burning incense last 
week until discovering it was only 
an animal act playing the State, 
next door. 

Lots of people thought Johnny 
was NBC Johnstone’s real first 
name, but the birth of George Wil- 
fred Johnstone, Jr., two weeks ago 
tipped papa’s mitt on the monicker. 
From now on he’s Wilfred. 

Mae Murray is very feragus with 
Alice White because Alice copped 
her dancing partner, Bill Moffat. 
Mae let Alice’s manager, Cy Bart- 
lett, have a load of vindictives at 
50th street and Broadway. 

Along Broadway the story is Jim- 
my Durante is giving away nightly in 
private parlors in Hollywood the kind 
of entertainment he was paid $1,- 
000 to $1,500 a nigh- to do back kere 
at private parties. Just a fool for 
soeial saps. 

The Edringtons, Texan backers of 
Earl Carroll, watch the performance 
in the Carroll theatre almost night- 


ly. They are said to charge Car- 
roll no rent for the new house. Car- 
roll pays taxes, ete. only. Any 
surplus, with the consent of the 


backers, goes toward the next Car- 
roll production. Equal to the luck 





son Oct. 22 with Theatre 
troupe three days, 

Ernestine Cole and Ed Nehring; 
became RKO ad dept. in large way | 
while Bill Danziger was fluing. 

Mills Brothers, until lately WLW | 
harmony turn, now spreading lo- 
cally through WKRC via CBS. 

Capt. Billy Bryant knocking off a 
life ambition in presenting ‘Hamlet’ 
on his showboat as swan song for 
season, 

Pittsburgh dive of ‘Social Regis- 
ter’ sickened Millie Unger. Ulric 
show announced to exceptional press 
breaks for Grand, with retractions 
thus forced. 

George W. Brown, Ed J. Conway 
and Mel Swillinger back at Shubert 
pox office, with Charlie Zuber con- 
tinuing as p.a. and Erwin Bellstedt 
again handling stick in pit. 


oe 





Hollywood 


Wilshire Country club whieh ab- 
jures film members. 

Studios are being flooded with 
free samples of Phillips tooth paste 
sent here by Al Lyman. Letter ac- 
companies the paste asking the boys 
to try for the sake 


of their broadcastin; 


it on the molars 
pal. 
are still 


contest 


on 
Hierman 


Post-mortems over 
that backbammon 
J. Mankiewicz staged with Ed 
Knopf, Maurice Revnes, Barney 
Glazer, Ralph Blum and others par 
ticipating Nobody's satisfied. 


Fast on the part of Roger 
Ferri the Fox ‘Dynamo,’ 
sulted in a special bulletin 
in the regular edition when Ferri 
rot the N. Y. reviews of ‘Sob Sis- 
ter’ at 11 a.m. and had them off the 
press at 1 p.m. 

One of the oldest subscribers to 
‘Variety’ is Mrs. M. Stanley, Holly- 
wood, 72, mother of Aileen Stanley. 
Mrs. Stanley is one of the keenest 
observers of the show world and 
known for her understanding out- 
look on the theatre. 


work i 


ed of re- 


ved 


slint 





scragegly. 

Dennis Donaldson new KMTR or- 
chestra arranger. 

Dick Barros no longer with Wil- 
liam Morris office. 

Walter Huston will do Europe 
during the winter, 

3ebe Daniels’ mother writing for 
an eastern syndicate, 

John Nolan, home office rep. for 
Fox, here for a month. 

No earthquakes so far this year, 
so easterners figure it’s a gag. 

Sarah Swartz starting her 16th 
year of playing bit parts for U. 

Henry Goldenburg, RKO city 
mer., is a ringer for L. B. Mayer. 

Ralph Farnum’s impressions of 
B’way don’t flatter the main drag. 

Chevalier makes a personal ap- 
pearance before the Wampas Oct. 
20. 

Wesley Ruggles and Arline Judge 
filed notice of intention to wed Fri- 
day (9). 

Kathleen Robinson spent $75 for 
a Scotty and then watched it ruin 
an $80 rug. 

Universal commissary is now a 
general store. Sells everything but 
raw groceries. 

30b Collier keeps the electric fan 
going these cold October mornings. 
It’s them pills. 

Fox’s ‘Rainbow Trail’ company 
left Sunday (11) for the Grand Can- 
yon on location, 

Albert J. Cohen has consolidated 
his play and book agency with 
Lichtig & Englander. 

Frank Lloyd returns Oct. 19 after 
a trip to England. Next story at 
Caddo still in the air. 

Warners using all of stage five 
for station scenes for ‘Union Depot.’ 
Biggest set ever, claimed. 

Mother of a child actress says 
‘hello’ to everybody on the lot for 
fear of passing up an exec. 

The Eddie Peabodys, per annual 
custom, will be back for Xmas at 
their Riverside, Cal., ranch. 

West Coast Irishmen celebrating 
because one of their race, Murphy, 
made the Notdre Dame team. 

As a plug for the Olympiad, the 
Coliseum is now popularly and offi- 
cially called Olympic stadium. 

David Mir, in a picture at Par, is 
bidding for fame because it was his 
cousin who bumped off Rasputin. 

Al Kelley is the football ace at 
Universal, advising the boys on how 
they should bet and hiding the next 


day. 
Universal’s ‘Saint Johnson’ has 
three ex-Lincoln portrayers—Wal- 


ter Iiuston, Ralph Ince and Russell 
Simpson. 

Gerald Fielding, who recently fin- 
ished an acting contract with Rex 
Ingram, here and trying to connect 
with the studios. 

Lawrence Herzog, brother of 
Dorothy, kids depression by send- 
ing advertising letters in black- 
bordered envelopes. 

James Hall, recently in personals 
at the Paramount locally, goes into 
the Los Angeles theatre for a two- 
week stand Oct, 22. 

Fifi Dorsay denies she’s left Ter- 
rance Ray for a wealthy New 
Yorker. She’s still coo-cvoo, she 
says, about Terrance. 

Frank Conroy's” architecturally 
tricky house in the hills can't be 
found, even by his best friends. So 
he meets his guests at the corner. 

Marilyn Miller leaves here next 
week for New York and probably do 
a stage show before resuming her 





of the dumb. 
Ci . ti 
By Joe Kolling 
Jerry Lischkoff vacationing at | 
last. | 
Bill Field is polishing up old ac- | 


quaintances. 
RKO and union boys powwowing 
on new contracts. 
Cincinnati Symphony starts Oct. 
16. Eugene Goosens directing. 
Chubb & Steinberg, powers in re-| 
tail radio field, took legal bath. 
Edmond Yarbrough switched from 
Lyric mgr. to RKO p.a. in Dayton. 
Erlanger-Grand opens legit sea- | 





| killed, 


Warner contract calling for three 
more, 

Old directors’ building at Para- 
mount will be transformed into a 


doghouse for writers. Change was 
made because there are no more old 
ares l 
Hiorseshy for a year, because the 
Jast time she rode, her partner was 
Mrs. Hank Goldburg gritted 
her teeth and galloped a nag for 90 


¢ 


ol 


Dave Bennett back in Hollywood. ; 
Dewey Robinson takes a 20% 
collar. 
Bruce Gallup landed here last 
week, 
Frank Tuttle’s beard getting 


When Hal Phyfe came here for 
months ago to snap Fox featur 
players, he started trying to mug 
Will Rogers, with the cud comic 
dodging all appointments. Left for 
New York without getting a focus 
on the gumchewer’'s erin. 





Toronto 


False teeth on credit now. 

Loew's London slashes prices. 

Picture censors have eased down. 

Nobody from here covered the 
world series. 

Bowling alleys folding up, also in- 
door archery. 

Beer drops four-fifths of a cent a 
quart. Cheers. 

Andy Taylor has a new derby, and 
this is only 1931. 

Fifty free lances are wondering 
what it’s all about. 

Ted Farrah crashes the front page 
with a ghost story. 

Ontario has sold $25,000,000 worth 
of booze since Jan. 1. 

Ray Lewis has solved the finan- 
cial situation again this week. 

Some of the Rubin and Cherry 
crowd wondering how to get out of 
town, 

Pete Moffatt turned up at the ad 
men’s golf tournament with some 
golf clubs. 


‘Hush’ is still razzing Simpson's. 
The old hokum about ihe poor 
woiking goils. 

Foster Hewitt, ace sports an- 
1ouncer, quits CFCA to join new 
Maple Leaf Arena, 

Jules Allen, once a millionaire 
picture operator, seeks discharge 


from bankruptcy. 

Famous Players has bought the 
lobby to its Uptown. All it needs 
now is the theatre. 

Keith Munro celebrates seven 
months as editor by walking up the 
center aisle Oct. 27. 

Art Bossin asked leave of absence 
to go to Hamburg. Got the air, but 
still going to Hamburg. 

It looks like the Cameron Mat- 
thews crowd might last in their 
stock try at the Empire. 

Jim Francheshini buys 16 eylin- 
ders and three horses, but business 
is getting no better fast. 

‘Evening Telegram’ has handed 
out the good word of no staff re- 
ductions and no salary cuts. 

Of 29,038 registered unemployed 
in Toronto, only three claim to be 
actors—but 274 are musicians. 


New Orleans 


By O. M. Samuel 


Abe Saenger visiting Julian. 
Mardi Gras early—February. 
Globe may play foreign films. 


Football in south feeling the de- 
pression. 

Rajah Raboid, native son, at 
Saenger. 

Tom McDermott dieting. Has lost 


50 pounds. 
Lettures showing real rhumba at 
Club Forest. 
Joe Costello, 
died last week. 
Kelley’s opening as the Club Lido. 
Earl Crumb’s orch, 


old-time minstrel, 


Al Newhauser on ailing list. Jew- 
eller to the profession. 
George McQueen to m.c. at Ole- 


sen’s, Culver City, Cal. 
Major Joe Rudecke suffering from 
neuritis. A game guy. 


the Orpheum, died recently. 
Seymour Weis now. gen. mer. 

Roosevelt. Franklyn Moore out. 
Son of Fagg and White severely 





plosion, 
English prof at L. S. TY. 
because ef his book, 


Ought to help sales, 


suspended 
‘Cane Juice.’ 


minutes last week. sgusse orch is at Suburban Gar- 
Wilshire ciub recruiting picturejdens. Entertainers include Chicago- 
people. 


Not to be confused with the snooty 


| Freddi Stritt. 


Publix lease on St. Charles ex- 
pires, 3ack to owners, 

Jeanne Castellanos has opened 
her Patio Royal, eatery. 

Jack O’Keefe, for years supt. of | 


but nt seriously burned by gas ex-} 


Loop 


Ferde King has organized an act, 
four girls. 


Allen Summers birthday partying 
son, age 15. 

Notre Dame-Northwestern ducats 
sold at $21. 

Gertrude MacDonald's swell looks 
exciting the loop. 
Ben Beno smokes 
long, m. c. cigars. 
Billy Gee Co. opening at the El 
Capitan Club, Dallas 
Taylor Holmes guest of 
by Chicago College Club. 
Pals from Notre Dame saw Wale 
ter O'Keefe be funny after the big 
rame, 
Betty 


those yard- 


honored 


transferred 
office to the 


Stoller has 
from the Fox Chicago 
Universal exchange, 


Ted Healey walked into the Eme- 


bassy Club in a silk hat and no- 
body recognized him 
Charlie Kallen, special material 


writer, has completed 
sold at football games. 
Joe Klein, formerly of film row, 
now editing ‘The Chicago Poli- 
tician.’ indie political rag. 

Beatrice Lillie drew the season's 
first smart opening, although critics 
went to the other premier. 

Dick Hoffman receiving congrats 
on first good Englewood bill in three 
months, Attributes it all to eating 
yeast. 

J. J. Garritty stalled the general 
mer. of a picture house circuit into 
a grand peeve. Opening night 
pasteboards the cause. 

Gregory Ratoff, heel-clicking, 
mitt-kissing celebrity-rustler for 
Ben Bernie, is back in Chicago just 
in time to resume his social duties 
backstage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Byfield of 
the Sherman giving their regular 
annual birthday party to Amy Les- 


a tune to be 


lie, critic emeritus of the ‘Daily 
News,’ on Oct. 17. This has been 
going on for 15 years. 

Because Fritz Blocki and Hazel 


Flynn of the ‘American’ are sup- 
posed to have the best amusement 
page in town, ‘Daily News’ will be 
innoculated with Hearst ideas by 


Col. Knox in an effort to tie the 
score. 

Mort Levine, treasurer of the 
Adelvhi, gave a theatre party for 


his sweetheart in London, England. 
Green Room club over there sur- 
prised her on Levine’s behalf with 
tickets for the reigning English 
musical comedy success. She 
thought the show was lousy. 


“Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Pretty good rye now for $3 a 
quert, 

Dailies wave Joe Penner some 
ere st hrenke, 

TIneh O'Connell had a fund of 


stories for the mob. 

Vera Marsh vseed to go to school 
with Marian Nixon, 

Ocrrr Tevant heek to the home 
town for a day or so. 

Fven Tohnnv Herris goes to a@ 
nivrht club occasionally. 

Jerry Movhall’s saving stamps 
now in eddition to pines. 

T. D. Bonneville. Alvin mer. last 
cereon. in hack of ‘Silent Witness.” 

A couple of those two-bits-for- 
everything nite clubs around here 
now. 

Joe Hiller has booked the Jean 
M™oAkette orchestra for his Show 
Boat. 

L. BP. Coo) closing his home in 
Akron end settling down here per- 
manently. 

If looking for strange speaks, bes¢ 
fellows in town to ask for directions 
are the cops. 

Motor Scuare rowdies gave Tex 
Guinan plenty of Bronxes, but she 
packed ’em in. 

Ben Bullen, ex-megr. Warner, is a 
special guard three days a week at 
the Western Pen. 

Bill Burton, until recently asst. 
mer. at Fulton. now handling a 
show on the road. 

Willot Warren, Davis mer., 
guided houses in Africa, 
China and Japan. 

Harvey Gaul apoligized later for 
not mentioning Bill Williams in his 
‘East Wind’ review. 

John O. Hewitt, of ‘Once 
Lifetime,’ got a couple 
spots here last week. 

Troubled waters between theatres 
and musicians still as troubled. 
Strike now in fourth week. 

Pitt likely to be dark all season. 
Shuberts have offered it to several 
major film firms, but no takers. 

Irish Abbey Players to open here 
for repertory at Twentieth Century 
club, rendezvous for the snooty mob, 

George Jaffe took the entire cast 
of his own burlesque show, ‘Satan’s 
Dauchters,’ to the first game in St. 
Louis, 

Milt Brauman and Harold Wein- 
berger, both local Metro bookers, 
| back of the ‘Y’ Co-operative Playe- 
|; house movement. 


has 
Belgium, 


in a 
of radio 











| Frank Butler, ‘Post-Gazette’ re- 

| porter, doubling as law student at 

Duquesne. Rag already has one 
i Jawyer-scribe, Sam Sarraf. 

Seen at ‘East Wind’ opening: Leo 

| Fitzgerald, Marty Sampter, Oscar 


| Levant, Mrs. Oscar Hammerstein, 
Mrs. Laurence Schwab, Mrs. Frank 
| Mandel, Jos Hiller, Lou Teplhitz, Dick 


Junior Laemmle is helping.| ettes, Don and Dorothy Dade, and} Powell, Mike Cuilen, Hazel Jennings 


} Cullen and Bobby Connolly- 
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Westchester 


Budd hotel, Peekskill, closed after 
60 years. 

Hasting theatre, Hasting-on-Hud- 
son, still dark. 

Playland Park’s 
season starts Nov. 1. 

Danbury fair big draw for folks 
up this way last week. 

Thirteen Fed men and 13 local 
cops raided 13 speaks in Mt. Vernon. 

Yonkers barber advertises to trim 
bald pates for two bits. Half price. 





indoor winter 


Clare Tree Major's Children’s 
Theatre Co. giving performances 
now. 


Elmsford Inn, class road house 
near White Plains, raided by U. S. 
gin hounds. 

Mrs. May Whitpey Helms, with 
the Mozart Sextet, has purchased a 
Bronxville home, 

Phil Davis m. c.’in at Farragut 
Inn, Hastings. Betty Morris and 
Rita Winston also on program. 

Robert Steinmetz, 73, conductor 
of the Wartburg orphan home band, 
sued for separation by his 56-year- 
old wife. 

Mrs. H. H. Frazee, Jr., with sons, 
Harry and Robert, New Rochelle, 
sailed on Roma Oct. 9 to spend 
winter in France. 

Jennie Cuzzo, Yonkers, lost $3,000 
damage action against Loew’s there. 
Claimed she was hurt when foot 
caught in carpet. 

William Muldoon, boxing com- 
missioner, has engaged Phil. Jack 
O’Brien to help run his health farm 
at Purchase, N. Y. 

James R. H. Harrison, N. Y. 
‘Times’ sports writer and until re- 
cently p. a. for Columbia athletics, 
died Oct. 7%. His wife, Constance, 
killed herself and nine-year-old 
daughter, three weeks ago. 

Unless John Steele’pays one of his 
divorced wives, Mrs. Sidonie B. 
Steele, Larchmont, $500 he will be 
sent to join the alimony club in 
White Plains jail, according to order 
of Supreme Court Justice Close. It 
is alleged that Steele is more than 
15 grand in arrears. 

Jenkins’ Orphanage band, group 
of negro boys who make annual pil- 
grimages through the north solicit- 
ing funds for their institution in the 
south, were chased out of Yonkers 
by police. Band gave street corner 
concerts and then passed the hat. 
Chief said the collectors insulted 
persons who failed to give up. 

Last move in case of Juanita 
Hansen, pictures, against two com- 
panies operating a hotel in Man- 
hattan before Court of Appeals, Al- 
bany, this week. Court will decide 
whether she is entitled to collect 
$100,000 for burns sustained when 
water from a faucet marked ‘warm’ 
scalded her in a bath. 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 








Amateur groups brushing up. 

Phillips Carlin in town last week. 

Sam Horwarth eating steady once 
more. 

Brendan Walsh in from Charles 
Island. 

Indoor wrestling has shifted to 
Arena. 


Al Forest as new Roger Sherman 


organist. 
Burning plenty of midnight oil at 
Fox offices. 


Lambert Murphy has opened a 


studio here. 


Shubert making strong bid for 


legit return. 


Grant Withers barnstorming in 


this locality. 


Bijou has revived old fashioned 


amateur night. 


Don Cavallaro’s band set for 


Murray’s Patio. 


Charlie Strong and his Cadets set 


with local nite club. 


Wells & Goggins, local bookers, 


claim business okay. 


Rainbow Inn reopened with a 


floor show—no cover. 


That laundry that S. Z. Poli an- 


geled was a washout. 


Daggett Lee handling Woolsey 


concert series as usual. 


Charlotte, at the Paramount, has 


seen a lot of them come and go. 
If somebody 


talk. 


Those Steperettes really should 
room door 


keep 


their dressing 
closed. 


Musicians local will run grand 
ball and vaude show at Armory in 


December. 
Barney 


nite spots. 


Frankie Melrose band, at Semon’s 
Colonnade, doing two broadcasts a 


week, WICC. 


Why should Harvey Cocks pay 
for a shine when the house m. c. 


has a valet? 


Competition among chain stores 
here offers chicken or turkey din- 


ners for two bits. 


One higher-up here predicts de- 
mise of 50% of state’s theatres be- 


fore Thanksgiving. 


Sam Wasserman claims his own 
milk shakes were responsible for 


that added tonnage. 


Evelyn Maxfield, Bijou 


unit Coast-bound. 


Dan Cummings tried to mail a 
letter in Worcester p. o. without 


getting out of the car. 


Kearney Walton and Eddie Wea- 


strapped Steve 
Perutz's shoulders down he couldn't 


Rapp’s Pavilion Royal 
still has the edge among town’s 


house 
staff member, has joined an F. & M. 


ver have started a year on the air 
as the ‘Town Talkers.’ 

Frances Foster, here with F. & 
M., laid up a few days when adagio 
boys tossed her into footlights. 
Local sheets busy trying to col- 
lect for heavy space used by mer- 


chants during ‘New Haven Day’ 
splurge. 
‘Register’ recently turned down 


full page theatrical ad because it 
couldn’t get double-truck like one 
run in ‘Times.’ 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








Coral Gables opening fall season. 
Chinese Temple under new man- 
agement. 


M. A. Malaney drives his car like 
Barney Oldfield. 


Myrtle Allan, local dancer, going 
in Carroll's revue. 


John Brenkacs’ 
Superior Terrace. 
Harry Reiners doing publicity for 
local RKO houses, 

WGAR to ballyhoo special attrac- 
tions on billboards. 

Leonard Lake back from Holly- 
wood and disgusted. 

Frank Hines still idle, but wear- 
ing mysterious smile. 

Stagehands at Palace took sol- 
emn oath not to swear out loud. 
Hales’ museum of freaks being 
overhauled by new management. 
Sid Andorn, of ‘Press,’ interview- 
ing taxi-men and cashiers. Why? 
Eddie Robinson doesn’t wear that 
worried-first-baby look any more. 
Pat Harrington deserts WTAM 
for Broadway. Allen Daley to To- 
ledo. 

Pit orchestra of eight, headed by 
Adolphe Adelman, put in by Ohio, 
legit. 

Jack Lynch, once a first nighter, 
doesn’t hit the night joints any 
more. 

Bill McDermott, who used to take 
a taxi for two blocks, now hand- 
balls it. 

Joe Caputo, of State’s band, can’t 
find room in his house for pool table 


gypsy band at 


he bought. 
Edward Gove, WHK chief en- 
gineer, taking a sailor’s furlough 


in Canada. 

Alice Clark and Dixie Shaw now 
private entertainment bookers for 
local RKO. 

Looks like George Williams’ band 
will win race for opening Otto 
Wille’s new jernt. 

Eleanor Clarage, ‘P. D.’ column- 
ist, to Cincinnati for femme news- 
paper convention. 

Addie Addison to open new 
broadcasting remote control studio 
in State’s basement . 

War between dry cleaners forced 
prices down to record low—five 
cents a suit for pressing, 25 cents 
cleaning, 10 cents for hats. 

A poke-lifter posing as a mag 
writer crashed Glenn Hunter's 
dressing room, and got away with 
$45, but it wasn’t Glenn’s dough. 

‘Variety’s’ Pittsburgh mugger is 
haywire about Joe Penner, now in 
‘East Wind.’ Bill McDermott, of 
‘Plain Dealer,’ discovered him in 
local burlesque house and recom- 
mended him to ‘Greenwich Village 
Folies’ rep. So there. 





Boston 


By Len Libbey 





Indian summer bad for biz. 

Rumored that Hollis Street may 
reopen. 

Eat-all-you-want-joints are flop- 
ping and folding. 

Jack Goldstein leaves 
Scollay to go Shubert. 

Jack Sheehan’s death removes a 
colorful veteran from local boxing 
circles. 

Jimmy Burke given a midnight 
banquet by the Motion Picture 
Operators’ Union. 

New Paramount Publix on the 
site of the old Adams House is 
nearing completion. 

Jackie Beekman at 19 is m.c. at 
Cocoanut Grove and will probably 
tackle vaudeville. 

Simmons College femmes learn 
some undictionaried words while 
studying the problems of the strik- 
ing longshoremen. 

Morris Gest and Dick Dunn, of 
the Boston Garden, sewed up town 
cleverly for a revival of the ‘Miracle’ 
to help unemployment. 

Henry Taylor, mgr. of the Metro- 
politan, has developed such a flair 
for dancing that Floyd Bell reports 
he may go adagio. 

Tex Guinan had a swell social 
visit with the mayor of Waltham, 
Mass., but couldn’t induce him to 
let her play in town. 

Aimee McPherson Hutton playing 
the Boston Garden to small gates 
amid much press ballyhoo. 

City Censor John Casey arbi- 
trated ‘Five Star Final’ censorship 
problem between Brady and the 
mayor so smoothly that pressagents 
found it hard to balloon it into a 
story. 


Publix 





CHATTER 


Washington 


By John Daly 





Ned McLean back from Europe. 

Lee Somers out of dramatics into 
editorial writing. 

Walter Hampden guest of the 
National Press Club. 

Russ Thomas, box office at the 
National, heir to a fortune. 

Paul Croarkin, attorney, wings a 
woodpecker with a golf ball. 

‘Bill’ Landvoight, of the ‘Star,’ 
celebrating his 60-steenth birthday. 

Steve Cochran’s daughter, Cecelia, 
in Georgetown hospital with appen- 
dicitis. 

New York stock brokers to be 
called to the White House account 
of selling short. 

Col. C. DeForrest Chandler, the 
Army’s first flyer, in Walter Reid 
Hospital for repairs. 

Joseph Anthony Atchison, sculp- 
tor, off to Kitty Hawk, N. C., to do 
a memorial for the Wrights’ first 
flight. 

Don Craig, of the George Wash- 
ington Bi-Centennial, in the mar- 
ket for early pictures of the first 
President. 

Joe Tumulty, formerly President 
Wilson's secretary, head man in the 
Crusaders’ movement for light 
wines and beer. 

Dave Lynn, architect of the Capi- 
tol, building the world’s largest un- 
derground garage—for the Senators 
and Representatives. 

Phil Arth, Hazel Arth’s brother, 
sells 10,000 typewriters to the new 
Dept. of Commerce building—big- 
gest sale of the year. 

Walter Bradford, of Broadway, 
visits his old home town, Alex- 
andria, Va.—15,000 population when 
he was born, 15,000 now. 

Col. Richard Miro, military at- 
tache of the Argentine Embassy, 
starts a ‘Back to Argentine’ move- 
ment, with plenty of American fol- 
lowers. 

White House requests Governor 
of N. J. to appoint ‘Ike’ Bacharach 
as next Senator from New Jersey, 
to succeed the late Senator Mor- 
row; so ’tis said. 


Denver 


Denham stock attendance build- 
ing. 
Mayan discontinuing week-day 
mats, 

Harry Wilson and Jack White 
sang at the Denver last week. 

J. S. Hommell, M-G exchange 
manager, spent several days in 
Ss 








7: 

H. P. Wolfburg, Kansas City, Me- 
tro district manager, spent a few 
days here looking things over. 

Louis Stern, boy band, at the 
Paramount this week. Second pro 
appearance since organization in 
1925. 

Maurine Bryant, Louise Fowler 
Marks and Celoa Carpenter, KOA 
entertainers, at the Denver this 
week. 

KOA planning $400,000 station 
since federal radio commission 
granted increase from 12,500 to 50,- 
090 watts. 

Out of town exhibs on the row: 
Mrs. F. R. Kelley, Salida, Colo.; A. 
F. Kehr, Ogallala, Neb.; Otto Pa- 
chechi, Albuquerque, N. M., and J. 
K. Powell, Palisades, Neb. 

George West, promoter of ‘Six 
Nights in Paris’ for disabled vets, 
who skipped town when the thing 
flopped, arrested in Oklahoma City 
on short check charge and returned 


i 


By Dick McGeorge 


RKO Palace has closed. 

Lou Klewer will vacation. 

Madison Gardens doing well. 

Steve Stevens likes beef stew. 

Allied Theatres have moved their 
offices. 

Moonstone ballroom is Toledo’s 
newest. 

Carl Gifford is being kidded about 
a pink ribbon. 

Churches and not banks close in 
Fenton, Mich, 

Jack O’Connell 
pressed suits. 

Howard Feigley smiling over re- 
sults at Granada. 

Those candy salesmen at the Em- 
pire drive you crazy. 

Play of Walter Jeffery, ‘The Hulk,’ 
accepted by publishers. 

Virginia Creighton, a dancing 
teacher at Grubbs school. 

The Mimes, University of Michi- 
gan, revived after a year of idleness. 

It costs a nickel or a dime for the 
winners in the press club car card 
games. 

Fay Bainter and Walter Hamp- 
den here in ‘Admirable Crichton’ 
Nov. 23. 

‘Gay Nineties’ orchestra, organ- 
ized by old timers, playing at State 
theatre, 

Mrs. P. F. Dowling’s. ‘Waiting. in 
the Moonlight’ accepted by New 
York pubs. 

Ralph Phelps, of the ‘Blade,’ and 








is a bear for 





Joe Colier, of the ‘Bee,’ are two of 











the radio critics who slapped Mc- 
Namee. Phelps also panned. Bill 
Munday’s football announcing. 

Night football cutting in on the- 
atres; 12,000 saw a highschool game 
here last week. 

Mrs. Chet Marks, widow of the 
murdered night-club operator, failed 
to identify Pete Licavoli as the 
killer. Pete was taken to Detroit, 
where he is indicted for the murder 
of Jerry Buckley, radio announcer, 


Milwaukee 


Evangeline Adams here Oct. 22. 

First Philharmonic concert Nov. 1 
at Pabst. 

Ben Bard, Milwaukeean, at Fox 
Wisconsin. 

Judson E. McCarthy doing music 
for ‘News.’ 

Marco Wolf, of Fanchon and Mar- 
co, in for brief visit. 

George Fisher has turned back 
Allis to Phalen and Heid. 

Carl Eppert’s new song, ‘Missis- 
sippi,’ accepted by Oliver Ditson. 

Ben Katz, Warner publicity, back 
from vacation and still out of 
breath, 

Dave Willock and Jack Carson, 
Wisconsin U boys, opened vaude 
careers at Engelwood, Chicago. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ at Davidson, stayed 
over four extra days, Chicago open- 
ing being set back, due to trade 
here. 

Frank Buell, once upon a time a 
manager for Henry Savage, back 
with Fanchon Marco unit at Fox 
Wisconsin. 

Joe Hickey, four years out of 
show business, as manager of Fox 
Odeon and Davidson houses at 
Beaver Dam. 

Russel Leddy returns to Fox Wis- 
consin. Ed. Lurie takes charge at 
Strand. Harry Karp replaces Geo. 
Allen at Savoy. 

German Players opened season at 
Pabst with ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (11). 
Will play here and Chicago on one 
or two nights a week. 

Charles J. Fox, burlesque op- 
erator, recently sentenced to Fort 
Leavenworth for a year and a day, 
has filed a petition in bankruptcy. 
Has stay of execution until Oct. 19. 

On his way to the bank Manning 
Silberman, mgr. of the Columbia 
theatre, obligingly helped a chap 
round up a wad of dollar bills. 
Having gathered them in after some 
tall sprinting along the street, Sil- 
berman found upon arriving at the 
bank, that the singles were his own, 
which had gotten out of his pocket 
in some unaccountable manner. 
And he doesn’t know who the other 
fellow was. 


San Antonio 


By W. E. Keys 


Coates Gwynne back. 

Town's first bank closes. 

Earnest Hauser and the Mrs. re- 
turn. 

Jean Finley, U. A.’s press agent, 
here to plug. 

John Friedl, Publix div. chief, in 
for brief conflabs. 

Cupie Young sent that -play to the 
Hayden stock in Dallas. 

And now it’s roller skating but 
bowling still in the lead. 

Buddy Welker dons the formals 
and parades as a groom’s man. 

Lucille Powers over from the 
Coast with her mother for a stay. 

War Department theatre, wired, 
opened at Randolph Field, Army’s 
West Point of the air. 

Mary Louise Walliser now on pic- 
tures, music and books for ‘Evening 
News.’ Her pa, Gus, is m. e. 

Brandy’s orchestra at Gunter 
Roof, ace dance spot. Herman 
Waldman and boys to follow. 

Concentrated drive to make it 
hard for the snowbirds. Plenty 
showing already on each freight. 

Barney Berliner, Empire's house 
dick, killed in airplane crash. Was 
flying enthusiast and held pilot’s 
license. 

Otto Zoeller waving the stick at 
KTSA ensemble composed mostly 
of Publix-Texas pit men let out in 
spring. 

Sam Woolford, 
columnist, 
vacation. 
papers too. 

Civic Opera closed outdoor sea- 
son with ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ SRO 
sign was out but it’s still the red 
for the c. o. 

Oscar Fox, dean of Texas com- 
posers, staging a Monday radio 
program. Will be recorded for 
broadcast elsewhere. A commercial. 

Looks like stock is out forever. 
Last venture two years ago flopped 
after three weeks. Nobody will try 
although endugh actors in town for 
three outfits. 

Frances Scarborough goes play- 
wright with ‘Five Flags Furled,’ 
eight-piece on Texas history. East- 
ern Star international convention 
will see it here Nov. 2. 

Town's road bookings highbrow 
what with Ben Greet Players, 
Shakespeare Foundation and Jitney 
Players. Shubert’s canceled ‘Stu- 
dent Prince’ and ‘Blossom Time.’ 














‘Light’s’ picture 
turns archeologist on 
Got a big play in other 
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Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 





Joe Shure sticks to his oO 

R. V. Starling goes to Altice 

Hulger Jorgensen reopening 
a Grand, nabe. & his 

Vith radio yen cooline 
turning golf bugs. ling, Scribes 

Karl Hoblitzelles due back ¢ 
Europe this month. ate _— 

Jimmy Bates steps up 
headache for Melba. 

Annual Texas state fair 
25. Hard on the loop. 

Bee Kyle, diver, added as 
traction for state fair. 

Mack McHenry, H-F 
the Gulf coast to fish. 

Will Jenkins, P-P’s new 
exec, meeting the gang. 

Mel Snyder into Adolphus fol- 
lowing Henry Busse’s band. ; 

‘News’ pushing Maurine 
former panner, as art critic, 

Lou Remy being on the stem 
makes it look like old times, 

T. Miller Davidge, H-F 
Durant, Okla., looking areuait” o 

Stepin Fetchit lingered long 
enough to rig up some sorta con- 
test. 

Advance 
(legit) 
Top, $1. 

Goldalie Frank, native artist, to 
New York to sketch on Fannie 
IIurst’s scripts. 

Return of stage talent talk of the 
town. RKO vaude at Majestic and 
Hayden's stock as starters. 

John Friedl wants to know who's 
running the Palace, he or John 
Rosenfield, ‘News’ columnist, 

Franco Autori, Chi Civic’s asst, 
conductor, milling with the high- 
brows in interests of another Chi 
booking. 


a3 asst, 
Oct. 10. 
free ate 
member, to 


division 


Osburn, 


sale 
began 


for 


Showhouse 
with 


& b.o. line, 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Plans for tabloid daily here. 

Portal Players, leading little thee 
atre group, open season Oct, 29, 

John McCormack sang to 8,000 
people at $2.50 top, Auditorium. 

Sound equipment to be installed 
in the state’s 12 penal institutions. 

Two-for-one on week days help- 
ing Harry Hirsch’s burlesque stock. 

Vigorous campaign being launched 
here against prohibition amendment. 

Two kidnapings of St. Paul liquor 
and gambling barons in _ recent 
weeks for ransoms. 

Winifred Cole, engaged to marry 
Richard Dix, is former Minneapoli-« 
tan. Dixa St. Paulite. 

M. E. Montgomery, Pathe ex- 
change manager, recovering from 
serious illness. Left hospital. 

Minnesota, one of first states to 
bring major league hockey to this 
country, to be without pro team for 
first time this winter. 

University of Minnesota seeking 
Joe Brown, Joe Cook or Ed Wynne 
for lead in ‘homecoming revue. 
Maurice Chevalier turned it down. 

Five Twin City sports editors and 
writers grabbed trip to Palo Alto, 
Cal, to cover Stanford-Minnesota 
game. WCCO broadcasting contest 
direct over a wire leased and paid 
for by station alone. One of longest 
single station hookups on record. 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Frank Alberti, mgr. of Granada. 

Harris Harris from poster to 
cafe biz. 

Gene Eubanks now in KFRC’s 
prod. dept. 

Will Rogers, Jr., 
Stanford. 

Will King’s enlarged cafe opened 
with a flash. 

Rube Wolf’s new auto a colorful 
orange—and how. 

Now that football is on, jolly 
times for Al Graf. 

Lloyd Yoder off to the north for 
more football refereeing. 

Harry Johansen, RKO publicity 
ass’t., out. No successor. 

Wally Landis wearied of his gray 
locks—had 'em dyed black. 

George Bole, Orph msgr., weds 
Oct. 17. Margaret Sly, cashier, the 
bride. 

With four Wednesday openings 
last week, critics going batty from 
sitting in exchange projection 


Seattle 


Florenz Zeigfeld in town. il 
Joe Cooper is a daddy. It's 4 girl. 
Carl Winge to L. A. after calling 
on musicals here. ns 
Seattle repertory playhouse ope 
middle this month. U 
Lawrence Tibbets soon at the 
of Wash. in concert. 
Johnny Robinson and Varad 
Vagabonds at the Olympic hote _ 
Lawrence D. Wicklund rege oe 
Marqueen Apartments besides oll- 
sistant managing of the Metrop' 
tan. 


enrolled at 





Howard Hull Gibson, Chany 
Yule, Warren Parker an R= 
Lowry new stock players jon 
Moo tre. 

‘Tex pa band at Washingt 
Athletic club where gal students“) 
sponsoring the supper dance ost 
fixed charge $1.50 per plate 


couvert with no tips. 
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Percentage on Names Rust Biff Crooners 
New use for radio mikes has 
been found by a Broadway 
(Based on 200 Answers) F « 
to abbreviations: K (known), NK (not known), WI (wrongly ponnemnonge bwedinn mgm nade 
Key identified), Pct. (percentage) eeares ounter, w the 
countermen when _ ordering 
K NK wi Pct. from the kitchen speaking in 
Babee BOrryMere ceccrecsesccsecccs 200 ** °° er a low voice into the mikes. 
Crawford coe eee reese eesesesse 200 ee ee * Loud speaker in the kitchen 
Joan 198 2 990 $ 
SEOs SReseesreosovcesss “** 498 2 = aan}! rings the orders to the chet’s 
Lupe 7. sik ngage illedestie edhe decd eS 196 4 = 980 | attention with plenty of noise, 
illie OVO esert eoveveeeereree + . ee | ile mT ors : ASSES 
est Chatterton .seeeeeeeereserees 196 ; ee = os Bayern eo in the front 
Marlene Deitrich ..+++++++++++s coce bs 4 oe ‘80 ||. re not dis ed. 
William Powell .ccccccccccccccccce bs 3 A ‘970 | 
Buddy Rogers ceossecscsssceeseses oa 4 _ 960 
Atwater Kent «+++. mee onnee?s *t** 499 8 Fm 960| Best Known Names 
ina Claire ...--++-++++s nee ae hua a ben : ine oa 
Ringling Bros. ..-+++e+ererereers °° oe r4 "> 960 eee 
Ann Harding ..--++- be casenereeee zie 190 10 950 (Continued from page 1) 
William S. Part .ccsssecesees ecaeama é 950 
Bobby Jones ...-++eeeeeeeres rr Bo . > ‘950 | track bookmakers, chorus girls, 
Benito Mussolint ..---+eee scene . 6 6 940 clerks, school teachers, acrobats, 
Lingle (local) ..--++- eocecce on} and a couple of gangsters. n all 
Jake Lingle (local) be 14 2 920 I I 
Anton J. Cermak (local) ....-. pease be 12 4 "920 200 answers were received and tabu- 
Andy Gump ERIEBORD 9+ 20900980 +s 182 18 910] lated. Presumably the established 
Legs Diamond ..-++-+sceseeres 82 18 ihe 910/ ratios would be maintained else- 
See Wareee, sossccesseress ne +22 16 "4 900 | where although in the rural com- 
Texas Guinan ..-eeereees aeaekeers : 900 a: an beg ig ag 
Ethel Barrymore ...--eeeecereeeces 180 ec 6 880 | munities it would probably show a 
DER <ieu tsa stan eeaees 176 18 . |marked diminishment in familiar- 
Roscoe Arbuc Lh 20 ° 980 | ' 
Aimee MacPherson ..--eeeesencees 176 ~3 ; 279 | ity of many of the names 
PED. TUATIOW vs o's ogesserecssosonas pi 24 4 860 | Quiz included 32 screen names of 
Lawrence Tibbett ....-seeeecserees ha 25 2 860} which 17 showed up in the first 40 
Richard BYPE awscsccsccccoccaciccres +s 26 2 860 | best knowns Of the leading nine 
Clark Gable ....cccereeeeereeeeeers 7 on 4 8 pat ll a ae Raney Apr ge Rags, 
Benny Leonard ....seeeeereeserers 170 2 $50 names all were screen star: ccept 
Bunn TAShiMiah.occcecccvccccctoce 170 28 . Al Capone. Everyone of the 200 
Lilyan Tashman ... 28 4 840 , ye 
Gandhi .......- cece eee eeeeenteerane be on 8 "920 | 2nSwers correctly identified John 
Tex Rickard ...cceccecevecseseeeres 9 m4 D) Barrymore and Joan Crawford who 
Ted Lewis ...---secereereresscnces 164 . be ro scored the astounding perfection of 
Albert Einstein ......seeeeeeeeeees +4 OB 5 "920 | .1000. 
a call Mee. .scscctecncoass 36 . $20| Indicative of the influence of the 
Duke Ellington Fe. ee ee ee 164 28 8 or screen was John Barrymore's .1000 
Walter Chrysier ppd de dee 666868904 162 38 40 “200 against his sister, Ethel Barry- 
Mae West ....--.ceeececscceceers ; be + 6 "300 | more’s .900 which means that 20 of 
William T. Tilden ....sseeereeserrs ; "799 | the 200 who knew the screen star 
Peggy Hopkins Joyce ....+--+ereres 158 = be .790 | did not know who his legit actress 
Wallace Reid .......-eeeeceeeeeeees 158 rr ° "7e5 | sinter: was. 
Harvey Firestone ....-sseeeeereres 156 38 6 "780 © Fieake 
Clarence Darrow ....-eereeeeeesees be 38 18 770 ea 
Bernard Shaw 60eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeace 15 26 20 770 Another lesson in what screen 
Sinclair Lewis ......-eeseeeceeeees 154 36 10 .770 | exploitation means was Marlene 
Florence balers 184 36 10 770 | Deitrich’s .980, which average was 
ree Serene 9.0 seseseeseses? 154 14 32 770! also registered by Billie Dove. Miss 
ose | oe ena A on babe . ; : i i : ; ; 152 40 8 760 | Deitrich has appeared only in three 
se ” Marie ki EARS eh PE 152 = a fo or four films on this side and Miss 
Mayo Bros. .......------:++eeeeeeees 150 6 740 Dove has been off the screen over 
Julius Rosenwald (local) ..-...++e- Le - 6 "730 a year. gy gio a moners who 
Ted Weems erceccecesreeseee ee eeeseere 730 scored . 70 n eing we nown 
Wiel Kirklarid *....ccccccscccnses 146 = a Tan! Mien Kleve. was. theught- te be 
Olsen and Johnson .....- Gere r ey fF 144 + 40 "720 | somewhat on the decline. 
Sir Thomas Lipton ....+++++++++es eer 34 22 .720 Ina Claire, from legit, with only 
Mike and Herman .....- are ee woe 54 710 bag : — ice 
Jesse Lasky 142 46 12 790 two pictures released also surprised 
rk ae ea Stews ed 4 > rith .960. Many identified her 
rere oe ees 142 54 wi 
* see Sa Cohan Se ae. eines til ere 133 Po ba ro through John Gilbert. Latter’s 
Andrew Mellon ........ccccccccces 136 : name was not included in quiz, but 
Clark & McCullough ....+++++> ’ 134 3 4 yt he seems to influence other people's 
Terry Druggan ....... APA Te, 134 ~ 46 "670 | reputations. 
> vonaig Pah ah ee eeee - oe = 5G 12 660 Radio scored poorly in toto but it 
ween Orr Acar se eee SOAS TE 2 64 6 650} was interesting to note how well 
oxy Bede tare Yep Sage br 64 6 650} known were Albert Einstein, the 
ol yg kl oy ae eR LOM ee 126 64 10 -630 | scientist; Walter Chrysler, the 
yt kneel Wess) ies ig * 122 74 4 620 | .utomobilist; Harvey Firestone, the 
ene M. Landis.......cssereee i : ‘ ’ 
Ed. Wynn isle Woe oe wre .c-o8 oe 72 by rr tire manufacturer, and Mayo Broth- 
CEOS. BERIGBONE * . a. 0 0 m0 010.003.0900 488 ° 116 ee 24 580 ers, the surgeons, 
Underwood & Underwood ..... ecee 116 FG 20 570 Many foreigners, such as Gandhi, 
Arnold Rothstein .......--- coeeees 112 79 4 "570 | Mussolini, Ramsay MacDonald, 
Sam Hardy ....--- phe donk Bie. ** 440 28 ie 560 | were better known than Americans, 
Stalin .........0seee reogeceosenend 10 oa 30 560| like Albert Fall; Charles Evans 
Floyd Gibbons .....-sceceeeeeeees 112 76 12 500 | trustien Arthas Brisbane’ Ge WO: 
Evelyn Nesbitt ...... adh nie 0 Salis a . 16 "560 | |; ~_ #.. 4 ’ 
onuee de la Falaise..... eaceeeees ja H, 8 540 | lam Jennings ni ties 
OU. TOIOMON..6nc side ccvcsecee eeccce bs 7 Directors Inconspicuous 
= as Raskob Ag MESA rere b+ 2 44 % £00 Frank Borzage and Clarence 
—. Onn _— po, 04 2 520 | Brown, ace film directors and com- 
Eugene O'Brien .............sseee- 102 °4 14 oiy|manders of fabulous weekly 
pS aay ey 98 82 a. 480 stipends, were among the very 
William Von Hohenzollern .....-- - 96 = 24 "4709 | lowest so far as public reputation 
Arthur Brisbane .....cccceccees ** 94 76 26 ‘440 is concerned. Possibly proving how 
Charles Evans Hughes .....--++++- 83 408 4 ‘440 | little the main title means, Al- 
H. he Mencken ....ccccccccvcceess 83 82 32 430 though Jesse Lasky upsets that 
Geraldine Farrar .......seeeeeee* . 86 412 10 390 | with .710. 
Albee ae T.ba2 stevessene es } 76 104 20 380} Roxy at .650 and, S. L. Rothafel 
Voleat y ARE nee eee ee sah 102 24 370 | at .270 under his full name was an 
Charles Schwab ......-.ceseeeeee: . 74 18 = 34g | Cxbected variance. Ringling Broth: 
Izaak Walton .......... cesarean 68 02 34 "320 | °rs of circus fame at .960 merely 
Se WN. cc epaceccosasecenes ta 5 ee Ls 10 "310 | proved that 35 years of 24-sheeting 
Doctor Rockwell .....-.++++eee+8 . 62 .o. 2 "310 | has its effect. 
Minnie Maddern Fiske ..... 62800 pA 408 2 300 Queen Marie, of Roumania, a 
Robert Edeson .......-++++++ eres? os 433 6 .290| small country, was much better 
Katherine Cornell .......- coweseveeh : a6 4"0 ° .290| known than Queen Mary of Engc- 
i tae arena ba pe genset — 6 46 a land, a world empire. To test the 
: Seale saga save 69 et ee ae 130 14 . memories, a number of names of 
ge se ay la sy eh 54 142 4 270) acceased celebrities were included. 
. L. Rothafel (Roxy) ....eeeeeeeee coal 25 260 > 
Col. E. M. House .......-- eee i "6 950 | Wallace Reid, dead 10 years, was 
Roger Wolfe Kahn......-- coeeee 50 ene 4 ‘000 | correctly identified by 158 out of 
incent Astor ........+e+e0+ scoee 44 479 10 190 | 200. Tex Rickard was remembered 
Walter S. Gifford .....-+++++0+ eee ~ 159 19 .190 | by 166 and Lillian Russell, predat- 
prank Borzage ....-+++seseeeeres * 99 468 10 .110| ing both, was known to 116. 
incent Bendix ........--ceesceceees - 4 6 .070 F 9 
Oswald Garrison Villard.....+-++++ 14 bi 49 ‘070 Floyd Gibbons’ Rep 
Clarence Brown .....-..-+e+ee0008 14 472 16 070 Floyd Gibbons was the most 
Corey .. Aare 14 122 4 070 widely misnamed. He was identi- 
Devereaux Milburn .......++++++05" 14 _. teen —_—| fied under a variety of heads, most 
je pal om —_——— 





Lamont Act’s Auto 
Smashup—No One Hurt 


Lester Lamont and the 10 people 
in his revue 


act were badly shaken 
UP in an auto accident Wednesday 
night (8) while traveling to 


field, Mass., 


cireen- 
to open. 
Smashup happened 
238th street and 
h Lamont and his 


in New York 
Boston Road 
squad travel- 
The tirst car, con- 
girls, was struck 
opposi y a Car coming from the 

Site direction. The second car, 
fontaining Lamont and rest of act, 
then bumped into the mixup. 


at 
wit 
ing in two cars. 
taining several 
heag on- by 


Canada Just Sells It 


St. John, N. B., Oct. 12. 
Mrs. Flora Allen, 28, who said she 
was a trapeze performer in \ 1ude- 
ville, pleaded not guilty to unlaw- 
fully having liquor in her posses- 
sion, after being arrested by 
policemen in the early morning. 
She swore the bottle found in the 
pocket of her coat was put ther 
Iby a girl companion without her 
knowledge. After being remanded 
to jail for three days she asked 
he taken from jail into court again 
This time she pleaded guilty and 
was fined $100 or one month in jail 
She went to jail, but intimated 
bondsmen might appear. 


tc 





two} 


» | poo! na 


7} 


| of them quite wrong. He was much 
better known as a newspaper writer 
than a radio broadcaster. 
| Of the front page cases, 
| Tingle, Roscoe Arbuckle, 
| Semple MacPherson, Peggy 
{kins Joyce and Peaches Browning 
| we re best known. Peggy 
Peaches were confused to some ex- 
| One person, at least, thought 
| they were one and the same woman 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


Jake 


tent. 


How the years have dimmed the 
All Highest is 


ex-kaiser’s rating of .480, a 


renown of the visible 
the 
tional memory in view of 
wartime exploitation 
| Creelman gave the impcrial 
| Five persons thought Mr. 

Hohenzollern was president of Ger- 


jmany! 


| ihe 
kid. 


von 





Who They Thought They Were " 





(Below are compiled some of the 
odd, significant or amusing confu- 
sions of reputation obtained by ‘Va- 
riety’s quiz.) 
Ethel Barrymore 
Society woman 
Ted Lewis 
Sportsman 
Andrew Mellon 
Secretary of State 
Secretary of War 
Congressman (2) 
senator 
Minister to Englan@ 
Robert Edeson 
Inven 
Editor of ‘Nation 


Aimee Semple MacPherson 


tor (9) 
” 


Carnival ballyhooer 

Some Scotchms in 

Aviatrix 

‘The Lord’s Girl Friend’ 
Will Hays 

Actor (3) 


Radio announcer (3) 
Comedian 
Jed Harris 
Actor 
Sinclair Lewis 
Radio broadcaster 
Orchestra le 
Financier 
Oil magnate (3) 
Film director 
Senator 
Vincent Astor 
Actor (5) 
Fur dealer 
Author 
Member of Parliament 
Clarence Brown 
Actor (2) 
Lawyer 
Used to work at Camp Netge- 
daiget 
Ina Claire 
Wild west pictures 
John Gilbert's girl (4) 
Albert Einstein 
Violinist 
Englishman 
Film director 
Eugene O’Brien 
Writer (4) 
Poet 
Crooked smile (5) 
Playwright 
Mayo Brothers 
Circus performers 
Circus owners (2) 
Gangsters 
Comedians 
Jane Addams 
Actress (6) 
Author (7) 
Bernard Shaw 
English statesman 
Health advocate 
Actor (3) 
Yehudi Menuhin 
Indian prince 
Oldest man in world 
Rabbi (4) 
Clairvoyant 
Jewish actor 
John J. Raskob 
Senator (3) 
British financier 
Russian communist 
Nick Lucas 
Gangster (2) 
Bobby Jones 
Tennis piayer (3) 
Roger Wolfe Kahn 
General, U. S. Army 


ader 


Westbrook Pegler 
President, big chain 
William von Hohenzollern 
Aviator (3) 
President of Germany (5) 
German manufacturer 
Ed Wynn 
Horoscope writer (4) 
Underwood & Underwood 
Typewriter (41) 
Accountants 
Insurance (2) 
Chase & Sanborn 
Actors 
Comedians (2) 
H. L. Mencken 
journalist (4) 


Sarcastic j0 
A nut (5) 
A bum 
A philosopher 

Benny Leonard 
Football player 

Jesse Lasky 


Judge 

Author 

Radio executive 
Musician 


Charles Evans Hughes 
Guy with Van Dyke (2) 
Senator 
Detective 

Floyd Gibbons 
Actor (4) 

Aviator (2) 

Fight promoter (3) 

Man who was buried alive 
Englishman 

Explorer 

Film director 

Charles M. Schwab 
Producer (3) 

Actor 
City official 
Judge 
Author 

Duke Ellington 
Englishman (3) 

Arthur Brisbane 
English statesman (6) 
Planter 
Senator 
Actor 
Sports writer 
Politician 
Orchestra leader 
Hearst philosopher 

Corey Ford 
Henry Ford (3) 
Actor (2) 

Stage star 
Owner Ford’s theatre, Washing- 
ton 

Samuel Goldwyn 
M-G-M (6) 

Actor 
Writer 

Anton J. Cermak 
Film director 

Buddy Rogers 
Golfer 

Frank Borzage 
Actor (3) 

Author 
U. S. Attorney 
Gangster 

Theda Bara 
Show girl 
French actress 
Vamp 

Albert Fall 
Postmaster-General 
Oil magnate (3) 





Actor 
Secretary of State 
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On the Stage 


EDDIE DOWLING 
GINGER ROGERS 
RAY DOOLEY 
3 SAILORS 
Albertina RASCH Girls—Co. of 50 


on th© MURDER AT MIDNIGHT 


VARIETY—Times Sq. 
CAD ARONS DEOMCWREEROASED 


FRED & ADELE FRANK 
MORGAN 





ASTAIR 
HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
tN 


The BAND WAGON 


HE PERFECT REVU 


E 
New Amsterdam, W.42 St. Mts. Wed.,Sat. 


WM. HAINES 


IN PERSON 

and on the sereen in “NEW 

ADVENTURES OF GET-RICH- 
QLICK WALLINGFORD” 

with Jimmy Durante 

Stage—Milton Berle—Bunchuk 
APITOL "ii." 
5ist St. 

FRIDAY—Greta Garbo in “Susan Lenox” 


Evs.8.30. 





Orn St. & Ith Ave, 
O x The World's Theatre 
| SMART WOMAN 
with 


Mary Astor—Robert Ames 








fiiward Everett Horton—John THalliday—Noed 
; oi Speciall.._Foetball Thrills. . . 
| On the Stage—‘The Birthday of the Inafanta,’ 
' ette Singing Ensemble— Ballet—Orchestra, 
| Iuginning Friday —‘Heartache,’ with Charles Farf- 
rel) and Madge Evans, 
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_ This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








East 


Louella Parsons in town because 
hubby, Dr. H. W. Martin, had to 
come on to receive a degree from 
the College of Surgeons. 








Rosalie Stewart delaying produc- 
tion of ‘Portrait of a Lady’ until 
around Xmas, 





Mrs. Enrico Caruco ordered to 
appear in Supreme court Friday 
(16), to submit to preliminary exam 
by Dorothy Russell Calvit regard- 
ing a ring latter alleges her step- 
father gave Mrs. Caruso illegally. 
Preliminary to suit. 





Leading players in ‘The Good 
Companions,’ to stage an invitation 
concert party at 44th St., Sunday 
(25), to show what a pierrot show 


is like. 





Winecof€ suit against Erlanger 
estate for theatre rental now set 
for today (Tues.). 





Louis Armstrong, Negro band 
leader, through his attorney, is ask- 
ing U. S. District Court here for 
an injunction restraining Thomas 
G. Rockwell, booking agent, and 
Conrad and Geo. Immermann, own- 
ers of Connie's Inn, from interfer- 
ing with Armstrong, now playing at 
the Show Boat nite club in Chi. 

Attorney recites that since Arm- 
strong had a dispute with the agent 
last April, he has been repeatedly 
threatened and intimidated by 
gangsters, and recently was thrust 
into a phone booth at the Show 
goat with his manager, and ordered 
to give up $6,000, while a man 
sought to burn his moustache with 
a cigar. Trouble arose over refusal 
of Armstrong to fulfil an alleged 
contract to play at Connie’s Inn. 

Application for injunction also 
names Jos. Weber and Edward 
Canavan, national and local mu- 
sician’s union heads. 





Last season Judith Anderson, 
Chas. Dalton and Chas. Trowbridge, 
then playing in ‘As You Desire Me’ 
in Philadelphia, asked for bank 
drafts, as they were headed for 
Chicago and feared a holdup. The 
manager of the Walnut St. theatre 
obtained drafts from the Bankers 
Trust Co. and handed these in lieu 
of salary. The following day the 
bank was closed. 

The players sought the money 
from the Shuberts, but an arbitra- 
tion committee of Equity found 
against the plea as payment had 
been made by draft at their re- 
quest. Equity told the Pa. bank- 
ing department that since the 
money had been deposited after the 
close of banking hours, it was not 
properly a part of the funds tied 
up in insolvency. Last week Emily 
Holt was advised that her argu- 
ment had been found valid, and 
that payment would be made in full 
to the three players, 





Equity asking Theatre League to 
arrange openings on a_ schedule 
that will not crowd all openers into 
a single night. Claims players 
suffer at hands of second string 
critics. 





Suit of Vim Radio against Alex 
Carr for sequestering mortgaged 
property, out of court. Plaintiff and 
defendant never were in court at 
the same time and Magistrate Ford, 
of West Side court, grew tired. 
Dismissed the case, 





Irene Eisinger, German film and 
operatic star, will tour the U. S. 
in concerts, starting next month, 





Toscanini wires Philharmonic to 
deny rumors of illness. States he 
will arrive Oct. 22, as contracted. 





John Logie Baird, English tele- 
vision expert, to arrive here Thurs- 
day (15). 





Nikita Balieff, of ‘Chauve Souris,’ 
arrived Wednesday (7) and pre- 
sented his manager, Morris Gest, 
with bread and salt in ancient 
Russian fashion. 





Mary Garden arrived Oct. §, car- 
rying the torch because a fat 
woman aboard had been posing as 
the diva and signing autographs. 
Mary’s hair is a bright golden in- 
stead of the red gold she went away 
with. 





Ethelind Terry decides against 
Reno and will take chances on a 
Mexican mail-order decree. Can- 
not afford the time required in 
Reno. ; 





Roland Rogers, film man, of Cold 
Spring Harbor, wins a point in his 
marital warfare. Supreme Court 


is ready for the Chicago run. 


resigned from the Theatre League 
censor movement Sept. 18. 


avenue, 
shook the building and drove audi- 
ence of 400 to the street to escape 


suit on 
attorneys, 


motion of Mrs. Rogers’ 





George Arliss back from England. 


Will go to L. A. for two pictures. 
Complains he cannot find a suit- 
able script for his return to the 


stage. 

Reported that Amos and Andy are 
to be given a vacation to test their 
current draw. If they are missed, 
they come back from _ vacation; 
otherwise they keep on. 





‘Traviata’ picked to open Met. 
opera season Nov. 2, with Rosa 
Ponselle as Violetta, 





Mrs. Elizabeth Snyder is suing 
her husband, William, for divorce, 
asserting that she found him with 
Clara Rafalo, Yiddish actress, tak- 


ing ‘a shower bath together in a] Jamaica. Believed to be due to labo 
hotel room. He counters with the] troubles, Fireman on duty checked 
charge that he found her partly] panic. 


disrobed in a Philadelphia hotel 
with William Levy. She claims she 
was tricked by her own detective in- 
to going to Levy’s room to obtain 
some information about the actress. 
Left alone with him, he forced her 
at the point of a gun to disrobe, 
when her husband broke in. Then 
she was allowed to dress and came 
back to New York on a milk truck, 
being without funds, 





John C. Bronell, author of ‘The 
Nut Farm,” has completed a new 
drama, ‘The Widow's Might.’ New 
England locale. 





Because of the fatigue following 
rehearsal, Mrs. Fiske has been or- 
dered to take a rest before opening 
in ‘Against the Wind.’ Henrietta 
Crossman will take the role next 
week and continue until Mrs. Fiske 


Announced the Dramatists’ Guild 





Blast in the theatre at 1274 Myrtle 
Brooklyn, Monday (5) 


acrid fumes, evidently caused by 
some acid which seared the rear 
of the roof and burned some of the 
patrons, one badly. 

Charles Cornell, employee, checked 
a panic but collapsed from strain 
when he reached the street. Ex- 
plosion had no connection with the 
projection room. No labor troubles. 
Bomb thrown by a young man who 
escaped, 





Announced that the suit of Mary 
Louise Spas against Daddy Brown- 
ing has been withdrawn. 





Tex Guinan sits as magistrate in 
Phila police court and springs 16 
souses. Wisecracked it was the first 
time in her life she ever entered a 
police court sure of an exit. Elec- 
tioneering stunt for local man, 





Mrs. Von Sternberg's suit against 
Marlene Dietrich called on the cal- 
endar last week, with trial indi- 
cated in about 18 months, due to 
court congestion. 





Episcopal Actors Guild started its 
season Oct. 9 in the Guild Hall of 
the Little Church Around the Cor- 
ner. Marionette show entertain- 
ment, 





M. P. Machine Operators’ Union, 
Local 306, in a jam again. Max 
Linder and Jas. Avza, members, are 
being sought for an assault on 
Nathaniel Doragoff, member, and 
also an attorney, for criticizing Sam 
Kaplan, pres. Five members, re- 
instated by the courts, had been 
escorted to the meeting by six de- 
tectives. Someone made the mo- 
tion to eject the five. They took the 
hint and left. Then someone ac- 
cused Doragoff of being in sym- 
pathy with the exiles and crashed 
a chair on his skull, getting away, 
despite the detectives. Doragoff will 
complain to the commissioner, 





Jane and Katherine Lee are out 
of Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade.’ 





Picture of Betty White, stage 
dancer, was used in ‘Graphic’ in 
connection with Coll murder case. 
‘Graphic’ apologized and reprinted 
her picture with a proper caption. 





Edward F. Gardner has accepted 
for immediate production 
Shall Be Born,” by H. A. Archibald. 
Play has British Columbia locale. 
Dan Millally will stage it. 





juring him. 
Park Av.and Tith street. 
crossing against the lights. 





courts again. 


decision giving het $100,000 for an 
alleged scalding in a shower bath 


seriously, when a smoke bomb was 
exploded 


‘Two 


Fred Astaire bumped a pedestrian 
with his car Thursday, seriously in- 
Accident occurred at 
Man was 


Hilda Furke and Desire Defrere 
intended getting married Thursday 


offered a license on condition they 
wait three days, as required by the 
Jersey laws, and that didn’t suit 
either, Both are with the Chi opera 
co, 





Theodore J. Hammerstein, who 
staged Broun’s ‘Shoot the Works,’ 
got a ticket Thursday for parking 
in barred territory. When he re- 
fused to accept the summons, the 
cop gathered him in. He wanted to 
go to the police station in a taxi, 
but refused to pay his captor’s fare, 
so they compromised and rode in 
the patrol wagon. In the Night 
court he accepted the’ summons, 
which is returnable today, (Tues). 
Will delay his intended trip to 
Havana to stage a show there. 





That Juanita Hansen case in the 
This time on appeal 
from Westchester Supreme court’s 


in a N. Y. hotel. Case has been 
pending for a couple of years. 





Five persons were injured; one 


in the Carlton theatre, 


arion Roberts, show girl who 
was with Legs Diamond when he 
was shot in a N. Y| hotel and who 
has been wanted by the police for 
questioning, surrendered to the Al- 
bany police and was released in 
$25,000 bail. At one time it was re- 
ported that the girl had been killed 
to prevent her disclosures. 


Elmer Harris play for Shuberts 
to be known as ‘No Scandal.’ 


Paul Ash and orch engaged for 
‘Little Racketeer,’ musical starring 
Queenie Smith. 





Florence Easton, former Met. op. 
soprano, operated on at St. Vin- 
cent’s hospital Thursday. Recovery 
will necessitate cancelling of early 
concert dates. 





Consuelo Flowerton Fock, in the 
courts with her husband, Dirk Fock, 
orchestra leader, over the custody 
of their child, will reopen the case 
at the Nov. term of the Supreme 
Court in an effort to void the Holi- 
land divorce granted Fock. She will 
seek to upset the decree of another 
country on the plea that it was 
gained through fraud, being assured 
by her husband's counsel that they 
and Fock were convinced of her in- 
nocence and that all would be well 
if she let the decree issue. She 
was urged to acquiesce, she says, by 
Editha Simmonds, whom she re- 
garded as her best friend, but who 
later married the leader. 

Mrs. Fock is rehearsing with ‘The 
Sex Fable.’ 





First of Actors’ Fund matinees to 
be Oct. 22, at ‘Grand Hotel.’ Mati- 
nee Club, which is adjunct to fund, 
given benefit performances at vari- 
ous plays. Handicapped this sea- 
son by the fact tha4 no show is 
patronized until it has run 20 weeks. 





Nina Zeslie Webster asking for a 
separation from George Walton 
Webster, Jr., of Boston, who is suing 
her for divorce in Reno. Says she 
asks only separation as he is ‘too 
mean to be put back in circulation.’ 
Was a former show girl when she 
hitched to Webster and complains 
that he spent most of his time 
either in jail for intoxication or with 
questionable women in questionable 
places. 





Vivian Crosby and Shirley Ward, 
two novice playwrights, bewailing 
loss of their first play script. Sent 
it to be copied and messenger boy 
lost it on the subway. They say a 
manager had promised production, 
which makes it all the harder. Keep 
your eye peeled for ‘Man of Magic.’ 
That's its title. 





Bootleg boxing newest gag. Bouts 
arranged without reference to state 
commission and held behind barred 
doors. Irving Katz, who runs a 
poolroom at 844 Utica a--e., Brook- 
lyn, in the toils. Raided a second 
time last Thursday. Several other 
places raided same time, but evi- 
dently tipped off. 





Mme. Schumann-Heink to sing 
Katisha in Shubert revival of ‘Mi- 
kado.’ Says she is the youngest in 
the troupe. 





John E. Williamson, who invented 
the 


with a book he wrote partly under- 
water. 





ton. 


the theme. 





Daniel Frohman, prexy of Actors 








refuses to dismiss his separation 


as soon as the groom arrived on the 


diving chamber for underseas 
photography, back from the tropics 


reeds reporters stories of 


cannibal sharks and makes great 
copy. Good for the book, when 
printed. 


Aimee Semple McPherson passes 
through N. Y. on her way to Bos- 
She refers to the love for her 
new hubby as an act of God. _No 
conferences with Helen Hayes on 


letter from a Fred N. Tracy, en- 
closing two $3 tickets for a bene- 
fit at the Wurlitzer auditorium for 
the Music Temple of the World. 
Money was to be sent to Maj. Ward, 
but investigators were unable to 
find either her or Tracy and Wur- 
litzer’s reported the auditorium not 
for the date mentioned. 
Welfare department issued a stop 
erder. 





Cliff Friend to sue Geo. White for 
music of 1929 ‘Scandals.’ Asking 
$66,000 for that and ‘Flying High.’ 
Claims he was contracted and 
White welched. 





Harry Langdon, erst film comic, 
advertised that he was no longer 
responsible for his wife’s debts. Mrs. 
Langdon, in New York, explained to 
inquiring reporters that the action 
was due to the fact that some one 
was using her charge accounts at 
the stores. Seeing that she would 
not take a hint, Langdon instructed 
his attorneys to enter suit for sep- 
aration. Charges nagging and ex- 
travagance. Blamed the nagging 
for the fact that he is out of pics. 





Scrappy Lambert grass widowing 
because the Mrs. walked on him. 
Headed for Reno by plane Friday 
(9), prepared to tell the judge that 
Scrappy lives up to his nickname. 
Dislikes being used for a punching 
bag, she says. 





Shuberts and S. Z. Poli suing 
U. S. for $268,000, damages sus- 
tained by comdemnation of Poli's 
theatre, Washington. 





Editha Fleischer, of Met. Op., 
missed her concert date at Worces- 
ter Music Festival. Took an over- 
dose of sleeping tablets and they 
worked too well. 





Walter Damrosch hates people 
who turn on the radio and then play 
bridge. 





Catholic Guild circularizing its 
members in behalf of cleaner stage. 
‘Figures mgrs will pay attention to 
3,000 possible ticket sales, so will 
advise as to productions to be pat- 
ronized. 





Lily Pons back from South Amer- 
ica opera tour. Contracted grippe 
in Buenos Aires and had to go to 
Rio, where local doc put her on a 
diet of 14 meals a day. Starts her 
concert tour in Ottawa Oct. 22. Will 
rejoin Met. Op. in Jan, 





Mrs. Evelyn Boell, show girl who 
sought to shake down estate of 
Joseph Moran for $250,000, offering 
a child, which proved to have been 
adopted, was sentenced for two to 
four years in Auburn for perjury in 
Queens court last week. 





Mrs. Ide BE. Wood, 93, for some 
years guest at the Herald Square 
hotel, was made subject of court 
proceedings some time ago when 
steps were taken to appoint a con- 
servator of her income. A consid- 
erable sum of money was found in 
her apartment at that time. Last 
week further legal steps permitted 
a search and nearly $900,000, much 
of it in greenbacks of high denomi- 
nations, were found in her room. 
She wore 50 $10,000 bills in a belt. 
Lot of money for along B’way these 
days. 





John Golden and Owen Davis are 
in Hot Springs, Va. 





Although James Arthur James, 
vaude actor, denies that he ever 
was married to Dorothy Thieffault, 
he will pay alimony on her suit for 
separation until she has opportuni- 
ty to hunt up her marriage certifi- 





cate. Will part with $20 a week 
until. 
Mary A. Franchini, dancer, 


charged Rosalie Rodriguez with as- 
sault in the West Side Court; 
alleging that the latter punched and 
kicked her. Miss Rodriguez denied 
that she had kicked her sister and 
Mrs. Franchini denied that she was 
her sister. Justice Ford taking 
time out to figure it over. Trial 
tomorrow (Wed.). 





Frank Craven has completed a 
play he will co-produce with John 
Golden. 





Nan Bagby Stephens’ ‘Barbed 
Wire’ now to be known as ‘Bush 
Patrol.’ 





Club Little and Melody Bandbox 
lose their licenses. First action by 
police under the new law giving that 
department control over cabarets. 
Objection stated was permitted 
women employees to mingle with 
guests, 





- Charlies B. Cochran, British pro- 
ducer, considering bringing Evelyn 
Laye to N. Y. instead of London. 








Fund, peeved at Maj. Edith Ward 


‘Precedent’ co, trouping New Eng- 


—————= 
Paris. But a license was refused in| again. Last spring he plugged a 
eye N. Y. as there was no evidence to| couple of open air performances she Coast 
show that Mrs. Burke had served} was about to promote for the bene- 
ews rom é es papers on her husband in her Chi-] fit of a supposed stage charity. The aad 
cago divorce. In Newark they werej other day Dorothy Gish sent him a Jack Carter, Hollywood studle 


property man, was held 
bandits who robbed him of 
slugged him. Required 
treatment, 


up by 
$1 ana 
hospital 





Goldie Flynn, stage and screen ace 
tress, was injured last week in a 
Santa Monica traffic accident iy 
which her step-father was killed. 
Her mother and aunt were also ine 
jured, 


—_—_——,.. 


Walter T. Mead, scenarist, filea an 
amended complaint in his $1,100,009 
damage suit against Paramount. 
Publix Corp. Mead charges that the 
plot of his scenario; ‘As Ye Sow’ 
was stolen by the- defendants to 
make ‘Sins of the Fathers.’ 





Barbara Stanwyck received 
sprained ankles and bruises when 
she was thrown from a horse dur- 
ing filming of Columbia's ‘Forbid. 
den,’ near Laguna Beach. 





Widows of some of the 10 men 
who were killed when two airplanes 
plunged in the ocean off Palos 
Verdes, California, during filming 
of a picture in Jan., 1930, were 
ready last week to testify at the 
trial of eight damage suits brought 
by heirs of the victims. Suits aggre- 
gate $775,000, defendants being 
James Grainger, Inc., and the Tan- 
ner Air Livery, which rented the 
planes to Fox studios. 

Among those killed was Kenneth 
Hawks, director. 





Lloyd Hamilton, comedian, is sue 
ing C. W. Shafer for $52,300 dame 
ages for injuries received when 
Shafer’s car struck the actor re- 
cently. Hamilton's leg was broken 
in three places, 





George Bancroft is being sued for 
$10,000 commission by Frank and 
Dunlop, agents. Sancroft states he 
got the work without aid of the 
agents. 





Joan Bennett, just out of the 
hospital with a broken hip, is con- 
fined to her home in Hollywood 
with a slight attack of the flu. 





Richard K. Bennett, non-pro, last 
week was found guilty by an L. A, 
coroner's jury of negligence in the 
death of I. A. Russell, step-father of 
‘Goldie’ Flynn, film actress, in a 
traffic accident. Miss Flynn, her 
mother and her aunt are in the 
Santa Monica hospital with injuries 
received in the crash, 





Dorothy Burgess, actress, reported 
to police that diamonds and sap- 
phires valued at $10,000 had been 
stolen from her Malibu cottage. 
First time in a long time. 


Joseph G. Winterhalt, Hollywood 
barber, filed suit against Hector J. 
Chiariglione, electrician, for $200,000 
damages. Chiariglione then filed @ 
cross-complaint for $100,000 dame 
ages. Both charge the other stole 
the affections of Grace Larue, fore 
mer film actress, to whom each has 
been married. 





Mary Philbin, former film actress, 
is suing Mrs. Joseph Laemmle, sis 
ter-in-law of Carl Laemmle, for 
$375 she asserts she lent Mrs. 
Laemmle nearly four years 2480 
Miss Philbin says she and Mrs. 
Laemmle were close friends but are 
not on speaking terms now. 





Olive Clark Day, former film ace 
tress, was given a preliminary hear- 
ing last week in L. A. on charges of 
contributing to the delinquency © 
a minor. She was held for tr 
date of which was not set. 





Although near death in Los An- 
geles after a suicide attempt, Joseph 
Connors, vaude actor, is chars 
with the murder of Dr. P. Martin 
Keller, sanitarium head. Connors 
shot the doctor an instant before 
firing a bullet into his own body. 
Mrs. Ann Leonard, endurance 
swimmer, is being held in Oakia® 
Cal., for questioning in an attempt Z 
holdup of the Rialto theatre ther 
She was traced through the licens® 
number of her automobile. 





Mrs. Sibyl Hitt Leonard was 
granted a divorce from Hubert i 
(Dutch) Leonard, former base of 
pro, in Fresno, Cal., on grounds : 
indifference. She is the form 
Muriel Worth, vaude actress. 

Patricia Caron, film actress, = 
awarded a divorce in L. A. last = 
from William J. Begg, actor, erent 
ing she lost seven parts in picts 
during their two months of marr rs 
life because she was afraid to lea 
him alone when he was ‘tight. 








James Dunn stated, in answer © 
rumors about him and Molly oN 
that he would have to wait until ne 
had a larger bank account beete 
and Miss O’Day could consider m 


riage. 





Divorce trial of Eleanor Hunt, ac 
tress, against Rex Lease, acted, this 
postponed by L. A. courts unti 
week because of the illness of tor 
Lease, who is charging the @ 





land, abandoned tour, 


(Continued on page 60) 
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Hollywood Opens Theatre 


By Grace Green 





Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Warners’ new Western theatre is 
is a bit gaudy but beautiful and ex- 
cellently located at Wilshire and 
western, A beflowered and be- 
lighted Bridge of Stars, spanning 
Wilshire Boulevard, was the main 
innovation and the center of at- 


traction, especially when those 
. : 

prilliantly gowned and jeweled 
ecreen celebs crossed to enter the 


house. E 
Affair brought out a smart gath- 


ering with more ‘tails’ in evidence 
than in a long time. The gay young 
men of Hollywood are all becoming 
most formal and most of them look 
handsome. 

The hum and buzz when Mr. and 
Mrs. Clark Gable entered was quite 
deafening. How the gals twisted 
and turned. Mrs. Gable was in 
plack velvet with white fox on 
the wrap. Marilyn Miller was 
another who attracted considerable 


attention on Don Alvarado’s arm. 
She, too, was exquisitly groomed 
in beige lace for her gown and a 


short cream ermine cape with sables 
carelessly thrown ’round the neck. 
Premiere Fashions 

Irene Rich escorted 
equally charming mother. Miss 
Rich was sedately clothed in a 
pale maize satin ensemble. Loretta 
Young wore a dashing creation of 
black velvet with puffed sleeves of 
ermine. Rene Adoree, evidently 
fully recovered from her recent ill- 
ness and looking particularly well, 
wore black taffeta with an ermine 
wrap. Louise Fazenda was _ be- 
comingly outfitted in magenta chif- 
fon and velvet. 

After the opening there were big 
parties staged by Jack Warner at 
the Embassy Club and Darryl Zan- 
uck at the Cocoanut Grove. The 
Warner party was attended by all 
the studio executives and others in- 
eluding William Powell! and Carole 
Lombard, Bess Meredyth and Mike 
Curtiz, Louise Fazenda and Hal 
Wallis, Loretta Young, Ricardo 
Cortez, Mervyn LeRoy, Joan Craw- 
ford and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
Harry Rapf, Mike Levee, Herman 
Politz, Rufus LeMaire, all with their 
wives. 


Lovely her 


RKO’s 8 Acts 

Return of the eight act policy 
to the RKO theatre helped busi- 
ness tremendously. Bill was ex- 
ceptionally entertaining, and the 
women throughout knew how to 
dress. 

Naomi Morton (Morton and Chic 
Chandler) wore a simple maize 
sports’ dress for her rough and 
tumble sort of dancing. Her mother, 
also in the act, covered her ultra 
black chiffon and lace pajamas with 
a gorgeous negligee of chartruese 
crepe with modernistic inserts of 
Navy blue and gray. 

Eva Olivotti, with her superb 
voice, is a great radio favorite 
‘round these parts. Her white 
gown was very appropriate for this 


brunette. The orange ostrich fan 
was a necessary bit of. color. 
Gossip 
Dolores Del Rio glimpsed in a 
cunning maize and navy sports 
outfit, 


Lupe Velez is a grand story teller, 
and what stories. 

Julie Hornblow’s imitation of a 
chorus girl is very funny. 

Mrs. Richard Barthelmess looked 
charming at Malibu in maize jersey 
Pajamas with a tiny matching mess 
jacket with brass buttons. Their 
home is the last word in beauty. 

Adolfe Menjou gets up at 6 a. m. 
to be in Laguna on location on 
time, Barbara Stanwyck leaves 
Malibu at 4 a. m. to get there in 
time, 

Jean Sutherland showing an Eng- 
lishman here for the first 
time) our American hospitality. He 
thinks American men are far too 
Considerate of American women. 

Arihur Hornblow and Barney 
Glazer having an exciting game of 
Salvo. Salvo is new and sweeping 
this area. 

Jack (Gilbert 
this wes k. 


(over 


leaves for Europe 


The Lowdown 
Dominoes have a new 
Swanky club] North 
fent Heights. Gleason 
(Lucille 

Rosene 





The and 


Use on Cres- 
Mrs. James 
Webster) is president. 

Arbuckle Addie 


and Mc- 


Phai} crorn't he altar bound WT! til Nc- 
ve ir b ! ntil > 
fi mber. Her divorce decree becomes 
mal then, 

rs, 


Joseph Plunkett has a mem- 





She takes particular pride in plan‘s 
sent by those she likes, 

Sharon Lynn is a backgammon 
addict. 

Albert Hay Malotte capably han- 
dled the Kimball organ at the new 
Western theatre, 

John Considine and Carmen Pant- 





ages are expected to walk up that 
aisle shortly. 
Everybody’s agog about the ro 


mance of a big producer and one of | 


his very young stars. 

As if prearranged upon leaving 
Willis Goldbeck’s charming beach 
spot, five cars of the same make and 
all of the same cabriolet type await 
Dolores Del Rio and Cedric Gib- 
bons, Julie and Arthur Hornblow, 
Ethel Kenyon (ex-Mrs. Eddie Suth- 
erland), Barney Glazer and Sharon 
Lynn, and Don Lee. 

Jimmie Durante is so social. Some 
of the most beautiful girls in Holly- 
wood gave Schnozzola a bathtub 
shower with gadgets on the day his 
first picture opened here. Jimmie 
was surrounded by Billie Dove, Jun¢ 
Collyer, Carmel Myers, Sally Eilers 
and others. 

Mrs. Sam Jaffe does 
routines. 

George Fitzmaurice reluctantly 
made Diana Fitzmaurice cut her 
whoopee short because he had to 
go home and read scripts. 

Ida Cantor lonesome and 
join Eddie in New York. 

Una Merkel sporting a new er- 
mine wrap. 

A group of picture girls have a 
new indoor sport. Each contributes 
$1.50, which defrays the expenses 
of a professional reader who, one 
afternoon weekly reads to them an) 
interesting book or play the girls 
vote on. Whenever the surplus be- 
comes big enough it goes to a wor- 
thy charity. 


cute dance 


may 





| 
| 
} 
| 
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Did You Know That— 





Allison Loyd is once more 
called Thelma Todd....they 
are trying to get Sophie 
Tucker and Harlan Dixon for 
Percy Oakes new revue.... 
Macy’s French room is be- 
coming quite a fashion center 
lately....Edith Murray walked 
out of ‘Nikki’ because her 
songs didn’t suit her, they 
say....Mary Wallace and Irene 
have a new dress shop in Holly- 
wood....Patricia Bowman does 
another (and perhaps the most 
exquisite yet) of her solo dances 


this week at the Roxy.... 
Patsy Ruth Miller has been 
vacationing in Tahiti....Mrs. 
E. Ascher’s in town taking in 
the sights....the Taft Grill 
gets all the RKO  bookers 


for lunch....radio team called 
‘Sisters of the Skillet’ has 
been approached for Earl Car- 
roll’s next revue....one young 
dramatic leading lady never 
speaks to the members of her 
off stage....Betty Car- 
stairs (English motorboat en- 
thusiast) caused quite a flutter 
lunching at the C 


cast 


asino§ the 
other day in a severely tailored 
suit, tie and beret....Miriam 
Hopkins was_ shopping in 
Saks Saturday, looking quite 
lovely in a vivid blue knitted 
costume and a small crushed 
hat of the same material.... 
the Jack Whiting show has 
been postponed a few weeks, it 
seems....Charlie and Elsie 
Morrison are together again 
«-..-when Bill Haines opened 
at the Capitol the other day, a 
huge crowd waited at the stage 
door and gave him the Bronx 
cheer; very embarrassing and 
it happened after every per- 
formance....there’s a lot of 
talk about that fortune teller 
on West End ave....Barbara 
Newberry in a WB sheott. 





























Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 





| 
| 


1] 








Sophie All Decked Out 

No gloom can prevail against the 
warmth of Sophie Tucker’s smile. 
It is a rare thing, that open-faced 
grin, warm and radiant. Though 
called into action whenever the oc- 
casion demands, it has the validity 
of genuine big-heartedness, 

There’s nothing up-stage about 
the smile America’s Red Hot Mama 
turns on Paramount audiences. In- 
itially it says to partons that, of all 
the places in the world where she 
might entertain, none suits her bet- 
ter than the Paramount theatre, 

The smile works magic upon 
songs as well as audience. A lyric 
may be blue as blue can be, the 
Modom’s frank grin and vigorous 
delivery remove offense, A maudlin 
ballad, advising a dance hall doll 
to quit her profession before it is 
too late, glows with truth as Miss 
Tucker beams solicitude for all the 
world. 

Poiret’s tweed pajamas bring Miss 
Tucker on to @& warm reception, 
ladies in the audience interested in 
discovering that caracul collar and 
cuffs, attached to gray gloves, are 
detachable, and that a_ graceful 
skirt is skillfully pleated to dis- 
guise its pajama division. Cream 
chiffon, gleaming with iridescents, 
is draped in three gored tiers, the 
topmost a brief, slenderizing jacket. 
A wrap of brilliant blue velvet 
sweeps from a princess waist to a 
trailing border of rich black fox. 
The finale gown, used against a 
background of ebony and silver, is 
in black velvet, its cape bordered 
with ermine tails. The toute en- 
semble is an object lesson in fault- 
less grooming that supports Miss 
Tucker's lyric claim that she doesn't 
want to be thinner—she’s doing 


very well the way she is. 
Lilyan’s Reno Raiment 
Though they represent moving 


picture taste at its most gauche and 
extravagant, the Lilyan 
Tashman wears in ‘The Road to 
Reno’ hope to be protected from 
ridicule. Indulging Hollywood’ 
love of 
terials, intricately cut and detailed, 
just in audiences are willing 
to take them For those 
who scoff at over-done styles, there 


clothes 


finery, 


case 
seriously. 
is always the excuse that a wealthy, 
frivolous matron who commutes to 
the altar and detours by way of 
Reno, would not favor a conserva- 
tive wardrobe. 
Miss Tashman’s 


costumes have 


| 


} 
| 
} 


. . , ’ 
they are in rich ma- 





ory garden in her Westport home.! an elegant time indulging the bad} 


parts. 





taste they pretend to mock. Their 
wearer, claimant to the title of best 
dressed woman in Hollywood, ac- 
cepts them without flinching, wears 
them as though she were glad to be 
free of the restraint her title imposes 
upon her. There is no hint of 
apology in her adoption of a chif- 
fon afternoon gown banded clumsily 
about the hips with lustrous red 
fox. A traveling ensemble that ex- 
aggerates caracul trimming just 
enough to be extreme, is so proudly 
worn that it might be the last word 
in fashion, A bridal gown of yards 
and yards of ethereal chiffon could 
costume only a picture bride, 


Miss Tashman has seemed more 
at home in wise-cracking comedy 
As a light-headed woman 
with nothing more on her mind than 
unbecoming platinum  blondeness, 
she has assembled a flock of studied 
mannerisms that do not bring her 
characterization to life. 


If she intends to remain in the 
fast-growing ranks of platinum 
blondes, Miss Tashman must soften 
her coiffure. Severe, straw-colored 
waves, swept firmly off the fore- 
head add years and harshness to 
her face. 

Suffering from the director's at- 
tack of local color, Wynne Gibson 
staggers in and out of the film as 
an increasingly inebriated divorcee, 
representative of the degradation of 


Reno. Miss Gibson does her bits 
well, if a little obviously. Judith 
Wood leans over bars and weeps 
into her highballs with sincerity. 
Peggy Shannon is a likeable in- 
genue, 


Sublime Insanity 
Let the gals of ‘Monkey Business’ 
beautiful and talented as 
nature and direction can make them 
—they can never be anything but 
stooges for a Marx. They are out- 


be as 


(Continued on page 62) 





There’s the Rub! 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

A picture player tearfully 
‘phoned her masseuse that she 
would be unable to pay her 
bill because a horse she had 
bet on walked home, 

‘Why,’ snarled the masseuse, 
‘didn’t you stay home and send 
the horse over?’ 











Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Jimmy Ups and Sneers 
Jimmy Durante puts it very sue- 
cinctly. He believes the toughtest 
scoundrel becomes as putty when 
looking into the cool, clear eyes of 


a home girl That's his attitude | 
even if it puts a picture's plot in| 
jeopardy. It wounds Mm deeply to | 
watch his bos change from fine | 
forthright con man into a snivelling 
benefactor of humanity in ‘New Ad 

ventures of Get-Rich-Quick Wal- | 
lingford,’ but he takes it like a man, | 
for he’s philosophical that way. He | 
doesn’t ups to the boss with chagrin 


He doesn’t even give him data. He 


knows a million more like ’em, just 


a tool in the hands of a beautiful 
dame. 

It’s Leila Hyams whose enobling 
presence wreaks such havoc with 
Jimmy’s mob’s schemes, but they 


can’t blame her. Certainly she isn't 
militant about her reforming them 
She just goes about with her blonds 
hair neatly waved and decent re- 
spe etable dresses on her lithe young 


form, acting a bit skeptical about 
the honesty of their motives, that’s 
all. Clara Blandick, who plays her 


mother, is more openly doubtful, 
but Miss Hyam’s faith, her serenity 
in her conviction that nobody can 
be really bad, comes out true, Every 
one turns out to have hearts of gold 
because a girl looked un- 
flinching. 


} 
none 


Haines’ Big Lady Stooge 

A remarkably plump but not pro- 
portionately talented young woman 
arises from the audience at the 
Capitol and attests to 
gard for William Haines, who hap- 
pens at the moment to be making 
a personal appearance. Mr. Haines 
does not respond to this expression 
of devotion very gallant! He’s 
even a little petulant about it, 
which is not quite the way for a 
great big picture star to behave, no 
matter what the size of his adorers. 
The mammoth young woman at 
least gives him something to do. 
Together they sing and together 
they trip off, just when Mr. Haines’ 
‘in person’ presence is in process of 
deflation. 

The women in the audience may 
wonder, however, if the ranks of 
Mr. Haines adorers are made up of 
correspondingly strange looking 
creatures, and start questioning the 
wisdom of their own fondness for 
the lad, a possibility that might 
never have occurred to them if the 
lady chosen to be Mr. Haines’ stooge 
had only been even a little bit per- 
sonable. 

The Capitol’s stage show proper 
is called ‘Great Guns’ which gives 
the Chester Hale girls opportunity 
to wear becoming white satin adap- 
tations of naval uniforms. They show 
you what the Marine Corps would 
look like if the country should ever 
turn Amazon. Their boots and cart- 
ridge belts are silver leather, their 
caps, middies and trousers gleaming 
white satin. Their suggestions for 
uniforms for a female navy replaces 
middy blouses with double breasted 
white satin jackets buttoned with 
rhinestone balls, but they stick to 
regulation cut sailor trousers, for 
even feminine ingenuity can not im- 
prove upon the figure defining lines 
discovered by American men of the 
sea, 





B’way’s Chorus Lookers 

B. S. Moss’ ‘Varieties’ haven't 
been saying much about it yet, but 
they have as comely a bunch of 
dancing chorus girl: as a body could 
hope to see, Nuybe they seem 
lovely because no one has thought 
to call them The Most Beautiful 
Girls in the World, so they can just 
co on being glorious without get- 


ting self-conscious about it. 
No extravagant ballyhoo to set 
the audience wondering about its 


a Albertina Rasch has col- 
lected these charming creatures and 
taucht them how to dance in unison, 
meanwhile exhorting them not to 
lose their individuality, and they've 
listened. Most of them are agreed 
that a Jong bob softly fluffed out at 
the ends is just about the most be- 
coming coiffeure a girl can attain, 
put knows her tricks of 
make-up and how to accentuate her 
best features. Every one looks in- 
teresting first and pretty afterwards. 


accuracy, 


each own 











They dance alike, but there their 
imilarity ends. 

From a sweet little girl in ruf- 
fles Ginger Rogers has developed 
into a sophichicated miss of ehik 
appearances but embraceable al- 
lure, Now she does her cinamon 
coro ea haiy’ in inree s iindy Wave: 
Her clothes are sleek and simple, 


their colors wisely calculated to 
make her eyes look bluer and her 
hair redder. She imitates the ‘Girl 
Crazy’ cast for her speciality, but 
her take-off of Ethel Merman is so 
hep to the original it ceases to be 
imitation and becomes satire. Miss 
wide-eyed person 
too, who would think had such 


Rogers is such a 


she 


cold-analysis in her? 

Ray Dooley is a satirical miss her- 
self, She doesn’t believe that the 
innocent, girlish smiles of adigo 


dancers are sincere, and she’s con- 
vineed they don’t think much of 
their male partners either. So, 
llittle imp that she is, she shows 


| 
| 


| 





a warm re- | 


them up. 
dorese het 


The audience heartily en- 
version, 


Sad but Dumb Mama 

The problem of disentangling one’s 
husband frem that blonde will con- 
tinue to engage womankind in spite 
of ‘Smart Women.’ No solution 
there, It should have been called 
‘Smart Man,’ Mary Astor would 
still be bravely checking her 
if it weren't for the help of a visit- 
ing English nobleman who hap- 
pened along. Miss Astor could only 
think of the old trick of trying to 
make her husband jealous in return, 
but he was too used to her to be- 
lieve it, and besides, the jealousy 
idea has become so commonplace it 
no longer works. Husbands see too 
many pictures these days. 

When Miss Astor returns home 
from Europe and greets all-her ser- 
yants with detailed inquiries about 
their children, the ladies know she’s 
due to lose her husband. Such a 
tnice, thoughtful person always does, 
for it’s a bit trying, even for hus- 
bands, to live forever with a lady 
who always does and says the right 
thing. A woman who comes straight 
from Paris in a too large hat with 
a brim swooping in all the wrong 
directions deserves no better, any- 
way. 

Noel Francis, the husband 
snatcher, gives no evidence of how 
she does it, save by looking pretty 
in an Empire satin evening dress 
that has a good figure to cling to, 
The drawing room manner that 
‘Smart Woman’ assumes doesn’t 
fare so well in the untutored diction 
of its women. 


ior 


tears 


Spirit Roxy Ensemble 

The Roxy puts its ballet corps and 
its Roxyettes all together, dresses 
half of them in red and the rest in 
white, gives them white light and 
a plain black velvet draped stage, 
then tells the girls to go to it. That’s 
all they need, a little simplicity, a 
little encouragement, and how 
they'll fight for dear old Roxy! They 
pretend to be two rival groups of 
Amazons, adopting for the moment 
Greek helmets and tunics. The red 
ones look as if they were going to 
win, but since white is a purer color, 
and it all happens at the Roxy, it’s 
the whites who ultimately triumph. 

Once again the Roxy presents 
Rassana, a strong armed and strong 
wristed little girl who comes on in 
a cloak of looped bead fringe, grace- 
fully removes it, then clambers up 
a center stage rope and hanging by 
her wrist, settles herself for some 
good earnest spinning. Nothing 
seems to tire her. Frequently the 
audience thinks it was time they 
began applauding, that surely she 
must be ready to give in now, but 
she fools them. She just keeps on 
and on, and the Roxy audience, al« 
ways polite, makes it up to her. 

Catalina Cansino precedes the 
stage spectacle, ‘Birthday of the 
Infanta,’ with Spanish dancing of 
lithe grace and swift movement, 
dressed in a slim fitted yellow 
basque and circular ruffled skirt 
that shades to orange and is lined 
with green. The spectacle itself 
overflows with colorful Spanish cos- 
tuming that puts orange along side 
of cerise and makes you like it. The 
toxyettes have to wear huge light 
brown wigs in the style of the 
period, and lock pretty beaten by 
them, and a modern tumbling act is 
dressed in modern shorts, but other- 
wise the Infanta had a very gay 
birthday. 


al 
Left Banker Poses 


These United States get viciously 
kicked around by the collegiate in- 
telligentzia of ‘The Left Bank.’ The 
playwright thinks it’s a shame, tou, 
It’s the same sort of kicking around 
Our Country suffers in Greenwich 
, Voodstock, Russian Hill, or 
any other place that’s quaint and 
grimy. The kickers in ‘The Left 
tank’ make the same bother about 


 —— 
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(Continued on page 62) 
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Business Manager. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this ist day of October, 1931. 
; Nathan Newman, 
Notary Public. 
(My commission expires March 30, 1932) 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








Columbia burlesque shows were 
out of the Star and Garter, in Chi- 
cago, because Hyde & Behman re- 
fused the usual split of 50-50. 
Trouble had been brewing since the 
opening of the season. H. & B. 
were deducting 55%. 





Boston police made chorus of ‘So 
Long Letty’ pull up its socks to 
full tights. Bare legs frowned upon 
officially. 


‘Variety’ was amazed at the 500 
line ads in N. Y. papers for ‘Rich 
Man, Poor Man,’ Only two papers 
used, but regarded as a record. 


Olga Petrova engaged for films at 
$4,000 weekly against a percentage. 


D. W. Griffith dissatisfied with the 
way Jeff McCarthy was advertising 
‘Intolerance’ and wrote a couple of 
ads himself McCarthy took one 
look at the ads—and qu®, 





Artcraft was jubilant over the 
offer of a small town exhib to pay 
25 a day for a Pickford film. 


‘Clipper’ took two columns to 
opine that the new Century theatre 
was about to wash up the Win- 
ter Garden. Wrong by a mile. 


It was denied that Powers and 
Simplex were about to merge to 
form a projection machine trust, 
backed by the Morgans. But it duly 

*yappened, as ‘Variety’ foretold. 


Fritzi Scheff blew the Palace 
show at the last moment because 
she objected to four others being 
billed with her. Wanted all or noth- 
ing. Got nothing. 





‘Boomerang’ ended a 63-week run 
at the Belasco with a total gross of 
around $800,000. Best showing in 


._The company 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


New RKO theatre exploitation system, which has everybody in or 
outside of the organization planting publicity material or arranging 
stunts, is causing headaches to the New York community newspapers 
where the local houses are situated. In some instances they even 
sour the newspapers because of the annoyance occasioned by an over- 
abundance of publicity and exploitation hounds. 

An example was the request of the home office publicity staff last 
week to a Bronx paper for a Sunday speciai story on an act at one of 
the Bronx houses. Same day the personal press agent of another act 
asked for a special, also on Sunday. Next day the house manager 
asked for a special story, for still another act. 

With each house manager arranging exploitation stunts, local dramatic 
editors are harried daily with schemes for tie-ups. Means newspapers 
would have to tie-up daily for a different stunt, which, or course, they 
won't do. Hence, not to show any partiality, the newspapers are turn- 
ing down all the stunts and tie-ups. 

RKO house managers, under compulsion to keep active on stunts and 
exploitation, doing everything from sending animal acts to orphans’ 
homes, to staging magicians’ escapes from rooftops. Without news- 
paper co-operation, the stunts generally go for naught. 





It’s a gag to the studio p.a.’s how one of the Hollywood trade dailies 
is endeavoring to chisel in for bows as a ‘friend and servant of the 
industry’ by laying claim to an idea evolved from within the studios. It 
was the studio publicity dept. heads’ own idea to arrange for a 
series of convenient previews at the studio proper—perhaps with supper 
and refreshments as well—as a means to eliminate preview reviewers 
sneaking in on not ready for press notices through being in their earliest 
and roughest stages. 

‘Variety’ first printed this from the p.a.’s angle as a news story, 
but the coast daily hopped on ti as an original idea and circulated form 
letters to the studios as an ‘original’ suggestion for the good of the 
cause. 

It was not only a laff but it antagonized the p.a.’s, who resented a 
paper laying claim to and glorifying in an idea which the studio p.a.’s 
had created. 


Studio p.a.’s at last week’s meeting summarized the progress made 
in the past few months in bottling up studio news. Recognizing the 
agents as a sizable news source, the p.a.’s have requested the Artists’ 
Managers Association, the Hollywood 10 percenters’ org., not to give 
out advance info on players’ contracts, stories, ete. Latter, eager for 
any sort of ‘recognition’ from the studios, have acceded with alacrity. 


It’s the agents’ first recognition from the studios as an organized body. 


Along with the gagging of the agents, the p.a.’s are working out a 
means for a schedule of previews of product when the pictures are 
ready in order to circumvent advance previews in the early and 
roughest stages. 





J. J. Murdock since severing business connection with the show field, 
has been giving his attention to a postal meter, Government-endorsed. 
is the U. S. Postal Meter Corp. Large prospects are 
foretold for the company, which is just about now completing its 
organization. 

R. D. Jackson is gen. mgr. for the Postal Meter company. He has been 
with several national propositions. Jackson is president of the Jackson- 
Babbit firm in New York, which will continue, though Jackson's 
services will be devoted solely to the Postal Meter end. 

Murdock. is reported heavily interested financially in the Meter enter- 
prise. It is said to be the only private corporation in the country having 


‘business relations with the Post Office Department with an approved 


U. S. in the title, as for the U. S. Postal Meter Corp. 





That Lucky Strike ad, featuring Dorothy Mackaill, which appeared 
in all the major dailies last week, cost the cigaret company $200,000 for 
the cross-country spread. It is the first of a new series of endorse- 
ments by picture stars for which the players only receive the publicity. 
Unusual angle of the display is the reading matter given over to the 


'endorsee’s next picture, as prominent as the reading matter on the 


cigaret, plus a cut of the player in character. The series will 
include the entire list of Warner-First National stars, as well as thos? 
from other companies, and was worked out for WB-FN, in conjunction 
with the cigaret firm, by Charlie Einfeld, who heads publicity for 
Warners and all its subsidiaries. 


Publix may build a 2,500-seater in Oklahoma City, but in view of 
present conditions it is said by home office executives, intention of going 
ahead and through on the project are in status quo. Reports from the 
southwest were vague. They said building would start within a year. 

Joseph H. Cooper, local Okalahoma City operator, is a partner of 
Publix in that situation in a half-dozen houses, two of which are down- 
town, the others neighborhood. 

Warners is the chain opposition in the Oklahoma town, 
a new Publix house would go in on the Cooper partnership, 


Presumably 


Some of the phlegmatic and evenly balanced studio executives are 
dismissing all this intensive application to story treatment as the 
nuts. The unadorned charm of some stories, simply treated, is much 
to be prefered. 

In support of this argument Rene Clair’s two French foreign successes, 
‘Le Million’ and ‘Sous les Toits de Paris,’ with a story which could 
be followed in any language (as evidenced by their international suc- 
cess), disproves the necessity for elaborateness of story treatment. 


The Hollywood ‘story conference’ is perhaps the funniest thing yet 
to an eastern exec who. not sufficiently in it as yet, can’t help but 
get a terrific kick from the entire proceedings. All those present 
have some angle to the story evolution and each thinks he’s fooling 
the rest. 

Manner also in which they endeavor to portray certain sequences 
with impromptu histrionics is much funnier in panto than in printer's 
ink description. 





Warners’ executive lineup includes the coincidence of Darryi Zanuck, 
second in command on the Coast, and Jake Wilk, head of the story 
department in the east, both having been play brokers, or agents, prior 
to their advent in pictures. 

Zanuck peddled plays in California while Wilk talked himself hoarse 
in New York. Latter was of the firm of Hiller and Wilk which split in 
17 with Wilk soloing until ’29 when he went celluloid. 


The most recent census gives 27,000 as the number of theatres in 
Europe with fewer than 20 seating more than 3,000 persons. About 
18,000 have a capacity of 300 or less, while only a small proportion 
go above 450 seats. 

Many of the smaller houses are entitled only to the courtesy classifi- 
cation of theatres, but are listed since picture shows are given within 
their walls more or less regularly. 





The Thomas Jefferson Society isn't enthusing over the prominence 
given their masthead name bearer in the Warner picture, ‘Alexander 





12 years. 


(Continued on Page 63) 


Cleveland premiere. 


‘Gish. 

















Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Despite the fact that the Shubert Dramatic League is having 
in going through with some of its promises of a full season to 
cities, they have inaugurated seasons in both Pittsburgh and Clevelan 
using ‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ the Charles Hopkins piece, as the opener oe 
both towns they are going up against pretty heavy opposition an Pe 
Theatre Guild booked Lunt and Fontanne in ‘Reunion in Vienna’ pe 
oppose them in Pittsburgh and bodked the same show to oppose ene 

Lunt and Fontanne are now rated, as drawing 
cards on the road, above any other stars who go out, and that takes in 
Ethel Barrymore. They hung up grosses of over $25,000 and $26,000 
weekly in their tour of ‘Elizabeth, the Queen’ last year, getting over 
$25,000 in Pittsburgh with the piece before it had. made its New York 
reputation. 

Other pieces being toured by the Shuberts for their subscription cities 
are Channing Pollock’s ‘The House Beautiful,’ Judith Anderson in the 
Pirandello piece ‘As You Desire Me,’ and Lionel Atwill in ‘The Silent 
Witness.” In Chicago they’re showing ‘The Venetian’ and ‘The Improper 
Duchess.’ First named got over mildly. 

Business on the road declared lower this year than last, and prospering 
only with the big musicals and the subscription-supported dramas. 





difficulty 
western 


Applying the scrubbing brush to a dirty show is no longer that show's 
best bet to get favorable publicity. 

It is declared that two productions and one burlesque were quietly 
advised. to make certain tonings down or else. 
there was no publicity. In legit circles Police Commissioner Mulrooney 
is credited with the new system. It's also declared that certain 
legit execs were responsible, indirectly, acting or conversations held 
with the Commissioner. 

Another instance is in the removal of certain houseboards from the 
Republic with the one board in particular portraying a raw scene, 
Here also, Commissioner Mulrooney is mentioned. 


Fay Wray upset a recent dress rehearsal scheme of William B, 
Friedlander’s ‘Nikki’ bY failing to appear after audience had gathered 
in the Longacre, New York, at Friedlander’s invitation. 

A rather fashionable audience had assembled and sat patiently 
waiting for the curtain. Finally Miss Wray’'s continued absence forced 
the dismissal of the audience. As there was no seat sale no refunds 
were necessary. 

As it was a pretty hot night the state of mind of the disappointed 
audience was easily conjectured. 

Ed Chodoroy and Arthur Barton, former Columbia Pictures p.a,’s 
were only 50% fired. It went around that after they sold ‘Wonder Boy,’ 
play on films, to Jed Harris, that Col execs burnt and applied the air, 

What happened was that the p.a,-playwrights were forced to take 
one week off for rewriting. That repeated and finally they were told 
that if they couldn't show up on Monday at 9 they'd be playwrights only. 
They didn’t show up. 

Harris is working on another play by the same writers to star Lillian 
Play is laid in a downtown burlesque, dealing with a murder 
down there. 


English show people in New York say the fault of ‘Good Companions’ 
as put on by the Shuberts at the 44th Street is the cast. That all- 
English company is comparable over here to a No. 4 road troupe, the 
English say. 

That Julian Wylie, the English producer, staged it in New York for 
the Shuberts means nothing more, claim the English, than that he. 
staged it. The actors were éngaged abroad under the instructions of 
the Shuberts. 


The report that Otto H. Kahn had financed Aarons & Freedley pro- 
ductions in the past is declared a true one, also the report that he 
recently withdrew from backing their shows. The firm had previously 
announced a new piece by George Gershwin for this season. They 
didn’t tour ‘Girl Crazy’ themselves, but leased the road rights to Gregory 
Ratoff, who is presenting it in Chicago but who is playing for Jed Harris 
in the ‘Wonder Boy’ piece. Ratoff, who is a pretty good dialectician, is 
known in Chicago as Gregory (What-a-Manager) Ratoff. 


Legit producers, particularly the musical ones, are deluged by players’ 
reps as to placements in new shows announced. The reps seem to have 
lined up everybody and everything in show biz, including chorus girls, 
they are trying to sell as principals, 

Some of the products pass out after lamping the size of the salary 
demanded. Quite a number of prominent players are unemployed at 
present because the salary price has been considered prohibitive. 

teturn of Alice Brady to the Theatre Guild recalls that Bill Brady's 
daughter is still the only one who ever told the Guild to go jump in the 
lake and walk out on the organization which was paying her $1,500 a 
week. 

Neither has the Guild paid any such salary since Miss Brady huffed 
through the door, the Lunt-Fontanne combination preferring to trail 
with the Guild and gamble at a moderate guarantee and a percentage. 





‘Camels Are Coming’ pulled from the President, New York, Saturday 
(10) underwent a title change to ‘Under Pressure’ in the middle of 
the week. Main reason was that ‘Camels’ couldn't be Leblanged with 
that name. 

It's hoped to reopen Monday (19) in another and more favorably 
located theatre. 


Commentary on multiple scene shows is offered in that ‘Barbed Wire’ 
will hold a week of scene, light and dress rehearsals at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music before opening Oct. 19 at the Majestic, Brookly™ 
Elwood Bostwick is the producer. 

‘Wire’ involves 90 people and 21 scenes. 


New all time low for cash customers at a Broadway legit is believed 
to have been set when a show had four payees in the audience. It exe 
plains the sudden shut down. 

Despite scarcity of b. 0. customers, house same night was nearly full. 
Deadheads. 


What appeared to be a press notice sent out last week for ‘Singing 
the Blues’ occasioned surprise among showmen. Story stated that Sat- 
urday (3) was the first complete sellout since the opera opened. 


Tracy Drake, Loop theatre owner, is financially tied up with Mrs. 
Fiske’s new show, with Carlos Drake, its author, Tracy's son. 
Drake is said to have 50% of the piece, 
P. a. handling a colored show on Broadway found he was tig 
So 


trouble placing photos of the Negro actors in the newspapers. 
told his ass't to cut out all pictures of Ghandi to fill the scrap book. 


ailed 





Lee Shubert had $250,000 of his own money in one of the f 
Philadelphia banks, 


Unlike previous years 
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Main Street Goes for Bis Names, 


Pittsburgh Duds and Clicks Show 





~ 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 

Legit producers thinking of re- 
storing the road should take a hint 
from the local situation. Names 
still count, they’re all that counts, 
whether in dramatic or musical 
ghows, and Broadway smashes 
mean nothing unless they have the 
necessary names. 

Take the case of ‘Once in a Life- 
time’ at the Alvin last week. A 
show that ran 401 times in New 
York, died here despite rave no- 
tices and consistent newspaper 
plugging all through the engage- 
ment. Last year the same thing 
happened to ‘June Moon,’ another 
Broadway smash. The argument 
has been advanced locally that both 
of these productions were too smart 
for the road, but a name that meant 
something in the sticks would have 
been a life-saver for either of them. 

Names Count 

Same thing is true of musicals. 
‘Crazy Quilt’ at the Alvin a couple 
of weeks ago did $20,000 because of 
Fannie Brice, Phil Baker and Ted 
Healy despite the fact that it was 
just a fair show. The week be- 
fore that ‘Three Little Girls,’ ac- 
cepted with open arms by the press, 
did a nosedive and was lucky if 
it got $6,000. And, in addition, it 
had the supposed advantage of be- 
ing the first show of the new sea- 


son after a four-month legit 
drought. 
It’s got to be a big name. Even 


stars of the second grade won't do. 
Last season one of the older ac- 
tresses took it on the chin with a 
play of Broadway smash rating, 
while Lenore Ulric came here in a 
new play, and a bad one, at that, 
and did twice as much business. 
Other notable examples of New 
York clicks flopping locally in re- 
cent memory because of the lack 
of names have been ‘Candlelight,’ 
‘On the Spot,’ ‘Bird in Hand,’ ‘Young 
Sinners’ and ‘Subway Express.’ 

Names are all that matter around 
here, as elsewhere on the road, and 
they’re all that can possibly restore 
the road. 


NEW SEASON MARKS HIT 
FAMINE AT ITS WORST 


Not since the books of legit have 
een open can Broadway showmen 
remember a season that has run six 
weeks without showing a _ single 
legit hit. 

It is noted that should a chart 
be drawn of the past few years, a 
later start each fall would be 
shown, hits entering later and later 
as the graph grows. 

Grosses in only one or two cases 
for dramatic shows have gone above 
the $10,000 mark. In the drama 
line, ‘House of Connolly’ is,one of 
the few new entrants to beat the 
10 spot. ‘Grand Hotel’ is not a new 
Product and is one holding up. 

Men who heretofore could be re- 
lied upon for at least one angel 
Promotion by this time, either in 
an open production or one near to 
it, are sitting back. 

Reports from out of town in- 
dicate the legit low to be prac- 
tically national. Recently an Equity 
report stated rep had shrunk to a 
mark deep down. 





A NEW LINCOLN 


Player of Role in ‘Booth Missed’ 
Strange to it 


A new Lincoln will be seen on 
the New York stage when the 


Brady-Hartwig play, ‘If Booth Had 
Missed,’ is produced in November. 
None of the actors who have played 
‘Honest Abe’ on the stage or screen 
Will be engaged. 





It's the decision by both Wiliam 


A. Brady and Walter Hartw ig that} 
the Lincoln of the new show will be} 
an actor who has not been seen in 
the role before. 

This eliminates Lincoln - actors | 
such a Walter Huston and Frank 
Met;), 


nn 


Mae Desmond Directing 


Another femme stock leading wo- 
man has turned stock producer. 

Mae Desmond, long at the head of 
the Mae Desmond Players, becomes 
the producer when the Desmond- 
Fielder stock opens Oct. 17 at the 
Locust, Philadelphia, 

During the winter Miss Desmond 
may appear in one or two produc- 
tions but will devote nearly all her 
time to the direction. 

‘Other women stock producers at 
this time are Jessie Bonstelle in 
Detroit, and Mary Hart in St. Louis. 


Duce Play Offer for 
B’way Just a Fishing 
Trip, States Carroll 


Sidney W. Carroll, formerly Lon- 
don newspaperman with the ‘Sun- 
day Times’ and ‘Daily Telegraph’ 
and now an author, had a pertinent 
reply to the mix-up over the offer 
to have him handle Mussolini's play 
on Napoleon over here. Carroll 
states that he did name extravagant 
terms for his services, but explains 
that was merely a gesture in reply 
to those who, he thinks, were bluf- 
fing when they suggested the idea 
to him, 

His side of the story has to do 
with the visit to him of one Guido 
Orlando who declared he controlled 
large Italian-American funds and 
wished his principals to be inter- 
ested in the presentation in New 
York of the Mussolini play. <Ac- 
cording to Carroll Orlando did his 
utmost to deal with him direct and 
ignore Jenie Jacobs, who is Car- 
roll’s agent here, 

‘In a personal interview with him’ 
(Orlando), writes Carroll to Va- 
riety, ‘at which his stage director 
Benrimo was present, I was re- 
minded of my unfavorable attitude 
as a critic in London toward the 
latter’s production of Conrad’s only 
play and I was offered (with what 
authority I did not take the trouble 
to verify) the whole of the backing 
of the great Erlanger combine and 
a first class Erlanger theatre. I felt 
that if Erlangers were interested 
they would choose other vehicles of 
approach than these.’ 

Carroll thereupon instructed Miss 
Jacobs to demand prohibitive terms 
the ‘nature of which would give both 
Mr. Orlando and Mr. Benrimo a 
clearer perspective of the man they 
were dealing with and on the gam- 
ble they contemplated with no risk 
to themselves at the expense of a 
most distinguished Italian author.’ 

‘If in my skeoticism I misjudged 
these gentle efforts at angling in 
Mediterranean waters, I am sorry, 
but from your revelation of some 
one’s disgruntlement it would not 
appear that I did. 

‘The endeavor of certain persons 
through your lively columns to 
damage all chances of Mussolini’s 
play being performed in the United 
States simultaneously with its first 
appearance in Berlin and Paris 
seems to me just another whine 











from a little dog in the manger who 
cannot resist a plaintive snarl when 
a bone has appeared before him too | 
bic for him to negotiate through 


EES 
the bars. 


No ‘irene’ Now 
Negotiations for the revival of] 
Jrene,’ by Milton Aborn have been 
called off, upon the refusal of the 
authors to let it go for that purpose 





at this time. 

It’s the belief the show can com- 
mand more money later, than 
Aborn’s willing to pay. 


Plohn Going It Alone 
Edmund Plohn has resigned as} 
ceneral manager for James W. El- 
liott. He had been associated with 


| 


; the high powe r prod 1cer since last | 
j > 


; season. 


yet named. Under- j 


his own 


No successol 
stood Plohn w i} produce on 


this season, | 





MAY SAVE LEGIT 
cAVS SIM HARRIS 


Veteran Producer and Man- 
ager Gives Apparently 
Simple Solution for Road 
Shows — Substantially 
Backs Up His Statement 


SUGGESTS FOR CRITICS 


‘There is but one salvation as | 


see it for shows on the road. That 
booking circuit that 
would stop plays from playing in 
opposition to one another out of 
Then the whole road would 
be assured of better attractions. 


‘If | knew one of my shows could 
go into Philadelphia for instance 
and have an open field there with- 
out the opposition of another book- 
ing office sending in a similar play 
or production, | would be willing to 
cut terms for Philadelphia by from 
five to 10% for my share.’ 


Sam H. Harris, veteran legit pro- 
ducer and theatre owner, made this 
observation in casual conversation. 
He touched upon a sore spot in legit 
bookings that has brought plenty of 
adverse comment and feeling within 
legit producing circles of the past 
three years. Examples of the cut- 
throat bookings alluded to by Har- 
ris have again come up so far this 
season. 


Mr. Harris would not go beyond 
his bare statement, excepting to 
say that as president of the legit 
producers’ association for seven 
years, he has learned that the over- 
night legit producer with a hit is 
usually the block to any solid re- 
form the association might have ac- 
complished. Though the fortunate 
and accidental hit maker may never 
have another stage success, while 
his hit is running, he is impossible. 
When the accident of this season 
passes on, another next season 
turns up. The accident is uncon- 
trollable, claims Harris. 


Were there a one-circuit booking 
office operating for all of the legit, 
the producers ass’n in that case 
could control the producing end, 
Mr. Harris admitted. 

Taking his one circuit argument 
as the perhaps practicable solution 
of the currently jammed up legit 
situation, Harris was asked how the 
numbers of theatres necessary to be 
closed accordingly could be ab- 
sorbed or disposed of. Admitting 
this would be an important part of 
the scheme, he would not express 
an opinion, 

Showmen seated around the table 
with Harris added that while Harris 
referred majorly to the out of town 
keys, Broadway also would be cal- 
culated in any one-circuit plan 
worked out, with at least 50% of 
Broadway's legit houses to go dark 
if that economic movement were 


is a_ single 


town. 


gone through with. 
Best Criticism 
What Harris wanted to talk 


about and did were the dramatic 
critics of the country. Taking the 
current dilemma of the legit pro- 
ducer and the legit condition, the 
produced presumed all drama re- 
viewers’ personal attitude is for the 
theatre. He thought the critics 
could do their reading public as 
well as the theatres a service if 
they in their reviews would first set 
forth the story of the play. After 
that, said Harris, the critic might 
print his opinion as he pleased, but 
to give the legit the very best break 


j that may be gotten for it at pres- 


ent would be to at least be certain 
ithe reader would know the story 
| before the critical conclusion orf 
merit. The theatre could afford the 
chance, said Harris, whether the 
reader would be guided by the 
| play's story or the critic’s opinion. 

Mr. Harris summed up _ the 


earcity of new dramatic hits so far 
i the paucity of estab- 
lished American dramatists writing 
for the stage. 


ae Or 


3 
this season by 
’ 

















Milne’s New Play’s Title 


Charles Hopkins has received the 
script of that A. A. Milne play he’s 
had scheduled for more than a year 





on Milne’s promise to write it. It’s 
titled ‘They Didn’t Mean Any Harm.’ 

It will go into the works, Hop- 
kins says, just as soon as he’s got 


Galsworthy’s ‘The Roof’ off his 
hands, 
‘Roof’ is set to open at the Hop- 


kins, New York, Oct. 27. 





$2.90 “MIRACLE 
FOR BOSTON 
JOBLESS 


Boston, Oct. 12, 


Morris Gest will revive his fa- 


mous spectacular drama, ‘The Mira- 
cle,’ as a benefit engagement here 
for the city’s unemployed. To make 
the attraction all popular, it will be 
set at the Madison Square Garden 
with the Boston scale topped at 
$2.50. 

Gest’s ready response was in com- 
pliance to a group of local promi- 
nents headed by Mayor Curley. The 
show will make its start toward 
Oct. 24, set to remain here three 
weeks, 

Gest came here last week with 
the Al Jolson show, ‘Wonder Bar.’ 
Gest got unlimited space through 
reciting how he had first peddled 
papers on the streets of Boston, 
how he had gone broke, bringing in 
Jolson and the show. 

With the ‘Miracle’s’ announce- 
ment the dailies dug into their edi- 
torial pages about Gest and what 
a showman! Even the street ra- 
dios kept piping the former Boston 
newsboy was going to bring back 
‘The Miracle’ at low prices and give 
all of the money to the unemploy- 
ment fund. 

The Boston idea with ‘Miracle’ 
will likely develop into Gest con- 
senting to reproduce the show in 
other cities and for a similar char- 
itable purpose. 

It is the first time ‘The Miracle’ 
will have played at a popular price 
scale, 


IEGGY CHASES VELEZ 
FOR NEW B-H MUSICAL 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Florenz Ziegfeld in between 
knocking off a lot of free space for 
his ‘Follies,’ including some wild 
blurbs, is after Lupe Velez for a 
new musical by Lew Brown and 
Ray Henderson. Was offered Raquel 
Torres, now east, but wants Lupe, 
who, had turned down Carroll for 
‘Vanities’ early this summer, 

Zieggy has been flirting with 
Marilyn Miller also, but is hotter 
about Velez. 

Ziegzgy and Goldwyn have been in 
a huddle off and on. ‘Follies’ pro- 
ducer also grabbed himself a mess 
of lineage on bringing out the ‘Fol- 
lies’ this year and then into talkers, 
all 190% discounted. 





60 Stocks Now 


Dramatic 
around 60. 

That is expected to drop instead 
of increase by Thanksgiving. 


stock is holding to 


League’s Meeting 
Annual meeting of the Theatre 
League is scheduled for today (13). 
In addition to election of officers 
and adoption of a program on labor, 
road, ete., a report on the past six 
j months will be turned in. 











Subway Houses May Freeze Out 
Undesirables, Calling Em Turks 


An attempt to 
circuit theatre biz, with the list in- 
cluding Brooklyn, Long Island, 
Pronx and Newark houses, through 
outlawing all turk productions in- 
sofar as they are discernible, is 
being made by those theatre oper- 
ators concerned. In that line what 
amounts to a mutually agreed upon 
policy has been adopted, of playing 
productions for first time line pro- 
ducers only with darkness preferred 
to the banana show. 

Results 


build up subway 


after questionable pro- 
ducers attractions have played this 
sort of time have set the theatre 
men unyieldingly on this policy. 
With neighb audiences in all local- 
ities, it’s been learned that after a 
skater play, subwayites remain 


away for an appreciable length of 


time. One booking exception made 
this season with an n. g. opera 
proved that conclusively. 

Sub spots have been able to get 


all the shows they need so far 
with bookings made for shoestring- 
ers sometimes involving guarantees 
on the latter’s end. While the surety 
may have meant that particular 
week had no losses, iatef shows 
were hurt. It’s judged better now to 
take the darkness red, 

Subway circuit has the Broad and 
Shubert, Newark, (M. S. Schlesin- 


ger) Majestic (Nicolai) and Flate- 
bush, Brooklyn, Windsor, Bronx, 
and Boulevard, Jackson Heights 


(Brandt.) 


LEGIT MGRS. TRY TYING 
TALENT—PROTECTION 


Protection against talent- en 
croachments by film or other legit 
producers is being sought by legit 
managers. While one or two indies 
have gambled in staking contracts 
to performers, and Erlangers and 
Shuberts are doing that on a larger 
scale, inability of the general run 
of producers has sent them seeking 
a new method of talent safeguard- 
ing. 

Example of managerial opinion 
along these lines is in a producer, 
operating an in-between musical, 
sending for a member of his cast 
the day after she had received a 
letter from a film company. It’s 
figured he wanted to tie-up the 
player and get a cut in, 

One method of talent preserva- 
tion may be taken from what Iis 
said to be Gilbert Miller’s policy 
in entering verbal agreements that 
he has first call on the players 
should he find plays for them. It’s 
considered possible this may work 
with some producers, but not with 
those endeavoring to slice them- 
selves in on talker contracts, 








Chorine to Prima 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 
Marjorie Dille, understudy to 
Charlotte Lansing, prima donna in 
‘East Wind,’ got a break at Nixon, 
where Schwab & Mandel’s new 
operetta premiered, when she 
stepped into the show for three 
performances after Miss Lansing 

lost her voice through laryngitis. 
‘East Wind’ marked Miss Dille’s 
first appearance on the musical 
stage. She went into the show as 
a chorus girl, stepped into a bit role 
when a member of the cast dropped 
out and was made understudy to 


the prima donna only during the 
final days of rehearsal, 

Miss Dille is a Cleveland girl, 
daughter of Louis Moses, real 


estate operator in the Ohio city. 


International Cast 


Diana Wyngard, Ernest Thesine 
ger and Herbert Lomas, are being 
brought to America by Arch Sele 
wyn for ‘The Devil,’ by Benn Levy. 
Rest of the cast will be recruited 
over here, 

Selwyn expects to get the piece 


ready in a month to six weeks: 
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13-Act Electra Will Play Daily, Stock Too Common Concerts 
| Dropping the word stock 1s By Sallie 
now the indoor sport among * _——. 


Mat. and Night Instead of 3 Days 








The Theatre Guild is going to pre- 
sent Eugene O’Neill’s trilogy, 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ which 
consists of three distinct dramas, in 
one day. It cpens Monday, Oct. 26, 
at the Guild and on its opening day, 
for the benefit of the daily paper 
critics, it will begin at about 4 
c’clock in the afternoon. Regularly, 
the series of plays will begin at 5 
p. m., the first play ‘Homecoming’ 
will play until 7 p. m., then an 
hour’s intermission for dinner, and 
beginning at 8 p. m., the second 
performance of the day, consisting 
of the plays ‘The Hunted’ and ‘The 
Haunted will be given. This is 
somewhat after the manner in 
which the nine-act ‘Strange Inter- 
lude’ was presented, save that ‘In- 
terlude’ was just one nine-act play, 
while this group of three plays runs 
in its entirety to 13 acts, and is 
actually three different pieces with 
the same characters. 

Two Performances 


The plays will be divided into 
two performances, and _ separate 
tickets will be required for each. 
The original plan of O'Neill and 
the Guild was to have each play 
performed on a separate day, but 
last week the Guild and O'Neill saw 
the first complete rehearsal of the 
play and decided that for the sake 
of its unity and for the mainten- 
ance of the suspense, which runs 
from one play into another, the 
pieces should be performed as 
closely together as possible. Care- 
ful timing was kept on the play as 
it went through rehearsals and it 
was found that it could be given in 
one afternoon and evening, and 
that it would not be excessively 
longer than ‘Interlude,’ perhaps an 
hour but no more. 

It was also found that the plays 
were not as long as it had been 
thought, though each is in itself of 
a length with those of O'Neill's 
plays written for presentation with- 
in the regular limits of a theatre 
evening, plays like ‘The Hairy Ape,’ 
‘Desire Under the Elms,’ ete. An- 
other point which decided the Guild 
in favor of the one day trick was 
that if the series of plays was 
spread over three days there would 
have to be three tickets, whereas 
this way it will be possible to pre- 
sent the play at a more reasonable 
price. The performances will be 
limited to six a week, matinees be- 
ing impossible. 


7-Week Rehearsals 


Alla Nazimova, Alice Brady, 
Earle Larimore, Lee Baker, Thomas 
Chalmers, Arthur Hughes, Erskine 
Sanford, Mary Arbenz, and several 
others have the leading roles. The 
settings are comparatively simple 
and the technique is likewise simple, 
having nothing of the asides which 
were featured in ‘Strange Interlude’ 
or the masks which were to be seen 
in ‘The Great God Brown.’ 

Philip Moeller has been directing 
the play, and had a seven-week 
rehearsal period granted by Equity. 
After five weeks of rehearsals the 
players were up in their parts— 
pretty good because its a long piece 
and both Mme. Nazimova and Miss 
Brady had extraordinarily long 
roles. Duriing this week and next 
play goes through its final rehear- 
sals and it is expected that there 
will be no delay in the opening. 

One thing which ‘Electra’ shows, 

just as ‘Interlude’ showed, is that 
O'Neill will not confine himself to 
the regulation stage time for plays. 
In ‘Emperor Jones’ he wrote a short 
piece which plays but an hour and 
a half. In his one-acters the play- 
ing time is one-third as much. 
‘Marco Millions’ was a long piece, 
though it stayed within a theatre 
evening, but ‘Interlude’ took from 
6:30 to 11 p. m. with an hour out 
for dinner for its playing. In other 
words, he writes his play and then 
figures up its running time. 


Daughter of K. C. ‘Star’ 
Man in Chicago Opera 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 





Chicago Civic Opera opens this 


year with a roster of 63 principals, 
the largest in the history of the out- 
fit. 
names into the list, Miss Noel Eadie, 
from Scotland, and Rose Barrons, 
both sopranos, 

Miss Barrons in the daughter of 
J. J. Barrons of the Kansas City 


* 


Last week brought two new 


HOEY CASTING 


Permission Given by Equity—L. & 
L. Protest of No Avail 








Equity granted Herbert Hoey 
permission to operate under the 
Equity permit given him some time 
ago. Hoey was indorsed by the 
Theatrical Artists’ Representa- 
tives. 

There was but one dissenting 
voice. That was Lyons & Lyons, 
with whom Hoey was associated up 
to three weeks ago. 

Hoey was one of the founders of 
the TRA. 

With Hoey are Frank Mufson and 
Edgar Kiefer. 

In leaving Lyons & Lyons, Hoey 
became embroiled in some personal 
matters with Arthur Lyons, 





‘Law’ and Green In 


Crosby Gaige's the 


‘Twisting 
Law,’ yanked Saturday (10) will 
probably reopen within a _ few 


weeks, 

revision. 
Some difficulties between Bella 
Cohen and Sam Spewack, original 
‘Law’ authors, are said to have 
transpired. Happened when the au- 
thors heard Gaige’s version ,as di- 
rected and rewritten by David 
Freedman, varied vastly from their 


It’s in for the customary 


own script. Spewacks then told 
Gaige to withdraw their names 
from the show. 

Understood that Harry Green, 


featured in ‘Law,’ owns 50% of it. 








Oberfelder Will Back 
‘Apple Cart’ on Road 


Denver, Oct. 12. 

Arthur M. Oberfelder is entering 
the ranks of legit promoters, con- 
tracting to take the Coast company 
of ‘The Apple Cart’ on a tour of 
the country. 

Oberfelder takes over the company 
at Pomona, Cal., Nov. 2 After 
going up the coast, troupe comes 
here and then into Nebraska, Iowa, 
Oklahoma and Texas and eastern 
states. 

Oberfelder has backed stock in 
several midwest cities and also lec- 
ture and concert courses here for 
years, 





‘Bride’ Revamped 


Detroit, Oct. 12, 

Break-in week for Peter Arno’s 
production, ‘Here Goes The Bride,’ 
brought many changes, with more 
in the offing. The first act is being 
rewritten and more comedy scenes 
are being set. And there have been 
several cast changes made and con- 
templated. Show opens at the 
Channin, N. Y., Oct. 19th. 

George Murphy is being replaced 
by Roy Royston. Grace Brinkley 
replaced Robertta Robinson, who 
had replaced Audrey Dale. Colletta 
Ryan replaces Edna Whistler. 

Three songs are to be added to 
replace two or three which will be 
dropped. One of the new tunes is 
‘Early In The Morning,’ by John W. 
Green and Edward Heyman, 





Kay Strozzi in ‘Chienne’ 


Kay Strozzi will probably head 
the cast of ‘La Chienne,’ French 
comedy by Georges Fouchardiere, 
being prepared by the Shuberts. 
Elmer Harris and Forrest Wilson 
are working on the adaptation. 
American title has not been ‘set. 

Miss Strozzi is currently in Chi- 
cago in ‘The Silent Witness.’ Shu- 
berts don’t seem clear as_ to 
whether they expect to take her out 
of that piece, or take it off. 


Mrs. Fiske Ill 


Mrs. Fiske is ill and has left re- 
hearsals of the new Carlos Drake 
comedy which is aimed for the 
slackstone, Chicago. 

Her part was taken over by Hen- 
rietta Crosman, who opens in the 
play in Cleveland next week. Piece 
is being staged by Harrison Grey 
Fiske. 


JORNEYMAN ACTOR 


Alexander Woollcott is on the 
list of new Equity members. Rea- 
son is his appearance in ‘Brief Mo- 
ment’ (McClintic) and the writer 
has paid his dues to the association. 











Star.’ 


Equity dues are $18 annually. 


stock producers throughout the 
country, owing to the belief it 
is a boomerang at the b. o. 

Repertory is now accepted as 
the best substitute. 


TWO B’WAY SPOTS DARK 
LACKING SUPER FILMS 


The expectation on Broadway 
that three houses heretofore devoted 
to picture exploitation would re- 
turn to the legit, has not been ful- 
filled and bookings appear to be in- 
definite. With a definite dearth of 
special pictures, two of the trio re- 
main dark, the Criterion and the 
jalety. Only the Globe relights as 
scheduled, presenting ‘The Cat and 














the Fiddle’ this week. All three 
are directly on Broadway, while 
most other legit theatres are on 


side streets. 


The Criterion was to have gotten 
‘Peter Flies High,’ which was 
brought in from Cleveland Satur- 
day. Two shows had been allotted 
the Gaiety, first being “Tempest in 
a Teapot,’ also w'thdrawn at try- 
out. The other was ‘Cherries Are 
Ripe,’ similarly called in for re- 
pairs. Matter of casting the prob- 
lem of both ‘Peter’ and ‘Cherries.’ 
‘Cherries’ was successfully toured 
by Arch Selwyn last season with 
Rod La Roque and Vilma Banky 
starred. Another actress in place of 
Miss Banky did not work out, La 
Roque refusing to appear without 
his former leading woman. Re- 
cently the show was put on with 
Mary Ellis and Basil Sidney in the 
leads. When it was proposed to 
replace the latter, Miss Ellis would 
not assent. The large house sign 
formerly used for pictures was sup- 
posed to have the ‘Cherries’ billing 
and credits. It remains one-third 
completed. 


‘Peter’ starred Glenn Hunter. It 
was the maiden show for the new 
firm of Bergman, Fagan & Cochran 
Another lead will be sought. Cast 
changes are to be made, but be- 
cause of run of the play contracts 
an eight-week interval may be re- 
quired. Equity’s Council, however, 
may applf a shorter lay-off period 
in this instance. 





3D LIGHT OPERA TROUPE 


For Craig Reported—All-American 
Co. at $2.50 Top 


Broadway complications on light 
opera productions are likely to re- 
ceive further twists in a company 
said to be headed for the Craig, 54th 
street legit. Understood that Lloyd 
Jacquet and George MacGregor are 
interested, with the operas and 
American talent for a $2.50 high. 

With Milton Aborn’s co. at the 
Erlanger, the new troupe will make 
it three. Other is Charles Wagner's 
for opera comiques, in rehearsal at 
the New Yorker, also on 54th street. 

MacGregor is the manager of the 
Craig. Jacquet is said to be con- 
cerned there, also. 











Get This! Burlesquer 
Sues Shakespeare Star! 


Cleveland, Oct. 12. 

Fritz Leiber has been sued for 
$100,000 by local Shakespearean 
group for breach of contract in 
a petition filed in local 
court. 

Manheim-Ford Shakespearean As- 
sociation, Inc., which was incor- 
porated in New Jersey, claim Leiber 


entered into a 10-year contract with 
it Nov. 14, 1928. Charge is that the 
actor, now with Chicago Civic 
Shakespeare Co., broke contract 
April 20, 1930, and has refused to 
abide by its terms since. 

Leiber played a season of Shake- 
spearean repertory in Manheim- 
Ford local theatre, starting Dec. 18, 
1927, but there was nothing said 
publicly at that time about a con- 
tract. Sam Manheim, one of the 
complaintants, is known as a bur- 
lesque producer who dabbled in 
little theatre productions with suc- 
cess at first. Since his first drama 
attempt flopped, his burlesque com- 
pany and chief money-maker re- 


federal 





cently has expired. 








IN AND OUTER STOCK 


Peruchi Co. Keeps on Trying Way 
Down South 








Chattanooga, Oct. 12. 

Peruchi stock reopened here to- 
day at the Little theatre in Mu- 
nicipal auditorium. 

Peruchi last fall had a 34-week 
run in Chattanooga, went bust in 
Nashville, also Macon, and died fast 
last spring with another Chatta- 
nooga attempt. 

Adrienne Earle and Rees Taylor 
are leads, Peruchi says. Others are 
‘Ma’ Peruchi, Gordon Peters, Ed 
Lawrence, William Maloney, Jack 
Martin, Beatrice Liebly and ‘Tiny’ 
Lewis. 

Tommy Thompson, of Southern 
Ad. Co., backing comeback. Eight 
piece orchestra and between-act 
vaude, 

‘The Scarlet Woman’ opener. 


Picture Plays 


Jed Harris finally has his ‘Won- 
der Boy’ set. It will open at the 
Alvin, New York, Oct. It's by 
Edward Chodorov and Arthur Bar- 
ton, formerly with Columbia Pic- 
tures, and has to do with picture 
press-agentry. In the cast are 
Gregory Ratoff, Jeanne Green, Wil- 
liam Challee, Bernard Gorcey, 
James Waters, Robert Leonard, 
Mathew Briggs and Allan Jenkins, 

‘Louder Please,’ by Norman 
Krasna, another play about a film 
p. a., is being prepared by A. L. 
Jones, but probably won't make it 
for several weeks after the Harris 
play. 
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Co-op Revue Chances 
Western Road Interest 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 


The co-operatine ‘Nine o'Clock 
Revue,’ originally booked into the 
Geary, San Francisco, for two 
weeks, is being held over for an 


additional fortnight, Following the 
’Frisco engagement it will play 
three days each at Seattle, Portland, 
Tacoma and Vancouver. 

Kenneth McGaffey is now ahead 
of the show, booking one night 
stands in the Northwest to be 
played after Vancouver, 

The Lambert-Borden-Al Herman 
revue was originally intended for 
lL. A. and 'Frisco only. Business 
done by Billie Burke in the ‘Vine- 
gar Tree’ in the provinces influ- 
enced the musical’s tour, 





Coast ‘Crazy’ Revises 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Two weeks in San Francisco was 
enough for coast ‘Girl Crazy,’ show, 
closing at the Columbia Saturday 
(10) to return here for additional 
rehearsals before opening at the 
Biltmore, Oct. 16 or 19, 

Musical originally rehearsed 
about two and one-half weeks, 
ai.l therefore Equity is permitting 
Louis O. Macloon to use the rest 
of the allotted time. June McCloy 
flew north Thursday (8) to replace 
Adele Rowland in the part created 
by Ethel Merman. 





Talking Short Curtain 


‘Chauve-Souris,’ opening at the 
Ambassador, New York, Oct. 21, at 
$2 top will have a ‘talking short’ 
curtain. The curtain for the Rus- 
sian players has been a changeable 
novelty for their various American 
appearance, 

This time Morris Gest, again the 
impresario for Balieff, is going to 
let the audience know what the 
heads on the curtain are thinking 
or saying. 

Russian show is called ‘Queen of 
Soades.’ Company has 48 people. 





New Playwrights 


Gustave Davidson, with the N. Y. 
‘Daily Mirror,’ and Joseph Aus- 
lander, professor at Columbia Uni- 
versity have written ‘Anything Can 
Happen.” It will be produced by 
Lee Rossum. 

Play is a drama-phantasy, due 
next month. Rossum recently left 
Max Gordon’s agency. 





Coast Openings 
Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Coast ‘Silent Witness’ opens at 
the Belasco Oct. 26, day and date 
with ‘Tonight or Never’ at the Cur- 
ran, S. F. 
Both for B. & C. 





First and opening concert of thig 
season fell to the lot of a not alto. 
gether unknown dramatic soprano, 
Frances Sebel. A friendly audience 
welcomed her in Carnegie. 

Minus fireworks, Miss Sebel’s mu- 
sicianship is much in her favor, 
From her selection groups one 
guesses she has had much experi. 
ence in oratorio and concert work, 
Her songs which travelled through 
Germany, Spain and wound up in 
America, were exceedingly well 
done, if not always brilliant, 


Miss Sebel has an interpretive 
sense and splendid diction but these 
are offset by a lack of resiliency in 
top tones, which should be less 
sharp. She hit the high spots de- 
cidedly in her Spanish numbers by 
Nin and de Falla. These she sang 
with dash and rhythm ana also 
proved that the lighter things are 
best suited to her voice. 

A first performance was the ‘Air 
to Athene’ from Hypathia, a grand 
opera in English, still in manuscript, 
based on Charles Kingsley's story, 
by Manna-Zucca. Songs by a new 
composer, Obradors, of much effec. 
tive melody. Miss Sebel shows good 
judgment in her selection of Made. 
leine Marshall for her accompanist, 
who is as well a pianist, and her 
intelligence in performing is often 
a saving grace. 

The singer wound up her evening 
with two songs in English by Her. 
bert Huges. 





In German 

The women of the cast in the 
yerman picture ‘Die Grosse Sehn- 
sucht’ at the Tobis-Vanderbilt the- 
atre, have no yen for last word 
clothes. Camilla Horn hops from 
extra into the star spot over night. 
She has looks, grace, splendid 
screen voice and at no time over- 
acts. 

At the reheaXial she wears an in- 
teresting stage frock of bouffant 
skirt of black net with rows of 
feathers; a deep girdle of spangles 
and a bodice of white satin with 
three-quarter sleeve worn on left 
arm only, one black glove is worn 
on the right hand and a head-dress 
of a tiny cap with a flowing plume 
from the side. Irma Godau, pretty, 
wears two frocks, not startling but 
in good taste; a flowered chiffon 
and at the party, a white satin 
smothered in sequins. 

The picture’s action is slow— 
music not unusual—but altogether 
in a German sense seemed to pleasé 
a fairly full house. 





Plastro’s First 


The first music novelty of this 
season was the gifted concert mas- 
ter, Michel Plastro with the Phil- 
harmonic Symphony's first concert 
at Carnegie. 

Mr. Plastro, entering in advance 
of Kleiber, the conductor, received 
tremendous applause and Kleiber’s 
warm welcome’ brought many 
bows. 

The choice for the opening pro- 
gram this season had the same 
composer as last, Weber, this time 
the overture ‘Euryanthe’ which 
lacks the sparkle and spirit of most 
Weber music. 

There was also a first prelude of 
George Philip Telleman’s ‘Tafel- 
musik.’ Telleman is known to havé 
composed at least five or 600 over- 
tures and about 40 operas. 

A new lounge at tho left of the 
hall has been provided with a loud 
speaker, for late arrivals. 

Capacity house. 





— 


Pianist From St. Louis 
At Town Hall Gottfried Galston 
of St. Louis, gave a pian recital; 
his playing was of the sensitiv® 


poetic nature, and he knows 
ivories. ne’ 
His own ‘Siliciano Chacon 


was unusually interpreted. A ge 
by Chopin earned the applause 
an attentive audience. 





New Colored Tenor 
New to New York, Rufus Gibec® 
Negro tenor, made his debut nd 
Town Hall's first recital of the sea 


son. His songs in German, — 
ali ished W 
and old Italian, finis aan folk 


group of Negro Spirituals 
songs. 

Mr. Gibson uses his sma - 
pleasingly, but owing to his 2 
vousness, he frequently ~~ gs 
pitch. The middle register brio 


(Continued on page 56) 
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As Budgets Cut 


—_—— 





Budapest, Oct. 1. 
are bracing themselves 


Theatres 
a supreme effort. Payrolls have 
to e limit in the 


: to the 

pe sidized theatres. Producers hav e 
jso cut salaries, but are spending 
aeaaty on productions. Trouw.e2 is 
that audiences’ salaries have been 
cut down too, and the national slo- 
gan of economy is applied to the 
show business in the firs place. 
How to get round this is the great 
problem of producers. Competition 
jis so keen that of the eight legit 
theatres open five brought out p-e- 
mieres of new plays in one week. 

National Theatre has ‘Dear 
Enemy, by Adorjan Bonyi. Not 
centers round a self-supporting girl 
who has a good job, which she gives 
up to the boy she loves because he 
js out of work. The boy, however, 
marries the other girl, who does not 
work and is therefore his ideal of 


state- 


first 


) 


womanhood, and the working gin i 
marries he elderly boss who has 
learned to appreciate her. This 


subject of topical interest is handle.l 
jn such an old-fashioned sentimental 
way that it will probably have no 
appeal for any other audience than 
the extremely old-fashioned, senti- 
mental and conservative type that is 
the stock audience of the Nemzeti 
theatre. Gizi Bajor in the lead is 
charming, but has not enough ac- 
tion to work upon. 

‘Autumn Crocus, the English 
comedy with a Tyrolese setting by 
B. L. Anthony, was beautifully pro- 
duced, but fails to draw big audi- 
ences. Press notices were rather 
hostile, saying it is sentimental, 
wishy-washy, typical British illus- 
trated magazine lemonade. Doesn't 
look as if it would stay. Neither 
does ‘Grand Hotel,’ which alternates 
with ‘Autumn Crocus’ at the Vig- 
szinhaz. Seems the tendency is 
against foreign plays just now. 

‘His Majesty’s Tuxedo’ is a spir- 
ited, pleasant musical comedy by 
Bekeffy and Lajtai at the Kiraly 
Theatre. Book is somewhat on the 
old-fashioned lines, with a monarch 
in gay exile as a central figure. 
Emmy Kosari, who played the lead 
in ‘Hotel Imperial’ last year, but was 
disappointed in her hopes because 
the play never came to Broadway 
is starred. Teri Fejes in the sou- 
brette part is fascinating. 


‘Butterfly’ Good 


Favarosi Operette Theatre opened 
with a beautifully staged production 
of a new musical, ‘Butterfly,’ au- 
thored by a handful of librettists: 
Szenes, Szilagyi and Kardos, with 
spirited jazz numbers by a new 
man, Joseph Kola, About a good 
girl who is a vaudeville dancer at 
night, unknown to her family whom 
she supports on the most rigidly 
Puritan lines by day. Both new op- 
erettas are good enough to be sure- 
fire successes in normal times, but 
neither of them will make money 
under present conditions. 

Kamara theatre has a Hungarian 
historical comedy, ‘Akii Miklos,’ 
hardly of any but local interest. Uj 
Szinhaz has a patriotic drama, ‘The 
Dumb Man,’ by Orbok and Bekeffy, 
the subject of which also strictly 
limits the interest to this country. 

Belvarosi theatre did not prove 
lucky in the choice of Barry Con- 
ners’ ‘Unexpected Husband’ for its 
first opening. After a fortnight’s 
Tun they have gone back to the re- 
Vival of another Barry Conners play, 
‘The Patsy.’ 

There seems to be a growing ten- 
dency in favor of the cabaret, with 
& varied program in the first half 
—— evening and a brief comedy 

running time of 80 or 90 min- 
sy oa inaugurated by Andrassy- 
of a last year. The cabarets 
; ich a number of new ones are 

Prouting out of the pavement, are 
ed full, whereas the legit stage, 

he present, looks dismal. 


ee Vienna, Oct. 1. 
Phe * theatre season has begun, 
Shése “yi one ended, in an atmos- 
A Gisicea then ne te at 
and so een theatres have reopened 
sh eaten of them will have a tough 
Will tr ing it g0. Hubert Marischka 
hetecs” bir in his two operetta 
Stadth>. teatre an der Wien and 
Stricke mpecsl to interest a poverty- 
are ets public in operetta. There 
Josefet er prospects for Reinharat's 
Volk« ‘aedtertheater and Beer's 
olkstheater, But in the state 


OWne . 
ned Burgtheater and Operathe- 


ater cS , 
mid With their $1,000,000 annual 
“8Cit, consternati eir since 
the ] ation reigns s 


. +€ague of Nations told the Aus- 
trian Gover . 
overnment it would have to 


+ 


Budapest Theatres Rush in Shows 
and Taxes Raised 








Gervais Carries On 


Paris, Oct. 1. 
Despite current slump, and having 


Wyk Buys Satire 


Julian Wylie, British producer, 
has bought ‘America, 1932,’ a satire 
on conditions in this country, for 
showing in London. Musie will be 
written into the piece, which is a 
multi-scened affair by Cora Van 
Syke, Chicago newspaperwoman. 
Wylie hopes to get it started about 
Christmas time. 

Wrvylie was in New York 


for sev- 





taken it on the chin with his Bag- 
dad restaurant the Colonial Exhibi- 
tion, Gervais is about to open an- 
other similar establishment in the 
rue St. Honore. 

Music may be under Billy Arnold 
if he doesn’t go to Cannes with the 
reduced orchestra brought back 
from Deauville, where conditions 
didn’t permit maintaining his band 


he 


at full strength. 
Also expecting a call from the 
stork in the family may make him 


prefer staying in Paris, where he 
can more easily manage his agency 


MONEY LAW KEEPING 
ACTS OUT OF HUNGARY 


Oct. 12. 

New Hungarian law, preventing 
exporting of funds, debars possibil- 
ity of foreign acts filling contracts. 

Billy Revel, American actor, 
booked through Parenna, German 
Govt agency, to play the Royal Or- 
pheum, FPudapest, during October 
at a salary of 5,000 marks, was ad- 
vised by the manager he couldn't be 
paid other than in local currency. 
Latter, pengo, cannot be exported. 

Manager offered to postpone the 
contract until the law is abrogated. 
Agent Spadoni of Parenna, in Ber- 
lin, advised Revel he couldn't post- 
pone but will cancel, insisting the 
actor pays commish on the unplay- 
ed contract and despite his loss 
from being unbooked during Oct. 


Mrs. de Vries’ U. S. Tour 


The Hague, Oct. 2. 
Mrs. Beppie de Vries, the well- 
known Dutch musical comedy star, 
is concluding her visit to her home 


Paris, 





country with her appearance in 
‘Madame de Pompadour’ at The 
Hague. 


She is sailing shortly for appear- 
ance in America. Trank Healy, the 
San Francisco manager, has also of- 
fered her an engagement in his San 
Francisco Light Opera Co. Mrs. de 
Vries has not yet closed with him. 


| Stager Hollywood Bound 


London, Oct. 3. 
When Auriol Lee has produced 
‘There’s Always Juliet,’ at the Apol- 
lo for Edna Best and Herbert Mar- 
shall, she sails for Hollywood to 
direct three talkers. 


EDITH EVANS U. S. BOUND 
London, Oct. 12. 

Edith Evans will sail on the ‘Ma- 
jestic’ Oct. 14 headed for Broadway. 
She will play the lead in ‘Lady of 
the Lamp.’ 

Miss Evans created it in the Lon- 
don production. 








cut down its budget and the Gov- 
ernment decided that it could only 
afford half the usual deficit on its 
theatre enterprises. The first plan 
was to close the Burg altogether 
and present drama and opera alter- 
nately at the Operahouse. That 
raised such a row among the in- 
telligentsia that it was decided 
merely to reduce salaries. After 
much backing and filling agree- 
ments were reached with all the 
stars, the threats of some to emi- 
grate to the United States if reduc- 


tions were insisted on, not being 
carried out. 
The real reason why the Burg- 


theater achieves such big deficits, 
though, is not the salaries paid but 
the stubborn insistence of the man- 
agement on presenting to alternate 
rows of empty and ‘papered’ seats 
pieces lacking in all box-office ap- 
peal. 

Franz Molnar’s ‘Good Fairy’ was 
shown for the first time in Vienna 
at the Josefstaedtertheater and had 
as great a success here as in Buda- 
pest. ‘The White Horse Inn’ which 
although an Austrian show WwW 


as 


presented first in London, has been | 


put on in Vienna by Marischka and 


looks in for a long run. On the 
other hand another English im- 
portation, ‘Charmeuse’ by E. Temple 
Thurston has been a flat flop at 
the Akademictheater. 

All theatre successes, howevel 


have been put in the 
public rush for tickets for the new 
UFA film, “Der Kongress Tanzt 
at the new Scala theatre. 


shade by the | 





eral weeks attending to the staging 
of ‘Good Companions’ for the Shu- 
berts. If ‘America 1932’ turns out to} 





| 

| be what is expected of it, idea is to| 

show it in New York after the | 

| London opening. | 
} 

| 


REASON ENOUG 


London, Oct. 12. 
Much complaining here about the 


salaries being paid radio artists 
| Recently considerable cutting, also, 
i which doesn’t help. 

A high fee for an average radio 


turn, now, is $20. 

It explains why the British Broad- 
casting Corp. monopoly over here 
sends out such punk air programs. 


Girl Revues in Demand 
For Far East Countries 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Great demand for American girl 
revues in Java and Sumatra, as well 
as in China, Japan and India. 

Girl musical acts also wanted, 
although it is warned that the 
girls must be musically versatile 
and double, as the heat has terrific- 
ally negative effect on all string in- 
struments. 

tate of exchange, which makes 
the American $1 worth 4% in China, 
confuses acts traveling from Japan 
to China, They are warned to 
watch that on making contracts 
which are paid off in Chinese cur- 
rency. 


In Paris 
Paris, Oct. 1. 
Bordette Cleveland, Molly Spotted 
Elk, Harold Bauer, Reginald Wright 
Kauffman. 


Anderson Staging 
London, Oct. 12. 

R. H. Gillespie has practically 
signed John Murray Anderson 
(American), to produce the next 
Hippodrome spectacle for Moss Em- 
pires. 

Most of the skits 
written by Billy Wells. 
is engaged. 


are being 
Bianie Hale 


Body-Snatching Plot for Doubtful 
Play in London—Two Others New 











) >ct. 12. 
Dutch Opera Prospers London, Oct. 12. _ 
: 7 Robert Sherwood’s American play, 
rhe Hague, Oct. 3. | «phe Queen's Husband,’ opened at 
Notwithstanding the slump, some@ls.. a, jpnacead (rs and was favorably 
“ays ; i Gays ‘ me yet : : Hol plaice Atmoa auors ana Was é re 5 
Ng operas are being siven in 120% received. Looks like it will get a 
land. At Amsterdam a Dutch op- ijrun, despite that it’s already been 


eretta company at the Theatre Carre 


NOT SINGLE ROME LEGIT, 
AND NONE IN PROSPECT 


Rome, Oct. 1, 
The Umberto Variety Hall has re- 
opened with a topical skit, ‘Marcu 


Aurelius’; the Adriano has a re- 
view followed by a general variety 
program, and the Prince’s theatre 


also runs variety. The legitimate 
drama theatres are all closed still, 


and there is not a new play in town. 
Nor the sign of one, for the matter 
of that, though it is reported that 
Sam Benelli is working on a new 
piece, 

Picture houses showing mostly old 
stuff, though Cinema Corso Theatre 
has just opened for the new season 
with ‘Fra Diavolo,’ an all-Italian 
talker made in the Cines studios in 
Rome, Pittaluga’s creation. Star is 
Tino Pattiera of the Metropolitan 
of New York. Company is cosmo- 
politan, including Madeleine Bre- 
ville and Pierre Magnier, French ac- 
tors, while the director is the Italian 
Mario Bonnard. 


‘Sacred Flame’ in Paris 


Oct. 4. 
play, “Sa- 


Paris, 

Somerset Maugham’'s 
cred Flame,” in an Europeanized 
adaptation retitled ‘Cyclone,’ has 
been produced at the Ambassadeurs, 
using a picture prolog. 

It’s well acted, well produced and 
is a hit. 


—_——___ 


Julian Schlesinger Due 
Capetown, Oct. 12. 
Julian Schlesinger, director of 
African Theatres, is on his way to 
New York, having left here Friday 
(9) on the Winchester Castle. 





He'll stop off in London. 





London Show World 





London, Oct. 1. 
London legit openings this week 
are few. Most important are ‘Eliza- 
beth of England,’ at the Cambridge, 


and ‘Blue Sky Beyond,’ at the 
Vaudeville. 
Last named had a deservedly 


poor reception. It’s feeble stuff and 
doesn't look like a run. 

Otherwise revivals keep up the 
diary, 

Vaudeville situation is fairly good, 


with Palladium, Dominion, and 
Victoria Palace doing fairly well. 


Jeanette Macdonald, at the Domin- 
ion, changed her program slightly 
for her second week, and seems 
set. 


Butt Gives Up Project 

Sir Alfred Butt’s $2,500,000 thea- 
tre in Mayfair is not to be built after 
all—for some years, anyway. His 
scheme depended on a road-widen- 
ing proposal by the local council 
being put through, but the authori- 
ties have decided to shelve the pro- 
ject, which would have involved 
| $1,000,000, in view of the national] 
l|economy campaign. 


Gaiety ‘Splurge’ 


‘Important’ announcément was 
ade here that the George Ed- 





n 

wardes days will be revived at the 
| Gaiety. To this end Stanley Lupino 
| would write the book for the first 
show, Noel Gay ‘might’ be selected 





to supply the score, while Jessie 
| Matthews, Sonnie Hale, and Stan- 
j ley Lupino were described in the 


| tabs as the three principals. 
| Compare this layout to the 
George Edwardes bunch of 25 vea 
igo and you get some idea of thé 
t's importance. 
All Wrong 


No looks 


j ‘Fifty Million Frenchmen’ in 


as if the try-out of | 





will be the pay-off for the 
Extreme dissatisfaction was 
the work of Edgar 
came over to pro- 


cow 
show. 
expressed at 
Wooley, who 
duce it. 

They did not like Hal Skelly, 
the two Jewish characters were 
changed to Yorkshire, and Arthur 
Wimperis, a highbrow revue writer, 
was called in to put ‘class’ into the 
entertainment. There is some talk 
of having Edwin Styles replace 
Skelly, failing which Jack Hulbert 
is being considered, 

West End Bust 

Worst failure in the West End 
for years was scored last week by 
‘Marriage a la Carte,’ at the Prince 
of Wales. 

Show was put on by an ex-film 
man, Harry Harrison, who guaran- 
teed to run it for three weeks, It 
did eight performances and folded. 

When the show came off most of 
the cast were unpaid, and there 
had even been trouble about the 
electric light bill. 

Tearles Apart 

It will be news to the entire show 
world that Godfrey Tearle and his 
wife, Mary Malone, will no longer 
act together. They trouped as a 
pair for well up to 30 years. No 
reason is given for the sudden 


change, 


Vaudeville 29th ‘Blue Sky 


Kenneth 


seyonad 


by Kent, actor in cast 
supporting Isobel Elsom, is a typical 
theatrical play of painter's studio 
| hovering between Cornwall and 
Hampstead and quite unconvincing 
Says Edgar Wallace: ‘I am one 
author who is not going to Holly- 
wood with any idea of revolution 


(Continued on page 56) 


here as a film. 

gave a Dutch version of the German | Piece is presented by Maurice 
musical comedy, Im Weissen | Colbourne and Barry Jones, English 
Roessl.’ Public is enthusiastic, | actors, who act brilliantly in it. It's 
critics warm and box office hot. la cinch for discerning playgoers. 

The Wagner Association at Am | ‘The Anatomist’ at the West- 
sterdam plans Moussorgski’s ‘Boris| »inster theatre is a rather heavily 
Godounoff,, which has not vos be ritten costume play dealing with 
staged in Holland as yet, though the ancient pastime of body-snatch- 
parts of it have been heard. Theling yy nry Ain'ey plays the title 
Association has closed with the en- | role skilfully and his name counts 
semble of the ‘Opera Russe’ for/ here, so it may run a few weeks. 
Amsterdam in November and Fedor| put it has the distant location of 
Chaliapin will sing the title rele. the theatre and the ponderousness 


of dialog to combat. 
the play is one in 
which Ainley does not appear which 


sest scene in 


shows two bodysnatchers at work 
with a pretty girl, whom they dope 
with gin in order to ultimately sell 
her dead body for $60. 
Artless Farce 

‘For the Love of Mike,’ an artless 
musical farce with Bobby Howes, 
opened the New Saville theatre. It’s 
slapstick foolery without a chorus 
and only moderate tunes, although 
the general reception was favorable 
and it will probably get a run. 

‘Vile Bodies’ is at the Arts the- 
atre, It's a dramatization of Evelyn 





Waugh’'s novel, previously banned 
on the stage and still banned for 
general production, with nobody 
likely to miss much. Athole Stew- 
art heads a competent cast, but 
general impression is that the show 
is disjointed and merely clever. 


CANADIAN $ AT 80c, 
LOEW PAYS OFF 50-50 


Acts playing RKO’s two Canadian 
road show weeks, Winnipeg and 
Vancouver, are losing 20¢ on the 
dollar,.due to the Canadian dollar’s 
present status, It’s worth around 
80c American. 

A clause in RKO’s booking con- 
tract covering the payoff in Canada 
provides for payment of acts sala- 
ries in Canadian money while in 
that country. 

Due to a ruling by the V. M. A., 
Loew's, whose vaudeville contract 
doesn’t cover the Canadian point, 
that circuit is obliged to pay its 
Montreal acts half in American and 
half in Canadian currency. This 
ruling was made last week follow- 
ing a complaint filed by Bert Gor- 
don, who played for Loew’s in Mon- 
treal and was paid off in Canadian 
dollars. 

V. M. A.’s decision provides for 
advance of 50% of their salary to 
Loew acts in Montreal. This can 
be drawn on the opening day cr 
later and is payable in Canadian 
money. It enables the acts to pay 
their Montreal bills and expenses 
with native paper at its face value. 
The other half of the salary, in 
American money, is collectable at 
the end of the engagement. 

Most of the small Canadian indies 
booked in New York or elsewhere 
in the U. S. are paying off in Cana- 
dian, with the 20% loss necessary 
for all acts now playing these dates 
in Canada, if exchanging into VU. 8S. 
currency. 











French Actors at Hague 


The Hague, Oct. 12. 

Foreigners continue strong in the 
amusement world here this week. 
French company of actors from the 
state owned Odeon Theatre. head 
the group in ‘Poupette,’ by Germain. 

Here are Balbina Braina, Russian 
pianist; Nicolai Orloff, Colette 
Wyss, Swiss soprano; and Kerttu 
Wanne, Finnish violinist. 








Revivals at Daly's 
London, Oct. 2. 
‘Kitty Grey’ and ‘La Poupee’ are 
to be revived at Daly's at the con- 





clusion of ‘A Country Girl,’ now 
current. 
Weather 
London, Oct. 12 

London got first fog of the 
season, 

With weather turning cold all} 
‘theatres experienced a@ spurt ja 


| business. 
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Plays Out of Town 





EAST WIND 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 6. 
Schwab & Mandel present a new operetta 
In two acts and 18 scenes, by Oscar Ham- 
merstein 24 and Frank Mandel. Music by 


Sigmund Romberg. J. Harold Murray. 
Charlotte Lansing and Joe Penner featured, 
and other principals Greek Evans, William 
Williams, Denn'e Meore, Vera Marsh. Ahi 
Jules Epailiy, the Four Mulien Sisters, the 
Pearl Twins and Raymond Bramley. At 
the Nixon for one weet at $41.40 top. 


T.ooks like Schwab & Mandel have 
a worthy successor to “The New 
Moon,” for ‘East Wind’ shapes up 
like a hit. Needs some fixing, of 
course, but not much, for curtain 
was down here opening night at 
11:20, something of a record for a 
local premier. Tightening up of a 
few spots apparently all that’s nec- 
essary, and on Broadway this one 
should have smooth sailing. 


It's asking too much for an ope- 
ratic plot to be anything but the 
stereotyped, and ‘East Wind’ is no 
exception; but it does have every- 
thing else, and that everything else 
is enough. For one thing, it has one 
of Rombere’s best scores, a score 
that embraces the usual Romberg 
seale, from stirring march numbers 


to haunting ballads. For another 
thing, it pays more attention to 
comedy’ than most shows of this 


type, and the comedy is consistently 
of a high order. What is more, pro- 
duction is colorful, beautifully set 
and costumed, and sung by princi- 
pals who know their business. 

‘Mast Wind’ moves from Paris to 
Indo-China and back again, and 
opens up plenty of opportunities for 
Romberg. to spread himself. His 
‘East Wind,’ the show’s big number, 
comes early in the first act, and J. 
Harold Murray gives it everything, 
backed up by a splendid singing 
chorus to tie things into a knot. 
Opening night, Murray on this num- 
ber alone took five bows and mob 
was still pounding its mitts for 
more. Romberg comes right back 
with ‘You Are My Woman,’ also 
easy pickings for Murray and a 
sweet ballad on the ‘Deep in My 
Heart’ order; ‘I'd Be a Fool,’ sung 


to good advantage by Charlotte 
Lansing: a baritone-tenor duet, 
‘When the Heart Is Young,’ which 


is a natural for Murray and Greek 

Prm@vans, and a great tune called 
‘Wonderful World,’ which is plugged 
plenty. 


There’s another thing about this 
‘East Wind.’ In addition to having 
voices, its people can act. Murray 
is close to being the finest singing 
actor on the stage today, and with 
his hair graying since last around 
in ‘Rio Rita,’ he has taken on an 
additional dignity. He has never 
been in better form, and he gives 
every song and dramatic situation 
@ punch that few others of his type 
could get across, Miss Lansing, too, 
can act, and her scenes with Mur- 
ray are invariably well done, more 
on the order of the stuff one expects 
on the dramatic stage. 


Then again, if ‘East Wind’ does 
nothing else, it establishes Joe Pen- 
ner as a comedian to be reckoned 
with. Penner for the past six years 
has been knocking around in pic- 
ture-house presentations, shorts, 
vaude and revues, but this is his 
first book show, and he lands right 
side up. He has always been a 
favorite around here, and his open- 
ing reception held things up for a 
couple of minutes. Same thing hap- 
pened on a couple of other occa- 
sions. That funny little walk and 
that cracked voice are assets to his 
role, that of an elephant dealer in 
Indo-China who gets put on the spot 
by a gang of Orientals for selling 
them a fake white elephant, and he 
squeezes everything out of the part. 


Opposite Penner for comedy is 
cute Vera Marsh in her third 
Schwab & Mandel show (other two 
were ‘America’s Sweetheart’ and 
‘Free for All’), and, to a lesser de- 
gree, Dennie Moore. 3oth of them 
got over, particularly Miss Marsh, 
who has more to do and her com- 
edy song-and-dance number with 
Penner, ‘These Tropics,’ represents 
a clever bit of work. Penner also 
has a solo to his elephant, ‘Minnie,’ 
which has sort of a Gilbert-Sullivan 
flavor, although not quite up to his 
‘Tropics’ bit. This show makes him, 
that much is certain, and it won't 
hurt Miss Marsh either. 

Story has to do with a girl reared 
in a convent who at last is sent for 
by her father in Indo-China. She 
falls in love and marries a young 
rounder who goes native over a 
halft-caste nautch dancer and then 
learns that her husband's brother, 
an officer in the Legion, is in love 
with her. Gal decides that if her 
better half wants to go to the dogs, 
she'll go there with him, and she 
dues. 

There’s a swell bit of staging in 
the second act that reveais a stage 
within a stage. The Chinese gal is 
to open in her new ballet in Paris, 
and you see her doing her stuff and 
then slipping out into the wings— 
the backstage within the stage is in 
view of the audience—to find’ her 
lover waiting for her. He accuses 
her of unfaithfulness, and in a 
scuffle she shoots him down, rushes 

eX onto the stage to finish her 
ance and plunges a dagger into her 


able following 


J. Jeans 


heart. That brings down the cur- 
tain on stage No. 2. The manager 
in the wings is frantic, and, to keep 
the audience qviet, he sends Penner 
out in one to keep things moving. 


That finishes the scene, and it's 
swell stuff. 
After her husband’s murder, the 


heroine goes to the dogs in a big 
way; her brother-in-law comes back 
from the front temporarily blinded, 
but finally finds her in a Marseilles 
sailor’s dive for the happy ending. 

There’s plenty of heavy drama all 
the way through, but it’s well acted. 
Ahi, Chinese dancer formerly of 
vaude, does nicely both in acting 
and dancing, and her ‘hootch’ num- 
ber in the first act is plenty warm, 
with Bobby Connolly backing it up 


later with a line of hip-flinging 
chorines. Pearl Twins have but one 
spot and over nicely, while Four 


Mullen Sisters furnish a pretty har- 
mony background on several occa- 
sions. William Williams, as the 
bird who goes native, also shapes 
up well, and his duet with Miss 
Lansing, ‘I Saw Your Eves,’ is en- 
joyable. Cohen. 


Philadelphi l, 
‘Lean Harvest,’ London imporia- 
tion by McGowan & Reed, of which 
much had been expected, was dis- 
closed at the Walnut Street theatre 


Oct. @ 


last week. 
Elaborately produced — with a 
double revoiving stage featured— 


and aided by the presence of Leslie 


Banks, who has gained a consider- 
here through ‘The 
Infinite Shoeblack’ and ‘Man in 
Possession.’ This piece by Ronald 
which ran for several 
months in London, seemed likely to 
break the alarming string of light- 
weight straight plays sent to Philly 
to open the season. Critical opin- 
ion was mixed with the unfavorable 
being slightly in the majority. 
‘Lean Harvest’ has several handi- 
caps to overcome and one of them 
is that it is another of those Brit- 
ish plays that is so very British as 
to be at times beyond the enjoy- 
ment of the average American audi- 
ence. It is not the usual jovial Lon- 
don drawing room comedy, full of 
smartly sophisticated lines which 
gets at least a limited down stairs 
draw over here. And, finally, the 
theme is by no means new, nor is 
its execution any newer. 

Mr. Jeans’ drama concerns a 
young man of the middle or lower 
classes who, through perseverance 
and ambition, finally gets a job that 
leads him eventually to ‘real money.’ 
In his pursuance of a _ successful 
career, he passes up a sweetheart 
of his youth and marries the gir! 
whom he thinks will help him in his 
advancement. Once ‘up,’ he _ be- 
comes money mad and neglects his 
home for business. Quite naturally, 
the wife looks for other diversions. 

In the last act, at the time when 
the hero has apparently achieved 
real monetary power, his nerves 
and his brain and his physical ap- 
paratus crack under the strain, and 
he eventually (though off-stage) 
succumbs, 


This short summary may hardly 
be said to give full credit to many 
of its values. The first act is far 
too long and for the most part dull, 
although there are moments in the 
final scenes which have a nice light 
comedy touch. The second act also 
starts stodgily, but gains impetus 
through a dream scene in which the 
money made hero dreams of the 
existence which he might have had 
with the sweetheart of his child- 
hood. This scene, tinged with the 
ironic and the fantastic, 
some of the imagery and beauty 
that were a part of ‘A Beggar on 
Horse Back.’ It is followed, too, by 
a touching interlude depicting the 
temporary reconciliation of man 
and wife when the former tries to 
explain why it is a husband can- 
not always express himself in ar- 
dent and glowing terms. 

The last act contains the ‘big 
scene,’ ie., the bit that shows the 
riches-chaser breaking up. Cun- 
ningly staged with a spotlight on 
the unfortunate man, and a bedlam 
of noises supposed to represent the 
irritating sources of his break-down, 
this scene is highly effective theat- 
rically without, really, fitting into 
the spirit of the rest of the play. 

A return to irony is reached in 
the final scene, which takes place 
after his death and shows his al- 
ways-struggling brother told of his 
inheritance, and all set to launch 
on the very same course that caused 
the other's unhappiness and death. 

Banks, after a first act that added 
little to his reputation. gives a very 
creditable and increasingly power- 
ful portrayal of the man who sac- 
rificed wife, content and finally his 
life in the pursuit of ambition. Nigel 
Bruce, who also played in the piece 
ir England, stole the earlier sections 
of the play and was always excel- 
lent. Patricia Calvert and Vera 
Allen give sincere and legitimate 
performances of the leading femi- 
nine roles. 





‘Lean Harvest’ really needs no re- 
volving stage and why the manage- 


captures 








ment is making so much ado about 
having a double one, is hard to ex- 
plain. The play got along in Lon- 
don without this mechanical aid and 
can well do so over here. 

Despite nice performances and 
generally effective staging by Jo- 
seph Verner Reed, ‘Lean Harvest’ 
inipresses as doubtful in this year 
of many flops. Waters. 


GIRL CRAZY 


(Chicago) 
Chicago, Oct. 9. 

All the original scenery and pro- 
duction, plus 60% of the chorus, bit 
actors, and the same orchestra lead- 
er, were imported from New York 
along with a new group of princi- 
pals. Production was leased from 
Aarons & Freedley on royalty and 
after a fairly prosperous break-in 
week at $3.85 in Milwaukee comes 
to the Garrick at the prevailing 
Chicago top of $3. 

‘Girl Crazy’ got good notices from 
the dailies, but that means less in 
Chicago than elsewhere, as the pub- 
lic picks for itself. Chief asset of 
the production and favoring mod- 
erate longevity is its economical 


hook-up with the principals on 
nominal guarantees against per- 
centages if reaching the higher 


brackets, 

But along with the economy prac- 
ticed by Gregory Ratoff. acting on 
behalf of the unidentified Mr. Mor- 
ris, who supplied the mazuma, there 
is a lack of quality, a weakness 
amounting to anemia in those im- 
portant details that hold a musical 
production together. And the chorus 
is the least attractive of the four 
now in Chicago. 

Blossom Seeley and Benny Rubin 
carry the show and command the 
top. billing. Miss Seeley’s long 
trouping experience was a citadel of 
strength in this book role. At that 
she never had a song in all her 
vaudeville acts that wasn't better 
than everything she had to work 
with outside of ‘I Got Rhythmn.’ 
Both Miss Seeley and Benny Fields 
could have helped things a lot if 
interpolating some of their trunk- 
full of vaudeville-certified material. 
Benny Rubin was permitted to in- 
ject one or two small bits of his 
own stuff and, again, the show 
would have been vastly improved by 
sacrificing some of its dull and un- 
essential stuff to allow Rubin to do 
more. 

Benny Fields surprised in the 
part played in New York by Wil- 
liam Kent. This was certainly a 
new field for Fields. Seeley and 
Fields, in the right parts and with 
more latitude, are a bet for produc- 
tion. 

Allen Kearns, Frances Upton, and 
Donald Foster form the romantic 
triangle, first two getting billing. 
As a producer, Gregory Ratoff is 
not in this instance distinguished. 
He has brought Chicago a pretty 
emaciated version. Land. 


STELLA BRADY 


Providence, Oct. 9. 
‘Stella Brady,’ a play in three acts. 
Written by James Montgomery and staged 
by Charles Dillingham at the Carlton the- 
atre, Providence, Thursday, Oct. 8, with 
the following cast: 
Thomas Madison.. 








e+-Lynne Overman 
Stephen Adams... ecoeee-RODert Ober 
Ramon Ricardo.ccccececess..Cosar Romero 
Allan Johnson...cccessees- Mackenzie Ward 
Judge Sinclair...ccccceeee.-Charles Angelo 
Hammond.....ccccccccsees-rrank Allworth 
McIntyre....cccccccecseese. walter F. Scott 
Mr. Polson...ccccccseess-Frederick Roland 
Taxi Starter....ccosees+s..William Friend 
Dr. Myers.......ceceee. We Messenger Bellis 
Neil Madison’s Valet.....Edw. J. Mackay 
Stella Brady...... cccccccceevanet Megrew 
Mrs. Holcombe-Curtis......... Hilda Spone 
Marie. her maid....ceoees Eleanor Sinclair 

Night club guests and other characters 
by: Helen Kaiser, Virginia Lolyd. Marie 
Lavezzo, Betty Darling, Ward M. French, 
Wilburn Riviere, William Stone. 









Considering the fact that this 
new play is from the pen of James 
Montgomery and that it was to be 
enacted by a cast of well known 
Broadway stars, results are disap- 
pointing. 

Just how far ‘Stella Brady’ will 

(Continued on Page 63) 


FOREIGN REVIEW 


La Revue Du Canard 


(‘Newsy Review’) 


A revue with music, produced at the 
Folies Wagram, Paris, by Rose. Authored 
by Andre Dahl, Maurice Marchal, Pierre 


Benard, and Jules Rivet. Starring Mar- 
guerite Moreno, Tramel and Pasquali. 


‘Canard,’ which means a duck, 
also means a wild yarn, and a kind 
of newspaper that publishes same. 

Idea is that the revue consists of 
sketches telling tales about current 
events. It is innocuous and unpre- 
tentious. 

Tramel in one of the sketches 
impersonates Oscar Dufrenne, one 


of the producers of the next door! 


empire vaude house. Pasquali has 
a Charlie Chaplin scene, and also 
disguises himself as one of the old 
women ushers on the Opera 
Comique. 

Deauville’s flop is alluded to, with 
two actors representing the only 
bathers there. 


she comes back from pictures. 

There is, of course, a Colonial Ex- 

hibition sketch, All strictly local. 
Mari, 














aie Plays on Broadway 


———=$—=3 





THE GUEST ROOM 


Comedy in 
Mansfield Oct. 6 by Carol Sax; written by 
Arthur Wilmurt; Helen Lowell featured; 
staged by the presenter. 


Willard Simms.....cccccsece ..-Otto Hulett 
A ee Beverly Sitgreaves 
Janet Fairley......... eeeeeee-JO0QN Kenyon 
Charlotte Powers...........+-Helen Lowell 
Mrs. Lessing......- eeecgerete Joan Gordon 
Mr. Le@SSiNg......0. eeedae Herbert Warren 
MAry.écicccces 6b ¥oees enc Wdmonia Nolley 

A talky play with no change of 


pace and but a few grains ot diver- 
sion. New manager is off to a bad 
start, 

Carol Sax started in Paris sum- 
mer before last, taking over an 
American company with the idea 
of establishing an American the- 
atre. It flopped. Fact that there 
was trouble with a player or two 
attracted attention in professional 
circles. Sax is an Iowan who stu- 
died something or other at the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky. He estab- 
lished a little theatre there and that 
explains his stage urge. 

‘The Guest Room’ had the orig- 
inal title of ‘Lottie Gathers No 
Moss’ or something akin. Lottie 
is a mature spinster aunt and 
strictly a pain in the neck, That 
for all whom she comes in 
contact with. At the start another 
old gal has just been buried and it 
is inferred Lottie pestered her to 
death. The house is willed to some- 
one else and Lottie goes to visit 
Mrs. Martin despite the fact that 
old lady makes it clear she enjoys 
living alone. Because of Aunt 
Lottie, Janet had hesitated wedding 
Willard Simms, who, despite his af- 
fection, declares Lottie can never 
live with them. 

Lottie’s visit to the Martin home 
has extended a year and Mrs. Mar- 


zoes 


tin is nearly a pyscopathic case, 
Lottie irritating the works. Mrs. 


Martin’s married daughter frankly 
tells Lottie she must go elsewhere 
and when Janet takes her in, Wil- 
lard accepts a six months assign- 
ment to South America. Upon his 
return, Lottie is offended and it is 
only when Janet realizes the sel- 
fish motives of her aunt who would 
like to see the young couple sepa- 
rated so that she can feather her 
own nest, the young matron agrees 
with her young hubby that they 
cannot be happy with Lottie about. 
At the curtain the poor pest is on 
her way to annoy still another old 
lady. 

There may be women like Aunt 
Lottie, but it is not reasonable to 
expect such a bore to supply 
amusement on the stage for three 
acts. Maybe the idea is more ap- 
plicable to drama than comedy. As 
it is the character is almost as tire- 
some to audiences as she is sup- 
posed to be to the play’s charac- 
ters, 

Helen Lowell is Lottie. She is 
suited to the part in stature, age 
and so forth. Granted she gives an 
excellent impersonation of stupid, 
insistent old maid, that does not 
make up for the absence of diver- 
sion in the play. Miss Lowell does 
her job well enough, maybe too 
well. Her Lottie submerges the 
cast, but Beverly Sitgraves is true 
to type as the other ancient lass, 
Mrs. Martin. Noticed in the short 
cast was Herbert Warren, once the 
chief support of Valerie Bergere 
— sketches were part of vaude- 
ville. 

There is an occasional smart line 
but no more. Little chance other 
than cut rates. Ibee. 


LEFT BANK 





Comedy drama in three acts by Elmer 
Rice, presented and staged by the au- 
thor, at the Little, Oct. 5. Featured: 


Katherine Alexander, 


Donal: . € 
Claire Shelby 1 MacDonald. 


Katherine Alexander 







John Shelby. TULTL TTT Tie Horace Braham 
‘Alan B’octer.... eevees..Cledge Roberts 
Claude ... eros. Alfed A, lesse 


Waldo Lynde. -Donald MacDonald 


ee ee 





Susie Lynde.. Millicent Gree 
Lillian Garfield....... ++++-Merle Maddern 
co | rrr eeeeeeesFred Herrick 
Joe | Peer eeeecceeeseess Murray Alpe 
Dorothy BEERS 60 6664660006000 "Saaner 
Gustave Jensen.......0000..A. L. Bartolot 
Sonya Darachek bibeeees eoee-Tamara Nicoll 
Miriam Van Diesen........M. Dorothy Day 
Willard Simmons.......... Edward Downes 
BO ND io v054 i. 6 ide ved b ok Janet Cool 

With an almost perfect set of 
puppets, with a clear purpose in 


mind and with seemingly a perfect 
knowledge of Paris life, Elmer Rice 
brings his new play forth under his 
own management. That it’s not an 
entirely satisfactory piece of work 
is not so much his fault as the fault 
of the subject matter. Rice gets 
about 4s much out of it as he could, 
it S acted as well as can be by a 
fine cast and, with the exception of 
one very much out of place scene in 
the second act it rings true from a 
character portrayal standpoint. But 
because of the remoteness of the 
subject matter and because of an 
inclination to get literary and high 
hat, it will get no more than mod- 
erate money. 
One thing can be said for Rice 

he is the first of the several writer- 
preducer-directors this season to 


Marguerite Moreno | cet away with the triplicate assien- 
is good again on the stage where | ment. 


He doesn't 
himself for a minute. 
thing. 


stumble over 
That's some- 
Also, the suspicion is there 


that he even carried his authority 
Ray- 


into the one set credited to 





three acts presented at the 





mond Sovey. It’s a perfect copy ot 
a Paris hotel bedroom, even unto 
the trick light switches and the in. 
evitable bidet. Sovey admitted in 
the lobby during intermission that 
he had never been in Paris. 

Rice starts with a terrific handi- 
cap in this play by the story he has 
to tell. He has two married couples 
and wants them to switch mates 
Before the switch is accomplished, 


‘ali four cheat on each other. Now 
. 


no matter how you tell that story 
or how tony or literary you make 
it, it’s still a musical comedy plot 
that has nothing for the box office. 

But Rice manages to make it 
more or less acceptable, despite he 
takes it seriously. What helps ig 
that he knows his people. John 
Shelby as the expatriate scribbler 
who prattles about ‘freedom’ and 
hates ‘Babbitts’ has a counterpart 
many times in Paris. His wife, 
Claire, who used to be a rebel with 
him but would now like to get back 
to a healthy Westchester County 
cottage, is correctly drawn to life, 
Same for Waldo and Susie Lynde, 
a couple of middle-westerners who 
are fairly well to do and seeing 
Paris. tice knows his characters, 
making them sound real and true, 

One place where Rice gets off, 
and pretty far off is in the second 
act where he has a bunch of drunk- 


ards breaking in for a party. May- 
be that’s a party that is possible 
in Greenwich Village, but more 


likely it fits Ann Arbor, Mich, Way 
off for Paris. 

From an acting standpoint, Rice 
gets all the help he can possibly ex- 
pect. Katherine Alexander is good 
as the giri who yearns for her home 
back in America and Donald Mac- 
Donald makes the middle western 
who doesn’t like modern methods, 
likeable. 

Better than all is. Horace Braham 
as the cock-sure young scribbler 
and expatriate. It’s perfect acting 
from the standpoint of anyone who 
has seen this same sort of person 
in action at the Dome or Coupole. 
Unfortunately, though, it’s going to 
look theatrical and affected to those 
who don’t know the type. It's that 
kind of a role. In smaller parts 
Alfred Hesse and Merle Maddern 
are excellent and Millicent Green, 
while not good, is not bad. She's 
better as the evening goes along, 
which may mean hat she'll 
straighten out after a couple of per- 
formances. 

What is sums down to is that 
Rice wanted to show a picture of 
American life in the Latin Quarter 
of Paris and has. It’s a good pho- 
tographic picture. But, unfortune 
ately, it’s the kind of picture that’s 
good only for those who recognize 
it. For those who don’t it’s bound 
to seem theatrical and untrue, and 
not especially amusing. Kauf. 


THE FATHER 


Drama in three acts revived at the 49th 
Street, Oct. . by Lee Shubert; written by 
August Strindberg; staged by Robert 
Loraine and Malcolm Morley; Loraine, 
Haidee Wright and Dorothy Dix featurde; 
same for J. M. Barrie's playlet ‘Barbara’e 
Wedding,’ curtain raiser. 





AdO!plt ceccccceccceceseees- Robert Loraine 
Pastor eh oe 00000eeeeodeeeysoteereee mara 
MIE. cvcscvccdscddeceecsessckQrey, arene 
TAUrA o.ee- ADEE, 


Dr. Ostermark. ceseeeeees Lawrence Hanray 
Margaret .....+. ...-Haidee Wright 
Bertha c.ccccccsese ...Maisie Darrell 


BARBARA'S WEDDING 


The Colomel..ceccceccsese ...Robert Loraine 
Dering m Barrie Livesay 










Barbara ..cccocccccccsees+ Winifred Wynne 
Pare RRA TONING 
ee re ; sbiewes ers Colin Cardew 
Granny 6650060 6606000008 Haidee Wright 

This company imported from 


London for the revival of Strind- 
bere’s ‘The Father,’ cannot possi- 
bly lighten the somberness of 4 
somber young season. But the 
Shuberts have to try to keep their 
theatres open. Even with the scale 
at $2.50 top, a brief engagement in- 
dicated. 

Even the sponsors of the revival 
appear to have no special expecta- 
tion of success, as indicated the 
billing‘of Barrie's short playlet, Bar- 
bara’s Wedding’ over the Strind- 
berg play. The curtain raiser was 
but mildly received. 

‘The Father’ is a study of a man 
going out of his mind over his un- 


certainty after 17 years whether he 
is the father o¢ his own child. 
Adolph is a scientist, a man of men- 
tal strength. The vigor of his 
brain is sapped by his calculating 
wife, Laura, who points out that 
the paternity of a child can not be 
postively determined. That she 
says, applies to their Rertha and 


she suggests she might have been 


unfaithful. 

The quarrel between this couple 
in a Swedish town is not a matter 
of sex, but concerns the education 
of the child. The nurse believes in 
witchcraft, the mother has set het 
mind on a certain course, while the 
father wants the girl to be sent to 


a boarding school. : 
yhere O 


In the forbidding atmos] — 
the astronomer’s home, some fall 
Strindberg’s brilliant shatts ‘ 


4 Sent “ven 
from the lips of Polka Adoip!. we 
though ‘The Father’ is a 45-year sh 
play, those comments remain ire 


(Continu i on page 63) 
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Still No Standout in New Dramas 
Or Comedies, Native or Foreign 





The new season, still unproduc- 
tive of a hit drama or conmredy, may 
alibi with the claim of poor play- 
wrighting material. But that does 
not apply only to American produc- 
tion. There has been a fair per- 
centage of imported plays, none of 
which has made the grade. 

of the British contingent ‘The 
Good Companions,’ a London smash, 
appears to be the leading disap- 
pointment and there are various 
reasons ascribed. For its first full 
week at the 44th Street the approxi- 
mate takings were $13,000, mediocre 
for a house of such capacity. 

That the critics are not to blame 
js indicated by the rather light 
draw of ‘Payment Deferred’ which 
won distinctly favorable mention. 
A gross around $8,000 for its first 
full week is probably profitable but 
comparatively mild over here, ‘The 
Breadwinner’ for which even more 
was expected because of the author- 
ship (Maugham) is likewise getting 
tepid money, with -an_ indicated 
$7,000 gait. Last week a revival of 


‘The Father’ with an all-English 
east was respectfully viewed but 
tickets were quickly shunted into 


cut rates, despite the low admission 
scale. 

‘Left Bank, appears to have the 
best chance of last week’s card, it 
getting well over $8,000 in the lim- 
ited capacity Little; ‘The Guest 
Room,’ maybe $3,000 in seven times 
at the Biltmore; ‘Divorce Me, Dear’ 
opened and closed at the Avon; 
‘The Enemy Within,’ Hudson, ditto; 
‘Two Seconds’ was a Friday opening 
at the Ritz: revival of ‘Streets of 
New York’ very well received at the 
48th Street, but only on for a week; 
revival of ‘The Geisha’ not as good 
as its predecessors at Erlanger’s. 

Next week at least eight new at- 
tractions carded: ‘Here Goes the 
Bride,’ Chanin’s 46th Street; ‘Won- 
der Boy,’ Alvin; ‘The Sex Fable,’ 
Miller; ‘Chauve-Souris,’ Ambassa- 
dor; ‘The Social Register,’ Fulton; 
‘The Roof,’ Hopkins; ‘The Improper 
Duchess,’ probably the Morosco, 
with ‘Cloudy With Showers’ moving 
to the Masque; ‘No More Frontiers,’ 
Provincetown; revival of ‘Pirates 
of Penzance,’ Erlanger’s; ‘Unknown 
Warrior,’ special matinees, Morosco. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘After Tomorrow,’ John Golden 
(8th week) (CD-900-$3). With house 
and show under same management, 
light grosses make for even break; 
about $6,500, 

‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ Globe (ist 
week) (O-1,416-$5). Presented by 
Max Gordon in association with Er- 
langer’s; first operetta of season; 
score outstanding at tryouts; opens 
Thursday (15). 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (ist 
week) (CD-984-$3). Presented by 
William A. Brady; adapted from the 
Hungarian by the Hattons; opened 
Monday. 

‘Cloudy With Showers,’ Morosco 
(7th week) (C-893-$3). Comedy 
among a welter of serious plays 
should be doing better; making 
some profit at $8,000 to $9,000. 

‘Divorce Me, Dear,’ Avon. Was 
taken off Saturday; notices adverse; 
played five days. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert 
(Ist week) (M-1,395-$3). Presented 
by the Shuberts, their first musical 
this season; in and out reports from 
road; probably explains reduced 
Scale; opens tonight (13). 

‘Follies,’ Ziegfeld (16th week) (R- 
1,622-$5.50). Although lively in 
agencies and rated highly, trade has 
been off lately; estimated over $35,- 
000 last week. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ National (50th 
week) (D-1,164-$4.40). Holdover 
nearing year’s mark and still tops 
the non-musicals with the indicated 
pace of $23,000. 

‘He,” Guild (4th week) (CD-914- 
$3). Won't go beyond the six-week 
subscription period; about $11,000; 
O’Neil's trilology, ‘Morning Comes to 
Lectra,’ will follow next month, 

‘If Were You,’ Comedy (4th 
week) (C-682-$3). Announced to 
continue, but trade quite light for 
anglicized Yiddish comedy. 

‘House of Connelly,’ Beck (3d 
week) (D-1,189-$2.50). Improved, 
which further indicated promise of 
Success; nearly $15,000; moves to 
another house Nov. 2 when Guild's 
Reunion at Vienna’ is due. 


‘Ladies of Creation,’ Cort (6th 
Week) (C-1,048-$3). Getting light 
money, but further improvement 


expected; last week again $6,000 or 
a bit more. 

‘Lean Harvest,’ Forrest (1st week) 
(( D-1,015-$3). Presented by Ken- 
neth MacGowan and Joseph V. 
Reed written by Ronald Jeans; cast 


va English players; open tonight 
48 


‘Left Bank,’ Little (2d week) (D- 


530-$3), Stood out among last 
week 8 group of new productions; 
‘laimed pace bettered $8,000; good; 
Small house. 

‘Nikki,’ Longacre (34 week) (M- 
1,109-$4.40). Along with plenty other 
hew shows is being cut-rated: esti- 
mated around $8,000: very light for 
Musical, é 

‘ 

} Payment Deferred,’ Lyceum (34d 

€€k) (D-957-$3). Good notices did 


“ 


not react on box office as expected; 

first full week’s gross about $8,000: 

mild for English show over here. 
‘Scandals,’ Apollo (5th week) (R- 


1,168-$5.50). Few new musicals 
gives this one chance to command 
capacity; gross around $39,000. 


‘Singin’ the Blues,’ Liberty (5th 
week) (D-1,202-$3). Management 
figures cooler weather will speed 


pace here; at $11,000 no better than 
even break; colored piece liked. 

‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (20th week) (R-1,423: $5.50). 
Class musical of the field expected 
to maintain heavy pace well into 
new season; averaging $40,000 and 
over weekly. 

‘The Breadwinner,’ 
week) (D-708-$3). One of several 
English shows which have fared 
mildly; agency buy has helped this 
one to $7,000. 

‘The Constant Sinner,’ Royale (5th 
week) (CD-1,118-$3). Making some 
money but not heavyweight as 
touted; lurid piece estimated around 
$12,000 or a bit over. 

‘The Enemy Within,’ Hudson. 
Taken off Saturday after five days; 
adverse notices. 

‘The Good Companions,’ 44th St. 
(3d week) (CD-1,323-$3). Moderate 
money for episodic English play that 
clicked over there; about $13,000 is 
under expectations. 

‘The Guest Room,’ Biltmore (2d 
week) (C-1,000-$3). First nighters 
in the main rated this one ordi- 
nary; first seven performances esti- 
mated at not over $3,000. 

‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz (2d week) 
(D-945-$3). Opened late last week 
with rather favorable notices; bet- 
ter line on meller this week. 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (8th week) 
(R-3,000-$3). Continues playing 16 
performances although afternoons 
are somewhat off; estimated gross 
$65,000, which tops Broadway. 

Other Attractions 


‘Pillars of Society,’ 48th Street; 
revival follows ‘Streets of New York’ 
Pid well received) Wednesday 
( ‘ 

‘The Father,’ 49th Street; revival 
drew fair notices; in cut rates. 

‘The Geisha,’ Erlanger’s; musical 
revival; next week, ‘Pirates of Pen- 
zance.’ 

‘The Camels Are Coming,’ Presi- 
dent; stopped after a week but 
claimed to be resuming next week 
elsewhere, 


DUCHESS’ SETS SEASON 
RECORD IN WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

Mer. Stoddard Taylor opened the 
Belasco theatre for the premiere of 
the James B. Fagan comedy, ‘The 
Improper Duchess,’ and broke the 
record for a first-night attendance 
this season, which shows something 
or other. On the following night, 
the National witnessed a packed 
house, every seat sold for George 
Tyler’s production, ‘The Admirable 


Booth (4th 





Crichton.’ Both houses look to do 
$20,000 on the week. 
‘The Improper Duchess,’ with 


Irene Bordoni in the leading role, 
proved something of a shock to 
Washington, which saw a British 
mirror held up before the nation’s 
capital. The scenes are laid in 
Washington, the story having to do 
with the Volstead Act, the Mann 
law, and several other little bits of 
Americana that make the overseas 
cousins laugh. It fails to produce 
the same effect on this side of the 
Atlantic. 


MINNEAPOLIS B. O. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 
Three-day engagements, instead 
of a full week, seem to be the solu- 
tion for the legitimate road-show 
problem here. Booked in for only a 
half week, Ethel Barrymore in 
‘School for Scandal’ played to ca- 
pacity for four performances at the 
Metropolitan, grossing around $11,- 
at $3 top. 

Other 





Metropolitan attractions, 


including those of the New York 
Theatre Guild, also will be set in 
for only three days. Nothing an- 


nounced to follow Barrymore, 

At the Shubert Bainbridge, stock 
offered ‘In the Best of Families’ to 
only fair returns, $3,500. 


Stock burlesque at the Gayety 
only fair with ‘Monte Carlo’ girls, 
$2,500. 


$5,000 in Seattle 
Oct. 12. 
is getting 


Seattle, 


Seattle’s show company 





along fairly well with grosses of 
$4,000 to $5,00@ weekly for the first 
two weeks when Clara Kimball 
Young was the guest star, Jan 
Keith now headliner, first male 
name here since Bert Lytell. 

Keith this week in ‘The Fire- 
brand’ and should beat five grand 
Mrs. Leslie Carter to follow. 


Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, Oct. 12. 

Three legits in town pretty sad, 
‘Girl Crazy’ going floppo at the Co- 
lumbia and getting the air after 11 
days. ‘On the Spot’ in its deuce 
stanza at the Curran failed to do 
anything sensational] at $8,500. ‘Nine 
o’Clock Revue’ held up fairly well at 
$8,500 for third week at the Geary. 
Estimates for Last Week 








‘Girl Crazy,’ Columbia (2d week) 


(D-1,700; $2.50)—First week okay, | 
but was jerked after eleventh day} 
with a possible $3,000 for the last! 


four days. Adele Rowland dropped 
out and June McCloy took her place. 
‘On the Spot,’ Curran (2d week) 
(D-1,700; $2.50)-— Withdrew after 
two weeks to the final tune of $8,500. 
‘Precedent’ opened Monday (12). 
‘Nine o’Clock Revue,’ Geary (3d| 
week) (C-1,600; $2.50)—Co-onerative 


revue still plugging along; this 
week $8,500. One more week and 


then the road. 


BANK TROUBLES 
HURT PHILA. 
TRADE 





Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
All those high hopes of a boost in 
legit business here due to world 
series crowds were dashed to the 
ground when a series of bank fail- 
ures started Monday. Three or four 
prominent downtown institutions 


Crazy Quilt” Loop Smash, $29,000: 


Erratic Chicago Biz, 





LEGIT ESTIMATE SYMBOLS 


R—revue; M—musical com- 
edy; D—drama; C—comedy; 
F—farce; O—operetta. Ca- 
pacities and top prices also indi- 
cated. 


‘CAMILLE’ HEADS TRIO 











Many Flops 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Saturday night sellouts for the 
Northwestern-Notre Dame mob 


helped the local legit situation Iast 





IN L. A. WITH $13,000) 


5 Serene was registered by this ill- 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
‘Camille,’ at the Belasco, topped 
this sad town with $13,000. The 
Jane Cowl piece was figured to do 
a dive this week, but announce- 
ment that it would play only three 
weeks instead of four helped the b.o. 
At the El Capitan, ‘Just Married 


dropped to $4,000 and left on Sun- 
day. It was supposed to last for 
four weeks or better, with Henry 


Duffy and Dale Winter in the cast, 
but the home folks wouldn’t come. 
‘High Hatters,’ first time here, 
opened Monday. 


May Robson in ‘Her Night Out’ 
registered $6,200 for the first of a 
two-weeks’ engagement. Miss Rob- 


son could hang on for another two 
weeks, but pictures come first with 
her now, and there’s one waiting. 
Best gross the Hollywood Play- 
house has had this year, despite 





and nearly a score of branches and 
outlying banks closed. 

Both dramas and musical pieces 
took it on the chin as a result, with 
latter faring really worse than for- 
mer, despite fact that tune pieces 
are supposed to attract kind of 
crowds that were here for series. 
Two of the non-musicals were sub- 
scription backed also. 

‘As Husbands Go,’ John Golden 
piece, opening Theatre Guild 
group’s season at the Garrick, got 
around $11,000 and ‘The House 
Beautiful,’ first of the Professional 
Players’ third season’s attractions, 
got about $9,000 at the Chestnut. In 
both cases, the box office trade was 
almost nil. Guild offerings used to 
hit the $20,000 mark. ‘As Husbands 
Go’ will be lucky to get that in its 
fortnight’s stay. At that, however, 
it’s doing so much better than 
shows that come in with no sub- 
scription backing that there’s no 
comparison. The Proplayers have 
nearly $100,000 as their subscription 
total for 24 weeks and their figure 
for last week was as good, if not 
better than the Guild’s considering 
that the Proplayers’ shows run four 
weeks to the Guild’s two, 


However, ‘The House Beautiful’ 
was figured as having a box office 
draw and that hasn’t materialized at 
all. Result will probably be some 
sad figures during the last two 
weeks, which won’t have as sub- 
stantial aid from the subscriptions. 

Critics divided between ‘Private 
Lives’ and ‘House Beautiful,’ with 
most of them picking the former. 
Ordinarily the Coward comedy 
would be good for strong trade here, 
especially after the rave notices it 
got. However, last week at the 
Broad saw very moderate. Figured 
to build in this its final week. 

‘Lean Harvest,’ with notices 
mixed, got poor total in its second 
and last week at the Walnut. 

Of the musicals, Joe Cook’s ‘Fine 
and Dandy’ led easily, but that 
wasn’t saying a great deal. Show 
in second week at the Erlanger, with 
Monday and Tuesday nights well 
above those of first week. That’s a 
long way from capacity, and indica- 
tions are poor for third and final 
week, 

‘Princess Charming,’ 
Tuesday, looked not so good, and 
stay at the Shubert has been cut 
from three to two weeks. Same goes 
for ‘Meet My Sister,’ at the Forrest, 
similarly cut. 

This week’s chief opening is ‘A 
Golden Cinderella,’ suddenly booked 
into the Walnut for a single week. 
Not much advance for the Grace 
George vehicle. 

On Saturday night the Locust 
Street theatre (formerly the Fox- 
Locust, film house) will open as the 
home of popular-priced legit, to be 
changed weekly. Mae Desmond, 
former stock favorite here, is di- 
rector. P. R. T., local transit com- 
pany, which owns the building, said 
to be back of project. 

Their first play will be ‘The Greeks 


bowing in 





| Dale Owen featured. Different play- 
ers will be seen every week. 

Next week is a looloo for 
ity. Philip Barry’s ‘Tomorrow and 
Tomorrow at the Broad, Ear! 
Carroll's ‘Vanities’ at the Erlanger, 
Al Jolson’s ‘Wonder Bar’ at 
Shubert, and the Norman Bel Ged- 
des ‘Hamlet’ (Tuesday night) at the 
Walnut. Stratford people are doing 
eight different Shakespearian plays 

The Jolson booking was advanced 


activ- 


the 





| Charming’ 


one week when run ot ‘Princess 
was curtailed. The For- 





cutting the price for downstairs to 
$1 with exception of the first five 
rows. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Just Married,’ El Capitan (3rd, 
final week) (C-1,571-$1.50). Blew to 
$4,000, which is plenty low for this 
house. ‘High Hatters’ opened Mon- 
day. 

‘Camille,’ Belasco (2nd week) (D- 
1,103-$2.50). Held to $13,000. Run 
cut from four to three weeks. 

‘Her Night Out,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (list week) (C-1,152-$1.50). 
With a small nut there’s a good 
profit at $6,200 for the opener. 


‘EAST WIND’ IN PITTSB’G 
SMASH, 5 SHOWS $26,500 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 
They still go for premieres around 





this burg, and.in a big way. 
Schwab & Mandel’s new one, ‘East 


Wind,’ opened up at the Nixon for 
the first time, clicking off a sweet 

26,500 at $4.40 top, and this despite 
a Tuesday opening. Show didn’t get 
under way on the regulation Mon- 
day and missed out on possible five 
grand because of this. 

‘East Wind’ drew great notices 
from the local cricks, who look upon 
its Broadway chances more than 
favorably. Opening nite a complete 
sell-out, and although a recession 
set in after that, general results 
were rosy. 

‘Once in a Lifetime’ did poorly at 
the Alvin. A Broadway smash, it 
drew raves from the newspaper 
mob and consistent plugging all 
through the week, but couldn’t bet- 
ter a terrible $6,000. 

Nixon again looks for big things 


this week from another opening, 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ with Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, while 


Shubert subscription series gets un- 
der way at Alvin with ‘Mrs. Moon- 
light.’ 





re-open 26 with the Shubert ‘Mi- 


dako,’ starring Schumann-Heink. 
Latter is for one week only, then 


‘The Vinegar Tree.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Private Lives’ (Broad, 2d week). 
Having no subscription backing, this 
one suffered despite glowing no- 
tices. Not more than $9,000, if that. 
$2.50 top. 

‘Fine and Dandy’ (Erlanger, 34 
week). Best showing of the musi- 
cals last week, but that wasn’t say- 
ing much, Not quite $20,000. 

‘House Beautiful’ Chestnut, 2d 
week). First offering on subscrip- 
tion program of Professional Play- 
ers’ third season. About $9,000, of 
which all but a very little was sub- 
scription. $2.50 top. 





| week). 


| 





‘As Husbands Go’ (Garrick, 24d 
week). Similar situation here for 
this first Guild group offering. Got 


| Had a Word for It,’ with Catherine | 270Und $11,000 with §3 top with lit- 


tle b. o. 

‘Meet My Sisters’ (Forrest, 2d 
New York rep meant noth- 
Very weak at $10,000 or less. 
cut to two weeks, 


ing. 
Run 
‘Princess Charming’ (Shubert, 2d 
week). Ditto here on cutting of 
stay and bad business. About ten 
grand in seven performances. 
‘Golden Cinderella’ (Walnut, one 
week only). Not much indicated for 
this Grace George show. ‘Lean 
Harvest’ brutal at $5,900 or less ip 


rest will be dark next week but will| second week, 


week. And it needed help badly. 
Fear was in the managerial hearts 
ind a haunted look in their eyes. 
Three exceptions, viz: Billy Rose’s 
‘Crazy Quilt Revue’ at the Apollo, 
‘Green Pastures’ at the Illinois, and 
‘Third Little Show’ at the Great 
Northern. They not only led the 
loop, but had no runners-up. 

Just two weeks washed up and 
out ‘You Said It’ the season's first 
and most colossal flop. A reported 


operating loss of $12,000 on the 
' fated musical. Lou Holtz is the star 
and holder of 25% of the production, 
‘Girl Crazy,’ with a special Chi- 
eago cast, is on the fence and will 
depend on how economically it’s 
booked up. As a cut-rate attraction 
it may hold on. Chicago prefers 
musicals to dramatics as a rule, and 
the smashes are generally of that 
genre, per example the Brice- 
Baker-Healey bull’s-evye. 
‘Private Lives’ escaped 
comment until Thursday, 


as 


critical 
despite its 


Sunday opening. Limited stay at 
limited dough for a type of show 
better for the average provincial 


city than Chicago, which is usually 
intolerant of subtle conversation. 
Beatrice Lillie and her associates 
drew rave notices and the season's 
first truly ultra opening. Critics 
gave ‘The Venetian’ preference, but 
came the second night to wax eulo- 
gistic. How much the so-called 
Chicago carriage trade is worth in 
coin during this year of the great 
sadness is questionable, but the re- 
vue should stick for a time. Great 
Northern makes up in cheap rent 
what it lacks in central location. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Crazq Quilt,’ Apollo (1st week) 
(M-1,443; $3) — Kept turning them 
away all week and at every per- 
formance, coming through with a 
solid $29,000 on eight shows. Pen- 


(M-1,997; $3)—Moved in Thursday 
night and netted around $9,000 on 
four performance. Critics gave it @ 
nice babying. Outlook uncertain. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Illinois (5th 
week) (D-1,365; $3)—Shows slight 
signs of drooping, though advance 
is holding up satisfactorily. Still at 
hefty profitable proportions at 
around $23,000 on the week. 

‘Prvate Lives,’ Erlanger (1st week) 
(C-1,319; $2). Opened Sunday but 
didn’t get a critical airing in the 
dailies until Thursday. Everything 
looked favorable but the business, 
Scale revised in midweek, with the 
show going into cut rates on a two- 
for-$3 basis. Likely to pull out at 
the end of the current week, though 
slated for four. Estimate for the 
stanza around $3,500. 

‘Salt Water,’ Playhouse (6th week) 
(C-603; $3)—Gross suddenly took a 
sharp dive to around $3,000, and it 
was decided to pull this coming Sate 
urday (17). House goes dark until 
a successor can be lined up. 

‘Silent Witness,’ Selwyn (2d week) 
(D-1,086; $3)—Slid to around $6,000, 
but scheduled to stay another week, 
Each stanza in the red. Figured to 
fold here (17) instead of filling out 
the rest of its midwest route. Cute 
rating for rest of stay. 

‘Surf,’ Blackstone (2d, final week) 
(D-1,217; $3)—Closed Saturday 
night after a mere 10-day stay. It 
was thumbs down decisively for thig 
latest Walker Whiteside affair. Total 
take for the whole stretch failed to 
come within $3,000. House went 
dark until Oct. 26, when Mrs. Fiske 
is due in ‘Against the Wind.’ Whitee- 
side lays off a week and opens in 
Milwaukee (18). 

‘Third Little Show,’ Great North- 
ern (ist week) (M-1,365; $3)— 
Started off to better than $20,000, 
Balcony not selling. Beatrice Lillie 
getting a heavy kowtow from s0- 
ciety. Advance fair 

‘The Venetian,’ Harris (1st week) 
(D-1,084; $3)—Reviewers loudly 
palmed this one but got very little 
outside of the subscribed purse 
from among the Drama League 
crowd. Disappointing at $11,000. In 
for two more, but no chances of 
climbing in prospect. 

‘Unexpected Husband,’ Adelphi 
(3d week) (C-908; 3)—Only cute 
rater in the bunch doing substantial 
business. Gratifying at $8,000. 

‘You Said It,’ Grand (2d week) 
(M-1,200; $3)—Blew out Saturday 
night to a pitiful $9,000. Lou Holtz 
meant nothing to the town’s legite 
goers. Published report in theatrie 
cal columns that Holtz was layin 
down on the job contributed its 
hefty share to the debacle. Com- 
pany back to New York. House 
stays dark until the arrival of the 
Ethel Barrymore revival of ‘School 
| for Scandal’ on the 19th. Latter due 
in for two weeks. 





Youman’s Version 
Vincent Youmans will 
ing in two weeks on a 
ision of ‘Smiling 


start caste 
musical 
Through.’ 





ciled tor four weeks, Advance 
heavy. 
‘Girl Crazy,’ Garrick (1st week} 
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FUTURE PLAYS 





‘No More Frontiers’ is set to open 
at the Provincetown Playhouse, 
Greenwich Village, Oct. 21. It’s by 
Talbot Jennings and being produced 
by Shepard Traube and Max Son- 
ino. 

Cast Ruth Gilmore, 
Others in it including William Price, 
Julia MacMahon, Charles Thompson, 
Irene Homer, Graham Velsey, John 
Beal, and Charles Walters. 

‘Gun Moll’ by Al Rigalia for pro- 
duction by Blumenthal & Hirsch. 

Giants in Our Midst’ by Arthur 
Richman, will be shown by Bela 
Blau as his first this season. Pro- 
ducer will also direct. 

‘The Commissioner of Police’ by 
Fulton Oursler and Lowell Brentano, 
writers of ‘The Spider’ starts off his 
season for Croby Gaige, going into 
rehearsal about Nov, 15. 


is headed by 


Play is being temporarily held up 
for Worthington Minor to 
Minor is currently occupied with the 
staging of ‘Reunion at Vienna’ for 
the Theatre Guild. 

‘No Scandal’ new play by Elmer 


direct. 


Harris has gone into rehearsal for 
the Shuberts, to open at the Wind- 
sor, to open at the Windsor, Bronx, 
Oct. 26. New York showing two 
weeks later. 

In the cast are Veree Teasdale, 
Jessie Royce, Terrence Neil, Anna 
Constant, Conway Washburne, L. H. 
Manning, John M. Qualen, Sam §. 
Bonnell and Jane Hamilton, all of 
whom have previously appeared in 
‘Street Scene’ and other Rice plays. 

Bernard Levy has everything set 
for the staging of ‘Playthings of 
Broadway’ by Mary K. Brooks. It 
wil have 32 scenes and eight sets. 
Levy is reported as trying to obtain 
@ lease on the Criterion, intending to 
produce his piece there around Nov. 
15 if the deal is consummated. 

‘Lilly’ by the Dunnings opens Oct. 
26 in a subway spot. William 
Harris Jr. producing. 

‘Wall Between,” Amos Paglia pro- 
ducing, opens Oct. 26 in Atlantic 
City. 

‘If Booth Had Missed,’ by Arthur 
Goodman, will be presented by W. 
A. Brady with Walter Hartwig as- 
sociated in the production. It was 
first shown at the Craig, N. Y., May 
5, 1931, and won first price in Co- 
lumbia University’s play tourna- 
ment. It is the first of that crop to 
reach Broadway. Milton Smith, 
who staged it at the Craig, will 
direct. 


‘Booth’ is an historical play, deal- 
ing with Lincoln’s assassination. 











INCOME 


To Meet 


OUTGO 


A Plan That Provides Pay Days 
for Gray Days 


How would you like to be sure of 
an absolutely certain, fixed income 
that would be paid to you as long 
as you lived, even though you should 
live to be a hundred years old? 


Security! Permanency! 
Certainty! 


For further information write or see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 


There are around 60 parts. Opening 
is expected about Nov, 2. 

‘Silver Fiz’ by the Nugents, mark- 
ing Edgar Selwyn’s return to pro- 
ducing, is a tennis story and. is 
due at the Selwyn, N. Y., week of 
Nov. 9 after one week at the Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn. 

‘Cynara,’ Shuberts producing, 
opens Oct. 19, New Haven. Philip 
Merivale, Henry Stephenson, Phoebe 


Foster, Adrian Allen (Mrs. Ray- 
mond Massey), Marion Davis, My- 
ron Jordon, A. P. Kaye, are cast. 


Play is expected at the Bijou, N. Y. 
‘Brief Moment,’ by S. M. Behr- 
man, Guthrie McClintic’s first this 
season, will have Helen Walpole, 
Frances Rich, Paul Harvey, Edwin 
Morse, Francine Larrimore and 
Louis Calhern are leads. At the 
Belasco, Nov. 2. 

‘Hell On Earth,’ a new pldy by 
Mark Linder, brother of Jack, is to 


be tried out in stock this fall by 
Chamberlin Brown at Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y., probably sometime in No- 


vember. 

‘A Woman of Destiny’ will have 
Mary Young in the lead. It is Sam 
Warshawsky’s play, being prepared 
by William A. Brady. Part is that 
of a woman president of the United 
States. 

‘Bloody Laughter,’ by Andreyev, 
will be Maurice Schwartz's next at 
the Comedy. Casting. 





McNutt Reviving ‘Fever’ 





Patterson McNutt’s second show 
this season will be a revival of 
Noel Coward’s comedy, ‘Hay Fever.’ 
Constance Collier will be starred. 
‘Fever’ was produced six years 
ago by the Shuberts. It went into 
storage quickly. 

McNutt expects to open the show 
in about a month, 

McNutt has dropped the idea of 
doing ‘Blessed Event,’ newspaper 
story by Manny Seff and Forrest 
Wilson. 





Barrymore Cancels 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 

Ethel Barrymore's date at the 
Alvin next week in ‘School for 
Scandal,’ set since before opening of 
season, has been cancelled, with 
the star moving instead to Chicago 
for a run. Cancellation came after 
Frank McGann, ahead of the show, 
had been here for a couple of days 
making all preparations for La 
Barrymore's visit. 

‘Meet My Sister,’ Shubert musical 
from the Hungarian, comes in as 
substitute. Change likely to cost 
the Alvin plenty for Farrymore has 
always been sure b.o. around here 
despite the show. 


‘Embezzlers’ Adapted 


Edward A. Blatt, who announced 
‘The Terrible Turk’ for production, 
has temporarily set it aside. He 
will do ‘The Embezzlers,’ a Russian 
play. 

William A. Drake made the Eng- 
lish translation. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Gladys Feldman, Anna Costant, 
Conway Washburne, T. H. Manning. 
John M. Qualen, Samuel S. Bonell 
and Jane Hamilton for ‘Counsellor 
at Law.’ 

Harlan Briggs, ‘Eldorado.’ 

Ruth Shields, ‘Little Racketeer.’ 

Louis Calhern, ‘Brief Moment.’ 

Florence Shirley, ‘Silver Fizz.’ 

Jules Ferrar, Jos. Romantini, 
Peter Barbier, Joan Corayville, Vera 
Mellish, ‘Cynara.’ 

Ilse Marvenga, Jack Good, Derek 
Glynne, Katherine Carrington, Mark 








Smith, Thos, Richards, ‘Princess 
Charming.’ 
Robt. Gleckler, Alsta Freel, Bu- 


ford Armitage, Mildred Wall, Frank 
Thomas, Percy Kilbride, H. J. Stod- 





dard and Chas. Laite, ‘Louder 
Please.’ 

Daniel Reed, ‘Unknown War- 
rior.’ 

Noel Eadie and Rose Barrows, 


Chicago Opera, 
Roy Royston, 
‘Here Goes Bride! 
Detmar Poppen, Roy Cropper and 
Ethel Clark, with Milton Aborn 
light opera. 


Carlotta Ryan, 

















Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Silver Fizz’ (Edgar Selwyn), 
Selwyn. 
‘Louder 
Cohan, 
‘No Scandal’ 
Barrymore. 
‘Lily’ (Wm. 
. Bijou, 
‘Cynara’ (Shuberts), Barry- 
more, 
‘Hamlet’ (N. Y. Productions), 
Broadhurst, 
‘Wall Between’ 
sooth, 
‘Brief Moment’ 
Belasco. 
‘Barbed Wire’ 
Bklyn. Aca. Music. 
‘Roof’ (Chas. Hopkins), Hop- 
kins. 
‘Eldorado’ 
Music Box. 
‘Arms and the Maid’ 
berts), Jolson. 
‘Wonder Boy’ (Jed Harris), 
Alvin. 
‘Councillor at Law’ 
Little, 


Please) (Jones), 
(Shuberts), 


Harris, Jr.), 


(Paglia), 
(McClintic), 
(Bostwick), 
(Sam Harris) 


(Shu- 


(Rice), 











3 Shows Out 


Two of last week’s premieres on 
Broadway were yanked off Sat- 
urday. Both received adverse 
notices. 

‘Divorce Me Dear,’ an independent 
try at the Avon, called it a date 
after five days. 

‘The Enemy Within’ also an inde- 

pendant was taken off at the Hud- 
son. 
‘The Camels Are Coming’ played 
a week and two days at the little 
President. Sponsors announce it 
will resume at another house next 
week under the new title. 








‘Peter’ in the Shop 


Revisions took ‘Peter Flies High’ 
off the list of current shows Sat- 
urday (10) in Cleveland. ‘Peter was 
headed for the Criterion, N. Y., now 
leaving that house without a legit 
booking. 

Frank Craven will revamp the 
show, written by Myron Fagan, and 
produced by Leonard Bergman. New 
try is dated for three weeks hence. 





DENVER STOCK PROSPERS 


Denver, Oct. 12. 

The Denham stock company looks 
like a success. Denver likes the 
popular prices, 75c top nights and 
50c top mats. 

Curtain goes up at 2:15 and 8:15, 
15 minutes earlier than usual—a 
small difference but it sells tickets. 





Fairchild Near Death 


Lexington, Mass., Oct. 12. 

Lucius C. Fairchild, 56, pageant 
director and a retired actor and 
playwright, nearly lost his life when 
overcome by carbon monoxide 
fumes in his garage here. 

He was revived by firemen who 
worked over the unconscious man 
nearly two hours. 





London 





(Continued from page 53) 


izing or reforming the film industry, 
but to be taught something.’ 





‘Jane Eyre’ has been adapted by 
Phyllis Birkett, sister of Philip 
Merivale’s wife, and produced at 
the Kingsway here with the adap- 
tress in the role of the mad wife. 

Basil Gill and Ann Wilton were 
very pleasing in leading parts. The 
adaptation generally was very pass- 
able and sometimes quite thrilling. 





Peabody’s Cleanup 

Eddie Peabody is probably the 
most successful American act to 
come over this year. He has had 
more work than any of them. When 
he plays in London, as at present, 
being at the Dominion in support 
of Jeanette Macdonald, he doubles 
at a cabaret. He has been in de- 
mand every week he has been billed 
in town. 

The banjo strummer has just re- 
turned from a successful engage- 
ment in Monte Carlo, and Edmund 
Sayag has contracted for him to re- 
turn there Jan. 30 for 16 weeks. 
after which a revue will be built 
around him at the Ambassadeurs, 
Paris, 
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‘Cart’ by Bus. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Road tour by bus on tap for 
‘Apple Cart,’ which was done here 
and in S. F. last year by Civic 
Repertory. New producer is A. M. 
Oberfelder, operator of the Broad- 
way, Denver, who has lined up 20 
weeks’ time in the West for the 
Shavian satire. 

Oberfelder has Charles 
here representing him. 
will begin next week, 
Irving directing. 
only player set. 


+ Cut for ‘Blues’ 


First salary cut for musicals this 
season was slated for ‘Singing the 
Blues’ Saturday (10). A 33 1/3 chop. 





Burke 
Rehearsals 
with Paul 
Chappell Dossett 





Aarons & Freedley, producing 
‘Blues,’ said to have placed it on 


a week to week basis when induct- 
ing the pay roll slice, 





New Play-Backing Firm 
With Money from Public 


New firm in New York, organized 
to supply backing to legit pro- 
ducers, has been formed by R. K. 
Bartlett and Kenneth Tuttle, Jr. 
Operating idea is to sell certificates, 
as they're called, to the publie and 
invest the money thus promoted in 
shows. 


Bartlett is a former producer. 
He showed ‘The Banshee’ in 1927. 
Tuttle is said to be the son of a 
wealthy Philadelphia family. Ethel 
Golden, connected with the syn- 
dicate, as called, is an Equity agent 
and will act as casting director. 


Another multiple-play-investing 
scheme, which James W. Elliott 


started, is understood to have met 
with failure. This was called the 
‘Five Play Plan.’ 





Walter Woolf in Vaude 


Apparently no immediate place- 
ment by the Shuberts for Walter 
Woolf, last in ‘Love Out of Fash- 
ion.’ Woolf is slated for some RKO 
vaude as well as stock star appear- 
ances. 

Woolf's due at the Palace, New 
York, within a month, but prior to 
that will appear in a single stock 
production of ‘Ladies All’ at the 
Locust theatre in Philadelphia. 





Making ‘Wet’ Better 


‘Caught Wet the new Rachel 
Crothers comedy tried out by John 
tolden at Jackson Heights, L. IL, 
last week, is due for revision prior 
to Broadway premiere. 


Show has a week and one-half of 
unexpired rehearsal time. It will 
lay-off next week, the author-di- 
rector concentrating on strengthen- 
ing the first act. 





ELTINGE’S OPERATION 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Julian Eltinge, who dropped out 
of the ‘Nine O’Clock Revue’ on ad- 
vice of his physician when it closed 
here, will enter the Hollywood hos- 
pital within the next week for a 
hernia operation. 


Condition has been troubling El- 
tinge for the past year. 





Concert 


(Continued from page 52) 


out his best quality and good dic- 
tion. 

A small size audience seemed to 
appreciate his efforts. 

William King at the piano. 

Kreisler Is Back 

The ace fiddler, Fritz Kreisler, 
back from abroad, gave a recital 
in Carnegie Hall. Hall jammed, 
with long line in the street. His 
best talent lies in always interpre- 
ting the feeling of the composer at 
the age the composition was writ- 
ten. In Mozart Concerto in G Major 
he was just that boy, and his grey 





hair, in the imagination, was that 
of the youth. His music is pro- 
foundly touching, no matter what 


the mood. Much of his program 
was music of the 18th Century. 

Mrs. Kreisler was in her box in 
a pale mauve chiffon gown, with a 
huge bunch of orchids, with her 
little fox terrier. The boxes, entirely 
formal, showed much black and 
white with a dash of American 
beauty and a sprinkling of green 
velvets in the way of wraps, as well 
as the usual white ermine. 


—————— 


ELMER RICE’S 2D PLAY, 
HIS OWN ALL WAYS 


Elmer Rice is back in Americ 
the background of his next play, 
‘Counsellor at Law.’ His last twe 
plays were laid abroad. 


Rice expects to start work on thse 
new play immediately and wil] pro- 
duce it just as soon as he gets a 
cast together. That will make two 
for him under his own management 
and directed by him, running cone 
currently. 

Only member of the cast set is 
Paul Muni, back from pik tures, whe 
will lead. 

Story has to do with a young 
member of the New York melting 
pot, who makes good as a lawyer, 


Equity Halts 2 Plays 


‘Hot Money,’ which James Elliott 
had put in rehearsal and ‘Strike’ 
which W. D. Blake had started, 
were stopped last week by Equity, 
In both cases it was bond trouble, 

Insiders declare that Equity was 
not satisfied with the bonding com. 
pany Elliott had called to post hig 
guarantee, Producer is in bad on 
‘Castles in the Air’ sometime back, 
‘Money’ is by Aben Kandel. 

Blake was called on ‘Tread the 
Green Grass’ which he was cone 
cerned with several seasons ago but 
which stopped before opening, 
‘Strike,’ labor play, was aimed at 
the Princess, N. Y. 





2 for 








Tent Show in Red 


Canton, O., Oct. 12. 

Harry Shannon Players, one of the 
few surviving small town stock 
companies, closed its tent season 
at Marysville, O., in the red for the 
season. 

Troupe reopened without intere 
ruption in southern Ohio and will 
play theatres in smaller towns until 
spring. Players took salary cut and 
overhead pared to the bone in an 
effort to stay out all year. 








KOLKER’S ‘THAT’S ALL’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Henry Kolker, veteran legit and 
screen actor, has written a play 
‘That’s All for Tonight,’ with 
George Manker Watters, author of 
‘Burlesque.’ Kolker may produce it 
independently on Broadway. Guthe 
rie McClintic is interested in doe 
ing it also. 

Kolker leaves for the east next 
month, 











Easy with Ey-Teb Lashes! Real 
eyelashes as long as you want 
them, Blend and intermingle 
with your own so naturally no 
one can detect them. Come se@ 
the beautiful Ey-Teb salons... 
let us tell you the story...!et us 
show you how easily Ey-Tebs 
are applied...see for yourself 
the remarkable transformation 
which can be made in yout 
entire appearance. Endorsed by 
all stars of stage and screens 
Phone AShi'and 4-6288 for ape 
pointment. 





425 ON FIFTH AVE., N.Y. 
At Department Stores and Beauty Shops 

















Nig opportunities {6 this 
fascinating, uncrowded ref 
sion,right now! Leer a 
rect plays. pageants, § 
ll movies, radie dramas 
—at home—by mail! A _ 
plete course backed | by ot 
vears experience. Endof 

7 eaders. ' 
Cash in on your tatest 
Write for bhook—‘ A Brillia 
Future in Play Di 
recting.’’—Free 

DRAMA 

DIRECTOR'S 

INSTITUTE 

104 Plymouth Bide 





Des Moines, Iowa a 
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Ads in ‘Ballyhoo’ 

Decision of ‘Ballyhoo’ to accept 
advertising was seen as inevitabie 
o goon as the mag first began to 
or Tas its remarkable gains in cir- 
culation. Idea of advertising not 
altogether agreeable to Norman 
anthony, the mag’s editor, and the 
one who conceived it, because most 
of the humor of the mag has been 
jn burlesque of national ideas, 

George T. Delacorte, Jr., the mag’s 


publisher, couldn’t bear to see a 
rapid circulation of nearly 600,000 
a to ‘waste, however, and argued, 


finally successfully, for the accept- 
ance of advertising. 

‘Ballyhoo’ will not accept straight 
ads, insisting that all advertising 
be in a humorous vein in keeping 
with the policy of the mag. Humor 
in the ads will even be broader 
than those in the ‘New Yorker,’ 
where this type of advertising origi- 
nated. A suspicion of such ads in 
‘allyhoo’ has been around since 
jts second issue. 

Understood that the Gillette razor 
ad in a recent ‘Ballyhoo’ was a paid 
insertion. One of Delacorte’s argu- 
ments that advertising a little less 
purlesqued could be just as funny 
and, what is more important, could 


fetch a direct return. Patent- 
righted trade marks in other ads 
had some significance. 

George Woodard is the ‘Bally- 


hoo’ ad appointee. His picture in- 
troducing him to the trade reveals 
him in only a pair of trunks and a 
yacht cap. More ‘Ballyhoo’ humor. 


New Insert Magazine 


What looks like serious competi- 
tion for Hearst’s ‘American Weekly’ 
(magazine insert for Sunday pa- 
pers) is being more or less secretly 
planned on a big scale in New 
York. It’s to break on Feb. 6 in 
26 key cities throughout tne coun- 
try, and possibly more, with the 
New York ‘Herald Tribune’ al- 
legedly lined up for its main paper 
in the east. 

Name of backer of the project is 
being kept secret for the time be- 
ing. All the preliminary printing 
is being handled by the Huxley 
Press with strict orders not to di- 
vulge the principal. 

As now planned, paper will be on 
magazine stock in four colors, with 
ads to cost $12,000 a page. Indica- 
tion of the money involved is shown 
in the fact that $11,000 was spent 
for fake ad plates, $4,500 for art 
work and $7,200 for makeup of 
pages with which to solicit adver- 
tising. 

That means an expenditure of 
from $40,000 to $50,000 just in pre- 
paring the sheet without indication 
of how it will be received by adver- 
tisers—if at all. 


Pavlowa Bio in Dutch 


Almost simultaneously with Wal- 
ford Hyden’s ‘Pavlowa’ (London, 
Constable), a Dutch version of the 
famous dancer’s biography, ap- 
peared, written by the well-known 
impresdrio Dr. Ernst Krauss, in 
Amsterdam. 

He managed many of her tours, 
accompanied her through Europe 
and is perhaps one of the best au- 
thorities on Pavlowa, who met with 
such an untimely end at The Hague 
at the beginning of this year. 

The Dutch edition, published by 
Messrs. Meulenhoff at Amsterdam, 
contains about 80 good photographs 
of the late dancing genius. 

Open Competition 

That Dodd Mead-‘Pictorial Re- 
view’ novel competition for a $10,- 
000 prize is welcomed by the other 
book publishers. Will ward off the 
ever-increasing flow of manuscripts 
to their offices. 

Novel competition of this sort in- 
variably means a falling down in 
Contributions to other offices, the 
tyros hastening at a chance for the 
big prize money. Year's duration of 
the Doda Mead-‘Pictorial Review’ 
Contest will give the other publish- 
ing houses breathing spell for at 
least that period. 

Requirements of the novel com- 
Petition is that the entry be a first 
hovel. It does not eliminate those 


Who have had short stories pub- 
lished. 





Book on ‘Plagiarism’ 
Lig S8iarism—The ‘Art’ of Stealing 
rat pla Material,’ the first thorous 2 
ton 4 on the subject, has been writ- 
tinahe Maurice Salzman of the Cali- 
Paster bar and is published by 
man i Stone, Baird & Co. Salz- 
ia, Successful in his effort to 
the e on book both a manual on 
sta . een and thoroughly under- 

— to the lay reader. 
PR asada of the conclusions he 
Saleman trom logic and precedent, 
reports. has collated skeletonized 
ism tr of all outstanding plagiar- 
Tals involving literature, plays 








and pictures. This material, while 
showing that such trial decisions 
are often at conflict, does give the 
author the clearest possible picture 
of justified and unjustified infring- 
ment accusations, 

Salzman spent four years on this 
book, his first, working against the 
handicap of ill health. There is an 
introduction by Rupert Hughes, 


Took a Chance 

William Roswick, Mt. Vernon 
N. Y., has instituted suit in Yonkers. 
N. Y., for $365,000 against Otto H. 
Kahn and Theodore Dreiser because 
the defendants did not bring the 
Russian ballet from Moscow to 
America. Roswick is a former cor- 
respondent of the A. P. in Moscow. 
There, in 1927, he alleges he met 
Dreiser who had gone to Russia to 
write a 


series of articles on the 
Soviet government. After an 
acquaintance had developed into 


friendship, Dreiser agreed to aid in 
bringing the famous ballet to this 
country, Roswick claims. 

When Dreiser returned here in 
1928 he conferred with Kahn con- 
cerning the matter and the banker 
agreed to contribute $25,000, pro- 
viding $125,000 could be raised from 
other sources, 

A corporation 


was formed 








and | 


the project advanced but difficulties | 


were encountered. Kahn and 
Dreiser lost interest and the scheme 
was abandoned. The Soviet goy- 
ernment wanted a half million 
dollar bond posted to insure the re- 
turn of the ballet, demanding the 
scenery and props be made in Mos- 
cow. 

Meantime Boswick quit his A. P. 
job. He says he was promised $200 
weekly and 10% of the profit of the 
proposed tour over here. He sues 
for anticipated profit, his promised 
salary for an estimated number of 
weeks, the loss of his newspaper 
job and the loss of valuable com- 
mercial contacts in Moscow. 

Supreme Court Justice Bleakly 
at White Plains is considering a 
motion for preference in the trial 
of the action. 





‘Plain Talk’ Revival 
‘Plain Talk,’ the debunking mag 
which passed out shortly after the 
death of its founder, G. D. Eaton, 


will be revived by Mason Banks 
Hood, but not as iconoclastic in 
policy as previously. 


Last editor of the mag before its 
passing was Walter Liggett, ex- 
newspaper man and political writer. 
He has no connection with its re- 
vival, 

First issue of the revived mag to 
make its appearance next month, 


Stories of Rep. Co.’s 

Because of the interest focused 
on Mollie Steinberg’s history of Eva 
Le Gallienne’s Civic Repertory The- 
atre, Stella Hanau and Helen 
Deutsch have written the story of 
the Provincetown Playhouse, Far- 
rar & Rinehart will publish. 

The Misses Hanau and Deutsch 
both connected with the Province- 
town at some time or other and 
thoroughly acquainted with its ac- 
tivities since its inception. Miss 
Deutsch may also do the story of 
the Neighborhood Playhouse, which 
she knows equally well. 

Reichenbach’s Book 

The Harry Reichenbach memoirs, 
which Broadway's prize p.a. com- 
pleted just before his death, comes 
out this month, published by Simon 
& Schuster. Book has been worked 
over by David Freedman, Eddie 
Cantor's literary protege, and will 
carry a foreword by Walter Win- 
chell. 





The volume, called ‘Phantom 
Fame,’ recounts Reichenbach’s pub- 
licity ventures. In it Simon & 


Schuster believe they have a best- 
seller, 


Quick Seller 

‘Under Cover Man,’ the John 
Wilstach first straight story volume, 
got a flying start evidently. Wils- 
tach, wonder of wonders, received a 
royalty statement from Morrow's 
within the first 60 days. 

Some authors have claimed the 
novice novelist never sees anything 
from his initial try. Wilstach’s 
check from the publisher was for 








Hollywoed’s Reading 


(Consensus of demand in 
September with Pat Hunt, 
Hollywood Book Stores, Esme 
Warde, Satyr Book Store, and 
Stanley Rose.) 

FICTION 

‘Good Earth,’ Pearl Buck. 

‘Shadows on the Rock,’ Willa 
Cather, 

‘Brothers in the 
ert Raynolds., 

‘Hatter’s Castle,’ A. J. Cron- 
in, 

‘The Opening of the Door,’ 
George Davis. 

‘Young and Healthy,’ Donald 
Henderson Clarke, 

GENERAL 

‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round,’ anonymous. 

‘Portraits in Miniature,’ Lyt- 
ton Strachey. 

‘Mexico,’ Stuart Chase. 

‘New Russia’s Primer.’ 

(Story of San Michele’ out 
after a solid year. ‘Good Earth’ 
now the dean of the list with 
four months’ activity. ‘Private 
Life of Greta Garbo’ not going 
in Hollywood.) 





West,’ Rob- 











Am News’ Superior Catalcg 

Publishers announce they will is- 
sue fewer books this season, but the 
American News company’s annual 
catalog for 31-32 does not suggest 
any material curtailment in the 
number of titles, 

The annual is a handsome piece 
of topography of 382 pages, in which 
the books are listed by titles, by 
authors, by classification and final- 
ly in a cumulative index which re- 
fers both by author and title to 
the extended listing given elsewhere. 
It is an epitome of publishing ac- 
tivities so designed as to give com- 
plete survey of the entire book 
field. 

A generous proportion of the 
space is given over to publishers’ 
advertisements, many splendidly 
done in color. The front and back 
covers, inside and out, carry colored 
reproductions of the jackets of 
the best sellers. 


The catalog was compiled and 
edited by Velle M. Walk<>:. 

Biography Season Off P 

Reason why there will be less 


biographies this book season, though 
the demand is as great as ever, is 
that biographers have run out of 
subjects. Even Emil Ludwig, the 
German, who started the great bi- 
ography vogue a few seasons ago, 
can’t find any real-life person who 
hasn’t been touched, and is turning 
to fiction. 

When the biography vogue set In, 
scribblers set about dissecting every 
one who ever had his or her name 
carried beyond their obituaries. If 
the subject had already figured in 
a previous work, the discovery of a 
new piece of information was ex-~- 
cuse enough to go over the subject 
again. Halt has come at last. Now 
biographers will have to wait for 
some new reputations to be made. 

Estimated that Abraham Lincoln 
has been the subject of more books 
than any other figure in history. 
Napoleon is the runner-up but a 
poor second, considering that Nap 
considerably antedated the martyred 
President. Poets have also come 
in for much attention, notably By- 
ron, mostly because of. the sex 
angle. 

Publishers like the biographies 
because of their long selling life, in 
contrast to a good selling work of 
fiction. Higher sales prices is an- 
other factor, bringing a bigger re- 
turn per volume both to publisher 
and author. 

Example of the dearth of bio- 
graphical subject matter is the many 
works already in preparation on 
Frank Harris and D. H. Lawrence, 
although they have been dead but 
a comparatively short time. Sex 
angle connected to each makes them 
particularly desirable for book sub- 
jects. 





Endurance Novels 
Another of Metro’s budding novel- 
ists, Val Lewton, ghost-writing a 
new book, set out last week to top 
Ben Hecht’s record, made years ago, 
in turning out a novel in 24 hours, 


First swing around the clock 
Lewton did 150 pages, taking an 
ladditional diurnal crack at it to 


$372. The book sold 1,969 copies 
between June 11, when released, 
to June 30, last. Now in second 
edition. 

Wilstach, vet short story writer 
trying to decide the cause of this 
quick selling, giving credit to al- 
most everything except the title 


‘Gun Notches’ Selling 
Al Cohn’s ‘Gun Notches,’ story of 
Capt. Thomas Rynning in the weet 


before the territory went pansy, has | 


sold out its first edition. Joe Chis- 


holm collaborated. 


| 
! 
; 


| finish up 


Name of novel, publisher 





and for whom ghost-written is a 
secret. 
Losing One Hand 
Mags featuring he-man western 
tales, now demanding romance, 
some, like Street & Smith's ‘Far 
West Stories,’ undergoing a change 


of name to ‘Far West Romances.’ 





| 
| 


| klizabeth 





Growing demand for western novels 
responsible, the full-length works 
always including romance. 

Will eliminate the two-gun man 
from the western tales, because one 
hand will have to be around the 
girl. 


Real Names of Authors 

Katherine Brush, author of ‘Red- 
Headed Woman,’ is Mrs. Hubert C. 
Winans; Clara Clemens, ‘My 
Father, Mark Twain,’ is Mrs. Ossip 
Gabrilowitsch; Katherine Adams, 
Blackthorn, is Mrs. Percy Aiex- 
ander Walker; KE. M. Delafield, 
‘Dairy of a Provincial Lady,’ is Mrs 
Monica De La Pasture 
Dashwood. 


Sidney Smith’s Suit 


Sidney Smith arrived in New 
York City to fight a suit brought 
against him for alleged physiog 


apeing with his Andy Gump strip 
The action is an old one with a 


new angle thought up by _ the 
woman’s attorneys. Her husband, 
now dead, six years ago claimed 
Smith took him for his model of 
Gump. The wife alleges the car- 
toonist had her in mind when he 


conceived Min. 
In Rochester 

Bradley to Rochester, N. Y 
the Utica ‘Observer-Dispatch’ 
the ‘Times Union.’ Suc- 
ceeds Paul Benton who becomes as- 
sociate editor and special writer. 

Dick Curtiss promoted to news 
editor of the Rochester ‘Democrat 
and Chronicle.” Don Record be- 
comes city editor and Pill Kirby 
night city editor. 


Fred 
from 
as m. e. of 


New Denver ‘News’ Chief 

Charles (Chuck) E. Lounsbury 
has been named editor of the Denver 
‘Rocky Mountain News,’ succeed- 
ing Edward T. Leech, recently made 
editor of the Pittsburgh ‘Press.’ 

Lounsbury has been acting editor 
of the ‘News’ for three months and 
has been on the paper from the time 
Scripps-Howard bought it. He isa 
native of Denver and started his 
newspaper career on the ‘News.’ 


Denver Critic Quits 

A. De Bernardi, Jr., dramatic 
editor of the Denver ‘Post’ for past 
nine years, has resigned and will 
free lance—and rest. 

Kaspar Monahan, dramatic editor 
of the Rocky Mountain ‘News,’ gets 
the job, while Lowden Kelley, re- 
porter on that paper, landed in 
Monahan’s spot. 

Reporter’s Cop Suit 

As part of the L. A. ‘Examiner’ 
campaign (along with the other 
dailies) against the L. A. police 
force, the coast Hearst attorney is 
representing Otis Wiles, ‘Examiner’ 
reporter, in a $25,000 damage suit 
against H. E. Yarnell, described as 
‘ex-heavyweight pugilist and uni- 
formed Hollywood Division police 
officer.’ 

Melee arose when Wiles sought 
entree to a Hollywood blvd. candy 
shop where a murder had been 
committed, with the cop arresting 
the reporter, Wiles asks $15,000 
compensatory damages and $10,000 
punitive damages. Alex Sokolow, 
the newspapers’ lawyer, acting for 
him. 

Arrest case had been dismissed 
by Chief of Police Roy E. Steckel, 
acting on his own volition. 

New York New ‘Tribune’ M E. 

The ‘Herald Tribune’ changed 
managing editors suddenly last 
week, Grafton S. Wilcox replacing 
Armistead Holcombe, who had held 
the post for several years. 

Holcombe is now off the paper. 
The new m. e., Wilcox, was for- 
merly assistant to the man he suc- 
ceeded. 








‘News’ Boys’ Tip? 

Newspapermen smelled a_e rat 
when they learned that at the ‘sur- 
render’ of Marion Roberts, former 
dancer, in the police station at 
Watervliet, N. Y¥., across the river 
from Troy, a reporter and a photog- 
rapher from the N. Y. ’Daily News’ 
were present. Tab men are not 
generally in such a vicinity, unless 
tipped off impending developments. 

Fact that the ‘News’ representa- 
tives were waiting at the police sta- 
tion in Watervliet for Miss Roberts 
to appear suggested to other re- 
porters that either the former 
chorus girl, or some of the Legs 
Diamond gang, had given them an 
advance flash. A remark reputed 
to Miss Roberts that she thought it 
best to give herself up ‘because 
newspapermen saw me yesterday,’ 
led credence to the belief. 





Hall on Columnist 
Teonard Hall's new 
column in the Washington 
News’ and Denver ‘Post’ tells 
this and that about The Big City. 


ight 


Spot 


them 


Hall lately had plenty to say of the | 
jlatest Broadway 


columnist crop. 





| 


Daily | demonstrating 
| formed there. 


~~ —— 
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‘Record’ Critic Walks 

Jimmy Craven, dramatic editor 
for the Philadelphia ‘Record,’ walked 
last week after a dispute with David 
Stern, the publisher. Story is that 
Craven balked when taken to task 
over a show review and instead of 
taking a month’s notice, took his 
hat. 

Justin Herman, who attracted 
local attention last season in the 
‘Town Crier,’ which suspended, has 
succeeded Craven. Herman is a 


leisurely scribe 


Craven is press agenting the Fox- 


| Locust theatre which is under the 
management of a new group, which 
offers dramatic attractions at pop 
prices on a weekly change. 
‘Mail’s’ Photo Printing 

W. L. Warden has been ap- 
pointed managing editor of the 
London ‘Daily Mail,’ leader in the 
Rothermere group and the biggest 
daily in the country. W. A. Me- 
Whirter remains as editor under 


him, with A. L. Cranfield staying on 
as assistant editor. 

There's a probability, incidentally 
that the ‘Mail’ will be the first 
paper in the world to print on the 
new photographic process. If this 
happens, it means it can print in 
ny number of colors with the same 
ease as it now runs off in black. 


Leebright Off ‘Telly’ 
Charles Leebright, veteran 
trict reporter for the N. Y. 
Telegram,’ is out. He covered Har- 
lem for years for the ‘Telegram.’ 
Some months ago, Leebright was 
taken into the photo department of 
the World-Telegram.’ 


dis- 
‘Eve, 


At that time Leebright was sup- 
planted in Harlem by Mare Me- 
Grath of the morning World.’ Lee- 
bright was given his check marked 
finis, with retrenchment as the only 
explanation, 


Trade Journal Merger 

Notice was filed last week with 
the Secretary of the State of New 
York that Professional and Busi- 
ness Newspapers, of Manhattan, 
had merged with Editor and Pub- 
lisher Company, and assumed that 
name, 


Chatter 


Although one of the Randolphs 
of Virginny, Eleanor Mercein lives 
in Kaintuck. 


The George Joel pants are the 


baggiest to be found in any pub- 


lishing office in town, 

Weird coincidence was the re- 
cent suicide of the wives of two 
New York newspapermen with the 
same last names, 

McGraw-Hill moving into its 
huge new Times Square place this 
week. 

P. A. Murkland is out of Sears, 
and may return to Chi. 

Western novels selling so well, 
Alfred H. King will get out one a 
month. 

Owen Johnson, who has been 
much-married, dates his new book 
200 years ahead when the femmes 
rule the world. 

Alyse Gregory is Llewelyn Powys’ 
missus, 

Hil. G. Weils gets in today. 

Pretty well established that Wil- 
liam McFee is Joseph Conrad's 
Successor, 

‘Newsdom’ not folding because of 
that mysterious backer, but mov- 
ing to the ‘World’ building. 

That statuette at the Simon & 


Schuster Inner Sanctum a fake. 
Only plaster. 
A. A. Milne’s first novel, ‘Two 


People,’ won't have a blurb on the 
jacket. A relief. 

New low for fiction prices ig the 
$6 per story paid by Merlle Hersey 
for his new mag, ‘Gay Broadway.’ 

Although he works for Farrar 
and Rinehart, Ogden Nash atill 
places his books with Essandess. 

Despite what Paul Yawitz says 
about the Village, Henry Harrison 
will stick. 

Hollywood ‘Vanity’ publisher is 
soliciting the poets for contribu- 
tions to an anthology of rhymed 
stuff. Added attraction is the prom- 
ise of the biography of each scrib- 
bler alongside his contribution. 

‘Ballyhoo’ now soliciting ads, al- 


though Norman Anthony intended 
the mag to be adless. George 
Woodard ad chief. 


Latest community to get a ‘New 
Yorker’ is Baltimore Mag, a 
monthly, called ‘The Townsman,’ 
with a local femme social light 
editing. 

Rod 
rentina 


back from Ar- 
picked up some 


Lenniman, 


where he 





for a new book, is 
the tango as per- 
Rod won't last. 

McEvoy going to French 
again, away from 


local color 
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WORLD SERIES 
TED HUSING 
WABC, New York 

If Ted Husing isn’t laid up for a 
month with a bad throat after 10 
days of prattling through the base- 
ball classic it’ll be a miracle. Hus- 
ing never stops talking and that, 
possibly, is the main criticism to be 
aimed at him on his sport broad- 
casts. He’s so full of figures, per- 
centages, and biographical data 
that it tends to leave the listener 
annoyed from the steady drone of 
his voice. 

No question that Husing turned 
in a workmanlike job on the Series 
and got himself all excited about a 
couple of scoops, flashing that Or- 
satti would replace Hafey in the 
final game, and audibly repeating 
the official lineup in a nervous trem- 
olo until his tip was verified, thence 
also getting a mike into the Cardinal 
dugout for brief words from the new 
champs. 

Husing seemed to have two ob- 
stacles throughout the games, one 
of which he never did clear up and 
the second not until! the last con- 
test. Most important was that he 
never clearly defined a hit. Any 
ball driven to the outfield was either 
‘a line drive’ or ‘a fly,’ and the 
listener had to deduce for himself 
the chances of it falling safe until 
Husing recorded the movement on 
the bases. He could easily and im- 
mediately have designated each safe 
blow by crying ‘a hit’ and then go- 
ing on from there. 

Lack of this information was not 
only confusing but always tended to 
take some of the thrill from his re- 
counting. A long time ago an elec- 
trical scoreboard in the old Madison 
Square Garden used to ring a bell 


to register every hit while the batted 
ball was still on its way. It was 
such a tingle that the crowd would 
holler ‘Ring that bell’ when its fa- 
vorites were at the plate. It was 
dramatic color, and that being one 
of Husing’s main objectives, he 
missed plenty of chances, outside 
of the home runs. 

The other matter which Husing 
mever straightened out until the fin- 
ish in St. Louis was his conception 
of a Texas Leaguer. Anything to 
the outfield was a Texas Leaguer to 
him for days. Not that it made 
much difference except to lessen his 
standing as an authority with the 


fans. 

But WABC’s first line sport de- 
gscriber gets 100% on effort and cer- 
tainly tried to cover everything. 
Listening to him seemed the only 
way to get it the bestest and the 
fastest. His pre-game reading of 
wires, many from stage luminaries, 
was dropped with an explanation 
after the initial battle and a series 
of letters from sport editors sub- 
stituted or retained. They listened 
as merely fillers for the 15 minutes 
prior to the umps calling the game 
but, at least, Husing seemed to en- 
joy them. Sid, 





GRAHAM McNAMEE 
NBC 


If the World Series games in 
Philly and St. Louis were played as 
Graham McNamee announced them 
the result might have been different. 
NBC's chief announcer left more 
men stranded on third base than the 
Athletics, and they left plenty. 

‘Runs were scored and Graham 
promptly muffed ’em. Close plays 
occurred and he didn’t seem to know 
what happened until a few minutes 
later. McNamee exhibited but slight 
knowledge of the technicalities of 
the game and an extremely narrow 
vision of the activity on the playing 
field. This announcer has covered 
the last several series for his net- 
work. He ought to know baseball 
by now. It’s a good thing for both 
teams that Graham wasn't the um- 
pire. 

But he still remains the most 
minute describer of a foul ball in 
captivity. Bige. 





VERMONT LUMBER JACKS 
Singing and Dialog 
COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 

Pennick & Ford, Ltd., maker of 
syrup, is the sponsor for this frolic, 
as yet no prize. NBC lopped off the 
first 15 minutes of Archer Gibson's 
organ recital to make way for the 
Syrup, which seems to be groping 
in the dark on the start. 

For one thing the quartet yodel- 
ing here is far from being hotsy 
totsy, either as Yankee backwoods 
stuff or of the pop variety. That’s 
the trouble, the boys can’t decide 
which way to swerve. If that’s the 
way they sing around lumber camps, 
the boys had better take up pin- 
ochle. 

Tenor of the group alone shows 
promise, if they leave him alone. 
He has a good voice, and with 
proper selections would go over. Too 
bad he had to pick on such an old 
one as ‘All Alone’ to demonstrate 
his vocal ability, unless it was to 
impress he was doing solo. 

Only other promising factor isan 
accordionist who really plays the 
instrument. Dialog in the continu- 
ity is very weak and unfunny, if in- 
tended for humor. Unless some 
comedy punch can be inserted in the 
lines it would be just as well to cut 
the talk and also the glee-club stuff. 

Special lyrics concerning the 
product it advertises wouldn't be a 

, bad idea, either; even a theme song 
would be better than nothing. 


INVESTORS SYNDICATE 

With Jack Pettis Orchestra 
Musical 

COMMERCIAL 

KYW, Chicago 

In the analysis of this program 
so far as the Chicago area is con- 
cerned, one disadvantage  over- 
shadows. It would take a mightly 
warm attraction to melt the icicles 
left by the 15 minutes immediately 
preceding. That was a waxed ad- 
dress by Judge Rutherford who de- 
votes all his energies and oratory to 
warning an unregenerate world that 
doomsday is getting nearer with 
every listerine-laden breath! 

Does it call for an active imag- 
ination to figure how many listen- 
ers are still tuned in on KYW after 
the judge gets through spraying bit- 
ter aloes? 

‘Sunday Bright Spot’ is what the 
program has been dubbed. That 
billing no doubt is designed for pro- 
gram listing in dailies in lieu of 
trade desgnation. And rather a 
neat thought it is. Outside of Chi- 
cago it probably will escape Judge 
Rutherford, or equivilent, and have 
a chance to find favor. 

Meanwhile for the first broadcast 
all commercial copy save the nam- 
ing of the advertiser and the busi- 
ness address was omitted. That 
may not be for every week, how- 
ever. Likely that Investors Syn- 
dicate ‘vill follow plan of Halsey 
Stuart, S. W. Straus, and other fi- 
nancial houses in asking listeners 
to write for booklets, etc. 

Jack Pettis, of some reputation, 
leads a small musical combination 
that provides an enjoyable rythmic 
program. Warning should be issued 
however, against such numbers as 
‘Mississippi Sweet,’ which opened 
the program for no better reason 
than the program’s dedication to 
the Memphis office of Investors Syn- 
dicate. Any number so utterly de- 
void of melody is dangerous on the 
radio. Land. 


GUY ROBERTSON 

Baritone 

COMMERCIAL 

KYW, Chicago 

Difference between stage booking 
and radio is illustrated by this sta- 
tion transmitting Guy Robertson 
immediately following a male quar- 
tet. Things were pretty dull on 
this station when Robertson arrived 
for his initial broadcast for the 
Brown Shoe Company; and it’s aces 
for the stage baritone that he: built 
up the loud-speaker like a house- 
afire. Entire illumination of the 
showmanship question was _ strik- 
ingly displayed by the juxtaposition 
of these two radio programs. 
Smooth, easy-working vocalist, 
exhibiting poise that shone through 
the ether, got away to a fast start 
and held ’em, mixing up his tunes 
with a gag and leaving a few spots 
for Leonard Joy and his orchestra 
to instrumentalize. 

Robertson’s songs were well- 
chosen, mostly from musical come- 
dies and delivered in a strictly legit 
manner, with Robertson sending 
each tune away to an advantage 
—— short, well-spoken introduc- 
tion. 

In this series of commercials, 
Robertson has the opportunity of 
establishing himself for radio. He 
has a comparatively favorable eve- 
ning spot for his 15 minutes. Only 
thing to hold him down will be the 
distance between the once weekly 
appearances, 





ROUND TOWNERS nd _ Irene 
BEASLEY 
Songs 


Sustaining 
WABC, New York 

Peppy harmony by the Round 
Towners quartet with Miss Beasley 
spotted for solo interludes. Miss 
Beasley is a torch singer, possessing 
a husky voice. Two number she 
used were blues, her second being 
the obsolets ‘Am I Blue.’ Her voice 
appears to be pitched a bit too low, 
lending the impression that she’s 
whispering into the mike. Delivery 
gets by, but there’s a lack of feeling. 

Quartet features fast Harlem- 
esque tunes. Round Towners have 
three numbers to Miss Beasley’s 
two. In the main, the quartet works 
together, with here and there one of 
the boys taking the lead. Last num- 
ber used by the boys gave the solo 
spot to a tenor. 

Song was unusually fast paced, 
and singer seemed to have trouble 
keeping up with the orchestra. 


—_—_ 





‘PASSING SHOW’ 
Revue 

Sustaining 
WFAA, Dallas 

In keeping with this station’s bal- 
lyhoo as leading broadcaster for 
these parts, this spot serves chiefly 
the ‘innovation’ gag. 

Program is more or less a trailer 
of what’s coming up for the week, 
with snatches of the various theme 
tunes and chatter rushed through in 
machine gun rapidity. Perhaps sta- 
tion didn’t intend it for entertain- 
ment, but evidently overlooked lis- 
teners’ animosity towards straight 
bally. Is doubtful whether it ac- 
complishes either. 

Adams Colhoun, announcer, does 
most of the selling. <A soft, pleasant 
mike voice sets him off from rest of 
the entertainers. 

No doubt dialers with the yen for 
variety get plenty of it, mit gusto, 
but whether they'll tune in next 





Span. 


week is guessing. Rudy. 


BING CROSBY 
Songs 
Sustaining 


Having been on the air around 
New York for two or three weeks, 
Publix thinks enough of Crosby to 
book him into the New York Para- 
mount while RKO turned him down 
on the theory he isn’t yet well 
enough known around this area to 
draw sufficiently to offset the salary 
he’s asking. Both may be right. 
Singer is due at the Publix Times 
Square spot Oct. 31. 


When Crosby first came to town 
WABC had him warbling around 
10:30 or 11 at night. This hour was 
soon discarded for the more im- 
portant period of 7 p.m. He follows 
in Mort Downey, also {CBS, and 
Russ Colombo, NBC, between which 
two Crosby is mostly compared with 
the latter because both are bari- 
tones. 

Getting an earful of Crosby over 
a series of programs doesn’t leave 
mucn doubt that he’s not entirely 
at ease when delivering an un- 
familiar song. In other words, it 
sounds as though Crosby is best 
with established tunes which he has 
been able to study and work out 
for his style of delivery. This may 
mean he’s at the mercy of the song 
publishers because of being on 
nightly and using up three or four 
songs a period. 

Crosby’s best interpretation of a 
tune calls for special orchestrating 
and high grade variation of the 
melody of which his voice is capa- 
ble. He’s best with hot strings be- 
hind him although either Crosby or 
the studio evidently doesn’t think so 
because he’s changed orchestras 
during his WABC sojourn. 

If Crosby hasn’t his own arranger 
he should get one and stay three or 
four programs ahead all the time. 
Getting hold of a tune and being 
able to give it what he’s got, under 
the guidance of a note specialist, 
ought to make him a cinch for a 
commercial. As currently routin- 
ing it often sounds as if he were 
vocally fighting the songs of which 
he’s uncertain, thereby being forced 
to sing them straight and classing 
as just average when so limited. 

Crosby was one third of White- 
man’s Rhythm Boys a few years 
ago. He since came to prominence 
on the coast and caused attention 
through his phonograph recordings. 
If he can work out a schedule al- 
lowing him the same preparation for 
radio as for recording he’s a cinch 
for ether popularity despite his 
whistling which is open to debate 
because of following Downey with 
it. Sid, 


REV. PRESTON BRADLEY 
Sermon 

Sustaining 

WBBM, Chicago 


One hour and 45 minutes was de- 
voted to WBBM to this broadcast 
(27) from People’s Church. For the 
first 30 minutes of that period 
WMAQ had United Church services, 
WCFL Christian Science and WENR 
Central Church. All of these pro- 
grams are carefully remembered by 
the radio industry, for they are an 
important part of radio’s liquidation 
of its debt to ‘public service and 
convenience.’ 

Remarkably outspoken and re- 
freshingly free from the narrow 
prejudices of so many preachers, 
Preston Bradley is one of the best 
known clergymen in Chicago. He 
has built a wide radio audience, and 
it may be safely affirmed that for 
the purely secular unaffiliated citi- 
zen he is one of the few religious 
exhorters that can be not only en- 
dured but enjoyed. 

Radio stations have no particular 
concern with their Sunday preach- 
ing services, whether dull or vital. 
No burden is upon the station, or 
the network, as to quality, as in the 
case of entertainment. Neverthe- 
less it is of advantage to WBBM to 
have a live wire like Bradley rather 
than some stale doctrinaire. It 
means WBBM is being listened to 
and favorably associated. And, 
quite from a practical standpoint, it 
helps the commercial program that 
follows People’s Church. Land. 


‘GLOBE TROTTER’ 
Current Events 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, New York 


Announcements of news of the 
day, sponsored by the New York 
‘American’ and Hearst Metrotone. 
Name of speaker not announced, but 
does a creditable job. Touches on 
about a dozen events during his 15- 
minute talk. 

Plenty of plugs for the ‘American.’ 
After announcing a happening of 
some importance, speaker states 
‘you can learn much more about 
this by reading tomorrow’s ‘Ameri- 
ean’,’ 

Speaker handles each topic briefly, 
barely going into detail. Where 
necessary he explains the effect any 
event may have on current condi- 
tions and the country. 

Also credited in the talk are the 
Hearst correspondents who send in 
the stories. Also the Hearst wire 
service, Universal News. Domestic 
and foreign affairs were given about 
a 50-50 break Friday (2). The bal- 
ance is probably arranged accord- 





ing to the way the news breaks, 





RUSS COLUMBO 
With DON VOORHEES Orchestra 


Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
KECA, Los Angeles 

Columbo, like Bing Crosby, start- 
ed on the west coast and came to 
particular attention at the Cocoa- 
nut Grove of the Hotel Ambassador. 
Shutting one’s eyes to the printed 
identity of the singer, one wouldn't 
know who was who. Columbo has 
the same baritone style as Crosby, 
and is equally effective. 

Etherizing on an NBC hookup for 
Maxwell coffee with Don Voorhees’ 
orchestra, incidentally, equally ex- 
pert, the singer came through in 
great style. 

Reports on the coast are that Co- 
lumbo is outdistancing Crosby as an 
ether fav. Both sound equally ef- 
fective. Abel. 


FRANK PARKER 
Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Sweeheart Soap pays for this one. 
Sweetheart receives plenty for its 
money as the station announcer 
went through quite a wordy hurrah 
about the greatness of the commod- 
ity and then introduced Ruth Jor- 
dan, beauty expert, who went into 
further verbal ecstasies as to the 
whys and wherefores of femme de- 
sires to have a beauty skin and just 
what SS will do for the women. 

Miss Jordan is quite a kidder 
about the uses of the soap twice a 
day. She declares women should 
become skin-minded and devote at 
least 20 minutes a day to making 
blackheads disappear and the skin 
become beautiful. It is about the 
same line of beauty talk over the 
air, many, many times. 

After Miss Jordan had the listen- 
ers becoming groggy she introduced 
the ‘Sweetheart tenor.’ 

Frank Parker has been singing 
around the local stations a long 
time, assigned to different pro- 
grams. Sings well and changes his 
rep, although for the Sweetheart 
period he picked some easy ones, 
ballads of the ‘River St. Marie’ 
type. 

Then Miss Joyce resumed another 
of her commercial outbursts and 
Parker was lost in the dial shuffle. 

The commercial interests may not 
know, but it’s the overflow on the 
play for the plug that is fast killing 
periods like this one. Mark. 


MARENSKY BROS. 
Violin and Piano 
Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Duo in half-hour recital Sunday 
afternoon. Russian-flavored name 
adopted for broadcasting, pair be- 
ing the Hummel Brothers, concert 
artist-teachers of Albany. 

Mischa and Reuben, so-called on 
the air, are capable performers at 
their respective instruments, piano 
and violin. Play solos and duets of 
the masters, and do them well. Pro- 
grams, however, are strictly clas- 
sical. As such, main appeal is to 
music lovers and students, 

Weakness of programs, from 
viewpoint of mass pull, is not so 
much that they are of classical 
stuff, but that numbers are too 
long. As much as 12 minutes con- 
sumed in rendition of one number, 
while six to eight minutes not un- 
common. Doubtful if virtuoso 
could hold average dialer’s atten- 
tion for such time. 


LIFE SAVERS SUCCESS RE- 
PORTER 


Talk, Music 
Radio Disc 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Runoff is limited to five minutes 
and routined at a pace likely to hold 
the listeners’ attention. Opens 
with a quick tempo and fertissimo 
dance number. Announcer speeds 
through a few lines of ad copy and 
introduces the Success Reporter. 
Latter unreels a thumbnail sketch 
of the prominent person up for an 
interviewing. Program caught (29) 
had Johnny Weismuller telling how 
— swam to success and champion- 
ship. 

This five-minute shot has a re- 
lease through 30 stations currently 
on a seven-time weekly basis. Sub- 
jects interviewed are names promi- 
nent in the business, political, so- 
cial, sports and show world. Disc 
carrying the Weismuller bit im- 
pressed as a crack recording job. 


OZZIE NELSON 
Band 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, New York 

This bcy has come up nicely in 
the past few months. With consid- 
erable more climbing for him to do. 
Nelson is a crooner, but distinct 
from the general run. First, his 
voice is stronger than usual with 
crooners, almost nearing a baritone, 
and he sticks to close enunciation 
instead of sliding over his syllables 
as do Vallee and imitators. 

Band also seems to follow along 
these lines, with each bar distinctly 
emphasized, just as each syllable is 
in Nelson’s singing. Seemed in- 
clined a bit more to sweetness than 
syncopation night caught, with the 
pianist and sax standing out. Plenty 
of string and reed, with none too 
much brass, Kawuf. 








— 





PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Talk, Songs PROGRAM 
Sustainin 
WMAQ, Dihlnd 

Working through a radio c 
tee appointed by the Chica 
of Education, the ‘Daily N 
let for the past two year 
ona hig daily 20-minute 
give @ mothers at home 
room look-in through radio on tie 
activities of their hopefuls. Ceae 
mittee assigns the day and time 
of broadcast to the various primary 
and high schools, and it’s up to the 
principal to build the program Sveme 
among the pupils and the teachers, 
Hookup has functioned Smooth] 
and efficiently and has gainea a let 
of community favor for both the 
station and the newspaper. 

Programs are not picked up at the 
school but broadcast from the 
WMAQ studios. Practically every 
school assembly hall is equipped 
with a receiving set, and when a 
presentation from one of the schools 
is broadcast the pupils in that par- 
ticular school are brought together 
to listen in. Occasionally an of- 
ficial of the Chicago school system 
decides he has some message he 
wants to deliver all around, and the 
receiving hookup for that day em- 
braces every school in town. 

Typical program otherwise con. 
sists of essay reading by selected 
pupils or lectures by specialty 
teachers, enacting of plays framed 
around the theme of patriotism or 
se nieaged and solo or chorus sing- 
ng. 

Family listener interest through 
all this isn’t overlooked. Names of 
the young participants are, as a 
rule, announced. Understood that 
these daily educational releases are 
to be continued when NBC takes 
over operation of the station, Nov. 1, 


Ommite 
50 Boarg 
ews’ oute 
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Periods to 


_F. A. MITCHELL-HEDGES 


Explorer and Author 
Sustaining 
WENR, Chicago 

Mr. Hedges, an Englishman with 
some repute as a traveler and 
writer, is replacing the groove fore 
merly occupied by the marathon. 
tongued Floyd Gibbons on Sunday 
nights. When Gibbons’ commercial 
tieup with the Detroit Non-Shatter- 
able Glass Company expired recent- 
ly NBC was left in a hole, which 
the Hedges’ 15-minute spiel is now 
filling, apparently. 

Doubtful if NBC will go through 
with this program if Mr. Hedges’ 
future broadcasts will be anything 
like his second, first to be reviewed, 
Talking of his adventures in Cen- 
tral America, Hedges paints a pret- 
ty pungent picture of native life in 
the particular section of the country 
he describes. But he concerns him- 
self more with social, moral and 
cares aspects than geogra- 
phy. 

It’s all pretty morbid stuff, taking 
in taboos, evil spirits, fetishes, etc, 
while death stalks in the bushes. 
One of those things. Not a ‘very 
pleasant discourse when he starts to 
describe how the natives contract 
and combat diseases amid sordid 
surroundings. Neither is Mr. 
Hedges’ description of burial serv- 
Ices among the Central American 
Indians very entertaining. 

Mr. Hedges talks well and could 
make his travel observations more 
interesting by turning to subjects 
more lively than death and sick- 
ness. Span. 





BEN HILL 
Sports 
Sustaining 
WRR, Dallas 

Following trend of newspapermen 
in other southern towns, Dallas 
muggs are hying for the mike pop, 
but this one goes on record as the 
first one to actually try establishing 
himself as a weekly feature. Which 
speaks for itself. 

Self-styled, ‘the great Hill,’ seem- 
ingly endeavors to put over a Floyd 
Gibbons speed chatter, with the ef- 
fort too obvious, and, what's worse, 
hard to understand. Said chatter 
composed of brief sport quips, thou- 
roughly familiarized to listeners via 
four dailies. Band furnishes poP 
request tunes in between while the 
sports writer attempts the m. © 
stuff. 

Program is spotted for the ace 
Sunday noon hour, and prompt an- 
nouncement of requests, plus name, 
address, et al, fetches response. 

At that, spot has its possibilities, 
especially during football season, 
which a little more inside dope and 
less of the ‘personality’ might help. 

Rudy. 


VERA VAN 
Songs and Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
KMTR, Hollywood : 
Although Vera Van was singim 
before Morton Downey caught the 
country by the ears, the 15-minuté 
period in which she is now working 
has been patterned obviously afte 
the Came] program. In a territory 
where announcers grow hoarse pt 
ing to shout each other down he = 
volubly asinine plugs for merehan 
who pay the checks, such mimicry 
deserves commendation rather tha 
condemnation. 
There’s the soft, 


flow of music, the announcers ’ 7 
doing ve 





. ed 
uninterrupt 
‘ low 


drawl, and Miss Van ing 
much right by herself in 2 CrOOt tm 
delivery close to the mike. F aah 

appropriately, are buying the Prange 


Best thing on this station. 
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Advertiser as Own Actor 





Yiddish 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 

What looks like a mad scramble 
for recognition and superiority has 
developed over the air between a 
dozen or more of Jewish programs. 
of all the foreign tongued periods, 
gubsidized by commercial sources, 
the Yiddish is becoming more and 


more conspicuous. 

With little or no professional tal- 
ent at hand, these Jewish programs 
continue to grind out a total of 10 
or 12 hours a week, more than half 
of which time is devoted to adver- 
tising and publicity of one kind or 
another. When at first only a few 
Jewish hours started it got little at- 
tention, but with increasing num- 
pers it resulted in a free-for-all 
condition that’s now kicking back. 
In the past six months the average 
Jewish program has been compelled 
to change routines and presenta- 
tions almost every week after com- 
plaints from listeners became too 
numerous to be ignored. 

Confidence 


Figuring the initial time cost as 
pienty, Jewish commercial spon- 
sors stand pat on the cheapest kind 
of talent or preferably free. Sur- 
prising, too, how many no pay per- 
formers will stand in line for a 
chance to break in over the air. On 
one particular program the sponsor 
photographer spotted himself in the 
frolic as a featured singer. And 
had himself announced, too. How 
many more instances of this kind 
there are is hard to tell, but prob- 
ably enough. 

Some of the stuff pulled on these 
Jewish hours is really funny. For 
example, the announcer’ usually 
talks in English while oftimes he 
will mix both languages. One of the 
mike boys recently was heard to 
announce that the ‘next number 
will be a little Yiddish ditty’ and 
the orchestra went right back into 
‘El Chocalo,’ the familiar Argentine 
tango. 

Key to Bliss 

Overlengthy advertising spiels 
is what’s killing off the Jewish 
prospects on the air more than any- 
thing else. Long, drawn out, and 
monotonous gabfests ruin what 
value there might be in the ensuing 
few minutes of actual entertain- 
ment. Recently an executive of a 
big furniture company went on a 
philosophical spree, leading his 
listeners to believe he was a col- 
lege professor or something akin 
to it, and after 15 minutes wound 
up by saying ‘there can be no hap- 
Piness in the home unless it’s filled 
with Ginsberg’s furniture.’ 





Riley’s Roadhouse at 
Saratoga Razed by Fire 


Saratoga, N. Y., Oct. 12. 

While incendiarism is suspected 
in the blaze which razed Riley’s 
Lakehouse, investigation by author- 
ities is not expected to produce any- 
thing because of the complete de- 
Struction of the building and its 
contents, 

Riley’s closed its 45th season just 
before Labor Day. So far as known, 
no one had been inside the place 
since, 

It was built in 1886 by the late 
Jim Riley, sculling champion of the 
Period, and passed into the hands 
of Riley’s Lakehouse, Inc., a ddbzen 
years ago. Corporation is directed 
by John Bleek and Mr. and Mrs. 
Matthew Dunn. 


Commish’s la. Grant 


Des Moines, Oct. 12. 

Central Broadcasting Co., Daven- 
Port and Des Moines, is tentatively 
authorized to increase power of its 
Synchronized stations, WHO-WOC, 
to 50,000 watts by federal radio 
Commission. Grant was made with 
the understanding, however, that 
the operation of the two stations 
Would be succeeded by erection of 
4 single broadcasting unit at Mal- 
com, Ia., with cost of proposed new 
Station to be between $225,000 and 


$250,000, WHO-WoOc now operates 
On 5,000 


: watts. 

Capital worth of Central Broad- 
Catine Co, is $236,258.29. Annual 
fost of operating present stations | 
§ $217 


‘916.22 and annual income 


ited at $287 H00, 


&tin 


Merchants Rate Talent at Zero— 
Over 50% Plug 
= + 





Free Column 


Radio Perkins’ radio column, 
publicity gag, Oct. 17. 

It is going on to free s) 
cation to 100 papers. 


NBC’s $35 Per Is Best 


Minimum Pay for Coast 
Stock and Legit Actors 


San Francisco, Oct. 12." 

Radio is coming to mean more 
and more to the waning ranks of 
legit and stock players who’ve been 
plugging along on the coast for a 
number of years. Dramatic produc- 
tion on the western front being 
what it is, they’re rapidly turning 
to the ether. 

NBC is the largest local buyer of 
dramatic talent and also the best 
spender, supporting a crew of about 
30, including players, producers and 
writers. Chain spends around $1,500 
weekly on a half dozen drama pres- 
entations, half of which are un- 
sponsored. KPO also goes in for 
this brand of amusement, while 
most of the other local stations 
press members of their announcing, 


Starts 


ndi- 











singing and technical staff into 
service as players. 
NBC pays a minimum of $35 


weekly to its players, some draw- 
ing more, and while that’s plenty 
small as a pay-check it’s still a lot 
better than peddling insurance or 
stocks. 





Lucas on Commercial 


Six weeks of sustaining broad- 
casts, five nights weekly, have sold 
Nick Lucas as a commercial at 
$2,000. 

The vaudeville and disc singer 
will croon for soup on the Camp- 
bell program over NBC starting 
around Nov. 1. 


POOREST AUDIENCE 


Radio Studio Customers Take Cluck 
Cake 








San Francisco, Oct. 12. 

Broadcasting station’s programs 
played to a studio audience draw 
the poorest class of customers in 
the country. Attendants at these 
shows are a motley crew. Mostly 
they’re disappointed wives and un- 
employed Santa Clauses whose 
I. Q. generally isn’t much over 23. 

Performers call ’em goops, stupes 
and eclucks. Musicians term ’em 
ickies. They’re recognizable by the 
agape mouth, the far away stare 
in the eyes, and run-down heels. 

They’re worst at the matinees. 
Then it is that stations get an m. c. 
and a few staff acts and stage an 
informal, ad lib program. The gags 
can’t be too new. As a matter of 
fact, most of radio’s gags come 
second handed anyway, but the 
more they’ve been bandied about 
the more certain they are of landing 
with the ickies, who can’t savvy 
anything newer than ‘Who was that 
lady I saw you with?” 


Rev. Musselman’s Station 
Must Prove Its Motive 


Easton, Pa., Oct. 12. 

WCBA, Allentown, has been re- 
quested by the Radio Commission 
to show that it is operated in the 
public interest. The commission 
granted a hearing to complaints of 
individuals against the nature of 
programs broadcast by the station. 
Zev, B. Bryan Musselman is owner 
and broadcasts many church ser- 
vices, 

Among 
that the 


were charges 
station was operated for 
personal interest, and that Rev. 
Musselman permitted broadcasting 
an astrologer with questions and 
and 
advertise- 


complaints 


by 
answers 


broadcasts 





not of public interests 
misleading 
ij ments. 

ently denied 


| Station was re appli- 


ation for increased power. 


| Warnow Staffed 
rnow, conductor fe 


bee aie 


SENTIMENT VS. CASH 


Notre 





Dame Glee Club 
Armour Exclusive 


Ruled 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Protest lodged by a commercial 
using the same act on the same 
night prompted the NBC New York 





office to order -RKO to pull the 
Notre Dame Glee club from its 
broadcast last Friday (9). Colle- 


}giate warblezs were 
}go on for the theatre circuit about 
jan hour after they had done their 
we for Armour and Co. 

RKO had arranged to slip in the 
| club with Mrs. Knute Rockne 
}and ‘Hunk’ Anderson, current Notre 
| Dame coach, on that section of the 


glee 


|circuit’s national hookup plugging 
| the release of ‘Spirit of Notre 
nomcacter It was to be a gratis con- 
| 


tribution on the part of the college 
harmonizers, while their ap- 
pearance on the meat packer’s had 
them tabbed for a substantial pay- 
check, 


WMAQ'S UNIQUE 
SETUP WITH 2 
NETWORKS 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Station WMAQ may, when Dec. 1 
rolls around, find itself making ra- 
dio broadcasting history. For the 
first time since the organization of 
the national networks, it will on 
that date, unless Columbia hooks 
up with another local outlet, carry 
both NBC and CBS programs. It’s 
okay with him, President A. H. 
Aylesworth has graciously assured 
President William S. Paley. 

When NBC grabbed WMAQ the 
first of last month, it duly notified 
CBS that the station would avail 
itself of the right to cancel the Co- 
lumbia franchise on 60 days’ notice. 
Figuring that Columbia by that 
time would pick up a Chicago sta- 
tion to take care of the WMAQ 
loss, NBC announced that it would 
take over full operation of the ac- 
quired ‘Daily News’ outlet on Nov. 1. 

Meantime Columbia turned for an 
out to WGN, the ‘Tribune’ mouth- 
piece, with the latter refusing to 
consider any proposition unless it 
had to do with buying time at the 
full card rate plus a bonus. Pressed 
for time and realizing it had no 
other local resort, CBS dropped its 
original idea of buying into a sta- 
tion and started talking time-buy- 
ing terms. Negotiations then hit a 
snag when WGN informed the chain 
that all but evening hours, and 
these only for commercials, were 
out. 


boy 





Gaston-Alphonse 

Last week Paley and Aylesworth 
got together to discuss the Chicago 
situation, the NBC prexy having 
heard that the opposition wasn’t 
making much progress in the WGN 
negotiations, Paley said he didn’t 
think he’d have another outlet by 
Nov. 1 and a month’s extension was 
suggested. 

Aylesworth remarked that the 
postponement would put NBC to 
some inconvenience, but his com- 
pany wouldn’t think of freezing Co- 
lumbia out of Chicago. If Paley 
didn’t pick up an affiliate by the end 
of the current month, his programs 
could stay on WMAQ for another 
month. But these programs would 
be limited to commercials already 
on and only between the evening 
hours of from 6:45 to 8. NBC, he 
said, would have to use the rest 
of the time to take care of its own 
sponsored and sustaining shows. 





NBC Takes 3 Docs 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Three Doctors were suddenly 
pulled off the Columbia sustaining 
chain by NBC Friday and assigned 





a daily spot on its own network, 
starting today (12). Trio for the 
past year had been carried over 
CBS out of the ‘Daily News’ out- 
let, WMAQ, which has the team 
under contract. Switch constitutes 
NBC’s initial meddling with 
WMAQ’s talent since the chain 
bought a controlling interest in 
the station six weeks ago. NBC 
is not due to take over the WMAQ 

operation until Nov. 1. 
New schedule has the Three Doc- 
tors spotted for 15-minute sustain- 
periods five afternoor a week 
one weekly commercial) pro 


scheduled to} 


{ more 


Follow the 





. 
Fan Mail Off 
Fan mail at radio studios 
has dropped 50° in the last 
two months. 











Pictures Can’t Use Any 


Radio Talent Unless 
Artists Can Film Act 


Attempts of NBC and CBS to sell 
some of their talent to picture com- 
panies for shorts haven’t met with 
much success. Film companies 
don’t want radio’s artists unless they 
can fit a role, comedy or dramatic. 

The promised publicity radio with 
the gag means nothing to the pic- 
ture companies. That’s their 
ing bull, too. 

About the first radio artists who 
not national names but appear 
to be set for pictures, negotiations 
now being consummated, are F. 
Chase Taylor and Bud Hulick, CBS 





sell- 


are 


artists. Warners is negotiating. for 
this comedy team for six shorts. 
Taylor and Hulick appeared in 


vaude before radio. 

About the only exception to the 
film companies’ antipathy for radio 
artists is Phillips Lord, the Seth 
Parker of the air, who recently 
completed a $300,000 talker on the 
coast for Radio Pictures. R. P. 
went for the high cost Parker talker 
on the strength of a sales talk de- 
livered to R. P. by James Turner, 
asst. to RKO pres. Brown. Turne: 
has charge also of the RKO radio 
hour, which starts each Friday 
night in New York at 10:30; Chi- 
cago, 9:30; Denver, 8:30; L. A., 7:39, 
etc, 


CBS DISSOLVES JUDSON 
UNIT, DROPS EMPLOYEES 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

William 8S. Paley has ordered the 
dissolution of the Judson Radio 
Program Corp., one of the seven 
managerial units tied together as the 
Columbia Concerts Corporation, 
with Arthur Judson as directing 
head. 

Paley, when the group was 
merged last year did not fancy the 
stepchild of his joining CBS. Em- 
ployees of Judson were given two 
weeks’ notice Oct. 5. 

Judson’s outfit was organized six 
years ago and until merging with 
CBS held top position as a stager 
and promoter of radio programs. 
Judson continued, even after the 
merger to do business with both 
networks. 

Understood Jack Adams, president 
of Judson organization, is trying to 
get a syndicate to take over the 
company and continue the business. 
He recently organized a subsidiary, 
Spot Time, Inc., which had exclu- 
sive representation of 70 radio sta- 
tions. 


4 NBC Stations Divvy 


Damrosch—15 Mins. Each 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 
With its own station, WENR, and 
three affiliates to call on locally, 
NBC is still up against the problem 
of finding time for its sustaining 
or institutional programs. Fans in- 
terested in picking up the first of 











the new Walter Damrosch series, 
labeled the ‘NBC Music Apprecia- 
tion Hour,’ last Friday (9) were 


l kept busy switching stations every 


15 minutes, 
than a 
open on its 
Damrosch 
both the 
Friday 


No station could find 
quarter of an hour 
schedule, 
series is 
red and 


routed over 
blue networks 
mornings. Assignment of the 
entire hour to WMAQ is figured 
when the network takes over that 
station next month. 


Steno Checking Panner 
Youngstown, Oct. 12. 


WKBN broadcasts are not wasted 
on theatre managers. Stenog hired 





by managers listens in nighily on 
panning from the Town Crier 


Pannings are blamed by managers 
on their refusal to advertise by air 

The ste nog is compiling a word 
for-word transer 


ipt of broadcast: 





| which will go to the radio commi 


‘ 


Sheeplike Radio Advertisers Play a 


Leader in Bunches 


+ 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Ether merchandisers, like the pic- 
ture-producing gentry, have become 
both addicts and adepts at the game 
the leader. If 
major status in an 
taken 
line to make a 


of tollow one com- 
indus- 


cue 


nany of 


y goes radio, it’s is a 
the others down the 


running hopforthe same bandwagon, 


Reverse also applies, If the leader 
drops out, the others soon follow 
suit. And if the pacemaker de- 
to take another crack at the 
medium, the sé mble in that di- 
rection in the same field starts all 
over again. 
Network sales departments, now 


aware of this habit for tagging after 
the toprungers, out to crash 
the advertisire budgets of an in- 
dustry by first concentrating their 
forces upon one of the leaders. Once 
they spear a here they 
know the rest through 
with much 

To bring 
broadcast fold, 
there, the chains 
out of their way, holding out and 
granting all sorts of inducements 
and concessions. He's the white- 
haired boy that must be carefully 
nurtured and graciously 
These bellwethers frequently turn 
to be insufferable, but the networks, 
fearful of the consequences of a 
break, put up with a lot that would 
get short shrift from the print boys. 
Case in point is one of the big to- 
bacco distribs. 

Index to what way the herd has 
drifted or is currently verging mani- 
fests itself in comparing the classi- 
fled lists of NBC advertisers char- 
tered by the chain about every six 
months, 


start 


contract 
will 
persuasion. 


come 
less 
the toprunger into the 
and to keep him 
go considerably 


Radio Sets Zero 

Biggest shift shown by the latest 
classified list is that taken by the 
radio receiver and supply industries. 
It’s a shift that has almost reached 
the .vanishing point. Six months 
ago the radio set classification car- 
ried seven national distributors. 
Only one remaining is Atwater Kent, 
and that outfit’s contract merely 
calls for a single broadcast monthly. 

Another notable drop in clients 
is reflected in the shoe industry col- 
umn, the decrease being almost 50°%. 
Still bigger clip taken in steamship 
and railroad advertising, with the 
Great Northern’s Empire Builder 
being most conspicuous by its ab- 
sence on the current list. For three 
consecutive years it had been one 
of the network’s pet accounts. Only 
railway remaining on the NBC books 
is the Canadian Pacific. 

These losses are more than made 
by a heavy induction of accounts 
from the tobacco, cosmetic and 
food industries, with the first tak- 
ing lead position in the percentages 
of increase. Pickup in the auto- 
motive column is due to the recent 
coming in of three tire manufac- 
turers, Firestone, General Tire and 
Goodyear. Firestone had _ started 
the parade back. Among the articles 
of food the coffee bean takes prece- 
dence, with eight brands using the 
network to tell their stories, 

Trends 

Slight increases are also noted in 
the financial and insurance, paints 
and paint supplies, confectionery 
and soft drinks, and magazine col- 
umns. Reverse side of the picture 
shows the following drift during the 
past six months by industries: 

Building material, from 7 accounts 
down to 3. 

Clothing, from 4 to 3. 

House Furniture and Furnishings, 
from 8 to 5. ae 

Radio Sets and Tubes, from 6 to 1. 

Shoes, from 8 to 5. 

Machinery and Mechanical Sup- 
plies, from 2 to 1. 


Gus Edwards and His 
‘Schooldays’ on Air 


Edwards is preparing a 
‘School Days’ turn for the radio. It 
will contain about 15 kidlets of both 
sexes. Meanwhile, Gus in person 
will go against the mike tomorrow 
evening (14) on WABC for the Vi- 
tality commercial hour. 





Gus 


Collette Gees Radio 


Estelle Colette is going on the 





| 


j 


air for NBC Thursday (15). 
Ifer husband, Bill Demarest, went 


jon W.ABC a week or so ago. 


Miss Collette left the stage when 
Demarest (Demarest and Collette) 


ted with musical productions, 
|graduating into lead roles with the 
} karl Carroll shows. 


humored, | 


Sm Aly Mt cll a a= 
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Tuesday, October 13, 1931 

















































































































































Inside Stuff—Radio 





Round Trip Air 


Air authorities are about to encounter a new problem, 
who used to broadcast goat gland chatter from Milford, Kans., 


Brinkley, 
was stopped by the radio commission. 


will broadcast from Villa Acuna, Mexico, 
The programs will originate in Milford, and the commission is trying 
to figure just what it can do in the matter of a program originating in 





this country but put on the air from Mexico by remote control. vho took operation of the place | ace band leader. Currently he’s on 
It has no jurisdiction over ether waves wafted from the land of the peo + 2 who withdrew | the Coast CBS hookup. 
cactus, but the round trip program seems to be something else again— atter Chet Marks co-owner had Mark draws a young crowd, par- 
but what? . % “a i Th Boat had t ticularly on Friday nights when 
een murdered. e boat had been | swains and their gals from the 
. L open a week when it was visited by surrounding Stanford, U., St. 
‘ . —— Tren te Dancunang ——er federal officers who said they found | Mary’s, Mills and other colleges 
When the Boswell Sisters go commercial Oct. 16 with Baker Chocolates | jiquor and a portable bar, pack the Peacock room and often 
on CBS, they will be heard in New York as a sustaining broadcast. Rest Rose was placed under $2,000 and | overflow into the annex. While 
of the CBS stations will carry it as commercial. pleaded not guilty. His trial will be | most of the collegiates make more 
Baker contracted for approximately 40 CBS stations all over the] pneld before Federal Judge Hahn. noise than anything else, the 75- 
country, with the exception of CBS’ New York outlet, WABC. From cent cover runs into a neat total. 


reports, advertiser doesn’t want this station. 

Boswells will go on the Baker broadcasts from WABC, New York, 
with two announcing mikes in the studio. 
nouncements come, the commercial plug will be inserted for the entire 
CBS out-of-town hook-up, while through another mike the broadcast 
will be locally announced as sustaining. 

Said to be the first time CBS ever carried a broadcast of this nature. 





Weekly Educational Programs 
educational broadcasts to be presented starting Oct. 
the National Advisory 
received by 


Series of weekly 
17 on NBC by 
has been more favorably 
any educational periods sponsored by 

In previous cases where NBC has 


associated stations were slow to signify a willingness to accept them. 


A number would not agree to accept 
In this instance NBC reports it has 


its associated stations and that nearly 100% of NBC's 
which will carry these periods, have agreed to broadcast the programs. 


NBC's educational broadcasts come 


and on that basis are aired by the associated stations on a two-way 
NBC doesn’t charge the stations for the broad- 
neither does the associated stations charge NBC for acceptance. 


gratis arrangement. 

casts; 
NBC pays each of its associated 

accepting sustaining programs. 





Televised Scoreboard 


CBS will commence broadcasting 
station Saturday (17). 


is moved along the board with each 
The football television broadcasts, 


with CBS’s WABC for sound, over which station Ted Husing announces 
Plays on the board will follow according to Husing’s 


the football games. 
announcement. 


Broadcast will show the plays on a football 
board which Bill Shute, handling television for CBS, devised. “Board is 
black with white lines marking the yards and a white ball. 


Programs? 
Dr. John R. 


Now the Ice announces that he 
commencing Oct. 21. 


When the time for the an- 


Council on Radio in Education, 
NBC's associated stations than 
that network heretofore. 

staged educational programs, the 


them at all. 
received immediate response from 
WEAF chain, 


under the heading of institutional, 


stations about $25 per hour for 


football games over its television 


Ball 
play of the game announced. 
over W2XAB, will be synchronized 





STAR AND GARTER 


(Continued from page 36) 


ically, lets her hand glide over her 
body; she exerts herself, full of sex 
movement. Maybe that’s the an- 
swer. 


It’s going to be a tough three- 
way battle on this corner, a fight 
that'll probably vitiate all of them, 
and send a couple of them into 
other policies. 


BROOKLYN THEATRE 


(STOCK) 


Only difference between wheel and 
stock burlesque this season is that 
in wheel burlesque the players are 
changed weekly. But in all bur- 
lesque the gags are always playing 
stock. 


Here the stock gags are just a bit 
dirtier than anywhere else in New 
York, though with the same intent. 
At the Brooklyn, formerly Werba’s, 
the comedians don’t waste time 
with double entendre. They prob- 
ably figure that burlesque audiences 
by this time are broadminded 
enough not to take offense at plain 
language. After all, who goes to 
burlesque expecting cleanliness? 

And after all, who goes to bur- 
lesque? 

About a half a house did here the 
evening caught (8), and they saw 
the return—‘back by popular de- 
mand’—of Eddie (Nut) Kaplan. 
This young fellow showed much 
promise of better things a couple of 
seasons ago, but now he appears to 
have deteriorated into the best new 
comedian in burlesque, Deterior- 
ated is correct, for Kaplan is strictly 
burleycue now, having picked up a 
style and method of comedy think- 
ing that won't be easily discarded 
when burlesque is washed up and 


was such a good burlesque comedian 
at the Brooklyn the other evening 
that he was a keen disappointment. 
The Brooklyn stock show runs 
according to the regular routine—a 
strip and a bit, and another strip 
and another bit. In celebration of 
Kaplan’s return, most likely, the 
house outdid itself in the first-act 
finale, with a nite-club set involv- 
ing double and triple stages in the 
rear. The grand pit orchestra of 
five was on the stage surrounded by 
girls. Some of the cast contributed 
specialties, and Kaplan used a hoof- 
ing team, Spap and Ginger, for 
stooging purposes. Probably the 
first burlesque stooges to admit it, 
but not so new, with Kaplan cop- 
ping the Ted Healy turn bodily and 
giving it the reverse works. 


Pretty big cast and 18 girls, latter 
on the runway most of the time. 


Names in addition to Kaplan are 
Chic Hainter, George Carroll, Lew 
LeRoy, Dona Davis, Margie Block, 
Babe Abbott, 


Leff. Girls are ‘Rose Gordon's Rose- 
buds.’ 


(George Katz, pres.) 
grammed operator; 
manager. 


Harry 
Bige. 





Baby Adele Lands 


program. 
She starts about Nov. 
CBS wire. 





Somers’ Far Journey 
London, Oct. 3. 
Bebroy Somers and his band sai 
for South Africa Nov. 
son at Johannesburg, 





Kaplan has to look elsewhere He 


Capetown. 


Belle Regis, Virginia 
Jones, Marion Wakefield and Harry 


De Luxe Theatrical Enterprises 
is the pro- 
Rose, 


Baby Adele, Bessie Macl:’s pro- 
tege, goes for ‘Vitality’ commercial 


15 over 


13 for sea- 
Durban and 


Raid Closes Show Boat 


Toledo, Oct. 12. 
Show Boat, night club attraction 
for police in the last two weeks, has 
been closed. License for operating 
of the place was revoked by police 
after a federal liquor rap, arrest 
of a gangster, and the murdering of 
two Toledo gamblers. 

The Show Boat was opened Sept. 
24 by Johnny Rose and Dave Moses 








News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 48) 


with cruelty and unreasonable 
jealousy. 





Although divorced, Kathlyn Wil- 
liams and Charles Eyton, former 
film exec, have drawn up wills leav- 
ing their estates to each other. They 
were divorced in Reno last January. 





Verne Meicero, actress, was 
booked by Hollywood police last 
week for possession of a gallon and 
pint of liquor. 





June Marlowe and her brother, 
Armour Marlowe, last week were 
ordered by L. A. courts to pay Henry 
M. Oviatt $100 damages as a result 
of an auto crash. Nellie McLaren 











who also sued for $5,000 each, was| the Dark,’ he inadvertently got a 
given nothing. Miss Marlowe’s| »@8r or two ahead of the band. A 
cross-complaint for $169 damages to comment on that, spoken aloud, 
her car was denied. drew from a _ neighborhing col- 
legiate table the information, ‘Oh, 
2 but he’s Joel McCrea’s' brother.’ 
Daisy DeVoe last week filed ap-| Which squared everything. 
peal from orders denying her a new ili talissbincinlinlcigdateaeiclasnbeiaonaia 
trial to escape serving an 18- 
months’ jail term in L. A. for con- FE 
viction on grand theft charges pre- ngagements 
ferred by Clara Bow, Miss DeVoe's 
former employer. Her appeal is a . Giese . 
based on allegations of trial errors.|_ Reis 4nd Dunn on Icyeast once 
weekly over CBS. 
Eugenle Repelsky, dancer, was| ,Hlliam Roth for Linit, CBS, Oct. 
7? ’ “As 9F_9e_4 
granted a Las Vegas divorce from 26-28 sal 
Arthur Repelsky. “ im 
Nix Sez Stagg to NBC 
Fredric Girnau, convicted pub- Saha n 
lisher, last week won the right to Chicago, Oct. 12. 


an examination by a government 
physician on which may depend his 
plea for probation. Affidavits from 
two physicians have been presented 
to show that imprisonment of Gir- 
nau will mean death. He is suffer- 
ing from tuberculosis of the throat, 
and had been sentenced to serve a 
term in prison for printed attacks 
on Clara Bow, combined with as- 
serted misuse of the mails. 





Al Rosen, Hollywood agent, is be- 
ing sued for $6,000 damages by Ar- 
thur Neumann who alleges Rosen 
negligently drove into his truck, 
overturning it and pinning Neumann 


Mid-West 


Floridian dance hall, Chicago, was 
raided last week for operating with- 
out a license, and the manager, Bar- 
ney Garber, was arrested. 











Farfan Inca Opera Company, 
composed of 50 members, a number 
of whom claim direct descent from 
the Incas of Pizarro’s time, have 
been booked for the Chicago 
World’s Fair in 1933. 


Byrdetta Evans, singer, formerly 
of the Ziegfeld chorus, makes her 
concert debut in Chicago on Oct. 28. 





Grace Wells, legit and vaude, was 
last week granted a divorce from 
Thomas Burgner, non-pro., 
grounds of cruelty, having been 
1} slapped and kicked around. No ali- 
mony asked. 





Harold Fowler McCormick 
week secured a quick divorce from 








LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








| MAX FISHER | 





AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 


Exclusively WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


Ganna Walska, opera singer, on the 
charge of desertion. They were 
married on Aug. 11, 1922, in Paris. 





Stewart-Warner last week organ- 
ized a subsidiary known as the 





| ABE LYMAN 


ing Co., for the production of color 


| Stewart-Warner Film Manufactur- 
film, 





and HIS ORCHESTRA 





Brunswick Records 








| TED LEWIS 


||| GEORGE OLSEN 





Century, Baltimore, Md. 
Exclusive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Personal Representative 
H. HAROLD GUMM 
1540 Broadway. New York 





EDDIE MORAN AT PAR 


mount grill, New York, Monday (12) 
as the new m.c, 





new floor show for Nov. 3. 





| Rickard Advanced 





AND HIS MUSIC 
Enroute to New York 





OPENS CLUB RICHMAN Oct. 22 


San Francisco, Oct. 12. 


vaneed Rick 


sistant production chiefs’ 


hostelry, still has Anson Weeks and 
orchestra. They have been here, on 
and off, for three years. 
tween were engagements at the 
Hotels Roosevelt in New York, and 
Biltmore, Los Angeles, which dates, 
along with some Columbia record- 
ing and 
casting for NBC and CBS have 
given Weeks a national name as an 


on 


last 


Eddie Moran went into the Para- 


Grill has LeRoy Prinz to stage a 


Columbia-Don Lee chain has ad- 
Rickard from the as- 
job at 
KFRC to the managership of KGB, 


Hotel Mark Hopkins 


(SAN FRANCISCO) 
San Francisco, Oct. 8. 
Mark Hopkins, swank Nob Hill 


In 


transcontinental broad- 


Entertainment doesn’t take in 
the chorines and singers sported by 
some places but does include an 
excellent dance team, Jack Holland 
and June Knight, Mark standbys 
and big favs, who are doubling 
from ‘Nine O'Clock Revue’ (stage) 
at the Geary. In a pair of dances 
they exhibited a class and quality 
seldom seen on the coast and a 
style that should land them in the 
big doings when once they hit the 
east. 

Weeks doesn’t preside over his 
orch with a baton but sticks to the 
piano. Boys put out a brand of 
dansapation that includes plenty of 
rhyhtm and melody. Sweet music 
their forte. Members do whatever 
vocalizing there is. Big tune here 
is ‘I’m Sorry, Dear,’ which Weeks 
wrote along with Johnny Scott and 
Charlie Tobias. 

Hotel management had Weeks 
introduce one of the guests, John 
McCrea, a youngster who warbled 
several tunes. On one, ‘Dancing in 








There’s evidently a limit to the 
commercializing of college athletics. 
NBC publicity department started 
to frame a picture with one of its 
sopranos, Ruth Lyons, surrounded 
by a University of Chicago football 
squad, when Alonzo Stagg, the 
coach, objected. 
Pa.’s explained that the mike 
warbler was U of C grad, but Stagg 
declared the stunt was out. He 
said he didn't want his grid boys 
commercialized. 





Show’s Free Plug 


Major Bowes will devote half of 
his Oct. 23 NBC hour to Peter Ar- 
no’s ‘Here Goes the Bride’ (legit). 
Acts in the show, Clark and McCul- 
lough, Frances Langford, Victoria 
Cummings and Roberta Robinson, 
will go before the mike, also Arno. 
None of the cast will be paid for 
the radio work, nor is Major Bowes 
charging Arno for the time. It’s 
just a reciprocal gratis arrange- 
ment, for the talent and plug. 


DOLAN WITH NBC 
Ken Dolan, Rudy Vallee’s rep, is 
added to Artists’ Bureau of NBC. 
Dolan will fill the spot left vacant 
by Earnest Cutting, who was shifted 
over to the Waldorf. 








Interchange Ends 





(Continued from page 4) 


myself on my home lot?’ And then 
the argument starts. 


Warrer Bros., 


first place. 


preferable to keep the talent idle. 
The indies alone are safest fo 


schedules. 


Harry Cohn did the same for 
Barbara Stanwyck by turning over 
a $35,000 bonus when she went to 
and the rest is his- 
tory. Those bonuses from one studio 
to another usually arise when a 
star is comparatively cheap in the 


This has resulted in the decision 
to cut out star-lending. Restrictions 
are also on for featured contract 
players not being loaned unless 
protracted periods of shutdown are 
inevitable, and then the usual time- 
out allowed in contracts makes i‘ 


loans over the summer because of 
their necessary quickie production 
But it’s a gamble when 
major studios borrow, as they can 


| 


Broadcasters Haven’t 0 
Heard of Equity Rule 
On No-Pay Television 


—— 

Equity’s ban on its members worke 
ing on television broadcasts unless 
the casts are 100% Equity, has not 
affected any of the television sta« 
tions yet. Televisors have not been 
notified by Equity of the new rule 
ing. 

CBS, leader in experimental broade- 
casts, is forming its television pro- 
grams as heretofore. It does not 
ask legit people whether they are 
Equity members or not. 

Television with talent is still az 
much a publicity gag as with the 
broadcasters themselves. None of 
the artists are paid. 





Little Off NBC 


NBC is releasing Little Jack 
Little from its contract list through 
failure to place the singer and 
pianist on a commercial. 

He has been on sustaining broad<- 
casts with the network for about 
four months, 

With NBC Little has been work- 
ing on a $33.33 1/3 per broadcast 
basis. His contract called for re- 
payment to NBC of his sustaining 
income in event of his landing a 
commercial. He would have re- 
ceived the commercial salary in full 
for himself, minus the usual artist 
bureau commish. 





JARRETT COMING EAST 

Art Jarrett, singer with WBBM, 
Chicago, will be brought to New 
York in about three weeks by CBS 
to broadcast over WABC. 
Jarrett has been with WBBM, 
CBS's Chicago outlet, for the past 
three months. He will be on sus- 
taining basis for WABC. 





Ed McConnell Busy 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Recorded versions of the ‘Smiling’ 
Ed McConnell warble and sales spiel 
made for the Mantle Lamp Com- 
pany of America are being passed 
out to 70 stations in the U. S. and 
Canada. Each schedule is run one 
of these 15-minute discs each week 
for the net 20 weeks. 

McConnell is also making a per- 
sonal appearance over WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, weekly for the same come- 
mercial. On both disc and mike as- 
signements he’s handling the selle 
ing talk as well as the entertaine 
ment. 








316 LISTENERS-IN 
OF RADIO STATION 
CKWX VANCOUVER 





WROTE 


VOLUNTARY 
LETTERS OF APPRECIA- 
TION AFTER HEARING 


BERNARD 
SHENRIE 


“SONGLAND'S 
PENNANT WINNERS” 


Thanks to Managers 
Franke & O'Connell 


St. Pav! & Minneapolis 
This Week RKO Orpheum, Tacoma—Intack No. 53 
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| Inside Stuff—Music 


Brunswick Cost WB 8 Millions 

Warner Brothers has written off $8,000,000 in losses to its Brunswick 
subsidiary. It is regarded by the Brothers as the biggest financial 

prance to the organization, according to inside. 

Decline in radio set prices and the current obsolete status of disc 
reproduction in the theatre are two of the most important factors figur- 
ing in the Brunswick decline. 

Principally to have its own disc factory and to effect economy of 
the charges rendered by Radio-Victor was the real reason for WB taking 
over Brunswick in the first place, it is now said. 

As to the music interests, while known to be the second important 
figure in Warner subsidiary losses, WB is hopeful there will come a 
chance for revival in that field. Right now a building larger than the 
home office and taking in an entire block at 54th street is occupied 
chiefly by WB music interests. 








$150 and a Scheme 

A story is told of a songwriter on the coast borrowing $150 of a singer 
out there, buying eight song records of the same singer’s, taking another 
ginger under his wing and both coming to New York on the one fifty. 

On the trip east the songwriter had his singer rehearse the recorded 
gongs, until when in the far east the adopted singer gave a pretty fair 
jmitation of the disc maker. In New York the imitator got a job on 
the radio, causing th®@ other singer to come east to find out what it 
was all about. 





The original singer is now in New York, also on the radio, but he 
hasn’t yet received back the $150. 
Fox’s Red Star 
Entire second floor of 729 Seventh avenue, New York, which was 
occupied by the former Red Star Music Co., is still vacant. Fox Films, 


owner of the now defunct Red Star outtit, leased the 
ago at $15,000 yearly rental and took a five-year lease. 

Lease has three more years to run, which will set Fox back 
unless the place can be sublet. 


floor two years 


$45,000 


Correction on Copyrights 
Story in ‘Variety’ from coast claiming Gershwin, Romberg and Hen- 
derson are not keen on controlling their own copyrights is denied by the 
Songwriters’ Proteciive Ass'n. 
S. P. A. declares the songwriters mentioned are members of its execu- 
tive council who signed the constitution of the S. P. A., giving the song- 
writers copyright ownership. 


Dealers Disagree on 10c Music 

Ashley Music, music jobber, mailed out 3,500 questionaries to its 
dealers asking for an opinion on 10c. sheet music. Ashley took this 
step after Song Hit Guild approached Ashley to handle the Song Hit’s 
i0c sheet miisic for their dealers. 

Majority of the replies which Ashley received from the dealers stated 
that they would not like to handle the music because of the low margin 
of profit. Quite a number favored the idea on the ground that it would 
bring in additional trade. 

All the replies aren't in 
handle the music or not, 


yet and Ashley is undecided whether to 


Songwriters and ERP! Royalty 
Suit of Sam Fox Music against John Paine over the ERPI money 
has brought to the attention of the songwriters the large amounts of 


money which the music publishers are collecting from ERPI and RCA, | 


and in which the songwriters do not share. 

Songwriters before the suit had no means of knowing the exact sums 
the publishers were collecting from ERPI and RCA for the picture 
rights to music, but were guided by rumors. Now that is has been 
disclosed, the songwriters are more than ever determined to get their 
half of this income in the future. 

Some members of the Songwriters’ Protective Association are talking 
about taking legal measures to recover part of the money which the 
Publishers have already received through this source. Songwriters be- 
lieve the publishers’ scheme of appointing an agent and trustee to 
handle this phase of the business was illegal; that the American 
Society of Composers, Publishers and Authors should handle this as 
a public performance for profit. 

Songwriters claim the publishers arranged for the agent and trustee 
method of doing business so that they would not be obligated to give 
the songwriters any share of this income. 

B'’way’s Song Sheet Sellers 

In spite of the active campaign supposed to be waged against the 
vendors of song sheet broadsides, it is seldom that a trip from 50th to 
42nd street after 5 p. m. fails to develop one or two of the young pirates, 
who often call their wares right alongside the crossing cops. 

Mills Owns Calloway 100% 

Irving Mills has secured Moe Gale's interest in Cab Calloway’s orches- 
tra and now owns the latter outfit 100%. Gale held a two-third interest 
in the band, while Mills held the other one-third and the exclusive book- 
ing privilege. 


After taking over Calloway, Mills formed Cab Calloway, Ine., of which 
he is president. 
rr 


MISC. JOBS FOR MANY 
JOBLESS SAX TOOTERS 


Times being what they are with 
the bands, some of the boys have 
dickea jobs outside of the profes- 
sion to k 
Pick up. 





HERE AND THERE 


Will Osborne and band opened at 
the Hollywood Gardens, Clifton, N. 
J., Friday (9) for a three weeks’ 
run. 





Herb Gordon’s band goes into the 
Wardman Park Hotel, Washington 
Oct. 1i. 


eep them going until things 





One drummer has a lunch wagon 


Sonny Story and Marty Young, 
he takes ar¢ Y A . “i 


und to buildings under | with their 12-piece orchestra from 
Construction, peddling franks to the | Dallas, Tex., now at the Pyramid} 
laborers at eatithine | AC eek deneae Club, Hollywood. 
deals out bi: EE sp’ naatannaghie ee 
store, pone ghd cepartment| Edith Turnam’s orchestra left th 
for gas companies vesuuiap "1 Oaks Tavern, Los Angeles, and is 
_ Another drummer is keeping one | now - Ce <a Aaaneee, Soemery 
sump ahead of the pe dttins |} Apex Club 


cops 
Phony sawbuc ks | open 


fida) around town. Two . 
ree ‘ers making the rounds are sell- Slatz Randall opens Oct. 21 at the 
& ties ay 





- to the music eo.. staffs ana | Pia™* Room of Minneapolis’ hotel 
Going we 1. Wine bricks have | Radisen. It's his third ison. Out- 
ene the attention of the lad« out | leted § KST?P 
ya. more or less honest dollar. | a 
of seaetTue store s have their quota | Harry Fink now Chie: KO manacer 
not ¢ Jerkers from the musicians, | for the Southern Music Company. 


M ° mention the cab co's. 

ra any lads are trying for city jobs 
looking for vig 

Proposition 


Eddie Talbert, trormeriy of Wit- 
mark, now handling Gold Star in 


attractive n 
Chicago. 


OLD SONGS HURT 
MUSIC SALES 


A new cause for bad biz in sheet 
music sales has been found by pub- 
lishers. It is the sudden prepond- 
erance of old songs on radio pro- 
grams, with publishers complaining 


|the pop tunes currently can’t get a 








| break on the air. 

| According to Larry Spier, gen. 
| mgr. of Famous Music, back from a 
| western trip, radio artists have 
— nly turned away from pop 
tunes, using mainly old ones. <Ar- 
| tists like CBS’s Street Singer and 
Singin’ Sam, it is clamed, use thre 
|old songs to one pop. All the bands, 
Spier states, are leaning toward old 
favs when laying out their pro- 
srams. 


condition, it is difficult for a pop 
song to get a sufficent plugs on the 
air. 

This shift to old songs by radio 
has had its reaction in publishing 
Since Morton Downey 
the passe ‘Carolina 
| Moon’ on the air as his theme, Joe 
| Morris, its publisher, has reprinted 
the song three times, with new title 
Majority of the publishers 
are currently featuring one or more 
old songs in their catalogs, which 
they are reviving as the songs go 
on the air 


AS 


circles, 


tarted using 


pages. 





Sec.’s 90-Day Renewal 
For Expiring Air Licenses 


Licenses between radio stations 
and the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers which 
expire between now and Feb. 1, 1932, 
are being renewed by the Society 
for $90 days. Each renewal contract 
carries a clause permitting the So- 
ciety to cancel on short notice. 

Contracts between the American 
Society and large stations of the 
networks also expire Feb. 1. Be- 
tween now and then the contracts 
With the remainder of the smaller 
; Stations expire. American Society 
a that by that date it will have 
in operation new taxing of radio 
os the use of copyright music. 





American Society now has an ad- 
ministrative committee making a 
survey of the radio situation to de- 
termine the new manner of licens- 
ing radio for the forthcoming year. 
This is composed of Gene Buck, E. 
’. Bitner, Bobbie Crawford, Gustav 
Shirmer, Joe Young, Otto Harbach, 
Olie Speaks, Nathan Burkan and J. 
C. Rosenthal. 


Tremaine Wanted Hotel 


To Switch Broadcasters 


Chicago, Oct. 2. 

Onening of the Paul Tremaine 
band at the Schroeder Hotel, Mil- 
waukee, last week was marked by 
a jam with the management over 
Tremaine’s insistence upon broad- 
casting over the local CBS affiliate, 
WISN, operated by the ‘Wisconsin 
News.’ Hotel’s regular release is 
through WTMJ, the ‘Milwaukee 
Journal’ mouthpiece and NBC ally. 

Penciled in through CBS booking 
office in New York, Tremaine on 
his arrival spotted the WTMJ mike 
setup and called upon the manage- 
ment to substitute the opposition's 
wire so that he could get a CBS 
hookup. Hotel retorted that the 
band plays to the WTMJ mike or 
else. Both the ‘Journal's’ wire and 
Tremaine stayed. 


RKO Pit Men Switch 


A new pit orchestra went 
the RKO Jefferson Saturday 
with Hal Saunders as leader. 

Saunders’ transfer from the Ford- 








into 
(10), 





ham resulted in the switch East of 
| Dave Mordecai, western supervisor 
| of t RKO Music Department 
funder Milton Schwarzwald. That 
| Dost will remain temporarily unfill- 
ed Mordecai formerly leadered 
around New York. 
} Another baton - swinger switch 
| send Sam Haggen from the 86th 
; St. to Unon Hill, N. J., with Al 
Ricci replacing at the former h e 
eaturday (17). 

Film Numbers 
Hollywood, Oct. 12 

in ‘Sky Devils, Cadd 
‘ e j What Does It Matte: 

I I Say It?’ by Gus Kaiin, Dick 
Whiting and Harry Akst. 
| In ‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio), Bert 
Wheeler and Dorothy Lee do ‘From 
|! Niagara Falls to Reno,’ by Whiting 





Spier claims that because of this | 





j 


{ 





LOMBARDO AT PAR, $7,500 


Subbing Band for Hour at Hotel 
Paid By Agency 


Despite the trailer run by the 
Paramount, New York, announcing 


Guy Lombardo’s band is soon to 
appear there, engagement isn’t set 
yet. MCA is holding up the con- 


tract until it gets the okay of the 
Reosevelt Hotel, New York, where 
the band is engaged for the season. 





MUSICIANS UP 
[. A. AIR RATES 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Local musicians’ union and radio 
stations here are headed for a fight, 


: : with the musicians’ demanding a 
If Lombardo does go into the | new time spotting arrangement that 
Paramount, it will né ‘ cut- | will add approximately 20% to the 
ting one hour off the dinner music. | stations’ outlay for musicians. Local 
Par dea] probably will be set this | progdcasters’ association is retal- 
week, ting with a demand to cut pre- 
Lombardo will play the Par- | vail prices 
amount for but two weeks, with | Union has mnounced the new 
MCA paying the subbing hour-band | sety will co 1 » effect on Nov. 1. 
at the hotel. i Bre isté in a communication to 
Lombardo will receive $7,500 pe¥/the union have so far ignored the 
from Paramount. request, but have asked for a meet- 
1-1 rma ing with a committee of the tune- 
sters to lower present prices, giv- 
FOX-PAINE ERPI SUIT | ins 2-‘scsco> the"peestn Stee 


COMES UP THIS WEEK 


Suit of Sam Fox Music Company 
Electrical Re- 

Inc., and all 
signatories t 

contract for the use of 
pictures, on which Paine 
and trustee, will be heard 

(15) before Judge Glen- 
non in New York Supreme Court. 
Hearing scheduled for the past 
Thursday (8) was postponed at the 
request of Paine’s attorneys, with 
Fox's attorney agreeing. 

Fox is suing to restrain Paine as 
agent and trustee for the publishers, 
from making disbursements of any 
of the funds in his possession under 
the ERPI agreement. Also to en- 
join ERPI from making further pay- 
ments to Paine under this agree- 
ment during the action. Fox is 
demanding the removal of Paine as 
trustee and asking the court to per- 


against John Paine, 
Products Co., 
who 


search 
publishers are 
the ERPI 
music in 
is agent 
Thursday 


mit it to make an application to 
the Appellate Division for a suc- 
cessor trustee. Finally, Fox de- 


mands that a receiver be appointed 
to take possession of all funds now 
in Paine’s custody, received by him 
under the ERPI agreement. 
Holding Back 

Fox charges that Paine is in 
league with other publishers to de- 
lay paying the publishers what is 
due from the ERPI agreement for 
the current year to financially em- 


barrass Fox Music. Fox ciaims 
that Paine should have made the 
payments for the current year on 


Sept. 5, 1931. Payments in full from 
ERPI under the agreement amounts 
this year to about $500,000. 

Sam Fox claims that he and his 
brother, Harry, invested $1,000,000 
in their business. Contract between 
ERPI and the publishers was firsi 
entered into during September, 1927, 
with E. C. Mills, then acting as 
agent and trustee. First year, Fox 
claims, ERPI paid $100,000 to the 
publishers under this agreement 
which was the minimum guarantee. 
Second year $125,000 was paid by 
ERPI, also the minimum guarantee. 
Third year ERPI paid $185,000. Af 
of this money, claims Fox, was dis- 
tributed according to the point sys- 
tem, 

In the fall of 1929, when E. C. 
Mills resigned, John Paine was ap- 
pointed in his place. 

Wants % 


For the cur:cnt and fourth year 
of the ERPI agreement, Fox claims 
Paine is holding $500,000 and, dur- 
ing this year, Fox alleges 50% of 
his music was used by ERPI, which 


would entitle Fox to 50% of the 
$500,000, according to the point 
system. 


Fox Music contends Paine said 
he would not distribute the monev 
until finding out why so much Fox 
music was used. 

Paine, besides being agent and 
trustee for the publishers with 
ERPI, is also chairman of the Mustie 
Publishers’ Protective Association. 
Paine’s duties as trustee are besid 
those as chairman, and while the 
M.P.P.A. has but only 30 members, 
Paine is acting as trustee of ERPI 
for about 90 publishers. 


Denies Holding Out 


Paine declares that he is not in- 
tentionaliy withholding the ERPI 
funds from the publishers on the 
ground that he has never in pre- 
vious years distributed this money 
before the end of October, until the 


proper disbursement under the point 
ystem is arrived at. 


Publishers’ contract with ERPI 
,entered into in 1927, was for five 
years’ duration, calling for ERPI 
to pay the publishers 2e. per seat 
for every theatre their films were 


; Shown in the first year; 3e. 


|ond year; 


the seec- 
$%c. the third year, and 
fourth and fifth years. 


Se. the 


ithe present 





sion and the larger buying power 
of the dollar.’ 
Time Demands 


demands differ fron 


New union 
arrangement mostiy a 
to consumption of time, 
one hour enga zsement must le 
sumed within three hours and all 
increased  tim« it 
be taken within a time period 
double that of the engagement. That 
is, two hour engagements must be 
taken within four hours and so on, 
Another difference is setting a 
night rate to go into effect after 
7 p. m. and an increase in overtime 
rates that in some cases would be 
a boost up to 50%. A 100% boost 
in the of single 


engagements for accompanying. 


engagements ust 


is asked for case 


Victor Discs Marked 
Unfair by Petrillo 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

RCA Victor has been put on the 
‘unfair’ list by the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Musicians. Order banning 
the union’s men from working in 
that company’s recording studios 
here was issued last week when it 
was found that a non-union band 
had been used to record a series of 
Polish discs. Columbia's local re- 
cording studios hac a similar ticket 
slapped on it, but this was later 
rescinded when a misunderstanding 
was straightened. 

President James Petrillo said the 
recording of the non-union combo 
occurred two weeks ago when a 
Victor rep from Camden brought 
in a portaible set to take care of 
the new Paul Whiteman series of 
recordings. A business agent had 
been dispatched to the Victor stu- 
dios to make inquiries and reported 
to Petrillo that he found the doors 
locked to him, 

When the union rep further re- 
ported that he had tried to get some 
information on the incident from 
the Columbia offices, located in the 
same building as Victor, and got no 
satisfaction, Petrillo decided to ap- 
ply the ban to both organizations. 
Upon Columbia’s protest that the 
union’s delegate had not solicited 
the proper authority in his quest 
and that any information required 
would be immediately forthcoming, 
the federation took that studio off 
the unfair list. 

Dan Deffoldes, of RCA Victor's 
foreign department and permanently 
billeted in Camden, N. J., arranged 
and supervised the recording of the 
Polish disc here, according to the 
union. Petrillo says he intends tak- 
ing the matter up with International 
President Joe Weber, with the view 
of txtending the ban against Victor 
nationally. 


White Case Oct. 14 


Hearing on George White's ac- 
tion against NBC, CBS and WOR. 
to restrain them from broadcasting 
songs from his current ‘Scandals,’ 








was postponed until the trial, set 
for Wednesday (14), 

At the hearing in the New York 
Supreme Court both sides were 


asked whether they would consent 
to an immediate trial, to which 
they acreed. 
At the trial 
all testimony 


the court will hear 


of witnesses, 


Ash’s Shubert Job 


Paul Ash will have charge of al) 
Shubert legit music and orchestras 
under a combination player-exec 
contract with the legit firm. He 


Lyons & Lyons. 

ier picture house m.c. goes 
the Shuberts’ 

musical, ‘Little 

doubling at the 

supervisor of the other 

Shubert pit bands. With ‘Racke- 


teer’ he'll just conduct. 


was placed by 
The fi rit 
into the _ pit for 
Queenie Smith 
Racketeer,’ while 


office as 
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ENGLEWOOD 
good, because unusu- 
interesting, was the Tuesday 

‘showing’ that opened with 
Eddie South, Negro quintet con- 
trolled by Bill Rothstein, the cafe 
man. After that sample of fantas- 
tic music by a group lately of 
Vienna, Austria (New Acts) came 
Bert and Percy, mixed, whose 
stepping was, like their costuming, 
meat and trim. 

Third came the evening’s most 
provocative turn, Willock and Car- 
gon, two youths, from the Haresfoot 
club of the University of Wiscon- 
sin. They aroused regret (New 
Acts) that there no longer are any} 
appreciable small time or suitcase 
circuits to give the needed experi- 
ence and polish that such unripe 
talent requires. 

Darby O’Day, fourth, provided 
still another interesting question 
(New Acts) in that he is the first 
reported instance of a xylophonist 
borrowing Will Mahoney’s idea of 
orthopedic malleting. 

Again, fifth, the bill continued to 
be interesting as Muriel Window, 
once a standard single, returned 
after an absence in private life of 
11 years. Inevitably Miss Window 
meeds to make changes in keeping 
with the altered canons of 1931 
vaude material. Her problem is 
just that. She has personality and 
vitality, makes a series of costume 
changes in rapid fire speed, and 
despite the lodestone of her badly 
‘dated’ numbers got across nicely. 
No new act notice is written on 
Miss Window at this time as when 
continuing on to New York to pick 
up the threads of the career mar- 
riage interrupted in 1920, she will 
have quite a different turn to offer. 

Favoring the Englewood as a fill- 
in on their RKO route the Turner 
Brothers, formerly in sailor cos- 
tume, now much neater in mufti, 
gave strong acceleration to the bill 
in sixth spot. Bob Conn took the 
6nap out of the show's garters in 
seventh but Billy Weinberg re- 
stored it and the bill concluded 
with a lively dog, pony, and kick- 
ing mule turn, Rex Comedy Cir- 
cus, who travel in a not-very-large 
bus, one happy family. Land. 


Cc 
Stre ingely 


ally 
night 





Essaness Michigan theatre once 
more tries a band, with the Walter 
Barnes orchestra in for special over- 
tures. 





Midway Hippodrome, southside, to 
reopen shortly with vaudfilm policy. 





Al Jackson dramatic stock com- 
pany at the Gary, Ind., closed last 
week, 





Musical stock companies for three 
midwest towns are being organized. 
For the Grand, St. Louis; Jefferson, 
Memphis, and the Walnut, Louis- 
ville. First to open will be the 
Louisville, on Oct. 24. 





J. H. Aulger opens a dramatic 
stock company at Cedar Rapids, 
Ia., Oct. 28. Already spotted are 
Vincent Coleman, William Pollard 
and Beverly Younger. 





George Corwin, Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Driscoll and Helen Metten have 
been engaged for the Jones-Lam- 
mers stock company at Dubuque, Ia. 
Dated for the Redpath Shakes- 
peareans company are F. Mortimer 
Mitchell, Pauline Crell, Eugene 


—_ 


—_— 








Shakespeare, Charles Desheim, 
George Dayton, Martin Welch. 


Iu. Verne Slout company closed at 
Battle Creek, Mich., on Saturday, 
Oct. 10, after 10 weeks. 





Uncommon Chatter 





(Continued from page 49) 


talked by Groucho, out-witted by 
Chico and out-chased by Harpo. 
They may wear ermine wraps, vel- 
vet gowns and serenely hopeful ex- 
pressions, but they haven’t an 
earthly chance against the sublime- 
ly insane comedy of ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness’. 

Thelma Todd accepts her stoog- 
ing graciously. A statuesque blonde 
who wears clothes well, she is a 
poised recipient of the brightly sug- 
gestive glances, the sweetly wicked 
invitations of Groucho. Nothing 
ruffles Miss Todd. Her repartee 
flows as unself-consciously in a 
clothes press as on a ballroom floor. 
Tangoing gracefully with Groucho, 
she suddenly finds herself and part- 
ner sprawling on a couch that in- 
terfered with lanquid Spanish mo- 
tion, and nothing in her manner 
hints that tangoes don’t turn into 
comic cartoons. By accepting the 
unexpected, by seeing nothing un- 
toward in the grotesque, Miss Todd 
justifies herself as the lady of 
Groucho’s dreams. 

Ruth Hall is singled out to be 
made love to by Zeppo, a none too 
exciting assignment that calls for 
little, if any, response. Miss Hall 
tries to look pleased, modelling 
meanwhile, a _ turtle-neck sports 
sweater and gracefully hung eve- 
ning gown of white crepe. 

Maxine Castles, programmed with 
simple directness as ‘Opera Singer,’ 
won't receive audience appreciation 
for singing in a good clear soprano. 
Harpo doesn’t like it, and when 
Harpo no like, well it must be ter- 
rible. 





Mark of a Lady Spy 

Find a woman who doesn’t use 
perfume, and she’s a spy. Upon 
this premise, ‘The Gay Diplomat’ 
solves a mystery that troubles every 
one but the audience at the Warner 
theatre. Spectators know the iden- 
tity of the woman sought by the 
Russian Secret Service because 
Betty Compson takes them into her 
confidence when she bestows long, 
meaningful glances upon her col- 
leagues. Her espionage is, so to 
speak, in the bag. But the cast is 
unenlightened until that precious 
moment when the Diplomat reflects 
that ‘a beautiful woman stops using 
perfume to put he. enemies off the 
scent.’ Ho, ho, hum! and a bottle 
of Chanel. 

More surprising than the revela- 
tion of the spy is the announcement 
of Genevieve Tobin (whose use of 
perfume strikes her off the suspect 
list) that she has completely lost 
her sense of humor. Audiences 
never thought she had one. A girl 
who wears cunning little lace frocks 
with deep bertha collars, whose face 
glows with wide-eyed innocence, 
whose nose wrinkles in cute pro- 
test, isn’t expected to possess wit. 
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Inability to maintain a straight face 
at the doings in ‘The Gay Diplomat’ 
would have been a sure proof of 9 
sense of humor. 

Ilka Chase's flair for reproduc- 
ing talkative ladies doesn't show 
through her eagerness to crowd 
speech into rapid sentences. Rita 
Ta Roy is sensible and comely as: 
secret service worker masquerad- 
ing as a personal maid. 





A Managers Background 


Paul Palmer former newspaper- 


man is company manager for 
‘Cloudy With Showers’ at the 
Morosco. He edited the Sunday 
magazine of the New York ‘World,’ 
previously handling a similar as- 
signment for the St. Louis ‘Post 


Dispatch.’ His former wife, Greta, 
edited the woman's page for the 
‘World.’ Palmer was recently an- 
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nounced as engaged to wed one of 
the Lewishon girls. 
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Going Places 
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being free. They insist upon their 
liberation from one another with the 
same violentiy aull talk that’s spout- 
ed in all the picturesque but un- 
comfortable places where Ameri- 
cans go to Get Away From It All 


Naturally, the heroine of such a 
piece would be the one who says a 
kind word for America. Katherine 
Alexander gets quite emotional 
about it. 

A little girl with lots of blond 
hair and a beguiling way. Millicent 
Green, minds her business of snatch- 
ing the man who appeals to her 
most, whoever’s he may be. Miss 
#reen’s husky voice holds great al- 
lure. She’s a bit eager at first, but 
as the play gets under way she re- 
laxes and her lines acquire the 
proper spontaneity® and casualness. 


Merle Maddern’s caustic charac- 
terization as an older sister who 
always feels injured and rather en- 
joys it, is a neat bit of martyrdom. 
‘The Left Bank's’ most convincing 
argument is its set, a room in Mont- 
parnasse whose minor inconveni- 
ences and major decorative horrors 
make New York’s conventional cu- 
bicles suddenly fetching. 





Chanel Provokes War 


When Mlle. Chanel went out to 
Hollywood and looked about at 
Hollywood style, she straightway 
promised to do something about it 
Tactfully restraining her artist’s 
shudders at what she saw, she made 
no comment other than to dash 
back to Paris quickly. From a snug 
refuge in France she pondered over 
the script of ‘The Greeks Had a 
Word for It,’ and then set to work 
creating her own interpretations of 
what the picture’s three blonde and 
well taken care of young ladies 
should wear. She sent her designs 
to Hollywood, where they were cut 
and made up by a fitter imported 
from her Paris establishment, and 
pretty soon now the great American 
picture public will see the cele- 
brated Parisienne’s conception of 
smart grooming for ladies of the 
screen, 

Ina Caire, Joan Blondell and 
Madge Evans are the lucky girls 
chosen to introduce Chanel to film- 
following femmes. Ina Claire is an 
old hand at wearing Mile. Chanel’s 
creations. She’s sympathetic to the 
famous dressmaker’s ideas. Her 
Chanel wardrobes for her stage ap- 
pearances did a lot to publicize the 
vivac‘ous little. Parisienne in the 
States. 

Her costumes for ‘The Greeks’ 
bristle with Chanel idiosyncrasies— 
encrusted bows, tailleur details in 
formal materials, glass jewelry with 
sports cothes, waist and hips out- 
lined with mermaid seaming. She 
wears a white satin wedding dress 
and a black velvet lace-trimmed 
suit that will cause excited argu- 
ment and stir among their behold- 
ers. 

The ladies may even come to 
blows, so capable of creating pros 
and antis are these two strikingly 
original costumes. The wedding 
dress is made like a tailored cloth 
frock, fitted with bands of diagonal! 
seaming, its only concession to the 
tender romance of its purpose the 
white gardenias that outline its 
high V neckline. The suit is apt to 
arouse more dissenters than well 
wishers, for even though the 
famous Chanel designed it and the 
equally noted-for-her-chic Miss 
Claire wears it, it still looks a bit 
odd. 

Black chiffon velvet tailored 
jacket and skirt, with a wired black 
lace peplum and high upstanding 
black lace collar result in a cos- 
tume that would be selected by only 
a slightly dizzy person. If the flaps 
take it seriously, it may be the 
cause of further injury to the pres- 
ent not too robust condition of film 
fashion. Perhaps the canny Chanel 
did it on purpose, merely to prove 
that it’s no trick to be flossy. Any- 
one can run amuck, but it takes 
taste to create interest with the 
simplicity that graces most of her 
models. 





Consider State Act’s Name 

Seven people comprise an act at 
the State this week, seven perform- 
ers of equal importance, yet the act 
titles itself simply Bryant, Rains 
and Young. Three of its women 
form an instrumental and close 
harmony trio, two others dance with 
the synchronized movements usual 
to twins, and one more busies her- 
self with the elfin twirls of acrobatic 
feats called, for want of a better 








term, dancing. The twins are on 
twice, once in pink petalled chif- 
fon ballroom dresses, once in metal 


——-—— 
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Jamie Erickson, organist, is back 
at the console of the Hollywood 
Playhouse organ, playing overtures 
and entre act music. 

Erickson opened the house, only 
one in the west with an organ. 





Featured in the cast of ‘Alias the 
Deacon,’ next at the Hollywood 
Playhouse, are Jane Grey and Clar- 
ence Nordstrom, 





Joseph Berne has made an indie 
two-reeler called ‘Destiny.’ Cast in- 
cludes Alec B. Francis, Catharine 
Locke and Sheldon Lewis. 





Rest of the list includes Grace 
Stafford, Barbara Luddy, Jane Mor- 
gan, William Turner, James Guy- 
foyle, Byron Alden, Donald Eck- 
hardt, James Holmes, Joe Franz and 
Ann Fay. 





Labor bureau has given Belcher- 
DeValery, Ltd., a final notice to pay 


up the balance of $504 due Fiesta 
coronation decorators, by Saturday 
(10). If not paid warrants will be 
issued against the employers, 
Amount is exclusive of a $400 claim 
by John B. Hall, foreman-artist. 


In order to relieve George Brown 
of considerable detail, Joseph Plune- 
kett and Cliff Work’ recommended 
that Brown be supervising director 
of exploitation on the coast RKO 
houses and install individual men in 
each house. This places Jack Daly 
on the Orpheum and Jack Cowdy 
handling the local RKO. Jake 
Rosenstein out under new setup. 





Monaei Lindley, featured in Oli. 
ver Morosco’s .come-back attempt 
last December’with ‘Between the 
Covers,’ is suing Morosco and his 
wife on a $2,000 note issued last 
fall. Miss Lindley was reported 
financing the show and was the 
only member of the cast whose con- 
tract was not submitted to Equity, 





cloth trunks and lace ruffled 
bandeaus, so certainly one of the 
names must be jointly theirs. The 
auburn haired whirlwind in gold 
sequin trousers and bolero works 
herself into a frenzy of activity, so 
she’s entitled to a name too. 

That leaves one name left over. 
The male adagio dancer deserves it 
for the neat, strong way he catches 
the twins as they fling themselves 
in unison through the air. It looks 
like the harmony trio, for all their 
matching tomato colored chiffon 
dresses and ladylike singing, piano 
playing and harp strumming will 
have to content themselves with the 
nameless glory of a job well done. 

Amanda Randolph is back at the 
State, this time as a single, but she 
doesn’t repeat her former triumphs. 
Not that she couldn't. Her smile 
is still as winning, she can shout 
and she can gurgle in the same in- 


fectious way, but now she’s sing- 
ing impersonal songs about the 
weather, the various states in the 


union, and its rivers, when all the 
time she looks like she knows some 
good mean blues. 

She’s gone and gotten herself a 
beautiful new white dress. all 
slistening with beads and rhine- 
stones, and some red satin slippers 
too, ad maybe she feels she should 
be more high class for their sake. 
She d>esn’t seem to realize that the 
classier her costume, the more 
liberal a gal can be about her lyrics. 





A Blonde in Germany 

Way cross the sea, pretty blonde 
heads are lying on big German pil- 
lows dreaming of the day when 
their dimpled feces will smile on 
Germany's picture screens. Amer- 
ican girls are not the only ones 
who moon over picture stardom. 
With frauleins it’s even more acute, 
for it seems so much easier to real- 
ize over there. Blonde hair, good 
teeth and a nose that tilts a little. 
They can’t worry about style be- 
cause in Germany it doesn’t exist. 
As for sex apneal, tha.’s an Amer- 
ican phrase that scunds yeppery in 


German pcpular songs. 

‘Die Grosse Sehnsucht’ tell: the 
story of an enger young picture 
extra who one glorious day becone 


the star. The director happened t 
be looking out in space worrying 
and she thought he was looking at 
her, so she stopped him later to 
further rivet his attention upon her. 
It worked. 

Camilla Horn did all of this. 
Stepping into stardom, she also 
stepped richt into a German star’s 
costume. That the biggest bunch 
of little things a dressmaker can 
sew together. Ostrich, silver cloth, 
chiffon ruffles, one long glove, se- 
quins, tulle, garters, celluloid brace- 
lets and a black velvet shoulder 
bow all at one and the same time. 

Miss Horn sings while a chorus 
dances all around her, keeping step 
to the music faithfully but, like all 
German choruses, never concerned 
with fitting their dance to the 
meaning of the song. 

Irma Godau, the new star’s loyal 
friend, has a verve and sparkle more 
deserving of her pal’s lucky break, 
only Irma has dark hair. 





WB’s Jamestown Acts 


Warner booking office starts vaude 
at the Palace, Jamestown, N. Y.. 
Oct. 16. 

House will play three acts the last 





half only. 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


adaptation of Ursula  Parrott's 
‘Women Need Love’ to do for Ann 
Harding and James Creelman. 








‘Thru’ For Shearer 
Metro has okayed ‘Smilin’ Thru’ 
for Norma Shearer as her next. 





Cruze’s ‘Luxury’ 

James Cruze’s next for 
will be ‘The Luxury Girl.’ 
Charles Furthman 


Tiffany 
He and 


are writing the 
story. 
‘Steel’ All Over 
‘Steel’ is back in the running 


again at Universal, retitled ‘Men of 
Steel.’ Tom Reed and Walton Hall 
Smith have been assigned to write 
a new yarn. 





‘Hot’ Jewelry Cold 


Hinting that the stuff is hot, 
salismen are offering what is sup- 
pored to be jewelry of motion pic- 
ture stars who need cash. Most of 
the stuff offered is from broken 
down fortunes. 





Par Dropouts 
Paramount has dropped Edward 
Sloman, director; Paul Hervey Fox, 
Beth Brown, and Dorothy Speare, 
writers; Harold Winston, associate 
director, and Charles D. Brown, 
character actor. 
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QLD TIME MINSTREL 
~ DIES IN MAINE HOME 


Frank P. McCrillis, 79, who start- 
ed 52 years ago in the show busi- 
ness with the old-time concert 
troupes and who later became assc- 
ciated with minstrel troupes, died 
at his home here Oct. 1. He had 
been ill. since shortly after his last 
public appearance last July. 

He leaves a widow and two chil- 


dren. 








DROPS DEAD ON STAGE 


James Edwards Succumbs to Heart 
Attack in Kansas City 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 


James Edwards, owner and 
trainer of Ozella’s Dogs, dropped 


dead from heart disease while the 
act was working on the stage of the 
Plaza theatre Friday night (10). 
‘Act, named for Edward’s wife, 
Ozella Edwards, ‘was ‘showing’ for 
booking by Fox in this area, 

Bdwards was 52 and was ap- 
parently in good health until the 
moment he collapsed on the stage. 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwards came here 
from Wooster, O., three years ago 
and had made Kansas City their 
home since then. 





J. H. Rowley Succumbs 


To Operation in Dallas 


Dallas, Oct. 12. 

J. H. Rowley, 65, manager of 
Hughes-Franklin stands in Laredo, 
Tex., died in a local hospital fol- 
lowing an operation. 

Rowley was connected for many 
years with the Robb-Rowley indie 
loop and was the father of E. H. 
Rowley, present manager of H-F 
operations in Southwest. He was 
a leader in the indie field in this 
state. 





DALLAS MUSICIAN KILLED 
Dallas, Oct. 12. 
Carl Hart, 25, former musician 
at the RKO Majestic here, recently 
killed in a car crash near Prescott, 
Ariz. Wife was seriously injured. 
Hart was en route to join a band 
in California. 





MRS. CURTIS-DELINGER 
Mrs. Maude Norton Curtis-De- 
linger, who retired from the stage 
in 1923, died at her home in Indian- 
apolis last week. 
“She was one of the founders of 
the Actors’ Fund. 


JAMES R. HARRISON 
' James R. Harrison. former sport- 
licity director for Columbia U., died 
Oct. 6. He had been suffering from 
4n abdominal ailment. 
About three weeks ago his wife 
and daughter committed suicide. 


MRS LAURA HARKINS 
' Mrs. Laura Bigelow Harkins, wife 
of W. S. Harkins, theatrical man- 
ager, died in her home in East Or- 
ange Oct. 7, after a prolonged ill- 
ness. 

She had played in the old Boston 
Museum stock and had appeared 
with several legit stars also in old 
Jarrett & Palmer plays. 


Thomas Q, ‘Tonky’ Rappaport, 47 
for 20 years at the Majestic, Dallas, 
but more recently property man at 
the Metropolitan, died here Sept. 1. 
; He is survived by a wife and five 
Sisters, who live in Kansas City. 
Mrs. Anna Arnold, 70, mother of 
Dick Arnold,, Robbins representa- 
tive in San Francisco, died at her 
New York home last week. 

Lola Bruckman, wife of Clyde 
Bruckman, died in Hollywood Oct. 8 
after an operation. 

Brother, 30, of Alice Hallett, died 
of pneumonia in Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 


Theodore John, 67, musician, died 


Oct. 2 in Lenox Hospital‘of pneu- 
monia. 


Bridge Minus Chance 


r The Hague, Oct. 2. 
he he biggest bridge competition 
er held in Europe has just been 


cc . a 
a neruded at the Kursaal in Sche- 
ningen with 360 competitors, 


Cludinge the chess-expert Dr. 
er. 


in- 
Las- 
The game 
ingenious q 
hated the 
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Duteh 
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Ones, 


was contract, while an 
uplication system elimi- 
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WASH’GTON, D. C. 
Fox (16) 

‘Broken Dolls’ I 

C Bennington Ba 

Mowatt & Hardy 

3 Comets 

Edward Hill 

Gauthier’s H’ 


Dogs 
Sunkist Ens 


WOR'STER, MASS. 
Palace (16) 
‘Five Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Danny Small Co 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Japs 
Chief Clear Sky 





LONDON 





Week 


ASTORIA 
Brixton 
‘Enchanted Stair’s’ 
24 Mangan-Tille’tes 

Myrtle ‘Winter 
Kathleen Lafla 
Finsbury Park 
Billy Cotton's Bd 
Old Kent Road 
Eddie Peabody 
Allan Shires 
Streatham 
Lamberti 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 
Layton & John' Co 
Togo 
Calynona Kay 
Byron & Byron 
Peter Fannan 
Donny Stuart 
Will Power 
3 Happy Boys 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
‘Powder Puff’ 
Mayfair-Tiller Girls 


Oct. 12 





Mary & Erik 
Tessa Deane 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
‘Visions of Gold’ 
Astoria-Tiller Girls 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Jack Payne Bd 
Mayer & Kitson 
Nat Mills & Bobbic 
George Betton 
Fuller & Frend 
Effie & Sylvia 
Leonard, Semon, 8S’ 
Plaza 
‘Statuettes’ 
Plaza-Tiller Girls 
VICTORIA 
Palace 
Lauder 
Juveniles 


Harry 
Terry's 
Michel 
Bernt & 
Bil & Bil 

Vine & Russel} 
Doris Hare 


Partner 


Provincial 


HANLEY 

Grand 
‘Vintage Variety’ 
Wallington Sis 
Flanagan & Allen 
Kiraku Bros 
Norman Carroll 
Jack Lewis Co 

LEEDS 

Empire 
Byden Currie 
Jimmy James 
Bennett & Will’ms 
Max Hoffman 





Les Holls Bros 
The San Marino Bd 
Revnel!l & West 
Les Silvas 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Claude Lester 
Fid Gordon 
Rand'ph Sutton 
Ando Family 
Blondie Hartley 
Rigoletto Bros 
Aimee Sis 
Michel & Arnova 
Mamie Soutter 





| Cabaret Bills | 





NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Artes 
Louise De Lara 
Roger Ferrier 
Beaux Arts 56 
Central, P’rk Casino 


Morton Downey 
Velos & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Orch 


Club Calais 
Jack White 
Lillian Barnes 
Jackie Maye 
Frances Fay 
Bernie M’xw’ll’s Or 

Connie’s Inn 
Ada Ward 
Joyce Robinson 
Louise Cook 
Earl Tucker 
Dotty Rhodes 
Sonny Boy Dudley 
Bessie Dudley 
Meers & Meers 
Willie Jackson 
4 Bon Bon Boys 
F Henderson Orch 


Cotton Club 
Cora La Redd 
Mild’ad Washington 
Sherman Robinson 
Leitha Hall 
Berry Bros 
Alma Smith 
Eddie Rector 
Cotton Club Trio 
Clarence Robinson 
Swan & Lee 
Marko Brown 
Henri Wessels 
4 Step Bros 
Bobby Sawyer 
Bunny Payne 
Norman Attwood 
Anise Bayer 
Cab Calloway Orch 
Blue Rhythm Orch 
H’liyw’d Restaur’nt 
Caesar & Mini 
Moliy O'’Daugherty 
Iris Adrian 


3 Speeds 
Pauline Blair 
Doliy Little Elk 
Mertle Bragdon 
Mertle Allen 
Betty Real 
Emily Von Losen 
Betty Greenwood 
John Walsh 
Dolores Ray 
Frances Mildern 
Bob Lightner Bd 
Janssen Hofbrau 
Nat Nazarro S&r 
Ramo & Ruth 
Karee Moonsy & N 
Wynne Ralph 
Marty Beck Orch 
Nut Club 
Nutsy Fagan 
The Hartman's 
Red Davis 
Jerry Bergen 
Eton Boys 
Ray O'Hara Orch 


Oakland’s Terrace 
Joe Wal'ace 
Myrna Waverly 
Grace Mitchell 
Fa!vatori Orch 
Paramount Grill 
Jay C Flippen 
Gertrude Nieson 
Jimmy Ray 
Tulie Jenner 
3 Demons 
feck & Betsy Re<«sr 
snooks Ramb.-:+s 
Club Plaza 
Josephine Earl 
Doyle & Dunn 
George Scotti 
Lew Dolzoft 
Village Barn 
Luther & Ne} 
tiley & Comfort 
Warren & Davis 
Un Josh Medders 
Hollywood Horse 





Dave Abrams Orch 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Jess Kirkpatrick 
Arthur Jarrett 
Gene Conklin 
Harry Robinson 
Doris Robbins 
Lucia Garcia 
Kay Ronayne 
Rita Delano 
Earl Burtnett Orch 

Club Alabam 
Germaine la Pierre 
Hienry King 
Gypsy Lenore 
Lou King 
Mary Thorn 
Anton Lada Orch 

Club Le Claire 


Billy Gray 


Erwin Lewis 

Bart & Grinn 

De Carlos & Louise 
Dot Meyers 

Ethel] La Chance 


Marjorie Ryan 

Sylvia Tucker 

Charlotte Vandae 

Eddie Makins Orch 
College Inn 

Pat Kennedy 

Ben Bernie Orch 
Colosimos 


Mary Stone 

Jean Boaz 

Lucille & LaVerne 
Herbie Voegel 
Evelyn Miller 
Arthur Buckly 
Marion Moore 


Billy Rogers 

Eddie Perry 

Jimmy Meo Orch 
Embassy 

Ted Healy 

Joe Mondl 

Nellie Nelson 








Lillian Barnes 
Fuzzy Knight 
Estelle Fratus 
Renato & Rita 
Harry Weinstein 
Sol Wagner Orch 
Frolics 
A & N Selby 
Lovey Sis 
Sammy Walsh 
Ray & Rose Lyte 
Pauline Belleau 
Charlie Agnew Or 
Les Ambassadeurs 
George D’'Arlier 
Johnnie & Georgie 
Baxter 
Sherida Cooper 
Robby Danders 
Al Handler Orch 
Mack's Club 


Burke Sis 


lee 


Meyers & Wagner 
Harry Glyn 
Keith Beecher Or 
Rubaiyat 
Johnny Lee 
Harry Linder 
Jane Angel 
Patricia O'Flarety 
Bernice St John 
Dettie Dale 
Eddie South Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Joe Allen 
LaFayette & Lav 
Peggy Moore 


Scott & Garner 
Edna Mae Morris 
Leo Wolf Orch 
Golden Pumpkin 
Sally Osman 

Ireme George 

Al Reynolds 
Marinoff 3 

Austin Mack Orch 





Novelty 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Dog-faced boy was filling out 
a blank for working in side- 
show of Metro’s ‘Freaks.’ 
In writing out his experience 
he included that he was a veg- 
etarian, 











German Circuses Well 


Received in Belgium 


Brussels, Oct. 1. 

Gleich and Palisse, each with the 
‘biggest circus in the world,’ are do- 
ing big business in Belgium. Gleich 
is touring the provinces while Pa- 
lisse is working Brussels and when 
Gleich comes here Palisse will go to 
the country. 

Last year Gleich (German) had to 
pack up hurriedly and flee from a 
hostile population. Heads seem to 
be cooler this season. 





Fair’s Surprise Profit 


Dallas, Oct. 12. 

Directors of recent east Texas 
exposish report an actual profit. 
And that, after execs had almost 
decided to postpone the fair and 
warned exhibitors they’d get only 
part of their prize sugar if things 
didn’t roll so well. Besides cutting 
gate in half. 

Now the fair’s paying off some 
past debts. 


Ride ’Em, Townie! 
Iowa City, Oct. 12. 
Rodeo date here is Oct. 18. To be 
different though as the only outside 
talent to be encouraged will be a 
carload of broncs, dumped into the 
arena at the municipal stadium. 
Locals will attempt to ride them. 
Returns, if-any, go to charity. 








N. E. FAIR GATE OFF 
Springfield, Mass., Oct. 12. 

Attendance at the Eastern States 
Exposition here, New England’s 
largest fair, and at the Brockton 
Fair, showed a marked decrease 
this year. 

The Brockton Fair this year was 
attended by more than 100,000 per- 
sons and the Eastern Exposition 
had more than 250,000 patrons. 





Cook County Indoor Fair 
Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Cook County fair looks likely to 
last, with plans to open indoors at 
the Stadium here on the 17th. This 
is a hurry-up affair. While there 
is little ready cash available, the 
fair managers seem to be confident 
of getting the fair started, based on 
the results of selling concession and 
program space, 

Barnes and Carruthers are to 
handle the show, though the 
agency up to the past week-end had 
not yet accepted the offered con- 
tract, due to hesitancy about the 
finances. Show, at most, will be a 
small and unpretentious affair, due 
to cramped funds and indoor space. 
Main draw of the fair will be the 
cattle, horse and agricultural ex- 
hibits. 





CIRCUSES 


Russell Bros. 


__ October 13, Augusta, Ark.; 14, Beebe: 
iv, Conway. 

Sells- Floto 
October 13-14, Ban Diego, Cal.; 15, FE) 


{| Centro: 16, Phoenix, Ariz.; 17, Tucson; 18, 
Douglas; 19, El Paso, Tex. 

Wheeler & Sautelle 
October 13, Floyd, Va.; 14, Stuart; 15, 
Martinsville. 


CARNIVAL ROUTES 


(For current week (October 12- 
17) when not otherwise indicated.) 


Ajax: Fast Bend, N. C. 
Ree: Erin, Tenn. 
Bernardi: Raleigh, N. C. 
Bunts: Cheraw, 8S. C.; Bennettsville 


19-24, 
Cetlin & Wilson: Winston-Salem, N. C 


Coe Bros.: Anniston, Ala.; Cedartown, Ga 








Coleman Bros.: Stafford Springs, Conn. 
Dodson: Ballinger, Tex. 

Empire Greenville, S. C. 

Fairl Bentonville, Ark 

Florida: Carthage, N. C, 

Francis Corsicana, Tex. 

I ed Eros.: Coffeeville, Mis 

ialler: Columbus, Miss. | 
(loth: Shipman, Va. 

v, Roy: Liberty, Tex. 

Greenland: Statesboro, Ga. 

Hoosier State: Rison, Ark. } 
Isler: Liberal, Okla, 

Krause: Rock Hill, Ss. C. 

lee: Monroe, Ga, 

Leggette: Eunice, La. 

Marks: Florence, 8. C. 

Miss. Valley: Jonesboro, La. 

Miss. Valley, Inc.: San Augustine, Tex. 
Model Fair: Trumann, Mo. 

Model Shows: Concord, N. C.; Columbia 
B..-4 18-24. 


Morris & Castle: Fort Smith, Ark. 
Murphy: Greenville, S. C. 

Naill: Oakdale, La. 

Nashville: White House, Tenn. 
Page: Shelby, N a 

Quality Novelty: Chase City, Va. 
Snapp: Cassville, Mo. 

Strayer: De Witt, Ark. 

Vernon Bros.: Alexandria, La, 
West Bros.: Ruston, La. 
Western: Orangeburg, Tenn. 
World of Fup: Wake Forest, N. C. 








ichild Bertha. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 50) 





Hamilton.’ Members believe Jefferson is entitled to a picture story an@ 
production on his own. 

The T. J. Society has offered to submit without a charge a scenarig 
satisfactory to the T. J. Society, to any film producer agreeable to 
putting it on the screen. 





It is of moment that U. S. audiences are clamoring for comedy on 
the screen, and it is equally noteworthy that whatever new to the 
talkers in comedy has come from the stage. 

The news services, such as the A.P. last week, have taken up this 
dearth of screen comedy, quoting annonymous but supposedly astute 
booking agents and showmen for authority that the American picture 
audiences are ‘crying for laughs.’ 

Group of Paramount players were filling out a questionaire and came 


to the blank marked ‘occupation.’ 

Chevalier put down ‘artist?’ 

Jack Oakie wrote ‘hoofer and comic.’ 

Stu Erwin scribbled ‘comic relief.’ 

And Eugene Pallette penciled in ‘top artist.’ 

Vicki Baum, author of ‘Grand Hotel,’ developed one of those what'’s- 
wrong-with-Hollywood routines which she is airing around Hollywood 
parties and gatherings as a regular spiel. 

Another fellow-countryman, Oscar Strauss, the 
more passive attitude, liking the coast immensely 
opinion of Hollywood. 


composer, takes @ 
and generous in his 


Polly Moran, in Hollywood, wrote a letter to Bill Haines in Baltimore, 
Haines was personally appearing there last week. Polly’s letter was 
in Haines’ wallet. The Haines wallet was lost. 

Whoever found it read the Moran. letter. Polly had been in 
those tell everything streaks when writing it. And now 
is talking about the letter Polly wrote to Bill. 


one of 
all Baltimore 


Last two weeks of production on Fox’s ‘Surrender’ had the director, 
William K. Howard, and the star, Warner Baxter, pouting at each other 
and refusing to be sociable. 

Reason, Baxter figured he was getting too few closeups. 
argument, 


It’s an old 





Coast film columnists constantly looking for wisecracks and gags 
for their chatter sections are being topped by one bright young member 
of the tribe, who is always asking for jokes, which he sends to ‘College 
Humor,’ ‘Judge,’ and ‘Life’ as his own. 

He lands once in awhile. 





Since the Wampas-Fox baby star mess, the publicity committee of 
the Producers’ Association on the coast is the sole official meeting 
place for the studio publicity heads, It’s the only spot where the 
Fox p.a. confers with his confreres., 





Commercial ady. restrictions aren’t worrying Lux, which is all set 
on its tie-ups until 1932. By then, as experience as proved to them, 
something usually pops up to give Lux a break. 





| more interesting than the other 
two by Lynne Overman. The first 
and third acts have many gaps. 


THE FATHER 


(Continued from page 54) 


Noteworthy performances were 
More than the acting, they give the| given by Overman, Romero and 
play the excuse for its reviving. | Ober. Janet Megrew made a 
True as the lines ring off-stage| charming Stella’ Brady, although 


unreality creeps in. Adolph keeps 
hearing sawing wood in his wander- 
ing through the house, yet he enters 
with reference books, reading ex- 
erpts from classic in an effort to 
bolster his reason. The reason for 
the noises is not clear. Either they 
are called by the author’s instruc- 
tions or are the idea of the stagers. 

Bound in a straight-jacket, about 
to be committed to an asylum, 
Adolph in the final moments says: 
‘It is sweet to rest against a wom- 
an’s breast; either a mistress’ or 
a mother’s; but a mother’s best.’ 
Not an easy line to handle but easy 
for so good an actor as Robert Lo- 
raine, who occasionally comes to 
these shores. 


His Adolph, whose reason crum- 
bles under the lash of a too smart 
wife, is never over-emphasized. 
But somehow the words do not seem 
logical from one bereft. Perhaps 
it is Strindberg's sardonic idea that 
the ravings of a madman comprise 
real truth. Mr. Loraine is in a far 
more distinguished spot now than 
when here with the ill-fated ‘The 
Man with a Load of Mischief.’ 

Dorothy Dix is the adamant wife 
Laura. Victor over the man with 
whom she has lived for 20 years and 
whom she loves no more, she seems 
to soften, but it is too late. From 
her comes the age-old theorem that 
love between the sexes leads to 
strife. She is accused by her par- 
son-brother of insidiously breaking 
down her mate’s reason and she 
does not deny it. Haidee Wright, 
Gritish character actress, has part 
of Margaret, the nurse, third in cast 
importance. The others of the unit 
company are competent, with Maisie 
Darrell, young and attractive, as the 


her lines need much shaping. As 
Mrs. Holcombe-Curtis, Stella’s Aunt, 
Hilda Spong was delightful. 

The story centers about a certain 
Stella Brady, alone in the world 
and poor, but pretty ani with de- 
sires for the nicer things in life. 
Opening scene is in front of a New 
York night club, and a detective is 
accusing Stella of being a street 
walker. When everything looks bad 
for Stella, a dapper young maa 
comes along and effects a rescue. 

Allowing the young man to rescue 
her she pitched herself headlong 
into a trap. It’s all a ‘frame-up’ 
and Stella is caught in a hotel room 
with the young man. The detective 
is ready to make a pinch, 

The room is on the same level 
with the elevated. Suddenly an 
‘El’ train rushes by. Something 
comes fiying into the window. It’s 
a small black bag. It strikes the 
detective’s head. He’s out for the 
count. Stella sees her opportunity 
and makes her escape, taking along 
the bag which contains a fortune 
in bank notes. 

In the second act Stella appears 
as a lady of fashion. She meets 
Lynne Overman, a millionaire, who 
is trying to forget a girl who mar- 
ried somebody else. The climax is 
obvious, Overman marries Stella. 
3ut not until Stella is unmasked in 
a rather unconvincing manner, by 
the detective, who happens en the 
scene when he comes in search of 
Overman, who has been missing for 
weeks, 





Censoring Fun 


«Continued from page 1) 
if a repertory is contemplated this 
English group of players may at- 
tract more attention, doubtless with 
something more appealing than the 
stern Strindberg play. ibee. 


STELLA BRADY 


vania backs her up there will be no 
kissing on the level, no tender bend- 
ings over the reclining form of the 
heroine. Kissing must be strictly 
on the up and up or it is down and 


out. 
3een that way from the first. 
(Continued from page 54) Once a woman on the old National 


difficult to Board of Censors, whose hobby was 
predict. sut one thing is certain; | ill treatment of children on the 
this new piece can’t march on to| screen. She could stand a couple of 
New York in its present form. It!adult murders without a whimper, 
needs shaping and a great deal of | but box a kid's ears and she donned 
Dialog, batt nat ot oie ucts |the war paint. Chicago passed all 

The play opens rather slowly, and arts oC immorality in the early 
it continues at an uneven gait al- days, but lawbreaking was out. 
most up until the final curtain. It If no hobby, not so much fun be- 
has a fairly good second act made4iing a censor, 


£0 on Broadway it is 
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ILLS SENSATION! 


- g new box-office natural joins 
this group of star attractions’ 
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For engagements 
Write Or Wire 


Go 
ebjex 


MILLS DANCE ORCHESTRAS, 1c everything from orchestra Sh 


T 46s: .., to completé vqudeville act - 
ST. NEW YORK CITY. =. | 3 SS pe 
i MEskc ioe: SURGE oe or detuxe cafe Floor show/ ———- 


try. 


